
 

 

What a wonderful celebration of the birth of Jesus on Christmas Eve. Over three 

services we celebrated in slightly different ways, but in each worship, we sang familiar 

Christmas carols, lit candles, stood with family and friends and rejoiced! It was 

fantastic! 

 

This month we finish our twelve-day 

Christmas celebration and begin our 

journey through the season of 

Epiphany. Beginning with Epiphany 

Sunday we hear the story of the Magi 

and their trip following the star. From 

there we encounter Jesus in the Jordan 

with John. We move onto Jesus calling 

disciples and Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount from the gospel of Matthew. 

As always, Epiphany ends with the 

Transfiguration of Jesus on the 

mountain top.   

 

During this season I invite you to look 

at the list of faith practices in the 

graphic. As it says, “Try one of these 6 

in 2023!” 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Tom  

 



SOCIAL ACTION 
 

Collection for PLTS Students 
 

Our supply drive for the Pacific Lutheran 

Theological Seminary Student Pantry is 

held each January. This year our collection 

begins on January 8th and concludes on 

January 29th. Reverend Leslie Veen, Associate Director for Academic and Student Affairs at 

PLTS, has furnished us with the following current wish list: 

  

 Nonperishable food items that can be easily prepared, e.g. instant soups, mac and 

cheese, cereals 

 Personal care items such as soap, shampoo/conditioner, toothpaste/toothbrushes, 

Kleenex 

 Household/cleaning items – paper towels, toilet paper, laundry soap, cleaning products 

 

The above provides a small sample of items that can be used.  For more donation ideas, please 

visit: www.plts.edu/support/gifts-in-kind.html or www.plts.edu;  under “Support PLTS” you can 

use the dropdown menu to find many more suggestions for Gifts-In-Kind.  Please bring your 

items to the collection bins either outside our front door or inside the Narthex. 

 

Jonathan’s Place Update 
 

Thursday, January 19
th

 we will begin our monthly provision of dinner to residents of Jonathan’s 

Place in San Rafael.  This was formerly “Mill Street” and we provided a meal for 40 adults on 

the 3
rd

 Thursday of each month.  We have secured the same 3
rd

 Thursday in the meal rotation, 

and will be providing supper for 40 adults.  Complete details of our responsibilities for this initial 

dinner, including preparatory tasks and congregational participation, will be available by Jan 8
th

.  

The Health Department has put in place some guidelines that we need to adhere to, so we will 

get clarity on these at the beginning of the month.  This will be another wonderful hands-on 

opportunity for our church to serve our surrounding community.  
 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 

In celebration of MLC’s 75th anniversary as a loving and active 

congregation, Social Action Ministry Team is hosting:  

“Spring Into Action!” on Saturday, March 25th from10a-12p.  

Children are most welcome to attend the event with their parents. 

 

Plan to join our dedicated crew as we: 

~ prepare health kits for Lutheran World Relief 

~ write greeting cards to be shared through LIRS 

~ prepare bag lunches for the unsheltered 

~ tie off quilts together with members of MLCW       
           

Then please join us for lunch, which will be served at 11:30 following the morning’s activities.  
 

Mary Creigh Houts 

http://www.plts.edu/support/gifts-in-kind.html
http://www.plts.edu/


With GRATITUDE 
 

Once again, this year, your generosity 

amazes me!  Thank you so much for the 

wonderful gift this Christmas!  Beginning  

at 4 pm on Christmas Eve I got to celebrate 

the birth of our Savior with children, youth 

and adults, at 6 pm with overwhelmingly 

beautiful music and at 10:30 pm with 

traditional liturgical worship.  Each service 

was filled with joy, beauty and wonderful 

people.  When I got home, I opened the  

card from all of you and was given another 

present.  Thank you for the gift and for  

the ongoing opportunity of serving you as 

pastor.  May God continue to bless all of 

us in this new year.  
 

Pastor Tom 
 

 My heartfelt thank you to the 

congregation for the most wonderful  

and enjoyable year of music making with 

you, and my sincere appreciation for the 

generous bonus gift at Christmas! I could  

not be happier to work in a more fulfilling, 

supportive, and caring environment.  

 I want to give special thanks and 

congratulations to choir for a great year of 

singing. Thanks to the sound crew, Laura 

Magnani and Robert Allen, Patricia and 

Dawn, Bev and Jim, and Pastor Tom.  

 I am grateful to have the honor of 

carrying on such wonderful music making 

here, and look forward to 

continuing that journey 

with passion, inspiration, 

and positivity for years to 

come and especially this 

year, for our 75th 

Anniversary music 

celebration in February, 

hope to see you all there! 
 

