
 

 

There’s a poem from Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed in our Advent Devotional, From 

Generation to Generation, that I just love. It will show up on the Thursday before 

Christmas, here’s a preview: 

 

My heart and I have an agreement. 

Every year we show up here— 

here in the sanctuary, 

here with the candles and the tall ceilings, 

here with the creaky church pews 

and the songs of silent nights. 
 

My heart and I have an agreement. 

Every year we show up here— 

at the end of the year, 

after another 12 months 

of humanity, of me 

trying to 

keep it all together, 

trying to 

keep my head above water, 

trying to 

keep up appearances. 

 

Every year we show up here. 

We drop it all. 

We leave it at the door. 

We come into this space 

and I swear it feels different. 
 

Maybe it’s God. 

Maybe it’s hope. 

Maybe it’s love. 

But whatever it is, 

I need it 

every year, 

so we show up here. 

Tell us again the story of tonight. 
 

My heart needs it. 

 

 

My heart needs it too! We all need it! Plan now to invite your family and friends to 

come with you to one or more of our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services 

(12/24: 4, 6 & 10:30 pm; 12/25: 9:30 am), to celebrate Christ being born into the world 

and into our lives. 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Tom  



Advent & Christmas Calendar of Events 
 
Sunday, November 27th, 9:30am:  
 The First Sunday of Advent:  We begin with Matthew’s long list of 
  names – each one holds a story which gives way to Christ’s story. 
 

 Thursday, December 1st, 7:00pm: 
  Advent Evening Service on ZOOM –  Holden Evening Prayer  
 
Saturday, December 3rd, 9:00am – 12noon: Christmas Decorating 

 
Sunday, December 4th, 9:30am:  
 The Second Sunday of Advent: When the angel comes to Mary she is 
 perplexed and confused. Yet, the angel’s news is: “Do not be afraid.” 
 

 Sunday, December 4th following the service: Congregation 
  Elections Meeting 
 

 Thursday, December 8th, 7:00pm: 
  Advent Evening Service on ZOOM –  Holden Evening Prayer 

 
Sunday, December 11th  
 The Third Sunday of Advent: Mary’s pregnancy becomes, for Joseph,  
  a holy invitation to choose a better way. 

 

Sunday, December 11th, 4 & 5:00pm:  
 St. Nicholas Festival –  
 Activities for children and dinner for ALL 

 

Thursday, December 15th, 7:00pm: 
 Advent Evening Service on ZOOM –  Holden Evening Prayer 

 

Sunday, December 18th, 9:30am:  
 The Fourth Sunday of Advent: Mary receives a blessing from her 
  Elizabeth as her own child leaps and kicks within her womb. 
 

 Sunday, December 18th, 3:00pm:  
  German Language Christmas Service  
 

 Thursday, December 22nd, 7:00pm: 
  Advent Evening Service on ZOOM –  Holden Evening Prayer 
 

Saturday, December 24th: Christmas Eve:  
 We tell this story every year.  We tell this story because it brings us hope 
 and good news! 
 4:00 p.m.: A Family-friendly Christmas Service 
 6:00 p.m.: A Candle-lit Service of the Lessons and Carols of Christmas 
 10:30 p.m.: Traditional Candlelight Christmas Celebration 
 
Sunday, December 25th:  
 Christmas Day – On this Sunday we celebrate the many ways God dwells 
 with us from generation to generation, since the beginning of time. 
 9:30am – Service at Marin Lutheran Church 
 11:00am – Service at Shepherd of the Hills, Tiburon 

 



Principal Accompanist 
 

We are very happy to let everyone know that Robert Allen 

has accepted our offer to be the principal accompanist for 

Marin Lutheran.  Robert has been available to fill in for 

Laura over the years, and after she moved at the end of 

August he was our main accompanist.  We are thankful that 

he applied for the position, and welcome him as a staff 

member.  He and Andrei, along with Dawn, Patricia and our choir have already been making 

beautiful music together and we are looking forward to what they have in store for us in the 

future. 
 

Though he is already a part of our church family, take the time to welcome him as our new 

principal accompanist.  With our Christmas services (all 4 of them) just around the corner, he’s 

diving right into the thick of things!  We look forward to a wonderful musical Christmas, and 

much more music making ahead! 
 

