
A month and a half ago one of my favorite theologians and writers, Frederick Buechner 

died. I read most of his non-fiction work when I was in college and divinity school in the 

1980’s. He had a wonderfully honest, inspirational, humorous and down-to-earth way of 

talking about faith and life.  

You can read about his life here: 

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/features/frederick-buechner-s-many-

benedictions 

A time I’ll never forget from the 1980’s is an evening when 

a few of my fellow friends in the Brainerd House dorm at 

Yale Divinity School got together and thought we‘d try to 

invite him to give a lecture. My friend, Bill Eaves, picks up 

the story, “That very night [we] sent a letter to Buechner  

to invite him to be our speaker. We were shocked when he 

replied a few days later and said yes…. 

It was just a few weeks later that he drove down from Vermont, and students packed the 

common room for his talk…. The next morning, four of us took him out to breakfast. By that 

time, he had discovered that the Brainerd House Lectures were something we had just 

made up, and he thought it was hilarious and wonderful. He refused our honorarium and 

even bought our breakfast. He was such a kind and gentle person who lived his faith and 

quietly influenced so many.” 

I invite you to explore the many writings of Frederick Buechner. You can learn more about 

his life and books from the website, www.frederickbuechner.com.  Let me know what you 

find! 

Peace,  

Pastor Tom 

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/features/frederick-buechner-s-many-benedictions
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/features/frederick-buechner-s-many-benedictions
http://www.frederickbuechner.com/


Worship in October 

 October 2nd, Mark of Discipleship: Faith 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard 

seed’s-worth of faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, 

and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in 

holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this 

assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 

October 9th, Mark of Discipleship: Healing 

It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have 

healed us. The body and  blood of Jesus in holy communion have 

made us clean. We have died with Christ and been raised with him. 

For all this we have returned to offer thanks. From this place we are 

sent on our way rejoicing to share the good news. 

 October 16th, Mark of Discipleship: Prayer 

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s 

encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle with the 

word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come 

regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every 

encounter with the divine will be blessed. 

October 23rd, Mark of Discipleship: Humility 

Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in  

the gospel and all around us. All creation stands in need of God’s 

forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people shall be accounted righteous 

for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For this we worship and 

glorify God forever. 

 October 30th, Mark of Discipleship: Reforming 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must 

always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-

changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that 

Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 

Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 

church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Blessing of the Animals: October 2nd 

Bring your pets and favorite stuffed animals to worship with you, and 

during the service they will receive a blessing.  We’ll also have the 

opportunity to view the FUN video created during the pandemic –  

All God’s Critters Have a Place in the Choir! 

 Persistent  Prayer 



Confirmation Ministry 

Our Confirmation Ministry continues in the month of October. On 

the 2
nd

 we are participating in the 10
th
 Annual Youth Gleaning at 

Green Gulch Farm. This is an event for youth grades 6 and up and is 

sponsored by the Marin Interfaith Council.  

The rest of the month we continue learning about the Old or First Testament from 5 to 

6:15 pm on the 9
th
 and the 23

rd
. This year we have 7 youth: Robert Bayler, Abby Chan, 

Abby Imwalle, Elise Imwalle, Sammi Shaw, Lucie Theobald, and Anita Widney-Large. 

Please keep them in your prayers as they learn about the Christian-Lutheran faith.  

Adult Education 
The previously written about class on First Corinthians has been postponed until the new year. 

Until then, folks are encouraged to be a part of the 4-part session on Signs and Wonders:  
A Beginner’s Guide to the Miracles of Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine. In this study we will explore 
selected miracles of Jesus in historical and theological context. For each miracle, we will discuss 
not only how past witnesses would have understood the events, but also how we can draw 
meaning from Jesus's words and actions.  

This is a Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Adult 
Education Class—3 sessions remain: October 6, 13 & 20. 
We meet at Shepherd of the Hills (9 Shepherd Way, 
Tiburon), beginning at 6:30pm with a light dinner and 
fellowship and then we move to the study.  Join Us! 

