
 

 

The German mystic from the 13th and early 14th century—Meister Eckhart—is 

reported to have said that if the only prayer you make is "thank you," that will suffice. 

 

The story is told of an elderly woman and her daily habit of prayer. Each 

morning, as she took her walk, she gave thanks for the many blessings in her life. 

Though she walked slowly through her neighborhood, burdened by the aging process 

and the grief accompanying her years as a widow, she confessed that she never ran out 

of things for which to be thankful. Her simple practice of thanksgiving shaped how she 

lived her life, how she faced aging, and how she related to others. 

 

 Yes! If the only prayer you make is "thank you," that will be enough. And, "thank 

you" can be said over and over again not just to God for the blessings of this day, but to 

everyone whose life touches yours in a creative way. Such gratitude, I believe, opens us 

to new blessings, but more importantly opens our hands to bless others. 

 

As we enter this Thanksgiving season, take a moment to give thanks to God for 

everything! (And check out the “Gratitude Every Day Calendar” in this newsletter).  

 

Happy November!  

Pastor Tom  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Celebrating our Past, 
       Imagining our Future 
 

All Saints Sunday, November 6th is the beginning of our  
months-long celebration for our 75th anniversary.  Each month 

we will host an event to spotlight a ministry focus.  An 
information card will be mailed shortly, with additional 

information about these events in newsletters and website. 
 
 

November 6, 2022 
 
Seventy-five 
years ago this 
week, the saints 
who would 
become MLC’s 
founding 
congregation 
gathered 

together for the very first time at 
Brown’s Hall in Mill Valley! Join us in 
worship on All Saints Sunday as we 
begin our seven-month celebration of 
MLC’s 75th Anniversary.   
 

December 11, 2022 
Nicholas, a 
4th century 
Bishop of Myra, 
especially 
known for his 
secret gift-
giving, is  
also credited 
with many 

miracles.  Known as the patron saint of 
children, his generosity and kindness led 
to the inspiration for Santa Claus.  We 
celebrate his feast day with activities/ 
crafts for the children, a delicious 
supper, a visit from St. Nicholas and 
with gift giving of our own.  Join us for 
this late afternoon/early evening event.   

 

January 29, 2023 
 

Visit San Rafael’s 
China Camp  
and learn about 
the Chinese 
Exclusion  Act  
of 1882. This 
outreach event 
will be hosted by 
fifth generation San Rafael resident, 
Heidi Kuhn, founder and CEO of Roots 
of Peace, whose great-grandparents, the 
McNears, offered their land to the 
Chinese immigrants to fish. Join us as we 
spend the afternoon with Heidi and her 
amazing story telling.  
 

February 18, 2023 
 

What would a 
celebration of 
MLC’s 75th 
Anniversary be 
without music 
and singing? 
Join us as we 
celebrate our 
anniversary with an afternoon concert of 
musical selections from our choir and 
musicians.   

 



March 25, 2023  
 
Social Action’s 
“Spring Into 
Action” will 
feature stations 
for groups to 
assemble care 
packages, write 
cards to 

refugees, learn how to quilt tie and more! 
Learn, laugh and serve as we reach out 
to touch the lives of those in need! 
 

Celebration Weekend 
 
April 29, 2023: 
Please join us at 
Marin Lutheran 
on the patio for 
a late afternoon 
reception.  Enjoy 
visiting with 
refreshments 

and music.  All are welcome!  We 
especially look forward to gathering 
with our out-of-area guests.   

 
April 30, 2023:  Celebrate MLC’s 75th 
anniversary at our 9:30 am worship 
service where we will give thanks to  
God for all those who founded this 
community of believers and all who 
have participated in this fellowship  
over the last 75 years. Worship will be 
followed by a celebratory luncheon at 
Homeward Bound’s Key Room 
(Novato).   
 

May 28, 2023 
 

Festival Worship!  

Join us for the  

conclusion of the 

seven-month long  

celebration of our  

anniversary as  

we look forward  

to the future of Marin Lutheran Church.   