 

Property – Bev Kamphoefner 
 

In November, the tracks and canopies for the patio shade structure were installed.  Although we do 

not need them over the winter months, they are ready to be extended and provide shade on the 

patio as soon as is needed this spring and summer.  We will be talking with the Richards family and 

others whose memorial gifts were used to complete this project to come up with a date for the 

dedication.  One possibility might be Palm Sunday – that is the day the patio was dedicated in 2012. 

 

My thanks to the “patio team”, Barbara Bischoff, Paul Davis and Michael Houts for sticking with this 

project for 4 years.  Good things are worth waiting for, and I believe this is a very good thing!  

Come the new year, we will likely decide to retire this team! 
 

 

Finance  
 

For a month leading up to Giving Tuesday, we received daily emails  

from organizations we support (and some we don’t) asking us to be sure  

to make a donation.  You will not get a daily email from us, but our request is  

the same, please support our wonderful community of Marin Lutheran Church with  

a generous year-end donation. 
 

November was a fairly good giving month of ~ $26,000.  It was $2,000 below plan but because 

October was a banner giving month, we head into December $4,500 ahead of our giving plan.  

Because of Christmas and year-end gifts, our ministry plan already assigns a larger number  

to expected December giving--$35,000. The finance team is concerned because some special  

“year-end” gifts have already been received in October.  But maybe we should, for a moment, 

stop worrying about budgets and plans, and remember that God has gifted us generously.  Let 

us in turn be generous so MLC can continue to carry out God’s mission. 

         Joyfully, Jim Kamphoefner 



75th Anniversary Celebration Events 
 

December: Feast of St. Nicholas, 12/11 

~ Children 3 years through 5th grade are invited for 

activities and crafts at 4:00pm.  Parents, enjoy a free 

hour+. 

~ All are invited to attend the dinner at 5:30pm. 

~ We’ll begin gathering in the Parish Hall at 5:00pm;  

there will be a time for carol singing before we eat. 

~ Then enjoy visiting over a delicious Christmas pasta dinner. 

~ St. Nicholas will make an appearance with small gifts for the children. 
 

~ In the spirit of giving, we will be collecting warm caps, mittens/gloves and 

warm scarves for the SF Night Ministry to distribute to those in need on the cold 

streets of San Francisco.  

~ Please RSVP asap (preferably before 12/4).  We need to determine supplies 

needed for the crafts as well as the food needed, so stay tuned to your email.  

 

 

January: Chinese New Year at China Camp, 1/29/23 
 

Visit San Rafael’s China Camp and learn about the Chinese 

Exclusion Act of 1882.  This outreach event will be hosted  

by fifth generation San Rafael resident, Heidi Kuhn, founder 

and CEO of Roots of Peace, whose great-grandparents, the 

McNears, offered their land to the Chinese immigrants to 

fish. Join us as we spend the afternoon with Heidi and her 

amazing story telling. 
 

As we look ahead to this event our theme this Advent season, “From Generation to 

Generation” is very relevant.  We will hear from Heidi about the generations from her 

family who made their mark in Marin County and now are impacting areas around the 

world with their work. 
 

Heidi’s father, Robert Scott Thomas, died this fall at the young age of 93.  We can get to 

know him a little bit by reading portions of his obituary, below: 
 

 Robert Scott Thomas August 4, 1929 - October 23, 2022.  Robert 'Bob' was the 

true patriarch of the McNear Family and the 'Last Man Standing' in America's 

greatest generation of Marin County.  John Wayne was an actor, but our 

Grandpa Bob was the true California cowboy who was born into an early 

California pioneer family who carried forth the principals of respecting the land 

and its people.  He proudly passed these ethics onto the next generation, with the 

spirit of 'Never, never give up!'  His great-great-grandfather, Captain John 

Augustus McNear, purchased 2,500 acres of property in 1868, which consisted of 



land which today is known as Glenwood, Peacock Gap, McNear's Beach, China 

Camp, Miwok Meadows, and Back Ranch. This was his backyard, before modern 

subdivisions were built, and he always kept his humility and respect for the 

land.  

