Almost exactly 20 years ago Pastor Kathryn and I purchased our first home. We were
living in Sacramento, and it was a brand-new house in a new development just north of
downtown. In fact, it was so new that we
got to choose the flooring, the kitchen
counters, the window treatments, and
many other smaller features. Suddenly,
we started noticing these details in every
parishioner and friends house we visited.
Kathryn even started perusing Martha
Stewart Living Magazine.
Say what you want about Martha—I suspect her perfectionist ideas could drive anyone
crazy. But maybe she’s onto something. Martha knows the value of hospitality. Nice
pillows, carefully chosen colors, sensitive menus, elaborate table decorations—they all
serve to make guests feel honored, important, and special!
When Jesus gathered with friends, especially after the resurrection, he offered simple
meals to them. When friends would receive him into their homes, he would praise them
and instruct others to remember their great works of love. Somehow the modest acts of
hospitality can become the surest signs of God’s grace and presence in human life!
On Sunday mornings this summer we are exploring the joys and challenges of
hospitality as this topic comes up in our readings. Join us in worship—in person or on
Zoom.
Blessings to you!

Pastor Tom

Social Action
SF/Marin Summer Food Drive: The collection was due to end in June, but due to schedule
conflicts we have one more Sunday to bring our donations – July 3rd! If you missed the
month of June, please bring non-perishable food items on or before the 3rd. After that the food
will delivered to the food bank. Thanks to everyone who contributed!
Lunch Bags: A new supply of lunches is in the narthex. Please take one or two lunch bags to
have handy in your car to give to someone who is hungry.
Homeward Bound Update:
Mary Kay Sweeney from Homeward Bound will speak with our congregation following worship
on Sunday, September 25th about continuing with the Mill Street Dinners Program. We will
discuss the church’s possibility of reactivating this essential monthly dinner provision.
A Welcome dinner for the residents of 1591 Casa Buena Drive, Marin County's first housing
community with support from California’s Project Homekey, is being considered for early
fall. A partnership between Marin Lutheran and Alicia Slavitch, Onsite Manager, is ongoing.
A new school year is around the corner...
Once again we are collecting school supplies for students
receiving assistance through Ritter Center. Our Back-to-School
Drive runs from July 3rd through August 7th. Social Action
will purchase 72 backpacks through a Thrivent grant. We need
your help filling the backpacks with the following supplies:
Binders (small & large)
Lined paper
Tabbed dividers
Zip pouches
#2 pencils
Colored pencils
Pocket folders

Erasers
Highlighters
Spiral notebooks
Pens
Pencil sharpeners
Small scissors
Crayons

Staplers
Glue sticks
Index cards
Rulers
Texas Instruments calculators
(model 81 or any with
graphing capabilities)

There will be labeled bins in the Narthex and by the front door of church to place your donations.
“God’s Work Our Hands”
Burrito Bake:
Tentative date Saturday, Sept. 17th
Congregation will be invited to join our joyful assembly line at church! More detailed
information about this will be in the September newsletter.

Line Shanks

Property
At the semi-annual congregational meeting on June 5th, the congregation
voted to approve the proposed patio trellis/canopy project. This is essentially
a 2-phase project. A wooden trellis will be built first, after which tracks and a
fabric canopy will be installed. This canopy will be able to be opened and
closed as needed to provide shade for the patio. Our permit application and plans have
been submitted to the Town of Corte Madera and they are currently in the review
process. As things progress, we will keep you informed on the progress. The patio team
members are Barbara Bischoff, Paul Davis, Michael Houts and me.
Gardening on the first Saturday of the month continues this summer. Our core group of
gardeners faithfully works to keep the grounds trimmed, weeded and neat. Any help
they can get is appreciated. If you have free time on the first Saturdays – July 2nd and
August 6th from 9:00am to 12noon, please stop by the church and lend a hand. Thanks
to Lorraine, Barbara, John, Cathy & Jim for continuing their tireless work on the
grounds.
If when you are around and about the church, you see anything that you feel property
needs to be made aware of, please let me know. We have an ongoing property needs
list, and as we approach our 75th anniversary we are optimistic that with a successful
special [fundraising] campaign we will be able to take care of some larger maintenance
projects.

Bev Kamphoefner
Adult Forum

Hymn Sing

Following the service on July 3rd,
Pastor Tom will hold an adult
forum to provide updates, answer
questions and have discussion of
the events surrounding the recent
Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly,
the resignation of Bishop Rohrer
and the appointment of the Rev,
Claire Burkat as the interim
bishop of the SPS. Enjoy a time
of fellowship and then join the
forum. Those at home can listen
in on Zoom.