 

Event details at: 
www.marinlutheran.org   

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~
November Birthdays 
 

1 Clint Bastin 

4 Joanna West  

5 Michaela Marymor 

8 Nicky Church 

10 Sandy Seeger 

12 Craig Geiger 

13 Erika Cunliffe 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Emily Rosendahl 

21 Roy Allen 

23 Keith Chan 

28 Cathy Bedilion 

29 Dan Watrous 

 Betsy McCormick  

30 Carolyn Myhre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Anna & Justin and  
Nick & Anna on their weddings this year! 
 

http://www.marinlutheran.org/


October Council Meeting   
 

 The 75th anniversary celebration, “Celebrating our Past, 

Imaging Our Future”, kickoff will occur on November 6, 

2022, All Saints Sunday.   A postcard of events will go out 

in the mail.  

 Pastor Tom presented a report on The Sierra Pacific Synod Bridges Conference 

that was held on October 9, 2022 at PLTS in Berkeley.  Dave Miller of All Saints 

Lutheran Church in Novato was elected Conference Dean.    Interim Bishop 

Burkat and Synod Council VP Simon Wong updated the attendees on their work 

in assessing the resources and organization of the SPS, planning for the next 

synod assembly, and the election of a new bishop. 

 The accompanist hiring committee continues its work on selecting and hiring an 

accompanist.   

 Dale Miller 
 

 

Marin Lutheran Church Women  

 

Bible Study 

 Thursday, November 3 at 10am – Meet in narthex 

Session 3: "creatures", offers us an opportunity to observe and learn about God from birds, foxes, 

sheep, dogs and other animals, while considering habitat protection, food justice and the model 

of trust.  The study has been sent via email for review. 

 

Quilt Ministry 

 Thursday, November 17 from 9am – ?  Hours are flexible, meet at Jane's.  

 

Thank offerings. 

Sunday November 20, we will collect thank 

offerings to support the work of WELCA. 

What do our offerings support? 
 

The founders of Women of the ELCA in 1988 

decided that thank offerings would  support the 

ongoing ministries of the church wide women's 

organizations.  Our founders would be amazed 

to see what all that covers these days. 
 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/ministry-

action/justice  

 

 

101 quilts created over the past year begin 

their journey to the LWR Ingathering! 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/ministry-action/justice
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/ministry-action/justice


75th Anniversary Events 
 

All Saints Sunday, November 6th 

Our anniversary celebration begins with worship at 9:30am.  We remember all the saints 

who helped create this community of faith.  Our choir will sing a special anthem, we’ll 

remember loved ones in the prayers and we will view a short video of the early years of our 

church.  JOIN US! 

 

Feast of St. Nicholas, December 11th 

   ~ Children are invited for activities and crafts at 4:00pm.  Parents, enjoy 

 a free hour+. 

~ We’ll begin to gather at 5:00pm for a Christmas dinner in the Parish 

 Hall.  All  are invited to attend the dinner at 5:30pm. 

~ There will be a time for carol singing before we eat. 

~ Enjoy visiting over a delicious pasta dinner 

~ St. Nicholas will make an appearance with small gifts for the children 
 

~ In the spirit of giving, we will be collecting warm caps, mittens/gloves 

 and warm scarves for the SF Night Ministry to distribute to those in 

 need on the cold streets of San Francisco. 

~ We will ask for RSVPs in order to determine supplies needed for the 

 crafts as well as the food needed, so stay tuned to your email.  

 
 

Property 

 
On Saturday, October 15th we had a fabulous turn out for our 

church work day.  Eighteen people came and knocked every item 

off the “to do” list. Thanks to Cathy & Jim B, Katie B, Barbara & 

John B, Susan B, Pr. Tom, Tom G, Cheri & Michael H, Lorraine 

L, Faith M, Ron R, Ryan R, Sandy S, Rob Z and Jim & Bev K for 

your determination, hard work and good humor!  Kitchens were 

scrubbed, cobwebs abated, the sandbox disassembled, the white fence is WHITE again, more 

cobwebs, plants trimmmmed, address numbers put up, smoke detector batteries changed, patio 

plants replanted, even more cobwebs, storage closet organized, windows washed, dump runs 

made.  Did I mention cobwebs?  It was a successful, enjoyable (believe-it-or-not) day. 

 

We’ve been acclimating to the wooden patio trellis structure, while the fabric canopies are 

being made.  We anticipate that by the end of November, they will be installed and ready for 

the sun of next spring and summer! 