 During World War II, when his cousins all went out to war, he obtained a 

driver’s license at age 12, and managed the ranch by himself with hard work and 

business ethics - milking the cows and bravely embracing other ranch activities 

required before dawn. Then he walked 2 miles from McNear's point to San 

Rafael High School to meet with his lifelong buddies Rich Nave, Mario Ghilotti, 

Tom McGrath, Leo Andre, and other natives who were the 'Class of 1948'.   

 In his professional career, Bob worked for John Oglesby Engineering firm 

designing and creating much of Marinwood, Sausalito, Tiburon, Mill Valley and 

other modern-day subdivisions of Marin County. He was also President of 

McNear Block Company which helped to build the San Francisco Bay Area.  

Before him, when the city burnt down during the great Earthquake of 1906, his 

family had the fortitude to rebuild San Francisco -- brick by brick. 

 Bob married the love of his life, Barbara Rowan Thomas, whom he met at San 

Rafael High School during the 1940's. They had two children, Heidi Thomas 

Kuhn and Robert Scott Thomas.  

 In his later life, he was Senior Advisor for Roots of Peace, and was the 'wind 

beneath the wings' of his daughter, Heidi, as she set forth on a quest to bring 

forth the principles of the McNear family spirit by respecting the land and its 

people through the removal of landmines and the planting of sustainable peace 

through agriculture for the past quarter of a century.  

 

From the Marin IJ, comes this article about Heidi Kuhn, our host for the January 

Celebration Event at China Camp. 

 



Marin Lutheran Church Women 

 
December 1st at 10:30am, the women participating in the monthly Bible 

study will gather at Jane’s home.  We will join in an Advent devotion, 

enjoy brunch together, prepare cards for the homebound and other 

friends, and complete our annual monetary gift decisions. (Please note 

the change in time and location.) 

 

December 15th, at 9:00am our quilt ministry continues at Jane's. We 

want to say a big thank you to all who helped in so many ways to make 

our year so productive.  

 

We look forward to the new year when we hope that more women will join these regular 

monthly activities.  Christmas blessings to all, 

        Jane McKenzie 
 

Confirmation Ministry 
 
Our Confirmation Ministry continues this month. We meet 
on Friday the 2nd for our annual visit to Rodef Shalom and 
their Shabbat service. Afterwards we have dinner together 
in an area restaurant.  
 
On Sunday the 11th from 4 to 6 pm we will participate and help out with the Festival 
of Saint Nicholas.  
 
This year we have 7 youth: Robert Bayler, Abby Chan, Abby Imwalle, Elise Imwalle, 
Sammi Shaw, Lucie Theobald, and Anita Widney-Large. Please keep them in your 
prayers as they learn about the practices and beliefs of the Christian-Lutheran faith.  

 
 
 Adult Education 
 

This month there are no adult education classes. They will begin again in the new year. If 

there are any topics that you’re interested in and would like to study, please send them my 

way (Pastor Tom)! Thanks.  

 
 

November Council Meeting Highlights 
 

 Approved hiring of Robert Allen to be principal  

accompanist. 
 

 Approved expenditure of $2,124 from the  

property fund for repair of the sanctuary furnace. 
 

 Reviewed the proposed ministry plan for 2023. 
 

 The Annual Congregation Meeting is scheduled  

for January 22nd. 

 

Congregational 

Election Meeting 
 

Sunday, December 4th 
following the worship service. 

 

Please plan to stay to vote on the 

slate of candidates the Nominating 

Committee secured for 2023-25 

leadership positions. 
 

There will be a short financial 

update as well. 



MLC Notebook 

 
 

 

 

  
  

Christmas Decorating 
 

Saturday, December 3rd from 9am  

to 12noon Christmas decorations  

will be put up in the sanctuary.  

Please come and lend a helping hand.  

The window wreaths are hung, 

Chrismons are hung on the tree and 

outside decorations are put up.  It’s  

a fun day with friends. 

 

Poinsettias 

A sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex to 

provide poinsettia plants for the sanctuary for 

the Christmas season.  Each  

plant costs $10.  Sign the  

sheet, let us know how  

many plants you’d like  

and include a dedication 

 for the bulletin if you’d like.  