Andrei Gorchov 

 

 

   There’s no way to say “thank you  

  for the money” that doesn’t sound 

 cynical, but I truly mean it. It’s my first 

time receiving a Christmas gift from so 

many people, and I could feel a little bit of 

each of you in it. 
 

Robert Allen 
 

 

Our SYMPATHY 
 

We send our condolences to Pastor 

Kathryn Gulbranson and Pastor Tom  

Gable and their family following the  

death of Shirley Gulbranson, Pastor 

Kathryn’s mother, on December 30th in 

Yreka, CA.  Shirley had just celebrated  

her 85th birthday on December 26th with 

family and friends.  The following day  

she was admitted to the hospital, making 

the decision that she did not want to 

undergo further testing and treatment.  

She was placed under the care of hospice 

and died with family members present 

providing love and support.  Plans for  

a memorial service are being finalized. 
 

Judy Qvistgaard died on December  

15th.  She and Larry were married at  

Marin Lutheran 65 years ago.  They  

were very involved with the youth  

group when their four children were 

growing up.  In recent years, Judy and 

Larry lived in Woodland, CA. Judy was 

living with progressing dementia. 
 

We keep the families of these faithful 

children of God in our prayers. 



75
th

 Anniversary Events 
 

Sunday, January 29 

at 2:00pm:  

 

We will visit San 

Rafael’s China Camp 

and learn about the 

Chinese Exclusion 

Act of 1882. This 

outreach event will 

be hosted by fifth generation San Rafael 

resident, Heidi Kuhn, founder and CEO 

of Roots of Peace, whose great-

grandparents, the McNears, offered 

their land to the Chinese immigrants to 

fish. Join us as we spend the afternoon 

with Heidi and her amazing story 

telling.  

 

We will meet at Heidi’s house (address 

will be provided to those that are 

attending the event) where she will 

share her stories and we can ask 

questions.  Then we will caravan to 

China Camp State Park.  Dress for the 

outdoors and wear comfortable walking 

shoes. 

 

This is a multigenerational educational 

event for all ages.  We are encouraged 

to invite friends.  Once we know who is 

attending we can arrange carpools if 

desired.  The event will be complete by 

4:30pm. 

 

A signup sheet will be posted in the 

narthex.  Please let us know that you 

will join us. 

 

Our thanks to Heidi for spending her 

time with us and sharing her family’s 

rich history of community outreach in 

Marin. 

 

Saturday, February 18th:  Looking 

ahead to February, plan to come to an 

afternoon concert 

which is sure to raise 

your spirits and have 

your toes tapping.  

Mark your calendars. 

Time TBD and more 

details will follow.  

 

 

 

 

December Council Meeting Highlights 
 

 Approved $5000 from the property fund 

for the first phase (drywall removal and 

investigation of damage) for the 

Narthex stairway roof leak repair. 

 

 Thanked Cheri Houts and Dan Watrous 

for serving on the council.   Their terms 

expired at the end of December. 

 

 The annual congregation meeting will 

be held on January 22, 2023. 
 

 Dale Miller 
 

Cong. Elections Meeting Highlights 
 

Unanimously voted to approve the slate  

of leaders (2023-2024) nominated by the 

Nominating Committee: 

 Secretary – Dale Miller 

 Treasurer – Jenny Church 

 SCRC – Susan Morrow 

 CC & Fellowship – Karen Clinton 

 Education – Yvonne Weidmann 

 Outreach – Barbara Bischoff 

 Stewardship – Karen Peters 

 Worship & Music – Susan Boom 

 At Large Council Members –  

  Carol Cunliffe & John Bischoff 
 

Installation of leaders will be on Sunday, 

January 22nd during worship. 

 



EDUCATION 

 

Confirmation Ministry 

 

Our Confirmation Ministry 

continues this Winter and 

Spring as we finish our 

review of some of the 

themes, major sections and 

specific books of the Old 

Testament or First Testament. 

This year we have 7 youth: Robert 

Bayler, Abby Chan, Abby Imwalle, Elise 

Imwalle, Sammi Shaw, Lucie Theobald, 

and Anita Widney-Large. Please keep 

them in your prayers as they learn about 

the practices and beliefs of the Christian-

Lutheran faith. The upcoming schedule is 

as follows: 

 

o January 22
nd

, 5:00 – 6:15pm 

o January 29
th
, See below** 

o February 5
th
, 5:00 – 6:15pm 

o March 5
th
 & 19

th
, 5:00 – 6:15pm 

o March 25
th
, 10:00am – 12 noon** 

o April 2
nd

 & 23
rd
, 5:00 – 6:15pm 

o May 7
th
 & 21

st
, 5:00 – 6:15pm 

 

** Sunday, January 29
th
 our confirmation 

class will join the 75
th
 Anniversary Event 

at China Camp State Park from 2:00 – 

4:30pm.  Parents are invited and 

encouraged to attend as well. 

