
 

 

 

This Lent we are trying an experiment!  

We are using a unified theme and materials 

for the whole season—the Sunday worship 

services, Thursday evening midweek 

services, and a Lenten devotional.  We are 

following the subject “Full to the Brim: An 

Expansive Lent.” It comes from a group 

called, A Sanctified Art.  To learn more 

about who they are checkout their website: https://sanctifiedart.org/. 

 

During the Sundays this Lent our gospel readings are filled with parables and promises of 

God’s abundant and expansive grace.  Jesus as a mother hen, a prodigal son welcomed 

home, a fig tree nurtured with care and hope, precious oil poured out lovingly and freely, 

stones shouting out with praise —these stories are brimming with a gospel of grace.  We’ve 

done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like water, it spills over.  Full to the 

Brim is an invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a full life.  It’s an invitation to be 

authentically who we are, to counter scarcity and injustice at every turn, to pour out even 

more grace wherever it is needed…. When we allow ourselves to be filled to the brim with 

God’s lavish love, that love spills over.  It reaches beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes 

and flows, touching everything in its path. 

 

This journey of Lent—of allowing ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love 

begins on Ash Wednesday at 7 pm—both in person and on Zoom.  It continues on Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 and on Thursday evenings (beginning 3/10) at 7 pm—only on Zoom 

(Meeting ID: 4159243782).  

 

See You in Worship! 

Pastor Tom  

 



 

 

Our Confirmation Ministry continues this month with classes scheduled for Sunday, 

March 6
th
 and 20

th
—from 5 pm to 6:15 pm. This spring we are delving into topics from 

the “Lutheran Living” workbook. There are six students: Robert, Sammi, Elise, Abby, 

Lucie, and Anita. 

 
 

High School Youth Activities  
 

Put on your calendars now: Sunday, March 13, 2022 – 
College Care-Package Evening from 5 to 6:15 pm. The 
high school youth will gather for pizza and to put together 
care packages for our college youth. Please send us an 
RSVP that you will be coming! 

 
 

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings 
 
We continue our class—Oh God, What Now?—Christianity 20 Years after 9/11 

– with Tripp Fuller, Brian McLaren & Diana Butler Bass. This was an online class 

that I attended last September and October. We will explore the topic over the 

course of about 10 to 12 sessions. Each week we meet, we’ll view part of the 

presentation and discuss. For more information, you can check out the website: 

https://homebrewedchristianity.lpages.co/911class/  to begin viewing the videos you can 

go to:  https://trippfuller.com/2021/07/25/resource-page-oh-god-what-now/  (the 

password to access the site is: GREENBEAN) 

 

These sessions will be held in person in the Parish Hall, and on Zoom (4159243782) from 10:45 am 

to 11:45 am on the dates listed below. 

 

Sunday Title Notes 

March 6th OGWN?: Repentance and Resistance—part 2 Pastor Tom 

March 13th 
OGWN?: Theology & Spirituality in  

Times of Rupture—part 1 
Pastor Tom 

March 20th 
OGWN?: Theology & Spirituality in  

Times of Rupture—part 2 
Pastor Tom 

March 27th NO CLASS! 

April 3rd OGWN?: Inter-religious Learning—part 1 Pastor Tom 

April 10th OGWN?: Inter-religious Learning—part 2 Pastor Tom 

April 17th No Class on these two Sundays 
(Easter Sunday & last Sunday of the month) April 24th  

 
 

Confirmation Ministry 

https://homebrewedchristianity.lpages.co/911class/
https://trippfuller.com/2021/07/25/resource-page-oh-god-what-now/


READY, GET SET, ALMOST GO 
 
It’s only the end of February as I write this, but March is already coming in like a lion, as they 

say.  I mentioned in an earlier piece that the Stewardship theme (or themes) this year were 

going to have some tie in to the ramp up of the 75th anniversary six-month celebration  

starting in the fall.  We did start talking about that, but at this point things are still “under 

development”.  I can say there have been some meetings to brainstorm how the celebration 

will go, some dates were set, and events were imagined. 
 

So at this point, I can say there will be one (or three, depending on how you look at it) 

underlying focus areas for Stewardship besides the usual Time, Talent and Treasure: 

 STEWARDSHIP OF THE PAST:  Learning about, celebrating and appreciating the early 

beginnings of MLC and the pioneers who dreamed and started MLC.  As with any history 

lesson, what should we learn from the past? 

