We, all of us, have regular routines that guide us every day and lead us to greater
health and wholeness. We drink water, brush our teeth, and add some veggies to our
dinner. When we neglect these things, we don’t feel quite right, and when we do them,
we feel better. Adding spiritual practices to our daily routines can provide structure and
order in the same way. Here are a few you may already do, or, might consider adding
to your day or week, (this article is an edited version of material from Traci Smith,
www.TraciSmith.com):
Gratitude - Start by trying to identify just four
things you’re thankful for, once a week. Try to give
yourself a cue that will help you remember—like
tacking it on to your first cup of coffee in the
morning, or the first thing you do every Sunday
morning.
Mealtime Prayer - There are many ways to thank God before a meal. Say a favorite
from childhood, pause in silence to give thanks, or ask each person to share a reason
they’re thankful. The beauty of mealtime prayer is in the consistency.
Connect with Creation - Plan to watch the sunrise or sunset once a week. Notice the
weather. Go for a daily walk. Try to connect with the beauty of creation every day, even
if it’s only for a brief time.
Many blessings to you as you embark on new faith routines and adventures!
Peace,

Pastor Tom

Celebrating our Past,
Imagining our Future
Leading up to the celebration of the 75th anniversary of Marin
Lutheran Church on April 30, 2023, a number of events will
be held at Marin Lutheran, in the community and in
conjunction with our community neighbors.
Mark your calendar and set aside these dates for events
hosted by our ministry teams. A postcard mailing will be
mailed in the fall with more details. Extras will be in the
narthex that you can share with friends, family, and
neighbors. Together, let’s celebrate Marin Lutheran and our
ministries.

Calendar of Events
November 6, 2022: We kick-off our celebration on All Saints Sunday when we celebrate
saints both past and present.
December 11, 2022: Hosted by our Education & Fellowship teams we celebrate the Feast of
St. Nicholas with activities/crafts for children and dinner where we gather together to
enjoy a delicious meal and fellowship. An appearance by St. Nicholas is a special part of
this event.
January 29, 2023: An Outreach Field Trip to China Camp hosted by fifth generation San
Rafael resident, Heidi Kuhn, founder/CEO of Roots of Peace, an internationally recognized
organization for their work in making Heidi’s vision of transforming MINES TO VINES
a reality. Her efforts are spiritually grounded having learned from her ancestors, the
McNears, who after the Gold Rush, offered their land to the Chinese who had no place to go.
February 18, 2023: Our Worship & Music team brings the Music Ministry at MLC to light,
sharing beautiful music during this event.
March 25, 2023: – Social Action’s “Spring Into Action” will feature stations for groups to
assemble care packages, write cards to refugees, learn how to quilt tie, etc.
April 30, 2023: The 75th Anniversary Celebration Sunday – festive worship followed by a
celebration brunch at Homeward Bound’s Next Key Center. For those coming in from out
of town for the celebration, Marin Lutheran will host an afternoon social gathering on
Saturday, April 29th.
May 28, 2023: We wrap up our months-long celebration during worship on Pentecost
Sunday.

Marin Lutheran Church Women
Fall Bible Study Series – 1st Thursday of each month
Jesus and Nature: Teachers of Faith by the Rev. Sara Olson-Smith
Jesus often turned to the natural world in teaching, opening our eyes to see creation not
just something to be cared for, but as our teacher and kindred. It is no mistake that
Jesus, who lovingly spoke of soil and plants, was thought to be a gardener that first
Easter morning. This three-session Bible study will shift our perspectives and allow
nature to be our teacher, through the words of Jesus and other parts of Scripture. The
trees, the soil and the creatures will offer us new perspectives on the character of god
and challenge us to deepen our stewardship of God's precious creation.
September 1, Bible study 10:00am in the church narthex
Session 1: "Trees," will tap into Biblical images of trees and explore
why planting and protecting trees is important while rooting using
models of interdependence and mutuality. Everyone is welcome.
Serve and Share
September 15, meet in the conference room at 10:00am. Join the quilting team pack and
prepare our labors of love to start their journey for LWR, early in October. We are
closing in on 90 quilts this year!
If you have questions about our local WELCA (MLCW) feel free to contact me, 415 479
8971 or jane_mck@prodigy.net. Hope you can join us.
Jane McKenzie

The Women of Elim Lutheran Church, Petaluma
invite Marin Lutheran Church Women
to a Retreat: Saturday, November 5th, 10am-5pm
at Ralston White Retreat in Mill Valley.