 

Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2023 will soon be in 

the narthex to be picked up.  If you’d like 

envelopes and don’t find a box with our 

name on it, let us know and we will get a box 

for you.  There are not envelopes for those 

that use online giving routinely. 

 

2023 Commitments  

If you have not done so as yet, please turn in 

your commitment card for 2023.  Drop it in 

the offering plate any Sunday or bring/send it 

to the church office. 

 

Condolences 

 

Jeanne Burt died on November 17th.  

She was 99.  She and Stuart joined Marin 

Lutheran at the end of the construction  

of our sanctuary.  They remained 

members here until nine years ago when 

they moved to Bellingham, WA to be 

closer to their children.  Stuart passed 

away some years ago. 

 

Braxton Mitchell died on November 

18th.  He was 23.  Braxton, his mother, 

Faye, and brother, Tristan came to Marin 

Lutheran in 2011.  They were here 

through the boys’ middle school and high 

school years, after which the boys went 

off to college and Faye moved to Arizona 

for work.  Braxton was a frequent 

participant in our youth group activities. 

 

We send our heartfelt sympathy to both 

Jeanne’s and Braxton’s family & friends.  

Jeanne lived a long complete life, 

Braxton’s life was too short.  Both were 

loved and will be missed by many. 

 

 

Advent Evening Services 
 

Each of the Thursday nights in Advent – 

December 1, 8, 15 & 22 – we will hold a 

short service on Zoom ONLY.  They will 

begin at 7:00pm.  Zoom ID : 4159243782. 

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/4159243782 

We will use Marty Haugen’s, Holden 

Evening Prayer Service.  Join us to relax  

and rejuvenate after a busy day. 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/4159243782


Social Action Ministry Team News, by Barbara Allen 

 
Food Drive for the San Francisco-Marin Food Bank (Oct. 23 - November 20).  

Thank you to everyone who donated to our 

food drive!  With many families experiencing 

food insecurity, your contributions are very 

much appreciated.  On November 20, 

Stewardship Sunday, our congregation 

actively took part in laying our offerings at 

God's table, by carrying our commitment 

cards for 2023, our regular offerings, women's 

offerings, and our donations of food to the 

altar.  A big “Thank you!” also goes out to Rod 

and Sandy Seeger for transporting the bags 

filled with 532# of food to the food bank.  As 

you can see, their car was full!   

 

 

Hope for the Holidays Card Writing Campaign 

(November 13 - 27).  Thank you to everyone who 

wrote warm, supportive messages of hope and joy 

on Christmas cards during this campaign.  The 

cards were sent to Lutheran Immigration and 

Refugee Service (LIRS) who will distribute them  

to immigrants in detention centers in time for 

Christmas.  On Sunday, November 13, we kicked 

off the campaign with a table of cards in the 

narthex for those who could stay and write cards 

after the worship service.  Other folks took cards 

home and returned them by November 27.     

 

 

LSS Holiday Gift Drive (November 6 – 27).  LSS sponsored an online registry 

style gift drive for adults and children.  We could choose needed items from 

retailers and have them sent directly to LSS for distribution to the families served 

by Lutheran Social Services of Northern California.  Thank you to all who 

participated in this gift drive which will help brighten our neighbors holiday. 

 

 

Angel Tree - November 20 through December 18 

The Angel Tree arrived in the narthex on November 20.  It will 

stand in the narthex adorned with hanging tags that provide 

specific gift or donation requests.  This advent season we have 

many opportunities to share our blessings to bring special 

holiday joy to those in need.  As you pass by the tree, take a 

tag home with you, and help brighten the holiday season for 

many in our community.  

 



November Benevolences   

One of the missions assigned to the Social Action Committee is to make charitable 

donations from our operating budget on behalf of our church.  We are on the 

lookout for organizations that address local, national, and international areas of 

need.  At our November meeting, we chose to make donations to the following 

organizations: 

 LSS (Lutheran Social Services of Northern California)  

 LIRS (Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service) 

 The Rwanda School Project.  This project provides high quality secondary 

education in Rwanda by offering a secure and nurturing school environment 

that transforms vulnerable youth into future leaders and problem solvers who 

champion environmental sustainability and social change.  Founded upon the 

principles of Christianity, the project recognizes and acknowledges students 

from all religious backgrounds and beliefs by promoting a school culture of 

awareness, respect, and tolerance. 