Our congregation is participating with churches across 
the country in a national program called Creation Care 101.  

It started September 8th. This program engages churches 
on the journey of restoring faith, justice, and creation. 

8 Sessions, 1 Session per month 
 Free, Live via Zoom, will be facilitated
 2nd Thursday of each month
 Sessions are 1.5 hours and live at both 4pm or 7pm
 You just show up!

There is still time to register—before the next class on October 13th –after that the class will 
be closed. If you register before the 13th you will receive access to the first class from 9/8. 

Register Now! 

https://creationcarecollective.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=776005a630376e50c0618de7d&id=730a10313b&e=d4bbcf8fb6
https://creationcarecollective.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=776005a630376e50c0618de7d&id=157d3a4b33&e=d4bbcf8fb6


FALLING INTO STEWARDSHIP - John Bischoff

I can hardly believe that fall is here except that I’m noticing more and 
more leaves falling as the days go by.  At my house we rake all the way to 
March because our big trees seem to like to take turns dropping.  Anyone 
who says northern California does not have seasons hasn’t lived by 3 big 
liquid ambers whose colors are spectacular and leaves are prolific.  Spring 
and fall are transitional seasons so it is only fitting that we will transition 
into the 75th anniversary celebration this fall and transition onto the next 
75 years of MLC next Spring. 

NOVEMBER 6TH, we will kick off the Stewardship focus on the same Sunday as we kick off the 
75th Anniversary celebration which will last through next May.  Ann and the 75th planning group 
have a great line up of special events happening throughout the celebration so stay tuned for 
the schedule of events.  Many of these events will present opportunities to exercise your 
stewardship in planning and executing (and, yes, cleaning up after) then.  We might be able to 
throw in a couple of other events as well! 

Pastor Tom will share special messages on November 6th and NOVEMBER 20th, Stewardship 
Celebration Sunday.  That Sunday we will bring our commitment cards for 2023 and gather for a 
Stewardship Celebration Brunch after the service.  Block this date on your calendars (phones, 
cloud, computers and paper) NOW! 

Just a reminder that this fall the nominating committee is actively recruiting for: 
1. Secretary
2. Treasurer
3. Staff / Congregation Relations Committee
4. 2 Council members at large
5. Fellowship
6. Outreach
7. Stewardship
8. Worship & Music

I have served as Stewardship chair for 4 years, and it’s time to move on to something else.  
Please consider taking on Stewardship.  You will be glad you did.  If the Nominating Committee 
approaches you about a position, please consider sharing your time and talent with the church 
in that capacity.  Or if you are interested in one of the above positions (some are already filled, 
no doubt) let the Nominating Committee know.  It is a rewarding experience. 

ELCA Disaster Response 

We had just received a notice from ELCA Disaster Response about their ongoing work in 

Puerto Rico 5 years after Hurricane Maria, when Fiona struck, followed closely by Ian.  The 

destruction of these storms is unimaginable.  Added to the flooding in Pakistan, Bangladesh 

and Africa MANY in our world are hurting and need our support.  Please give generously to 

ELCA Disaster Response, either online at our website or with a check to MLC with a 

notation in the memo line for what you are supporting.  THANK YOU! 



OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays 

1 Courtney Hitchinson 

Jim Kamphoefner  

2 Margaret Rosano  

6 Charles Conrad  

10 Pastor Tom Gable  

15 Elizabeth Haxton  

17 Marie Jacobs 

19  Hannah Gable  

20 Abby Chan  

21 Natalie West Morgan 

Dawn Brewster  

22 Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson 

30 Caitlin Jacobs  

Paul Davis  

Anniversaries 

4 Bev & Jim Kamphoefner 

9 Marie & Charles Conrad  

22 Katharine & Will Peck  

29 Dawn & Clint Bastin  

30 Eric & Monica Bergman  

Christmas Greenery 

Those that have been here a while will 

know this is perfectly normal.  If you 

are new to MLC, Christmas in October 

may seem odd. 