Each summer we have one
Sunday when we are able
to choose some of our
favorite hymns to sing.
This year it will be on
August 21st. It’s a fun
day to hear and sing
favorites, so don’t miss
that Sunday.

Sanctuary Flowers
There are many empty
places on the flower chart
to provide flowers for
Sunday morning services.
Please check to see if
there is a Sunday(s) that
you can bring flowers.
Flowers to recognize a
special occasion is always
good, but you do not need
any reason to choose a
Sunday.

Marin Lutheran Church Women
Hope that all are enjoying the summer months and looking
forward to making plans to renew, refresh and rejoice.
“Life is like a quilt you bind together embellished with family and friends, backed
with tradition, stitched with love with cornerstones placed carefully to create a one
of a kind journey through time.” Shared from the summer Gather, Bible study.
Serve & Share:
~ July 21st & August 18th, 10:00am to 12noon in the church conference room.
I’m always available to answer questions or talk about MLCW and our ministry.
Jane McKenzie

Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
Shepherd of the Hills Worship
o On the first Sunday of July—the 3rd, the
people of Shepherd of the Hills worship at
9:30 a.m. with the folks of Marin Lutheran
o July 10th, 17th, 24th at 11 a.m. Pastor Tom will
lead worship at SHLC, Tiburon
o July 31st at 11 a.m.—not sure who will lead
worship as yet.

o On the first Sunday of August—the
7th, the people of Shepherd of the
Hills worship at 9:30 a.m. with the
folks of Marin Lutheran Church.
o August 14th, 21st & 28th at 11 a.m.
Pastor Tom will lead worship at
SHLC, Tiburon

Each Sunday Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays the organ and/or piano.

Adult Education: Summer Supper & Study –
Moses, In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet
Everyone is invited to the remaining sessions of a joint
Shepherd of the Hills and Marin Lutheran Adult Ed
Class – July 6 & 13 from 6 to 7:30pm, held at
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 9 Shepherd
Way, Tiburon. We begin with a lite supper and then
move into our study.

Join us as we retrace the life of Moses from his modest birth and rescue as a baby to the courts of
Pharaoh, from herding flocks in Midian to leading his people out of Egypt.
Join Adam Hamilton as he travels from Egypt to Mt. Sinai, the Nile, the
Red Sea and the wilderness exploring the sites of Moses' life. Using
historical information, archaeological data, and biblical text, Hamilton
guides us in the footsteps of this reluctant prophet who grew in his
relationship with God and by the end of life had successfully fulfilled the
role he was given. Turn your own reluctance into boldness as you examine
the significant challenges facing Moses and how God shaped his character
and life in powerful ways.

SUMMER CELEBRATIONS

MLC Notebook
Baptism
th

On Father’s Day Sunday, June 19 we
celebrated the baptism of Belén Inez
Raygoza, Meggie and Octavio’s daughter.
It was a beautiful event held on the patio
with lots of family present as witnesses.
God’s blessings to Belén and her family.

Pictured:
Godparents, Jules Houts & Emily Rosendahl
with Meggie, Belén & Octavio

Condolences
We extend our sympathy to Barbara Allen,
her family, Roy & Robert and her extended
family following the death of her mother,
Betsy Henderson. She died peacefully at the
age of 101. Barbara, her brother James, and
sister-in-law, Ruthann were able to be with
her that entire day. We thank God for the
long life enjoyed by Betsy filled with
blessings, and for the many lives she touched
in return. We pray for comfort and peace for
her family and friends.

JULY
Birthdays
6
Annegret Schmidt
7
Ann Marymor
Jeff Jacobs
10 Linda Dunn
14 Miles Marymor
16 David Shepard
17 Will Peck
18 Corneille Church
20 Rod Seeger
21 Carol Zlatunich
23 Sue Southgate
27 Karen Peters
28 Gregg Mattner
29 Bode Siegel
31 Dale Miller
Anniversaries
4
Kathy & Jay Bayler
5
David Shepard & Jim Fye
16 Carol & Rick Cunliffe
AUGUST
Birthdays
8
Nicholas Rosano
10 Joe O’Neill, Jr.
Jay Bayler
13 Leif Lacy
16 Benjamin Siegel
Elle Theobald
18 Katie Weidmann
20 Carol Cunliffe
21 Michael Rosendahl
22 Jeff Reinders
24 John Bischoff
Anniversaries
3
Pastors Renée & Craig Geiger
25 Mary Creigh Houts &
Michael Rosendahl
27 Pastors Kathryn Gulbranson
& Tom Gable
30 Carol & Rob Zlatunich