“Making Room for God”
A day to relax with friends, enjoy a beautiful setting and
learn about yourself and God. Our Bible study will be led
by Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson.

Cost: $60 ~ Spaces are limited so register early at: www.elimpetaluma.org/retreat

Confirmation Ministry
Our Confirmation Ministry began again last Sunday, August 28th with our
“Beginning of the Year Potluck for Parents and Youth.” In September
we’ll hold classes on Sunday, September 11th and 25th from 5 to 6:15 pm.
This year we will learn about the Old, or First, Testament—the creation
accounts and other wonderful stories from Genesis, some of the historic,
prophetic and wisdom writings. We have 7 youth: Robert Bayler, Abby
Chan, Abby Imwalle, Elise Imwalle, Sammi Shaw, Lucie Theobald, and
Anita Widney-Large. Please keep them in your prayers as they learn
about the Christian-Lutheran faith.

Sunday Morning Adult Education
1 Corinthians is one of the most gripping books in the Bible. In this letter, Paul,
the complicated, layered apostle, writes to the people trying a wild new social
experiment known as a Christian community. Not unlike the church today,
this community dealt with factions, sexual immorality, gender issues, money
issues, theological questions, lawsuits, problems in worship, and problems in
leadership.
In 1 Corinthians: Searching the Depths of God, Jaime Clark-Soles explores these topics and
the awe inspiring, breathtaking world of the first-century church. Examining the teachings of
Paul, she addresses church history, the logic of the cross, spiritual gifts, death, afterlife and the
resurrection, human sexuality, and the joys and challenges of living in community. Join us as
we learn to look at 1 Corinthians from a variety of viewpoints and apply its lessons to our
own faith.
Sunday

Title

Notes

September 4th

NO CLASS

September 11th

NO CLASS

September 18th

First Corinthians (FC): Introduction and
“Can’t We All Just Get Along?”

Pastor Tom

September 25th

Mary Kay Sweeney from Homeward Bound—
talking about Mill Street Shelter & Dinners

Social Action

October 2nd

FC: “Relationship Status: It’s Complicated”

Pastor Tom

October 9th

FC: “Freedom: From What, For What?”

Pastor Tom

October 16th

FC: “Gathering for Good”

Pastor Tom

An Adult Educational opportunity
with churches across the country.
~
~
~
~
~

1 Session per month for 8 months (September – April)
Sessions are FREE, Live via Zoom, and they are facilitated
2nd Thursday of each month
Live at either 7:00pm ET (4:00pm PT) or 7:00pm PT
Sessions last 1½ to 2 hours

This is an IDEAL companion as we gear up for our 75th anniversary!

Our congregation is participating in this national program titled Creation Care 101. It begins on
September 8th, and engages churches on the journey of restoring faith, justice, and creation. Good
for church leaders and members alike.
Developed alongside advisors at Yale’s Forum on Religion and Ecology and Oxford University’s
Laudato Si’ Institute, the Creation Care 101 Program connects the dots between faith, science, and
creation care. This program is free and welcomes people from all parts of the Christian family.
Register NOW! Registration Page
It is our hope that MANY of us will attend this. If you need to miss a session, don’t worry!
Everyone who is registered automatically receives a recording of each session that you can watch at
a later time.

Accompanist Hiring Committee
As you may know, our accompanist, Laura Magnani,
has relocated to Italy. We have been blessed by her
presence and talents over these last few years! So now
it’s time to begin working to hire a new accompanist. A
hiring committee has been put together including Andrei
Gorchov, Carol Cunliffe, Betsy McCormick, Susan Morrow, Jim Kamphoefner and myself,
Pastor Tom. We are working to update our job requirements and job description and will
make the job opening public soon. Then we will receive applicants and schedule interviews.
In the meantime, we are grateful to Robert Allen who is filling in with choir rehearsals and
Sunday worship! Please keep this group in your prayers.

Pastor Tom

Social Action
Ritter Center Backpack Drive
The school year is well underway! Six dozen sturdy new backpacks and much-needed school
supplies provided by our members were blessed during our August 8th worship service. Thanks
to Jim & Cathy Bedilion these wonderful items were delivered to Ritter Center the following
day, and distributed to excited students on Wednesday, August 10th. Our contributions to this
program are greatly appreciated every year. Please know that our congregation is considered “a
blessing” by Ritter Center staff and the families who rely upon the Center’s support.

Thanks!