 STEWARDSHIP OF THE PRESENT:  Emphasis on what we can all do today and next year 

and into the celebration period to make it a memorable and special time.  As with any 

program in our history, how do we staff and execute the year’s events? 

 STEWARDSHIP OF THE FUTURE:  Through the usual fall emphasis, focus on the short-

term future of another good year and another viable budget and set of programs.  But 

also, in the long term, how do we leave the same kind of legacy those who came before 

us left to us while keeping it vibrant and relevant for the rest of the 21st century? 
 

Stay tuned and stay involved!  As usual, if you are interested in helping with planning or 

executing events over the next year – both our normal programs and the special ones – please 

reach out and get involved as much as you can.  As we hope to demonstrate with the barnyard 

project – a lot of little bits add up to something bigger! 
 

And speaking of the Barnyard project…..    You can give your mites (or more) to the project at 

MLC good gifts, through the web site, or by dropping change (or paper money) into the jar in 

the Narthex. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We can give and track the progress to the goal at the following web address: 
 

https://goodgifts.elca.org/group-gift/marin-lutheran-church 
 

THANK YOU ALL! 

John Bischoff 

https://goodgifts.elca.org/group-gift/marin-lutheran-church


Social Action Team 
 
Thank you to everyone from the Social Action team and 

from the PLTS students for your generous support of the 

seminary student supply drive.  When we arrived at the 

seminary, the cupboard was almost bare and had been 

for a while.  The staff was amazed and so appreciative  

of all the supplies our congregation donated for needy 

students.  When we left, there was hardly any room for 

more items in the supply pantry and the staff expected 

our donations to go very quickly.  Thanks again from all 

the seminary students! 

  

Please pick up a meal bag(s) from the narthex.  Our team assembles these bags containing 

nourishing foods and snacks for you to keep in your car and distribute to needy citizens that 

you come across in your everyday life. 

  

In March/April, the Social Action Team will be joining an effort by 

the ELCA to assemble and donate Personal Care Kits for needy 

people/communities around the world distributed by LWR.  There 

will be many ways to participate including parents working with 

their children, individual monetary or item donations and/or 

joining the confirmands in kit assembly on 4/24.  Five items make 

up each kit and all items should be new: 
 

1) One light-weight bath towel – dark color recommended 

2) 2 or 3 bath size bars of soap – in original wrapping 

3) One adult-size toothbrush – in original packaging 

4) One sturdy comb (remove the packaging) 

5) One metal nail clippers (an attached file is optional (remove the packaging) 
 

Because these are sent to many different countries, there are specific dos and don’ts.  

Directions will be posted in the narthex (as well as emailed to homes) as to what supplies 

are needed, and assembly instructions.  There will also be a sign-up sheet for volunteers.  

Stay tuned for more information! 

  

For those interested, please check out the Marin Organizing Committee's website- 

bayareaiaf@gmail for great and ongoing information on the HomeKey Project, a review of 

the homelessness support efforts ongoing in San Rafael.  Also, be sure and check out the 

website-www.resilientneighborhoods.org or www.sustainablemarin.org.  There is important 

information on available workshops on Climate Action, Recycling, Renewal Energy and a 

program called "The Sustainables" (a community training program on eco-responsibility). 

 

Sandy Seeger 

 

Donations received for PLTS 

mailto:bayareaiaf@gmail
http://www.sustainablemarin.org/


Marin Lutheran Church Women  
 
Thursday March 3rd, Bible Study 10am Zoom session 3 

Mark Allan Powell’s, The kingdom of God here and 

now.  When we talk about "eternal life" in John's Gospel 

and "the kingdom of God" in other Gospels, we are talking 

about the reality of God's power and presence as we 
experience it here and now in our lives. 

 

Thursday March 17th, Serve & Share, 9am-12noon meet at Jane's to tie quilts and 
socialize. 
 

All welcome to join any activities, information available church office, or from 

Jane by phone 415 479 8971 or e-mail jane_mck@prodigy.net 
 

Jane McKenzie 
 

Financial Snapshot 

 
A snapshot of YTD giving:  The main thing it shows is the variation in giving from month to 
month.  This year we had an $8,800 negative swing from January to February.  Last year we had 
a $15,000+ positive swing for the same months.  Please continue to remember your church as 
you take care of monthly financial matters.  Thank you! 
 

mailto:jane_mck@prodigy.net


MLC NOTEBOOK 
 

A Baby! 
Congratulations to Meggie Rosendahl  

& Octavio Raygoza on the birth of their 

beautiful daughter, 

Belén Inez on 

February 5th.   