STEWARDSHIP OF THE FUTURE
The last Stewardship article focused on Stewardship of the present by addressing the
current and upcoming needs of MLC and the world. Remember that there are a lot of
open positions starting in 2023. If the nominating committee asks you to serve, please
give it some consideration. This fall the nominating committee will be recruiting for:
1. Secretary
2. Treasurer
3. Staff / Congregation Relations Committee
4. 2 Council members at large
5. Fellowship
6. Outreach
7. Stewardship
8. Worship & Music
In this newsletter article, the subject is Stewardship of the Future
The future is a funny thing. An article that came out in March that I have been saving
for this topic points out some things about scaling that are worth mentioning in the
context of MLC’s future. I encourage you to read the article too.
Reclaiming Purpose by Scaling Down, By: Amir Pasic, March 8, 2022
https://philanthropy.iupui.edu/news-events/insights-newsletter/2022-issues/march2022-issue-1.html
Here at MLC, it’s not likely that we can scale to a global or even a regional scale. But
starting where we are all most familiar – the local community – is a way we can apply
our principles to make a difference. We do this in great measure with the social action
team. But our quilters also send quilts out into the far reaches of the world to people
who desperately need them. But without the local stitch by stitch love that goes into
them, the need is not fulfilled.
Right at the beginning of the article, the author puts it this way:
“There is promise in communal approaches to rebuilding common purpose, but there is fierce
competition from the global commercialization of purpose at scale that also challenges the great
legacy of religious traditions and the communities they help anchor.”
“Most traditional religions warn us that what is “scaling” in the world right now may not be
the same as what is important. So too, Brooks and Snyder point us to the intimate sphere, where
we build purpose with those close to us, where we “weave” in common spaces, re-enchanting our
communities as places to craft our purpose. I see this as a return to basics, to reconnect
communal life, in some ways to build religion anew. In Latin, re-ligare means to bind or
connect, again. It is a grand ambition, but one that happens in small spaces, with small groups,
and with initially small consequences. But all great journeys begin with modest first steps. The
project to re-weave the riven fabric of our communities is more than laudable – it is necessary.”

One phrase that I gravitate to in the quote is that “…all great journeys begin with modest
first steps”.
The future is a funny thing. The traditional statement is – “the more things change, the
more they stay the same”. Yet churches need to adapt to the changing views and needs
of the people who are likely to want to be associated with them. A balance of
spirituality and applied stewardship which shows some results is the key according to
the author of the article. With global church membership declining, what more do we
need as a evidence that people are looking for something different than our parents and
grandparents were content with? Politicization of churches does not help either.
Sometimes, we don’t have a fully defined vision or definition of what the future holds,
but we must take that first step which lays the foundation for a new focus. That new
focus may not happen in our lifetime, but we still plant that seed.
At my age the fruits of addressing global warming and climate change now may not be
something I’ll live to see the results of, but that should not stop me from trying to be a
good steward of water and the atmosphere.
A topic I have studied – gun violence – can not be addressed with a single action but
steps we take now might change society or gun culture years down the road. Banning
a kind of unnecessary weapon now will not have an immediate effect if we don’t
confiscate the existing weapons. Changing our
culture of glorifying gun violence in movies and
games will take many years.
Some first steps depend on a leap of faith that if we
do something now, we may not know how it will
manifest itself in the future, but we have faith that
when the vision becomes clearer, the path forward
will be more obvious to those who follow us.
This fall we will kick off the 75th anniversary
celebration and there will be regular events planned
through the actual date of the anniversary at the end
of April, 2023. Our stewardship of the present will
begin with helping make those events a success by
helping coordinate or participating. It’s time to start
thinking about those seeds and what MLC can plant
for the community in the next 75 years.
Have a great summer!

John Bischoff

Confirmation Ministry
Our Confirmation Ministry finished up last month. We will begin
again in August on Sunday the 21st with our Annual Beginning of the Year
Parents, Students and Siblings Potluck. We’ll begin at 5 pm and finish up about 6:30.

Adult Education: Summer Supper & Study
Wednesday evenings at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church:
Moses, In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet.
For specifics: please see page with joint MLC & SHLC activities (page 4).