 

Mark your calendars for the 3rd of December when we will be decorating 

the church for Christmas.  It’s a fun day of hanging Chrismons & wreaths. 
 

Bev Kamphoefner 



Social Action News, shared by Cheri Houts 

 

Homeward Bound Family Center: 

 “ Thank You!”, to all MLC volunteers who participated on our annual Family shelter 

renovation project that took place Oct. 28 & 29. This is the only shelter in Southern Marin that 

provides housing and support, for homeless parents with children.  It is in constant use and 

receives much wear and tear. 

 Each year the house managers provide us with their wish list of needed repairs and tasks, 

and we set to work, pricing, planning and gathering needed supplies and energy, and recruiting 

volunteers for the tasks at hand.  With your hard work and support, we had another 

spectacular shelter make over.  We painted, cleaned, built, repaired, installed and organized, 

smiled, grunted, enjoyed lunch together, labored and laughed. It is always a very rewarding and 

humbling experience.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Drive: 

 Our current food drive for the Marin-SF Food bank is underway and will continue through 

Stewardship Sunday, November 20th. Please bring your contributions to the drop-off bin in 

front of the main entrance, place your items in the bin in the narthex, or bring them forward to 

the altar on Stewardship Sunday.    

 Before the pandemic, one in five neighbors was at risk for hunger. Now we know the need 

is even greater.  Every week, over 50,000 households count on the Marin– SF food bank for 

food assistance.   

 What foods are needed most?  Tuna, canned meat, peanut butter, soup, chili, beans, 

cereal, canned fruit and vegetables, rice, pasta & oats.                                                          

 As always your generosity is deeply appreciated!  

Some of the volunteers 
working at the family 
shelter renovation.  Lots 
of tasks were completed 
and maybe some fun 
times as well. 



LSS of Northern CA,  

  Holiday Gift Drive: 

 LSS of NorCal is rooted in a dep 

commitment to social justice.  They 

focus on services that prevent and 

end homelessness.  We are invited 

to “Brighten Our Neighbor’s 

Holiday,” by donating gifts for 

children and adults service by LSS 

NorCal.  Examples of gifts are 

blankets, dish sets, assorted toys, 

craft sets, puzzles and more.  To 

donate, visit the holiday gift 

registries at Target or Amazon (links 

below) and mail directly to LSS.  To 

make sure LSS receives these gifts 

before their deadline, FINAL order 

date is November 27th.   

 

Store Links:  

 Target:   

  https://bit.ly/3SKvwjW  

 Amazonsmile:   

  https://amzn.to/3ztXwSi 

 

 When ordering, ask that gifts be 

 mailed directly to:  

  LSS of Northern California 

  1465 Civic Ct Ste 810 

  Concord, CA 94520 

 

“Hope for the Holidays” card writing campaign:   

  Sunday, Nov 13, after worship, we will gather at 

church for a holiday greeting card party.  JOIN us as 

we create cards that will brighten the day for those 

in immigration detention centers.  We will provide 

all the card making instructions and materials.  

 Supplies and instructions will also be available in 

a box in the narthex beginning Nov 5th. Pick up 

needed supplies and instructions to take home and 

make cards in your free time. 

 This is in participation with Lutheran Immigration 

and Refugee Services’ outreach campaign, which 

provides these cards to families and individuals 

currently held in immigration detention centers.   

 Last year MLC exceeded our goal of 150.  We 

provided 250 cards.  WOW! They included warm, 

supportive messages of hope and faith. I am so 

grateful to be a part of such an amazing, 

compassionate, loving, MLC community.   

 

Angel Tree:   

 Be on the lookout for the arrival of the angel tree 

this Advent season, Nov 20th. This special little 

glittery pink tree will stand in the narthex adorned 

with hanging tags that provide specific gift or 

donation requests. This advent season we have 

many opportunities to share our blessings to bring 

special holiday joy to those in need.  The tree would 

like nothing more than to be tag free.  As you pass 

by take a tag home with you and help brighten the 

holiday season for many in our community. 

 

   

 

 10/23 10/30 11/6 11/13 11/20 11/27 12/4 12/11 12/18 

Brown House Renovation          

SF/Marin Food Drive          

LSS Holiday Gift Drive          

LIRS – Holiday Cards          

Angel Tree          

 

Social Action – Holiday Program’s 

https://bit.ly/3SKvwjW
https://amzn.to/3ztXwSi


 

Financial UPDATE 
 

I got a sneak peek at the placing of this note in the newsletter; it is appropriate that it 

is under the “Gratitude Every Day” calendar.  I am grateful to all of you for your open 

hearts and generous spirits, every day.  
 