Congrats also  

to first time 

grandparents, 

Mary Creigh 

Houts & Michael 

Rosendahl.  We 

ask for God’s continued blessings on Belén 

and her whole family. 

 
Engagements 
We recently got the news of two 

engagements: 

 Anna Bischoff & Justin Spring 

 Brian Houts & Jenna Merrilees 
Congratulations!  Wonderful  

celebrations await these families. 
 

Anna & Justin live in SoCal (Justin  

being the SoCal native).  He recently got a 

new job at NASA’a jet Propulsion Labs as 

lead mechanical engineer. 
 

Brian & Jenna purchased land in Cotati and 

are hard at work building their home. 

 
Condolences 

Barbara Bischoff’s mother, Bunny Moeller, 
passed away on February 27th.  We were 

fortunate to see Bunny at Marin Lutheran 

on many occasions as she would join her 

family for festivals and also to witness and 

support all her 

grandchildren’s (Nick 

& Anna) special 

events.  We hold 

Bunny’s family in our 

thoughts and prayers 

and wish them peace 

& comfort. 

Moving 
Pastor Pamela Griffith-Pond  

and David Pond have moved  

to Washington. We wish them  

good fortune in their new home  

and community.  Their new address is: 

460 Blue Glacier Loop 

Sequim, WA  98382-6663 

 

 

March Celebrations 
 
Birthdays  

 
1 Mary Creigh Houts  

4 Joshua Clark-Hexter  
12 Kristian Gable 

17 Annemarie Hofling 

23 Sadie Mattner  
24 Bob Wong 

26 Jamie Kelley 
27 Robert Allen 

29 Barbara Allen 
30 Susan Morrow 

31 Anke Pahmeyer 

 Lucie Theobald 
  

Anniversaries 
 

10 Barbara & Roy Allen 

31 Colleen & Kerry Hansen 

 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 

The 2022 Flower Chart is posted on a 

bulletin board in the narthex.  3 of the 4 

Sundays in March are taken but Sunday the 

20th is open and after March there are 

MANY open Sundays. 

 

Now that we’re able to return to in-person 

worship, please check the chart and sign up 

for a Sunday(s) 

that you would 

like to provide 

the flowers.  



College Care Packages 
 

We have 16 young men (9) and women 

(7) away at college.  It has been our 

custom to have the high school youth 

prepare care packages for these 

students – to let them know that we are 

thinking about them, we care about 

them and we are pulling for them!  We 

are in the process of collecting items  

for these boxes and are asking for 

donations from the congregation.  Be 

creative!  Think back to your school days 

– what did you want from home?  

Snacks (of course), coffee/tea/hot cocoa 

bags, hand sanitizer, chap stick, gum, 

etc.  You do not need to bring items for 

all 16 (although you may if you wish), 

everyone’s items will be put together 

and then divvied up between the boxes.  

There is a collection 

bin in the narthex 

for these items.  The 

final day to bring 

donations is Sun, 

March 13th.  

 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

 

Sunday, February 13th our youth 

participated in the nationwide 

Souper Bowl of Caring to help 

put an end to hunger.  Donations 

received for the Souper Bowl 

totaled $555!  Thank you to all 

who supported this effort.  

100% of these gifts went to 

support the organization, Extra 

Food. They operate in Marin  

by delivering excess fresh  

food from businesses,  

to nonprofits serving  

Marin’s most vulnerable 

children, seniors, and families.  

Lutheran World Relief  

– Ukraine 
 

 “Millions of people in Ukraine are 

already in need of humanitarian assistance. 

As the attack on Ukraine escalates, the 

devastating crisis threatens lives, health 

systems and livelihoods. With worsening 

food shortages and damaged infrastructure, 

overwhelming mass displacement looms. 
 

 LWR is working tirelessly to respond  

to families in crisis. Our teams are reaching 

out to local organizations that have direct 

access inside Ukraine and who are 

welcoming refugees fleeing to neighboring 

countries. Urgent action is needed to 

address the escalating humanitarian 

catastrophe in Ukraine.” 

 

 Our monetary help is needed!  Until 

March 15th our congregation’s gifts will be 

doubled.  LWR received a matching grant of 

up to $100,000 from Nelsonville Lutheran 

Church in Wisconsin.  We received $725 in 

donations on Sunday, February 27th which 

will be matched.  THANK YOU ALL FOR 

YOUR GIFTS!  Please continue to give as 

you are able. 
 