** Saturday, March 25
th
 participate in 

Social Action’s Spring into Action. 

 

Adult Education 
 This month there are no Sunday morning 

adult education classes. We will, however, 

have a joint Marin Lutheran/Shepherd of the 

Hills series of classes beginning in January 

26 from 6:30 pm to 8 pm at Shepherd of the 

Hills. We will study First Corinthians. If 

there are any topics that you’re interested in 

and would like to study, please send them my 

way (Pastor Tom)! Thanks.  

January Celebrations 
 
Birthdays   
 
 1 Daniel Houts   

 3 Eun-Shil Kim  

  Eric Bergman  

 5 Maggie Harrington  

 8 Marie Conrad  

 16 Tricia Freidman   

  19 Ruth Floyd 

 20 Lorraine Loo  

  Michael Clark  

 27 Cathie Schinski  

 
Anniversaries 
  

 11 Rich & Carolyn Myhre  
 
 

 
 

The internationally renowned 

St. Olaf Choir 

will be performing at Grace Cathedral 

Saturday, February 4
th

 at 3:00pm. 

 

Anton Armstrong, conductor 

 

“Composed of 75 mixed voices,  

the St. Olaf Choir is hailed as the nation’s 

premier a cappella ensemble, renowned for 

its artistry and beauty of sound.” 

 

Purchase tickets HERE 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-olaf-choir-at-grace-cathedral-san-francisco-tickets-429316395897


Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 
 
Shepherd of the Hills is worshipping each Sunday. 

  

o On the first Sunday of January—the 1st, the people of Shepherd of the Hills worship at 

9:30 am with the folks at Marin Lutheran Church.  

o On January 8th, 15th and 22nd at 11 am, Pastor Diane Bowers will lead worship. 

o On January 29th at 11 am—Pastor Tom will lead worship. 

Their services are accompanied by Richard Stevens on organ and/or piano.  

 

Upcoming Adult Education Series 

 

1 Corinthians is one of the most gripping books in the Bible. In this letter, 

Paul, the complicated, layered apostle, writes to the people trying a wild 

new social experiment known as a Christian community. Not unlike the 

church today, this community dealt with factions, sexual immorality, 

gender issues, money issues, theological questions, lawsuits, problems in 

worship, and problems in leadership. 

 

In 1 Corinthians: Searching the Depths of God, Jaime Clark-Soles explores these topics and 

the awe inspiring, breathtaking world of the first-century church. Examining the teachings of 

Paul, she addresses church history, the logic of the cross, spiritual gifts, death, afterlife and the 

resurrection, human sexuality, and the joys and challenges of living in community.  

 

Join us as we learn to look at 1 Corinthians from a variety of viewpoints and apply its lessons  

to our own faith. This 4-part series begins, Thursday, January 26th from 6:30 to 8 pm, 

meeting at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 9 Shepherd Way, Tiburon.  It 

continues on 2/2, 9, & 16.  We will begin with supper and conversation before we open up our 

Bibles. 

 

Pastor Tom 

 

Community Partner Updates: 

MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.  

 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):  Mission and Values— 

from their 2022 Impact Report 

 
The seeds for Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) were planted in 2005, when three hundred 

delegates from synagogues, churches, and other non-profits gathered to commit to building  

a broad-based, non-partisan political organization in Marin County. After four years of 
relationship building, leadership development, research, and initial actions, MOC celebrated  

(Cont’d) 



its Founding Convention on October 25, 2009, when over a thousand delegates from 15 

institutions convened to declare MOC ready for public business. MOC began with a focus on 
increasing services for people experiencing homelessness and then expanded to take on issues 

affecting immigrants, teen, neighborhood safety, and access to healthcare. 

 
As an affiliate of the Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF), the nation’s oldest and largest 

leadership development and organizing network, MOC believes a truly democratic society 
begins in our families, schools, congregations, and non-profits where members develop their 

personhood and values. In MOC, these diverse institutions come together with a common 

vision and the disciplines and practices necessary for engagement in civic life. This work is 

rooted in both our democratic and religious traditions and builds the capacity for ordinary 

people to act powerfully in the public arena on the decisions that impact their lives. 