 

 

Looking Ahead to January 2023 

 

Dinner for Residents of Jonathan’s Place in San Rafael (formerly Mill Street 

Center) 

Marin Lutheran Church has agreed to 

provide and help serve dinner for the 

approximately 40 residents of Jonathan’s 

Place the third Thursday of the month.  

Our first opportunity to be a part of this 

project will be on Thursday, Jan. 19, 2023. 

 

The requirements and guidelines for this 

project have changed from those we 

followed for the old Mill Street Center.  

More information will be made available to 

the congregation in the upcoming weeks.  

We will need volunteers to supply food and 

to help serve the dinners. 

 

Jonathan’s Place, pictured here, opened this past summer. 

 

 

Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary (PLTS) Collection Drive 

Our annual collection drive for the student pantry at PLTS will begin in January 

2023.  Personal care items (shampoo, toothpaste, tampons, soap, etc.), household 

items (paper towels, Kleenex, laundry detergent), and non-perishable food are all 

needed and appreciated.  Collection bins will be in the narthex and right outside the 

front door of the church. 

 
 



Update on LIRS and Afghan Allies 
 

Our congregation continues to support the wonderful Lutheran 

Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS), with money and with the 

Christmas cards our Social Action Team gathers for refugees detained 

at our borders. We want to share that LIRS was recently awarded $15 

million from the philanthropist MacKenzie Scott in recognition of its 

groundbreaking and empowering work, so that it can expand its 

Welcome Centers and continue to help new immigrant families build 

stable lives in the United States. Congratulations on the well-deserved 

recognition! 

 

You probably remember the prominent role LIRS played in welcoming our Afghan allies who 

were evacuated last year. Those vulnerable evacuees are currently going through the asylum law 

process, which means they may wait years to learn if they can stay in the U.S. permanently, and 

meanwhile they are living in legal limbo with no way to apply to bring family members who 

were left behind. A bipartisan group of senators recently introduced the “Afghan Adjustment 

Act,” which removes them from the backlogged asylum system and provides a different specific 

legal path for these allies to receive permanent status. You can contact your Congressional 

representatives about the bill, and you can learn more from LIRS here: https://www.lirs.org/the-

afghan-adjustment-act-why-it-is-essential 

Emily Rosendahl 
 

 

2023 Mexico House Building Mission 

Trip with Elim 
Trip Dates: March 27 - April 1, 2023 

Registration Deadline: December 4, 2022 
 

Elim's Mexico House Building Mission 

Trip will resume this coming Spring Break, 

March 27 - April 1, 2023.  We'd love for you to 

join us and be a part of something special!  We 

will build a house for a needy family living in 

the Tijuana/Tecate area of Mexico.  It will be a 

week of experiences that will change someone 

else's life and your own.  Those eligible are 

adults and youth starting at 7th grade (6th 

graders with a parent in attendance).  Cost is 

$395. Camperships are available.  Registration 

forms are located at 

www.elimpetaluma.org/mexico-house-

building-mission.  Deadline for registration  

is Sunday, December 4 with a $195 deposit. 
  

Questions? Contact Dave: geebees@sonic.net 

 DECEMBER Celebrations 

 

Birthdays  

 

5 Miles Imwalle 

7 Isaiah Clark-Hexter 

8 Adelaide Shunk 

Lindsey Theobald  

11 Susan Schmidt  

13 Jim Bedilion 

 Monica Bergman 

15 Hannah Kim 

19 Michele Peck  

21 Anna Bischoff 

27 Mette Wong 

30 Vivi Chan  

31 Rick Cunliffe 

 

 

https://www.lirs.org/the-afghan-adjustment-act-why-it-is-essential
https://www.lirs.org/the-afghan-adjustment-act-why-it-is-essential
http://www.elimpetaluma.org/mexico-house-building-mission
http://www.elimpetaluma.org/mexico-house-building-mission
mailto:geebees@sonic.net


  

Stewardship of Science or Science of Stewardship? – John Bischoff 

 
By the time you read this the 75th 
anniversary celebration period will have 
kicked off! 
 