Why is Ritter Center’s Back-to-School
Backpack Program so important?
Education is one way to break the cycle of multi-generational poverty. With rising costs and
staggering inflation low-income families are having to choose between paying rent and buying
food, and they simply do not have the means to purchase backpacks, school supplies, and
clothing for their growing children. Ensuring kids can start the school year with the supplies
they need helps them feel more confident and better prepared for their academic year ahead.

Annual “Burrito Bake”

 Come to our church kitchen on Saturday, Sept. 24th READY to ROLL!
 The Social Action Team welcomes all who are available to attend this activity. A signup
sheet is posted in the Narthex.
 Our goal is 100+ tasty and nutritious breakfast burritos, to be shared between residents of
San Rafael’s Brown House Family Shelter and Voyager Carmel. A matching Thrivent
grant will provide the groceries for this community service.
 We’ll begin assembly at 10:00 and work together until the burritos are “all wrapped up”.
The more the merrier; join our assembly line and join in the fun!

Homeward Bound Presentation
As mentioned in the June Newsletter, for
many years Marin Lutheran members provided a
monthly dinner to the folks staying at the 190 Mill
Street Shelter. The pandemic brought an end to
our longstanding meal delivery program.
This August Homeward Bound opened a
vastly expanded operation at its new building on
the site, now called “Jonathan’s Place”. We are
looking forward to a brief presentation by Mary
Kay Sweeney following our 9:30 worship
service on September 25th. She will share
information about the services, current needs, and volunteer opportunities at Jonathan’s Place.
Social Action hopes to find a workable format for our congregation’s continued participation.
Please plan to bring your questions and ideas to this important meeting.

Looking Ahead
 Brown House Fall Renovation planned for Friday, October 28 & Saturday, October 29
 March Event 75 MLC Anniversary Planning- "Spring Into Action" tentatively on March
25, 2023
Thank you!

Line Shanks & Mary Creigh Houts

SEPTEMBER Celebrations
Anniversaries

Birthdays
1

Pr. Chung-Woo Kim
Amelia Shunk
3 Jenny Church
Bridget Bergman
12 Bev Kamphoefner
16 Erna Randig
Mia Lacy

19
27
26
30

Pastor Renée Geiger
Rod Marymor
Kathy Bayler
Tom Schmidt
Roberta Miller

10 Susan & Rick West
16 Sarah & Keith Chan
22 Cheri & Michael Houts
Michele & Jeff Jacobs
25 Ann & Rod Marymor
29 Cathy & Jim Bedilion
Barbara & John Bischoff

Social Creativity, The Search for Why, and the Next 75 Years
I was searching the magazine “Living
Lutheran” for inspiration for this month’s
Stewardship message (I definitely need
inspiration) and ran across a couple of
articles that helped me as well as a news
story about the amount of land and
facilities churches have in the US.




One, entitled “A parking Lot With Purpose”
(https://www.livinglutheran.org/2022/08/a
-parking-lot-with-purpose/ ) is about Prince
of Peace Lutheran church in Saratoga and
their leadership in creating and leading the
Rotating Safe Car Park (RSCP) program in
that community. They teamed up with
other churches of all denominations and
the regional government to provide a safe
place for people who need to live in their
cars can park overnight. The local rotating
men’s shelter program had been
terminated and they were looking to fill
that ongoing need. In Saratoga it was
prohibited to use a vehicle for sleeping
quarters so working with the city
government and Law Enforcement to get
the idea approved was necessary.
Rotating the service among 10-11 churches
was a key strategy to spread the workload
and reduce volunteer burn out. Connecting
guests with social services for case workers
and screening of was also necessary and has
the added benefit of providing a way for
those services to connect and get the
participants in line for finding homes.
Several points came to mind when reading
about this:
 The impressive creativity it took to
come up with the idea and gain support



The amount of time, talent, and effort it
must have taken to float the idea, get
city approval, enlist other participants,
staff the sites, connect with services,
and provide ongoing morning and
evening hospitality time along with
food, drinks and living staples
How could we muster the people power
to do something like this with our small
group of parishioners?
Parking is not really feasible with our
parking lot unless guests can sleep at a
severe angle

A few of us have discussed a possibility of
adding some affordable housing on the MLC
property as a long-term goal. Here is an
interesting story from NPR about California
churches with this objective and what it
takes to do this.
https://www.kqed.org/news/11922784/cali
fornia-churches-want-to-build-affordablehousing-on-their-land-so-why-is-it-so-hard
The second article was Presiding Bishop
Eaton’s message “Can we Answer The
Question Why?”.
(https://pubs.royle.com/publication/?m=62
112&i=753428&p=46&ver=html5 ). I
confess, I never have taken a Philosophy
course and probably won’t, but Elizabeth’s
story was based on one. Her dilemma with
the western philosophers she studied was
that they all focused on the “How” of
human existence and not the “Why”. She
wrote an extra credit paper to convince her
instructor that the “Why” was also a factor.
What Bishop Eaton was getting at is that
our faith gives us a major boost in terms of
“Why”, so we have a purpose to start
addressing the “How”.