Going into October we had a nearly $28,000 giving shortfall for 2022.  This shortfall 

has been erased with your gifts during the month of October.  HEARTFELT THANKS! 
 

I wish I could stop there, but financial folks always need to be a bit guarded.  To meet 

our ministry plan (budget) for the year, we need to receive $56,600 in total offerings for the 

months of November & December.  We can do this with the participation of all of us.  The 

reason for caution is that a significant portion of our year-end giving that often is received  

in November or December was given in October this year.  It does not matter when gifts are 

received; it simply means that we must remain aware of the goal we want to meet at the end 

of the year.  Our goals for Nov & Dec and the year are very attainable if we all are attentive 

to our stewardship and think about what the ministry of Marin Lutheran means to us.  We 

still need some of you to stretch and give something extra if you are able.  Finance will 

remain vigilant and keep communicating as the need arises. 

              With daily gratitude, Jim Kamphoefner 

November: the month of Thanksgiving and Gratitude 

 



Confirmation Ministry 

 

Our Confirmation Ministry continues this month. We meet on the 6
th
 and 13

th
 of 

November from 5 to 6:15 pm. This year we have 7 youth: Robert Bayler, Abby Chan, 

Abby Imwalle, Elise Imwalle, Sammi Shaw, Lucie Theobald, and Anita Widney-Large. 

Please keep them in your prayers as they learn about the practices and beliefs of the 

Christian-Lutheran faith.  

 

On Sunday, October 2
nd

, middle and high school youth 

from three faith communities—Westminster Presbyterian, 

Mt. Tam Methodist, and Marin 

Lutheran gathered at Green Gulch 

Zen Center for the 10
th
 Annual 

Marin Interfaith Youth Gleaning.  

It is an afternoon of learning and 

service. Rev. Sara from Green 

Gulch led us in meditation in the Zendo, then guided us as we 

gleaned produce on the farm. All the gleaned vegetables (about 

300 pounds) were donated to local nonprofit organizations. 

 

 

Adult Education 

This month there are no adult education classes. They will begin again in the new year. If 

there are any topics that you’re interested in and would like to study, please send them my 

way Thanks.  

  Pastor Tom 
 

 
Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 
 

Shepherd of the Hills is worshipping each Sunday. 
  

o On the first Sunday of November—the 6
th

, the people of 

Shepherd of the Hills worship at 9:30 am with the folks of Marin Lutheran Church 

o On November 13
th

 & 20
th

 at 11:00 am, Pastor Diane Bowers will lead worship at SHLC 

o On November 27
th

 at 11:00 am, Pastor Tom Gable will lead worship at SHLC 

o Thanksgiving worship will be a joint worship service at Marin Lutheran Church on 

Thanksgiving Day, 11/24 at 10:00am 

 

Each Sunday Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays the organ and/or piano.  

 

Everyone is invited to join worship at Shepherd of the Hills or Marin Lutheran on the above days.  

Marin Lutheran holds worship each Sunday at 9:30am. 
 



Worship in November 
 

November 6
 
– All Saints Sunday 

In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God forgives the 

sins of all the saints. In worship today we give thanks for all the saints “who from their 

labors rest.” In the same breath we petition our God for the strength to hear  

and to heed the admonitions of Jesus in today’s gospel. Sealed by the Spirit  

and sustained by the Savior’s body and blood, we live with joy as God gives  

us breath, to the praise of God’s glory. 

Special occasion: Beginning of our months-long 75
th

 anniversary celebration 
 

 

November 13  

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The  

warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is  

ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the  

meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the  

living of these days in word and sacrament. The   

baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle:  

“Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 
 

 

November 20 – The Reign of Christ 

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness 

in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory 

that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory 

appears for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the 

gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise. 