I’ve always been a science guy.  I stuck with 
it even though my first dedicated science 
class in 7th grade was with the dreaded Mrs. 
Tibbles who terrorized my sister.  Degrees in 
Physics and Computer Science promote a 
logical way of analyzing, decision making, 
and thinking.  I have found that it gets me on 
any jury where I end up in the initial 
courtroom pool.  When dealing with a 
decision or issue at our house, sometimes 
there is a discussion with the more artistic, 
tactile, esthetically oriented members of the 
family, but we always seem to get to a good, 
balanced outcome.  To me, Stewardship of 
Science means respecting “the method” and 
using it in life in a helpful way. 
 

In October, the article in the Lake Institute  
of Faith and Giving (“An Art and a Science”, 
Meredith McNabb, 
https://lakeinstitute.org/resource-
library/october-issue1-2022/  gives  
a perspective on this in relation to 
philanthropy and giving.  The author 
describes a conference she attended where 
a professor presented the results of a study 
on how religion affects charitable giving.  
The results (this should be no surprise to us) 
supported the author’s experience that yes, 
indeed, there is a “correlation between 
religiosity [which apparently is a word] and 
socially desirable practices like charitable 
giving”.  I’m not surprised given the 
generosity I see all the time at MLC and  
at other organizations where religiously 
oriented groups participate such as Marin 
Organizing Committee. 
 

MLC hasn’t survived 75 years because of 
chance, it survived because many people 

over the years applied their religiosity to 
keep it going.  It also took open, progressive 
thinking promoted from the pulpit and the 
greater ELCA church, as well as reflected in 
the words and actions of the members.  It 
also took members’ acceptance of each 
other’s more radical or conservative 
approaches in favor of the common good for 
MLC.  I think other churches, including ELCA 
churches, may be closing across the country 
and world because they have been unwilling 
to accept the societal changes in thinking 
and preferences for worship styles that 
inevitably happen over time.  This creates an 
irrelevancy that prospective joiners can’t 
accept.  The prospective member pool is the 
greater society after all so what is offered 
and preached must be appealing.  Yet there 
are churches today that attract members 
who prefer more ancient or strict dogmas, 
and these churches are also prone to 
generosity.  Enthusiasm for the church, its 
programs and philanthropy towards world 
causes is magnified when a group feels they 
are doing the right thing for the common 
good. 
 

In November the celebration began on  
All Saints Sunday. Let us re-energize, 
remembering why we are here and why  
we do what we do for MLC and the world. 
 

Ann, Cheri and the 75th planning group have 
a great line-up of special events scheduled 
throughout the upcoming months.  Many of 
these events will present opportunities to 
exercise your stewardship in planning and 
executing (and, yes, cleaning up after).  We 
might be able to throw in a couple of other 
events as well! 
 

On Nov. 20th we held our Grace in Action 
Stewardship celebration, with a wonderful 
service and appreciation brunch afterwards.  

https://lakeinstitute.org/resource-library/october-issue1-2022/
https://lakeinstitute.org/resource-library/october-issue1-2022/


For those who have not turned in your 2023 commitment cards, please do so at any time. 

Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 
 
Shepherd of the Hills worships each Sunday. 
  

o On the first Sunday of December—the 4th, the 

people of Shepherd of the Hills worship at 9:30 

am with the folks at Marin Lutheran Church.  

o On December 11th & 18th at 11 am, Pastor Diane 

Bowers will lead worship. 

o Christmas Eve, December 24th our sisters & brothers at SHLC are invited to join 

any of the services at MLC – 4:00pm, 6:00pm or 10:30pm. 

o On December 25th at 11 am—Pastor Tom will lead worship. 
 

Each Sunday Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays the organ and/or piano.  
 
 

Community Partner Updates: 
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.  
 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)  
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and 
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power 
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member 
institutions. 
 

If you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom (pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 
916-479-3308).  
 

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update 
 

The Monthly Meditation continues Wednesday  
December 14th from 5:30 - 6:30 pm PST with Scott Clark 
 

Join the online meditation with video or phone:  
 

Join Zoom Meeting:  Meeting ID: 814 1525 9890 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09 
 
Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in a 
check to the office if you are so moved.  