We take orders for greenery each Oct. 

which is then delivered at the begin-

ning of Dec. A good way to get this part 

of your holiday preparation over early! 

The ordering info will be available in 

the narthex on 10/9.  You may place 

orders for yourself (to pick up at 

church) or as gifts that are delivered 

directly to your family/friends. 

Remembered Light 

The McDonald  Windows 

Men’s Lunch is going on 

a field trip!  Join them. 

On Thursday, November 3rd the men’s 

lunch group will be headed into San 

Francisco for: 

1) Lunch at Max’s Opera Café at

11:30am – 601 Van Ness Ave.

2) Then on to the Veterans Building,

Veterans Gallery (Suite 102)

401 Van Ness Avenue to view the

exhibit:

Remembered Light – The McDonald 

Windows: Glass fragments from WWII 

This is a special exhibit featuring works 

of glass art, incorporating stained glass 

shards collected by Chaplain Frederick 

Alexander McDonald during his 

service in the U.S. Army. 

Chaplain McDonald, while looking for 

sanctuaries to hold services for his 

troops in 1944-1945, picked up shards of 

stained glass which have been turned 

into 25 stained glass pieces known as 

the “McDonald Peace Windows”.  

https://www.interfaithpresidio.org/mc

donald-windows.html  

https://www.interfaithpresidio.org/mcdonald-windows.html
https://www.interfaithpresidio.org/mcdonald-windows.html


Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 

Shepherd of the Hills is worshipping each Sunday. 

o On the first Sunday of October—the 2nd, the people of Shepherd of the Hills worship at
9:30 am with the folks of Marin Lutheran Church.

o On October 9th, 16th & 23rd at 11 am, Pastor Diane Bowers will lead worship.
o On October 30th at 11 am—Pastor Tom will lead worship.

Their accompanist, Richard Stevens plays the organ and/or piano every Sunday they are in their 

worshipping space in Tiburon. 

Supper & Study – Food & Faith 

Explore the miracles of Jesus in Signs and Wonders: A Beginners Guide to 

the Miracles of Jesus, with Amy-Jill Levine, Professor of New Testament 

studies and Bible study author. 

In Signs and Wonders: A Beginner’s Guide to the Miracles of Jesus, Amy-Jill 

Levine explores selected miracles of Jesus in historical and theological context. 

For each miracle, she discusses not only how past witnesses would have 

understood the events, but also how today’s readers can draw meaning from 

Jesus’ words and actions.  Chapter topics include:  

 Take up you pallet and walk (the paralyzed man) – on the role of caregivers

 A bleeding woman and a dead girl – The importance of women’s bodies

 Walking on water and stilling the storm – Ecological readings of the Gospels

 The feeding of the 5,000 (or more) – The centrality of bread

 The raising of Lazarus – Taking death seriously

This joint education class continues on 3 Thursday Evenings – 

October 6th, 13th & 20th from 6:30 to 8:00pm at Shepherd of the 

Hills, 9 Shepherd Way, Tiburon. 

The evenings begin with a simple supper and fellowship followed 
by the study and discussion.  

Council 

 Susan Boom approved into MLC membership

 Patio trellis construction complete, shade fabrication

underway. Blessing of the patio covering held during 75th

Anniversary event.

 Bridges Synod Area Conference, October 9th at PLTS.  Open to

all interested members.

Dale Miller 



Marin Lutheran Church Women 

Bible Study:  October 6th at 10am meet in-person in the Narthex. 
Session 2: "Soil," will dig deeply into the parable of the soil (both as the 
parable of the seed, Matthew 13) and other biblical accounts that relate 
to care for this part of creation, while looking at models of growth that 
involve wholeness and wellness. 

Serve and Share: October 20th, 10am-12 noon.   
After a most productive year, we produced 101 comforts of joy (aka, quilts).  The quilts will be 
blessed during our service on October 9th.  Thanks to all for donations of fabric, preparing blocks, 
sewing blocks into quilt tops, assembling tops for tying and transporting for delivery to LWR.   
We’re looking forward to a new year of creating and fellowship as we meet monthly.  All are 
welcome, you can help. 

