
 

 
This month in the church year we wind down the time of the Sundays after 

Epiphany, and we begin the Season of Lent.  Every year we come to Lent with the 

imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday.  This year our theme is “Seeking: Honest 

Questions for Deeper Faith.”  The following are some 

reflections and an invitation for this upcoming season. 

Our Sunday readings offer us many stories of Jesus 

encountering people who are seeking: Nicodemus comes 

to him in the veil of night, he approaches a Samaritan 

woman at a well, he heals a man born without sight.  In 

these accounts, each person is seeking a new beginning, a 

different life, a deeper faith.  What unfolds is an exchange 

filled with questions and exploration. Often, an unveiling 

occurs—assumptions are disrupted, a new perspective is 

revealed, mystery grows.  

And so, we’ve, [the folks at A Sanctified Art], crafted a Lenten series founded on 

questions. Many of our weekly questions feel restorative (“Can these bones live?”). 

Some feel like a charge or challenge (“Who will you listen to?”).  Some questions are 

hopeful and curious (“How do we begin again?”).  Our questions won't necessarily lead 

to answers, but they can help us find clarity and a new perspective. Ultimately, we pray 

they lead to a new beginning, a restoration, a wider grace….  

This Lent, I invite you to engage in the spiritual practice of seeking.  I encourage 

you to stay curious, open, and nimble.  I hope you will soften your assumptions and 

expand your perspectives.  I pray that these questions will create a safe space to 

explore—to be drawn more deeply into the fullness of life, into the heart of God. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Tom  

 



Worship & Music 
 
I have been attending Marin Lutheran Church since 2013. I have enjoyed being a Reader and 
more recently an ALM.  I’ve really enjoyed getting to know our members and assisting Pastor 
Tom. 
 

MLC is a very special congregation filled with kindness, community outreach and friendship.  
 

I’m honored to have been asked to Chair Worship and Music! 
 

         Susan Boom 
 

 
The Worship & Music ministry Team is pleased to announce the next 
monthly event in our 75th Anniversary Celebration. 
 

Saturday, February 18th at 2:00pm, 

at Marin Lutheran Church  

 

A Music Recital: 

Peace & Unity 
 

Andrei is putting together a beautiful recital featuring the Marin Lutheran Church choir.  

Robert Allen will play selections on the piano and Andrei will share his beautiful skill playing 

the flute.  A guest quartet will join the program as well. 

 

Following the recital there will be a reception to enjoy 

some delicious bites, and refreshment, and to spend some 

time visiting. 

 

Please plan to come.  Invite friends and neighbors to 

enjoy this afternoon of music with you. 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the month of February, we will recognize 

Black History Month by playing music or singing a 

song composed by an African-American.  We may 

sing a spiritual – a genre of Christian music 

associated with Black Americans.  We appreciate 

the contributions of Black Americans to this country. 



75th Anniversary 

Celebration 

Weekend 
 

Saturday – April 29th  
 
3:00PM – 5:00PM: Open House at Church 

 Gather on the church patio for a reception with old and new friends.  

 Enjoy refreshments and music 

 Walk around the campus – see what’s new and what’s stayed the same 

 RSVPs are appreciated but not essential 
 
Sunday – April 30th  
 
9:30AM Worship Service – inside, outside and on Zoom – All Are Welcome! 
 
11:30AM Celebration Luncheon – at The Key Room, 1385 N. Hamilton Parkway, 
Novato, CA.  Operated by Homeward Bound of Marin 
 
Buffet:  

 Salad, 2 entrée options, vegetables, potatoes and dessert.  

 Vegetarian option with advance notice. 

 Children’s menu of salad, spaghetti and bread 

 Beverage bar of coffee, tea, lemonade, iced tea 

 Red & white wine 
 
Cost:   $35.00 per adult.  $10.00 per child  (Cost is being supplemented by the church.) 

Donations are appreciated.  Sponsorships for others are available.  Let us know if 
you would benefit from a sponsored reservation. 