An Upcoming Adult Education Opportunity
Pastor Tom will be attending (on Zoom) and would like others from MLC to attend with him!
My name is Becky Casenhiser, and I am the Co-Director of the Creation Care Collective, and I
would like to personally invite you and your congregation to join numerous other churches
across the country in the upcoming Creation Care 101 Program - a free program, toolkit and
community building resource, designed for the church. Together, we engage congregations in
faith-based conversations for practical implementation of environmental healing and justice, in
church and home contexts. Developed alongside advisors at Yale’s Forum on Religion and
Ecology and Oxford University’s Laudato Si’ Institute, the Creation Care 101 Program connects
the dots between faith, science, justice and creation care. Recommended by churches across
the U.S. across 10 denominations! Next time offered: Fall 2022.
Results of churches across the U.S., across 10 denominations:
 88% of participants made changes in their homes
 91% of participants made changes in their churches
 97% of participants recommend the program to other churches
How it works:
 Free for churches
 8 sessions, 8 months, 1 session per month
 Online via Zoom, will be facilitated
 You just show up and invite your congregation!
This is open to everyone who would like to join in. The program begins in September 2022 and
ends in April 2023. I will be attending, and I’d like to get a group from MLC to attend. For more
information and to register, go to: https://creationcarecollective.org/event/creation-justice101-fall-program/

Pastor Tom

Semi-annual Congregational Meeting Highlights – June 5th




Nominating Committee – Yvonne Weidmann volunteered to serve on committee and was
approved. No other individuals secured at meeting, so council will work to fill four
remaining spots.
Patio Covering – Congregation voted to approve using up to $60,000 of memorial funds to
construct a wooden patio trellis with retractable fabric panels to provide share for the patio.
Financial Update. Giving shortfall at the end of April was approximately $14,000. Since
letter from Finance Committee was sent to households in May, the shortfall at the end of May
was decreased to $12,000. Encouraged everyone to continue to be aware of personal giving.

June Council Highlights – June 13th
o Pastor Tom and Dale Miller reported on Synod Assembly and events leading to resignation
of Bishop Rohrer.
o Dale Miller appointed Council Secretary to fill remaining term left vacant by Denise
Halloran. Council will work to fill Dale’s position as At Large Council Member.
o Motion approved from Finance to explore an MLC credit card for authorized church uses i.e.
monthly Zoom charges, etc.

Financial Snapshot of Giving

Notes:
 Giving continues to be irregular and variable month to month, as some of our monthly
givers now give annually.
 Total giving from Jan & April-June nearly matched our ministry plan. A steep shortfall in
February and March still leaves us $13,000 behind budget, year-to-date.

Summer Worship – Theme: Hospitality!
Sunday, July 3
God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’
invitation to “take and eat . . . take and drink” is a
repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read
and proclaimed, in the assembly of the people of
God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice!
Your name is written in heaven.
Sunday, July 10
To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul,
strength, and mind is to reflect God’s mercy in
responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its
most profound expression in the “gospel that has
come to you”—namely the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy
comes to us again today: at the font, at the table,
and from the pulpit. It is very near to you.
Sunday, July 17
Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God
urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen up!”—
to heed the word that gives life. So it was with
Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early
church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the
assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life.
Sunday, July 24
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and
wins the attention of God when Abraham
intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to
be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be
nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer
and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you
answered me; you increased my strength within
me.”
Sunday, July 31
Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement
for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the
“unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take
care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We
who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also
been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate
our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To
that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s
supper and the encouragement of God’s word.

Sunday, August 7
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is
God’s promise from the beginning—to
Abraham, to the early church, and to the
“little flock” of which we are a part in
today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal
gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no
fear.
Sunday, August 14
The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus
is the great divide in human history. He
invites our undivided attention and
devotion. Today in worship we are
surrounded by a great “cloud of
witnesses.” In the word and in holy
communion we are invited yet again to
look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter
of our faith.”
Sunday, August 21
Remember the sabbath day. Call the
sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day,
and the Lord will do for us what the Lord
does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal
us. Rejoice at all the wonderful things
God is doing.
Sunday, August 28
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of
the church. By God’s grace in holy
baptism we have a place at Christ’s
banquet table. When, by the power of
that same Spirit, humility and mutual love
continue among us, the church can be
more inviting still.

2022 Sierra Pacific Synod Recap
Even during a Synod Assembly with unprecedented adjustments and difficult, but
necessary, conversations, elections, resolutions and other Assembly business
occurred. Below you’ll find a recap of business voted upon by the Assembly.
A special thank you to Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Vice President Carlos Peña for their
presence, leadership, and accompaniment at our Assembly. To our tech team, Big Dog Sound, a
big thank you for your hard-work, flexibility, and comforting presence. Tom, Jamie, Chris and
Adam worked countless hours as the assembly schedule changed and ensured that our online
participants were given the same level of accessibility as our in-person attendees.
And finally, a huge thank you to the Sierra Pacific Synod Staff and Council for their planning and
execution of this assembly.