Farewell & Godspeed

In consulting, which was frankly for me just
an expensive service for leading a client
through critical thinking, there is a
technique called “Ask Why 5 Times”. The
concept is to take a problem statement
such as “People have to live in cars and
tents in our community” and keep asking
“Why” repeatedly (often it needs 5 times)
until you expose the root cause of the
problem. It is then possible to start figuring
out how to address the problem from both
the immediate time frame (top down
focusing on symptoms) and the long term
(bottom up focusing on causes).
I would suggest that from a stewardship
viewpoint, the next 75 years of the life of
Marin Lutheran is an opportunity to recruit
energetic minds to find the problem
statement we want to address for our
community and begin the process of critical
thinking to move forward. Top down or
bottom up – either one works.
Just a reminder: This fall the nominating
committee is actively recruiting for:
1. Secretary
2. Treasurer
3. Staff Cong Relations Committee
4. 2 Council members-at-large
5. Fellowship
6. Outreach
7. Stewardship
8. Worship & Music
You know what to do…..
Welcome back from summer!

John Bischoff, Stewardship Chair

We said our goodbyes to Laura Magnani
on her final two Sundays with us –
August 21 & 28. Following the service
on the 21st we held a small reception in
Laura’s honor which allowed folks to start
saying goodbye. Both services were filled
with beautiful music, led by Laura. We
will miss her and her music, and wish her
God’s blessings as she settles into her new
routine in Italy.

Kudos
Haakon Lacy is on the 2022 Men’s Cadet
National Water Polo Team. They traveled
to Volos, Greece at the end of August for
the Fina World U16 Championships and
placed 9th with a record of 4-2. Congrats
to Haakon – what an accomplishment!

Congratulations!
Danny Houts and Ashley Adams were married on
August 8th at the historic Benbow Inn in the heart
of California’s redwood country in Humbolt County.
(Opened in 1926, Benbow Inn was a favorite destination for
many Hollywood stars and dignitaries!) A beautiful wedding
setting! Wishing you love and happiness always!

Schedule of Joint Marin Lutheran &
Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
Shepherd of the Hills is worshipping each Sunday.
o On the first Sunday of September—the 4th, the people of Shepherd of the Hills worship
at 9:30am with the folks at Marin Lutheran Church.
o On September 11th & 18th at 11:00am, Pastor Diane Bowers will lead worship.
o On September 25th at 11:00am—Pastor Tom will lead worship.
Their accompanist, Richard Stevens plays the organ and/or piano every Sunday they are in their
worshipping space in Tiburon.

Supper & Study – Food & Faith
Explore the miracles of Jesus in Signs and Wonders: A
Beginners Guide to the Miracles of Jesus, with Amy-Jill
Levine, Professor of New Testament studies and Bible
study author.
In Signs and Wonders: A Beginner’s Guide to the Miracles of Jesus, Amy-Jill Levine explores
selected miracles of Jesus in historical and theological context. For each miracle, she discusses
not only how past witnesses would have understood the events, but also how today’s readers
can draw meaning from Jesus’ words and actions. Chapter topics include:
 Take up you pallet and walk (the paralyzed man) – on the role of caregivers
 A bleeding woman and a dead girl – The importance of women’s bodies
 Walking on water and stilling the storm – Ecological readings of the Gospels
 The feeding of the 5,000 (or more) – The centrality of bread
 The raising of Lazarus – Taking death seriously
This joint education class will be held on 4 Thursday Evenings –
September 22nd & 29th and October 6th & 13th from 6:30 to
8:00pm at Shepherd of the Hills, 9 Shepherd Way, Tiburon.
The evenings begin with a simple supper and fellowship followed
by the study and discussion.

Worship in September
September 4th
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating
Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ.
Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and
recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this
hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.
September 11th
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope:
This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves
the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy
reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.
September 18th
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather
than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought
with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom for
all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By
God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.
September 25th
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our
gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential component of
good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare
of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us
risen from the dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed.

August Council Meeting Highlights


Dan Watrous was appointed to fill the member-at-large council position vacated by Dale
Miller when he was appointed secretary.