 

If you missed any of the previous MIC Meditations or this year's Prayer 
Breakfast, you can visit our YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUywjrutazp8_wl3H6Nuibg) and 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015H2Hz7pfxEb9q2Mon4wU-yYb_Xczdowq3fX1sBhL1aHZSj2EjPLUHWG_udkCxw4RyagzMEnSOymt403Oqc4MwyIkZNVkd1EcLQiO7OjOpzdH4OtnoSagd4MJ4jE8ykKg4Nb5QzW-oww3EET-bqki5JUF2xpHXgFyR5FRjSMs7mpcjSpV4YnrYFrtKJBQcuxHbFfYCK9GH6_csMcfHpGM95VGk8okW4Nk-8qabDg51exWRJgnbmPhyQss3hTOXUN9mfznX4HrV3iDFMAjWHQF-MXzcgxm872L3DCtcjyfkYQbjtmYZYKbLwO_QdOjKvk-QZ6ghrEyUx4=&c=rJYZL8CCzKcGX0QctDw8qQUOSpWM_ZHBNG8eDIKFTQG57hbF13zpDQ==&ch=yZNIMjomcYI3PhnuRzd4zh-44G5PlW1hgcAWi9iFILeNWa04tD-C7Q==
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUywjrutazp8_wl3H6Nuibg


browse our library for previous events. We also suggest you subscribe to be notified when the 
videos publish. 

Worship in December 
 

Sunday, December 4th  
When the angel Gabriel comes 
to Mary, she is perplexed and 
confused—and no doubt, afraid. 
And yet, the angel’s news is: “Do 
not be afraid.” Do not be afraid. 
We hear this refrain all 
throughout the Christmas story 
and remember it is the most 

common phrase in all the bible. From 
generation to generation, God shows up in 
the midst of our fear and uncertainty and 
confusion. From generation to generation, 
faithful people have said “yes” despite 
apprehension. From generation to 
generation, our ancestors in faith have 
accepted the invitation. The prophecy in 
Isaiah paints a vision of what we work 
toward when we say “yes”: righteousness 
and equity reign, the wolf lives with the 
lamb, no harm or hurt shall destroy the 
earth, a child shall lead the way.  
 

Sunday, December 11th  
As far as Joseph knows, his new wife has 
been unfaithful to him and broken their 
marriage contract. And yet, instead of 
punishment, he chooses not to publicly 
disgrace or humiliate her. This interruption 
in his life becomes a holy invitation when 
the angel comes to him in a dream and says, 
“Do not be afraid.” When he awakes, Joseph 
once again has the courage to choose a 
better way. He chooses to stay with Mary, to 
become an adoptive parent. He chooses 
peace over violence, grace over 
condemnation. Isaiah 35 is a vision of what 
happens when we choose a better way: the 
wilderness blooms, water breaks forth in the 
 desert, eyes are opened, 
 ears are unstopped,  
 sorrow and sadness  
 flee away. A highway  

 shall 
appear, and it  
 will 
become a holy way.  
Sunday, December 18th  
This week we return to 
Mary’s experience. After 

receiving the news from the angel, she 
retreats to her cousin Elizabeth’s house. 
When Mary arrives (perhaps unannounced), 
Elizabeth doesn’t just welcome her—she is 
filled with the Holy Spirit and speaks a 
blessing upon Mary as her own child leaps 
and kicks within her womb. She sees how 
God is at work and names it out loud. In this 
moment of profound solidarity, Mary and 
Elizabeth see the divine in one another. 
From generation to generation, we can see 
how God is at work in our relationships. The 
way we see the divine in each other impacts 
how we live and move in the world. When 
we view every human being as a child of 
God, we generate a different world.  
 
Saturday, December 24th  
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the 
light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that 
the light of the long-promised king will 
illumine the world and bring endless peace 
and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of 
God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to 
all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ 
birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. 
Filled with the light that 
shines in our lives, we go 
forth to share the light of 
Christ with the whole 
world. 
 
Sunday, December 25th  
Today we celebrate the 
incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live 



among us in the person of Jesus Christ then 
and now. We celebrate the many ways God 
dwells with us from generation to 
generation, since the beginning of time. 