 
The room has a capacity of 120 maximum. Some outdoor 
seating available. 
 
Please RSVP at marinlutheran@sbcglobal.net.   

 Checks payable to Marin Lutheran or  
 pay online at www.marinlutheran.org/give/ 

 
We can’t wait to gather together and celebrate 75 years 
of Marin Lutheran Church. Pull out old or new photos, 
videos and remembrances for our historical archives. 
 

mailto:marinlutheran@sbcglobal.net
http://www.marinlutheran.org/give/


Social Action 
 

January is our month for a food bank drive for the student pantry at Pacific Lutheran Theological 

Seminary (PLTS) in Berkeley.  Several years ago, MLC became aware of the many students who are 

food insecure and how important and supportive the pantry is to those struggling with the high cost 

of living, housing and education in Berkeley.  We have received many notes of appreciation from the 

grateful students who are supported by the pantry and also administration has recognized our 

ongoing contribution to the well-being of their students.  Thank you to all those who contributed to 

this important Social Action project. 

  
Did you know –  

 PLTS is the youngest ELCA seminary.  Founded in Portland in 1910 and relocated to Berkeley in 

1952.  It is the only Lutheran seminary in the western USA.  Recently merged with Cal Lutheran 

University as the Seminary campus for that institution. Recently moved to its current location in 

downtown Berkeley. 

 

 The GTU or Graduate Theological Union of which PLTS is a founding member,  has the largest 

theological faculty in one location in the USA.  It includes 8 seminaries and eleven research centers. 

 

 Enrollment (combination of all the seminaries and centers) = 1100+, faculty=150+ and yearly 

offerings of over 750 courses.  Students come from all over the world but PLTS serves primarily the 

Western states.   

 

 The main focus is to prepare future theologians, pastors, deacons, church workers for the 21st 

century.  Cross cultural experiences and various religious tradition studies are open to all.   

 

 The majority of students at PLTS apply and receive some form of scholarship or student aid. Many 

have 2nd jobs as admin. assistants or work in the classroom.  It is difficult to have full time 

employment (many have part time jobs) due to demands of study, frequent off campus student 

experiences, CPE, other experiential requirements.  This makes for frequent financial stresses, food 

and shelter insecurities, etc.  The pantry becomes an important source of regular support for these 

students. 

  

A big thank you to Ruth Floyd and to Jim & Bev K for 

spearheading our church effort to provide a monthly meal  

for 40 residents of Jonathan's Place (formerly Mill Street). 

Thanks to their hard work and organizational skills, our first 

effort was a big success.  Complete signups for providing 

food and for serving happened very quickly and the delivery 

and serving went without a hitch.  Hopefully, this will 

continue to be a popular way for MLC to demonstrate the 

commitment to community service-truly a God's Work/Our 

Hands kind of opportunity.  Thank you to all participants!!  If you haven't yet 

seen the new facility, please ask Social Action about touring opportunities.  It 

is an amazing place-bright, clean, adequate space for both episodic and long 

term stays, great kitchen and bathroom spaces, porches for outside seating, 

parking.  Also, space for 24/7 administrative supervision, classrooms, 

community building & dining spaces.  Homeward Bound should be proud of 

all the planning and effort needed to create such a nurturing and positive place. 
  

NEXT MEAL: February 23rd (4th Thursday, this month ONLY).  The sign-up 

sheet will be posted soon! 
 Sandy Seeger 

          Jim         Faith            John 

                  Pr.Tom  LaDana 

 
 



 
 

Sunday, January 29th – The 75th Anniversary festivities brought this multi-generational group 
together at the home of Heidi Kuhn in San Rafael.  Heidi shared the story of her intrepid great-great 
grandfather, John Augustus McNear, beginning in the 1830s, and the rest is history . . .  Most of us 
braved the elements and headed over to the museum at China Camp for more shared history.  
 