 
If you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom (pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 

916-479-3308).  
 

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC): 
 
The Monthly Meditation continues Wednesday January 11th, 2023 from  

5:30 - 6:30 pm with Annie Jorgensen. 

 
Annie Jorgensen has studied Raja Yoga Meditation with the Brahma Kumaris 

since 2006. It is a meditation approach that deepens inner peace and 

contentment as well as the relationship with self, others and the Divine. 
 

As a retired educator with an MS in Educational Counseling, Annie is a board member of Living 
Values Education -- a nonprofit global endeavor dedicated to nurturing hearts and educating 

minds of children and young adults. LVE provides an approach and tools to help all people 

connect deeply with their own values and live them. 
 

Join the online meditation with video or phone:  

 
Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09 

Meeting ID: 814 1525 9890 
 

Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in a 
check to the office if you are so moved.  

 

If you missed any of the previous MIC Meditations or 2022’s Prayer Breakfast, 
you can visit their YouTube channel 

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUywjrutazp8_wl3H6Nuibg) and 

browse their library for previous events. You can also subscribe to be notified 
when the videos publish. 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015H2Hz7pfxEb9q2Mon4wU-yYb_Xczdowq3fX1sBhL1aHZSj2EjPLUHWG_udkCxw4RyagzMEnSOymt403Oqc4MwyIkZNVkd1EcLQiO7OjOpzdH4OtnoSagd4MJ4jE8ykKg4Nb5QzW-oww3EET-bqki5JUF2xpHXgFyR5FRjSMs7mpcjSpV4YnrYFrtKJBQcuxHbFfYCK9GH6_csMcfHpGM95VGk8okW4Nk-8qabDg51exWRJgnbmPhyQss3hTOXUN9mfznX4HrV3iDFMAjWHQF-MXzcgxm872L3DCtcjyfkYQbjtmYZYKbLwO_QdOjKvk-QZ6ghrEyUx4=&c=rJYZL8CCzKcGX0QctDw8qQUOSpWM_ZHBNG8eDIKFTQG57hbF13zpDQ==&ch=yZNIMjomcYI3PhnuRzd4zh-44G5PlW1hgcAWi9iFILeNWa04tD-C7Q==
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUywjrutazp8_wl3H6Nuibg


WORSHIP in January 
 

January 1 – First Sunday after Christmas  
As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word 

illumines the world, shining forth to bring all things into being. 

Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live 

among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened 

by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary 

and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the 

world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival 

of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore! 

 

January 8 - Epiphany of Our Lord 
The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the 

Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory 

revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and 

Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and 

people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to 

Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of 

God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. 

We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing 

the good news of God’s love to all people. 

 

January 15 - Baptism of Our Lord  
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. 

Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the 

servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the 

waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and 

named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good 

news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 

 

January 22 - Third Sunday after Epiphany  
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow 

him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in 

darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the 

cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or 

evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy 

table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in 

the net of God’s grace and mercy. 

 

January 29 - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find 

wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the 

merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who 

hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in 

this countercultural way of living and serving. 

 



 

JANUARY 2023 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 

 January 1st         January 8th January 15
th

 January 22nd
 January 29th

 

      

GREETER      

9:30AM Barbara Bischoff MC Houts Blanche Sprague Erna Randig Lorri Reinders 

      

USHER      

9:30AM Tom Schmidt Michael Rosendahl Carol Cunliffe Zlatunich Family Jeff Reinders 

      

ACOLYTE      

      

      

LECTOR      

9:30AM 
Tom S, Ann M, 

Karen P, Inger S, 

Kerry H 

Rebecca Shunk Michele Jacobs John Lacy Tricia Friedman 

      

ALM      

9:30AM Kathy Bayler Susan Morrow Betsy McCormick Susan Boom Paul Davis 

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:30AM      

      

SOUND/VIDEO      

9:30AM 
John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

Dan Watrous 

Bev Kamphoefner 

Dan Watrous 

Rod Seeger 

John Bischoff 

Rod Seeger 

      

COUNTERS      

9:30AM Kamphoefner Reinders Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Reinders 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:30AM Kamphoefners MC Houts Susan Morrow Annual Mtg Brunch Lorri Reinders 

      

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

Bread Baker Jim Kamphoefner Jim Kamphoefner Jim Kamphoefner Jim Kamphoefner Jim Kamphoefner 

      

FLOWERS Poinsettias Kamphoefners    

 