Special occasion: Stewardship Celebration Sunday 

 WELCA Thankoffering Sunday 
   

 

November 24 – Day of Thanksgiving  

Every gathering for worship has elements of thanksgiving. When 

we are nourished with God’s bounty in holy communion, when we 

partake of Jesus’ word that gives life to the world, and even when 

two or three of us simply join our hearts in prayer to make our 

requests known to God, we do so “with thanksgiving.” Let us give 

thanks to God, who is good and whose mercy endures forever. 
 

 

November 27 – First Sunday of Advent 

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In 

today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we 

know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the 

day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be 

no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day 

of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this 

day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 

 



Community Partner Updates: 

MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.  
 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)  
 
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and 
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power 
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member 
institutions. 
 

If you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom (pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 
916-479-3308).  
 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) 
 
The Monthly Meditation continues Wednesday November 9th from 5:30 
- 6:30 pm PST with Barbara Buckley 
 

Barbara left her childhood religion decades ago but has held to the gifts 
of that tradition through her relationship with her 97 year old 
godmother who has been a Sister of the Sacred Heart of Mary for 75 
years. 
 

Seeking a broader path to the divine through trial and error and ultimately through her SGTI 
training, she claimed her calling as a spiritually fluid person. Her primary practices and guides 
come from Buddhism, Judaism, earth based practices and her participation in CCC of Tiburon. 
 

She offers individual and group spiritual direction, leads contemplative practices through CCC, 
and, along with her wife Barb, has been a keeper of quarterly Equinox and Solstice gatherings 
for over a decade. 
 

Join the online meditation with video or phone:  
 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09 
Meeting ID: 814 1525 9890 
 

Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in a 
check to the office if you are so moved.  

 
If you missed any of the previous MIC Meditations or this year's Prayer 
Breakfast, you can visit our YouTube channel: 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUywjrutazp8_wl3H6Nuibg) and 
browse the library for previous events. You can also subscribe to MIC and 
be notified when the videos publish. 
 

Pastor Tom 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015H2Hz7pfxEb9q2Mon4wU-yYb_Xczdowq3fX1sBhL1aHZSj2EjPLUHWG_udkCxw4RyagzMEnSOymt403Oqc4MwyIkZNVkd1EcLQiO7OjOpzdH4OtnoSagd4MJ4jE8ykKg4Nb5QzW-oww3EET-bqki5JUF2xpHXgFyR5FRjSMs7mpcjSpV4YnrYFrtKJBQcuxHbFfYCK9GH6_csMcfHpGM95VGk8okW4Nk-8qabDg51exWRJgnbmPhyQss3hTOXUN9mfznX4HrV3iDFMAjWHQF-MXzcgxm872L3DCtcjyfkYQbjtmYZYKbLwO_QdOjKvk-QZ6ghrEyUx4=&c=rJYZL8CCzKcGX0QctDw8qQUOSpWM_ZHBNG8eDIKFTQG57hbF13zpDQ==&ch=yZNIMjomcYI3PhnuRzd4zh-44G5PlW1hgcAWi9iFILeNWa04tD-C7Q==
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUywjrutazp8_wl3H6Nuibg


NOVEMBER 2022 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 

 November 6th        November 13th November 20
th

 November 24th
 November 27th

 

 All Saints  Stewardship Thanksgiving Advent 1 

GREETER      

9:30AM Reinders MC Houts Cheri Houts Barbara Bischoff Blanche Sprague 

      

USHER      

9:30AM Reinders Michael Rosendahl Michael Houts Barbara Bischoff Tom Schmidt 

      

ACOLYTE      

      

      

LECTOR      

9:30AM Michele Jacobs Karen Clinton Rebecca Shunk Tricia Friedman Dan Watrous 

      

ALM      

9:30AM Yvonne Weidmann Susan Boom Betsy McCormick Susan Morrow Paul Davis 

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:30AM      

      

SOUND/VIDEO      

9:30AM 
John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

Dan Watrous 

Rod Seeger 

Dan Watrous 

Bev Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Rod Seeger 

      

COUNTERS      

9:30AM Reinders Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Reinders 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:30AM Karen Peters MC Houts 
Stewardship 

Brunch 
 Lorri Reinders 

      

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

Bread Baker Jim Kamphoefner Jim Kamphoefner Jim Kamphoefner Jim Kamphoefner Jim Kamphoefner 

      

FLOWERS Yvonne Weidmann Rosendahl/Houts Rosendahl/Houts Rosendahl/Houts Lorraine Loo 

 
 