Gail Kiyomura, Synod Vice President
Elections
At this Synod Assembly, four Synod Council positions were up for election. The Assembly
elected individuals to three of these positions, as unfortunately, there were no nominees for
the fourth position. The following individuals were elected:
 Vice President (4-year term): Simon Wong, Hope Lutheran Church, El Sobrante, CA
 Synod Council Member At-Large (3-year term): The Rev. Dr. Dawn Roginski, St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church, San Mateo, CA
 Synod Council Member At-Large, Person of Color (3-year term): Kezia Darla, Good
Shepherd South Asian Ministry, Fremont, CA
We invite you to view the full list of SPS Council Representatives for 2022-23 here.
Additionally, Conference Caucuses elected new Conference Deans. Our 9 Conference Deans
serve as a representative of the conference, resource to the Bishop, and much more. We invite
you to view the newly elected Conference Deans here.
The following Resolutions passed and one Memorial were brought forward to the Assembly
and passed as stated below. For details visit: here.
 Social Statement on Homelessness
 Regarding Sierra Pacific Synod Compensation Guidelines
 Regarding Sierra Pacific Synod Reparations Fund

Following the resignation of Bishop Megan Rohrer, the SPS Council has appointed the Rev.
Claire Burkat as Interim Bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod, with July 10th as her start date. Read
about her here.

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of
churches, synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin
County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power organization
through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions.

If you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom (pastortomgable@gmail.com) or text at
916-479-3308).

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC)
Monthly Meditation continues on July 13th and August 10th from
5:30 to 6:30pm on Zoom. At this point, the leaders for these
meditations are still to be named. Check the www.marinifc.org
website for more information about these and other events.
To Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in a
check to the office if you are so moved.

JULY 2022 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
July 3rd

July 10th

July 17th

July 24th

July 31st

GREETER
9:30AM

Lorri Reinders

Cheri Houts

Blanche Sprague

Barbara Bischoff

9:30AM Paul Davis

Jeff Reinders

Michael Houts

Tom Schmidt

Lorri Reinders

9:30AM Kerry Hansen

Tricia Friedman

Sandy Seeger

John Lacy

Jeff Reinders

9:30AM Betsy McCormick

Yvonne Weidmann

Susan Morrow

Kathy Bayler

Paul Davis

John Bischoff
Bev Kamphoefner

John Bischoff
Rod Seeger

Dan Watrous
Bev Kamphoefner

John Bischoff
Barbara Allen

Reinders

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Reinders

Lorri Reinders

Sandy Seeger

Karen Clinton

Ann Marymor

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Sandy Seeger

Sandy Seeger

Sandy Seeger

Sandy Seeger

USHER

ACOLYTE

LECTOR

ALM

COMM ASSIST

9:30AM
SOUND/VIDEO
Dan Watrous

9:30AM Bev Kamphoefner
COUNTERS
9:30AM Kamphoefner
COFFEE HOUR

9:30AM Susan Morrow
ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner
Jim Kamphoefner
Bread Baker
FLOWERS

AUGUST 2022 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
August 7th

August 14th

August 21st

August 28th

GREETER
9:30AM Zlatunich’

Erna Randig

Mary Creigh Houts

Blanche Sprague

9:30AM Zlatunich’

Tom Schmidt

Michael Rosendahl

Jeff Reinders

9:30AM Kevin Dalager

Tom Grams

Jim Kamphoefner

Karen Clinton

9:30AM Susan Boom

Yvonne Weidmann

Betsy McCormick

Susan Morrow

Dan Watrous
Bev Kamphoefner

Dan Watrous
Bev Kamphoefner

John Bischoff
Bev Kamphoefner

Reinders

Kamphoefner

Reinders

Anke Pahmeyer

Mary Creigh Houts

Blanche Sprague

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Jim Kamphoefner

Jim Kamphoefner

Jim Kamphoefner

Jim Kamphoefner

USHER

ACOLYTE
9:30AM

LECTOR

ALM

COMM ASSIST
9:30AM

SOUND/VIDEO
John Bischoff

9:30AM Bev Kamphoefner
COUNTERS
9:30AM Kamphoefner

COFFEE HOUR

9:30AM Zlatunich’

ALTAR GUILD
Bread Baker
FLOWERS