Fall Women's Retreat:  Saturday, November 5th, 10am to 5pm 
“Making Room for God” hosted by the women of Elim Lutheran Church, Petaluma; led by Pastor 
Kathryn Gulbranson and held at Ralstom White Retreat in Mill Valley.  Registration: forms available 
in the narthex or go to, www.elimpetaluma.org/retreat.  

Jane McKenzie 

Property 

As many of you have seen, the wooden trellis structure for the patio covering is complete.  

From the engineering design to the construction of the structure, we have been pleased 

and the finished product is rather attractive.  The fabric canopies are ordered.  We hope 

that installation will be complete at the end of November (weather permitting). 

ALL Church Work Day is planned for Saturday, October 15th from 9:00am to 12noon.  

We are hoping that a lot of folks can come help us that morning as we spruce up the 

grounds and buildings. 

We are hoping that 30, 40 & 50 year olds will come join the 60, 70 & 80 year olds for this 

work day.  If you listen closely, you may hear some joints creaking in the second set of 

folks mentioned!  Following is a sample “to do” list: 

 MANY gardening tasks . . .

 Dismantling the sandbox by the shed

 Washing the white fence

 Washing the play house and benches

 Cleaning out the paint closet

 The ever-present cobweb abatement

 Inside tasks as well . . .

 Hauling debris to the dump

As you can see MANY hands are needed.  Please join us.  Coffee and donuts will be served! 

Bev Kamphoefner

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/retreat


Breakfast Burrito Bake 

On Saturday, September 24, a great team gathered bright and early in the Parish Hall to make our 

legendary breakfast burritos for the families and individuals at the Brown House and Voyager 

Carmel.  The kitchen crew was a well-oiled machine and the assembly line workers were 

unsurpassed!  We churned out a total of 161 burritos in what some say was record-breaking 

time!  And, in addition to the important need that was met with this food, the team on deck that  

day had a great time!  Thanks to all!! 

Fall Renovation Project 

This year we have scheduled the 

Homeward Bound Family Shelter  

(the Brown House) renovation days 

for Friday, 10/28 & Saturday, 10/29. 

There will be a sign-up sheet in the 

narthex and each day will have two 

work shifts to choose from:  9:30am—

12:00pm and 12:30pm—3:30pm.   

You may sign up for any length of time 

on either day (or both!) that you are 

available.  Lunch will be provided. 

By the time this article is read, a few 

folks from the Social Action team will 

have already met with the Family 

Shelter managers to determine which 

work projects we will tackle.  We will 

then create our “to do” list of tasks, 

collect our supplies, and we can get 

right to work at the end of the month! 

There is much wear and tear endured 

daily by the house and grounds as needy 

families utilize the facility.  There will 

be jobs for everyone.  Our efforts to 

repair, refurbish and maintain things are 

always greatly appreciated!  Please join 

us!! 

SF/Marin Food Bank 

Our next food bank drive for collection of non-

perishable food items will begin on Sunday, October 

23 and will continue through Sunday, November 

20 which is Stewardship Sunday.  It is a fitting date 

for culmination of the food drive when the congregation 

will bring bags of food up to the altar.  Food insecurity 

persistently grows in our community and our help is so 

needed and so appreciated.  We are very grateful for the 

steady support received from our generous 

congregation! 

Meal Bags 

Please stop by the wicker basket in the narthex and take 

some meal bags with you.  Put them in your car to 

distribute to needy folks you might encounter during 

your day.  With these small gifts, we hope to share 

kindness and goodwill with those in need. 

Looking Ahead 

The Social Action team is excited to participate in 

the MLC 75th Anniversary schedule of upcoming 

celebratory events.  We are planning an event that will 

take place on Saturday, March 23, 2023.  Watch for 

our “Spring into Action” activity news in the future 

newsletters! 

News from the Social Action Team 

Cathy Bedilion 



Community Partner Updates:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) 

MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and 
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power 
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member 
institutions. 