Despite the chill in the air, we all felt the Kuhn hospitality and warmth.  Stay tuned, more events are 
brewing with this dynamic duo – Heidi & Gary Kuhn. 
 
If you are interested in getting a signed copy of her book, Breaking Ground, please talk to me.  She 
doesn’t sell them but will take a donation to Roots of Peace. 

                  Ann Marymor 
 

January Council Meeting  
 

 The Council reviewed and approved the 
proposed 2023 Ministry Plan for 
presentation to the congregation for 
approval at the annual meeting. 
 

 Received an update on the repairs for 
the roof leak in the narthex area. 

 

 Approved removal of the tree root that 
is damaging the patio. 

 

 Pastor Gable provided a report of the 
Southern Lights conference he 
attended. 

Dale Miller 

Congregational Meeting  
 

 Meeting was held in the sanctuary and 
on Zoom following a light brunch 
provided by the council. 

 

 Heard verbal reports (some written) to 
recap 2022 activities. 

 

 Approved 2022 financial reports with a 
positive net income of approx. $35,000. 

 

 Approved 2023 Ministry Plan 
 

 Michael Houts gave an update on leak 
at the west wall of sanctuary. Work will 
need to extend into the back wall of 
choir loft. 

Warm Hospitality on a Chilly Afternoon 

We’re missing a few folks off the right side of the picture . . . but everyone enjoyed 
Heidi’s warm hospitality and stories of her family’s history in Marin County. 



Marin Lutheran Church Women  
 
Bible Study  

 February 2nd at 10:00 am,  

 Meet on ZOOM (ID: 415 924 3782) 
 

The Ten Commandments:  

 Reviving the soul 

Session 2 – Rhythms and respect 

 Commandments 3 & 4 
 

Join us for study to explore the relevance of 

commandments 3 & 4. 

 
 

Serve & Share 

  February 16th, 9am-12 noon, off campus 

at Jane's house.  We continue our quilt 

ministry (tying quilts and of course, 

socialization). Contact Jane 415-479-8971 

for information. 
 

Please join us when able, all women are 

welcome.  Information is available from the 

church office by phone, 415-924-3782. 
 

Jane McKenzie 

 

Property Update 
 

At the beginning of January, areas of wet 

drywall were removed from the interior walls 

and ceiling of the stairwell leading up to the 

narthex. This extended a couple feet into the 

narthex.  The timing of additional heavy rains 

allowed us to determine where the water was 

coming in.  Covering [with plastic] the three 

long narrow windows behind the choir loft as 

well as the large vent at the peak of the west 

side of the building essentially prevented more 

water from leaking in.  Further inspection has 

now identified the additional scope of work that 

needs to be done. 
 

Beginning in February, a barrier will be put up 

at the top riser of the choir loft so that removal 

of drywall from that west wall can be done.  

Leaking from around those windows has been 

taking place for many years, with us taking 

measures to resolve/curb it over the years. 
 

Removal of the drywall will be followed by 

mitigation work where needed to completely 

clean and dry the area.  Installation of new 

drywall and ultimately, new windows and finish 

work follow all that.  It will be a step-by-step 

process that will likely take us to the summer 

before completion.  Please let us know if you 

have any questions along the way. 
 

Bev Kamphoefner 

 

FEBRUARY  Celebrations 

  

Birthdays   

 

 2  Hal Sherley  

 3  Carol Sherley  

 4  Marion Snow   

 6  Jean Rolien  

 10  Colleen Hansen  

 18  Jane McKenzie  

 18 Ron Jacobs  

  Ricky Cunliffe  

  Rebecca Shunk  

 22  Nicholas Bischoff  

  Karen Clinton  

 25  Sophie Zlatunich  

 28  James Myhre  

  Nikolas Gable  

 Anniversaries  

  

 1  Roberta & Dale Miller  

 4  Carol & Hal Sherley  

 10  Marie & Ron Jacobs  

 

 

 



Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 
 
Shepherd of the Hills worships each Sunday. 
  

o On the first Sunday of February—the 5th, the people of Shepherd of the Hills 

worship at 9:30 am with the folks at Marin Lutheran Church.  

o On February 12th and 19th at 11:00 am, Pastor Diane Bowers will lead worship at 

SHLC. 

o On February 26th at 11:00 am—Pastor Tom will lead worship at SHLC. 
 