Laura Magnani is resigning her position as principal accompanist and relocating to Italy
at the end of August due to family matters. The search for a new accompanist will start
quickly.



Plans for the patio trellis have been approved by the Town of Corte Madera. Corte
Madera Planning Commission approved construction plans for three rental units at 645
Meadowsweet.



The 75th Anniversary committee will soon announce the monthly calendar of events with
a postcard mailing. Watch the newsletter and website for details.

Dale Miller, Secretary

Property
Construction on the patio trellis has begun. It is slated to last 3 or 4
weeks and is scheduled to be complete by the 3rd week of September.
Once the wood trellis is in place, measurements can be made for the canopies so they
can be assembled and then installed. The estimate for that work is approximately 6
weeks. We are excited that we are finally at this stage of the project, and that it will
be complete and ready for our 75th anniversary celebrations next spring.

Bev Kamphoefner
Snapshot of Giving

2022 Monthly Giving vs Plan
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$5,000
$$(5,000)

$2,178

$241
-$1,759

-$991

-$4,558
-$8,164

$(10,000)
2022 Actual Giving

2022 Ministry Plan

-$8,030

-$7,525

Surplus (+) or Shortfall (-)

 This is not the news we wanted to share with you, but as indicated by the graph, at the
end of August we have a $28,600 shortfall in giving for the year.
 In only 2 of the first 8 months (January & May) did our giving exceed the ministry plan.
 March, July & August when giving was > $7,500 behind plan, led to our large shortfall.
 There are four months remaining in the year. If we start now, with your help, we can
make up this deficit and meet our giving plan by year’s end.
 YTD giving statements (through August) will be sent out shortly. Please take the time to
carefully look your statement over. If you are considerably behind your commitment for
the year, or behind giving from previous years, consider what gifts you can give to
reverse that pattern.
 Giving above your commitment is always helpful and greatly appreciated.
With deep gratitude, Jim Kamphoefner, Finance Chair

Community Partner Updates
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and
non-profit organization of churches,
synagogues and non-profits located
throughout Marin County. MOC’s core
mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification,
development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions.
If you have any questions, please ask
me, Pastor Tom
(pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at
916-479-3308).

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC)
The Monthly Meditation
continues Wednesday
Sep 14th, 2022 at 5:30 6:30 pm PST with
Kimberly Elliot.

Remembered Light
The McDonald Windows
Interfaith Center at the Presidio:
Unleashing the Power of
Interreligious Cooperation

Remembered Light - Glass Fragments from
World War II: The McDonald Windows

Kimberly will lead us in a guided meditation
where we will connect with the nurturing
presence of Gaia as sacred Earth Mother,
and receive the healing presence of her
unconditional love, while we also send her
healing blessings.
Join the online meditation: Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?p
wd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz
09
Meeting ID: 814 1525 9890
Cost: Love Offering –
feel free to make a donation
to MIC online HERE or you
may mail in a check to the
office if you are so moved.

A special exhibit featuring works of glass art,
incorporating stained glass shards collected
by Chaplain Frederick Alexander McDonald
during his service in the U.S. Army.
The exhibit will be at the Veterans Building,
Veterans Gallery (Suite 102)
401 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco
August 28 - November 20, 2022
Wednesday through Sunday 1 - 6pm.
https://www.interfaithpresidio.org/mcdonaldwindows.html

SEPTEMBER 2022 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
September 4th

September 11th

September 18th

September 25th

GREETER
9:30AM Barbara Bischoff

Cheri Houts

Erna Randig

Mary Creigh Houts

9:30AM Lorri Reinders

Michael Houts

Carol Cunliffe

Michael Rosendahl

9:30AM John Bischoff

Youth

Tom Grams

Emily Rosendahl

9:30AM Susan Boom

Kathy Bayler

Paul Davis

Yvonne Weidmann

Kamphoefner
Barbara Allen

John Bischoff
Kamphoefner

Dan Watrous
Rod Seeger

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Reinders

Sharon Guy

Anke Pahmeyer

Mary Creigh Houts

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Cathie Schinski

Cathie Schinski

Cathie Schinski

Cathie Schinski

USHER

ACOLYTE
9:30AM

LECTOR

ALM

COMM ASSIST
9:30AM

SOUND/VIDEO
Dan Watrous

9:30AM Kamphoefner
COUNTERS
9:30AM Reinders

COFFEE HOUR

9:30AM Kamphoefner

ALTAR GUILD
Bread Baker
FLOWERS

Bayler Family