If you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom (pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 
916-479-3308).

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) 

The Monthly Meditation continues Wednesday October 12th from 5:30 - 
6:30 pm PST with Sonja Gardensquartz. 

In relationship to the times and family that Sonja was born into she 
witnessed the suffering that comes from seeing ourselves as separate  
and other and others as separate from us. She became interested in the 
understanding of suffering, the causes and the way of healing. What does  
it mean to be part of a change in the world and how we might engage with 
it? She practiced and studied in different fields and finally came to be 

introduced to Zen meditation practice in 1981 and finally came to San Francisco Zen Center 
in 1991. Since then she has practiced continuously at Green Gulch Farm and Tassajara Zen 
Mountain Center.  

During her eleven years at Tassajara she practiced as Work Leader, Shika (Guest Host), and 
Tenzo (Head Cook). She received the precepts in 1995 and was Shuso (Head Student), at 
Tassajara in 2003. Since returning to Green Gulch she has been Tenzo, Guest Student Manager, 
and currently the Assistant to the Director and the Senior Dharma Teacher Tenshin Reb 
Anderson. She was ordained as a Soto Zen priest by Tenshin Reb Anderson in 2012.  

Join the online meditation with video or phone:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09 
Meeting ID: 814 1525 9890 

Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may 
mail in a check to the office if you are so moved.  

If you missed any of the previous MIC Meditations or this year's Prayer Breakfast, you can visit 
the YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUywjrutazp8_wl3H6Nuibg) and 
browse the library for previous events. We also suggest you subscribe to be notified when the 
videos publish. 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415259890?pwd=NE9GcVB3ME4zeVYrNmVZMmZtd25UZz09
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015H2Hz7pfxEb9q2Mon4wU-yYb_Xczdowq3fX1sBhL1aHZSj2EjPLUHWG_udkCxw4RyagzMEnSOymt403Oqc4MwyIkZNVkd1EcLQiO7OjOpzdH4OtnoSagd4MJ4jE8ykKg4Nb5QzW-oww3EET-bqki5JUF2xpHXgFyR5FRjSMs7mpcjSpV4YnrYFrtKJBQcuxHbFfYCK9GH6_csMcfHpGM95VGk8okW4Nk-8qabDg51exWRJgnbmPhyQss3hTOXUN9mfznX4HrV3iDFMAjWHQF-MXzcgxm872L3DCtcjyfkYQbjtmYZYKbLwO_QdOjKvk-QZ6ghrEyUx4=&c=rJYZL8CCzKcGX0QctDw8qQUOSpWM_ZHBNG8eDIKFTQG57hbF13zpDQ==&ch=yZNIMjomcYI3PhnuRzd4zh-44G5PlW1hgcAWi9iFILeNWa04tD-C7Q==
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUywjrutazp8_wl3H6Nuibg


OCTOBER 2022 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

October 2nd October 9th October 16th October 23rd October 30th 

GREETER 

9:30AM Barbara Bischoff Reinders Blanche Sprague Erna Randig Zlatunich Family 

USHER 

9:30AM Paul Davis Reinders Carol Cunliffe Tom Schmidt Zlatunich Family 

ACOLYTE 

LECTOR 

9:30AM Jeff Reinders Tricia Friedman Karen Clinton Kevin Dalager Kerry Hansen 

ALM 

9:30AM Betsy McCormick Susan Boom 
Yvonne 

Weidmann 
Susan Morrow Kathy Bayler 

COMM ASSIST 

9:30AM 

SOUND/VIDEO 

9:30AM 
John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

Dan Watrous 

Rod Seeger 

John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

Dan Watrous 

Michele Jacobs 

Kamphoefners 

Barbara Allen 

COUNTERS 

9:30AM Reinders Reinders Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Kamophoefner 

COFFEE HOUR 

9:30AM Reinders Ann Marymor Karen Peters Anke Pahmeyer Carol Zlatunich 

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

Bread Baker Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger 

FLOWERS Susan Morrow Emily Rosendahl Sue Southgate 