Each week in their sanctuary, Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays the 

organ and/or piano.  

 

 

Adult Education Series: Supper & Study 
 

1 Corinthians is one of the most gripping books in the Bible. In this 

letter, Paul, the complicated, layered apostle, writes to the people 

trying a wild new social experiment known as a Christian 

community. Not unlike the church today, this community dealt 

with factions, sexual immorality, gender issues, money issues, 

theological questions, lawsuits, problems in worship, and problems 

in leadership. 

 

In 1 Corinthians: Searching the Depths of God, Jaime Clark-Soles explores these topics 

and the awe inspiring, breathtaking world of the first-century church. Examining the 

teachings of Paul, she addresses church history, the logic of the cross, spiritual gifts, 

death, afterlife and the resurrection, human sexuality, and the joys and challenges of 

living in community. 

 

 Join us as we learn to look at 1 Corinthians from a variety of viewpoints and 

apply its lessons to our own faith.  

 This 4-part series begins, Thursday, February 2nd from 6:30 to 8 pm, and 

continues on 2/9, 16 & 23.  

 We will begin with supper and conversation before we open up our Bibles. 

 

 

This month there are no Sunday morning adult education classes at Marin Lutheran. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend the above Supper & Study series at Shepherd of the 

Hills on Thursday evenings.  If there are any topics that you’re interested in and would 

like to study, please send them my way (Pastor Tom)! Thanks. 

 

Pastor Tom 
 



Confirmation Schedule – Winter/Spring 2023 
 

January 

22nd – Class from 5:00-6:15m at church 

29th –  Chinese New Year at China Camp! 2:00- 4:30pm: This  

is an intergenerational/educational event. We spend the 

afternoon with our host, Heidi Kuhn, and learn about the 

Chinese Exclusion act orf1882, along with her family’s  

(the McNear’s) history of outreach to Chinese immigrants. 

 
 
February 

 5th & 26th - Classes from 5:00-6:15pm at church 
 

 

March 

 5th & 19th – Classes from 5:00-6:15pm at church 

25th – Spring Into Action, 10:00am to 12noon: Meet in  

the Parish Hall and participate in hands on activities 

hosted by our Social Action Team. Activities will include 

assembling school care kits for Lutheran World Relief, 

tying quilts, writing cards for Lutheran Immigration 

Services and preparing bag lunches for our neighbors.  

(If any of the kids need community credits, this would 

work for that.) Lunch is included. 

 
 

April 

2nd & 23rd – Classes from 5:00-6:15pm 

at church 
 

 
May 

  7th & 21st – Classes from 5:00-6:15pm  

    at Church 
 
 
 

 

ENJOY YOUR  

SUMMER! 

 

In our Confirmation Ministry this winter and spring we finish our 

review of some of the themes, major sections and specific books 

of the Old Testament or First Testament. This year we have 7 

youth: Robert Bayler, Abby Chan, Abby Imwalle, Elise Imwalle, 

Sammi Shaw, Lucie Theobald, and Anita Widney-Large. Please 

keep them in your prayers as they learn about the practices and 

beliefs of the Christian-Lutheran faith.  -Pastor Tom 



Worship in February 

 

February 5, Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah 

declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread 

with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage 

from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his 

followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through 

baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 

 

February 12, Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  

Religion and Science Sunday:  The sermon will be, “Faith Seeking  

Understanding Through Science” shared by Dr. Ted Peters, co-founder  

and co-editor of the journal, Theology and Science, at the GTU's Center  

for Theology and the Natural Sciences. 
 

February 19, Transfiguration of Our Lord  

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close 

today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as 

God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of 

glory sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. 

We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal 

journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at 

the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted 

during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter 

 

Wednesday, February 22, Ash Wednesday – 7:00pm  

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and 

repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At 

the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked 

on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return 

to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We 

humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that 

“now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we 

more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

 

February 26, First Sunday in Lent 

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast 

becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent 

was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter 

Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of 

our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s 

mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead.  

 
 



Community Partner Updates 

MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. 

 
Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):  

Our Mission and Values—from their 

2022 Impact Report 

 

MOC is an affiliate of the Industrial Areas 

Foundation (IAF), the nation’s oldest and 

largest leadership development and 

organizing network. MOC believes a truly 

democratic society begins in our families, 

schools, congregations, and non-profits 

where members develop their 

personhood and values. In MOC, these 

diverse institutions come together with  

a common vision and the disciplines and 

practices necessary for engagement in civic 

life. 

 

MOC member institutions, including MLC, 

work together to develop our local agendas 

by engaging constituents, both within and 

across our institutions, in conversations 

about the issues affecting their families, 

neighborhoods and communities. Member 

institutions, including MLC, pay dues to 

ensure that MOC has a secure and 

independent core budget, and is primarily 

accountable to its own constituents. By 

joining with other institutions that have 

similar goals and concerns, MOC members 

increase their collective power and work to 

achieve victories on local and regional issues. 

 

If you have any questions, 

please ask me, Pastor Tom 

(pastortomgable@gmail.com 

or text at 916-479-3308).  

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC):  

 

MIC Wednesdays 

In this new year, please join us for MIC 

Wednesdays. The first 3 Wednesdays of the 

month, there will be an MIC gathering.  

 

1st Wednesdays:  

"Release into Peace 

with Annie" at 7pm 

every first Wednesday 

of the month. This new 

offering will be a 15-

minute virtual meditation led by Annie 

Jorgensen of the Brahma Kumaris. More 

information and a link to join the meditation 

will be coming soon.  

 

2nd Wednesdays:  MIC's Monthly 

Meditation in which a different faith leader 

each month leads us in a meditation or 

spiritual practice from their tradition. Join us 

at 5:30pm every second Wednesday via 

Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?p

wd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz

09    Meeting ID: 814 1525 9890 

 

3rd Wednesdays: GETTING 

TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR’S FAITH: “Ask Me 

Anything!” in which a different faith leader 

every month offers a summary of their 

tradition's beliefs and practices and then 

answers questions from attendees. Join us at 

6pm either in-person at the chapel of First 

Presbyterian Church San Rafael or via Zoom.  

 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09


 

FEBRUARY 2023 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 

 February 5th          February 12th  February 19
th

 February 22nd
 February 26th  

    ASH WED 7pm  

GREETER      

9:30AM Barbara Bischoff Erna Randig Cheri Houts Mary Creigh Houts Blanche Sprague 

      

USHER      

9:30AM Carol Cunliffe Lorri Reinders Michael Houts Michael Rosendahl Tom Schmidt 

      

ACOLYTE      

      

      

LECTOR      

9:30AM Sandy Seeger Jeff Reinders Michele Jacobs Annemarie Hofling Kerry Hansen 

      

ALM      

9:30AM Yvonne Weidmann Susan Boom Kathy Bayler Betsy McCormick Susan Morrow 

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:30AM      

      

SOUND/VIDEO      

9:30AM 
John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

Dan Watrous 

Bev Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Rod Seeger 

John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

Dan Watrous 

Rod Seeger 

      

COUNTERS      

9:30AM Kamphoefner Reinders Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Reinders 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:30AM Sandy Seeger Rebecca Shunk Anke Pahmeyer  Ann Marymor 

      

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

Bread Baker Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger Jim Kamphoefner Jim Kamphoefner 

      

FLOWERS      

 
 