 Ways to give: 

1) Check payable to MLC  

with “Ukraine” in memo line. 

2) Online at: 

https://marinlutheran.org/give/ 

3) Give directly to LWR 

https://marinlutheran.org/give/


 
Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 

 
Shepherd of the Hills is worshipping in each Sunday.  
  

o On Ash Wednesday, March 2nd at 7:00pm, the people of Shepherd of the Hills will 
worship with folks at Marin Lutheran Church.  

o On the first Sunday, March 6th, the people of Shepherd of the Hills join with the folks at 
Marin Lutheran Church for worship at 9:30am. 

o On Sunday, 3/13 at 11 am, The Rev. Dr. Diane Bowers will lead worship at SHLC.  
o On Sunday, 3/20 at 11 am, The Rev. Dr. Diane Bowers will lead worship at SHLC. 
o On Sunday, 3/27 at 11 am, Pastor Tom will lead worship at SHLC.  

 

Each Sunday Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays the organ and/or piano. 
Everyone is invited to join the services held at SHLC in Tiburon. 
 

Marin Lutheran continues to combine in-person and live online worship using the Zoom 
platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782 at 9:30am each Sunday.  This allows both the folks at 
church and at home the opportunity to worship together. We continue to offer worship videos 
of our Sunday service on the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel. 
 

Lenten Supper & Study—Food & Faith  
Although we don’t know exactly what we will be studying yet, there will be a weekly, (3/16, 23, 
30, 4/6), Lenten Supper & Study Class. We’ll begin on Wednesday, March 16th from 5 pm to 
6:30 pm. Each session will include a light meal and discussion. Everyone is invited!  
 
 

 Community Partner Updates 
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.  

 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)   
 
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of 
churches, synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin 
County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power organization 
through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders 
from member institutions. 

 
Thank you to those who attended last Sunday’s Delegates Assembly where we ratified our 
agenda of issues for 2022. Now it’s time to move into action! Save the dates for these 
important next steps: 
 

1. Tuesday, March 15 at 7:00pm – Train the Trainer Session: Join us to learn how to 
educate others in your institution about MOC's agenda of issues. You'll also be provided 
with informative materials describing the issues agenda that can be shared with fellow 
members of your institution and neighborhood. Click on this link to register: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvfu6sqz0uGtYf03LT_7MAUhT4dtySf7Aq 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvfu6sqz0uGtYf03LT_7MAUhT4dtySf7Aq


 
2. Tuesday, April 26, 7–8:30pm –  

Accountability Session with candidates for local offices: Join 
us as we discuss our agenda of issues with candidates for local 
public office and ask them to commit to working with us to 
create a Marin where all can thrive. Stay tuned for an email 
update on which candidates for local public office will be in 
attendance. 

 
If you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom (pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 
916-479-3308).  
 

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC)  
 
The Marin Interfaith Council promotes racial justice and equity and invites 
all to do both inner and outer work that leads to healing individual and 
systemic racism.  
 

MIC facilitates a Racial Justice Group that meets every other Thursday of the month from 1:30-
2:45 pm. If you would like to be a part of this prayerful time and ongoing discussion, please 
email Lynn at office@marinifc.org.  
 
 

Join us for three live benefit performances— 
Friday, March 4th at 7:30 PM; Saturday and 
Sunday, March 5th and 6th at 2:00 PM—at First 
Presbyterian Church San Anselmo—72 
Kensington Rd, San Anselmo, CA 94960.  
Register now at www.streetchaplaincy.org as 
seating is limited for this special live event. 

 
 
Monthly Meditation: March 9, 2022—5:30 - 6:30 pm PST 
Every second Wednesday of the month, a leader from a different spiritual community will offer a 
meditation or spiritual practice and explain how it flows from the basic tenets of his/her faith 
tradition. Each gathering will include time for questions and insights that emerge from our 
shared time of intentional spiritual practice. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09 
   
Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in a 
check to the office if you are so moved.   
 
 
 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
mailto:office@marinifc.org
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015H2Hz7pfxEb9q2Mon4wU-yYb_Xczdowq3fX1sBhL1aHZSj2EjPLUHeYTSGeA4Hs27E1Rj_2KawpXyXSfo85PK49R3et0TxOi2zTU3ANU4b_RJI0k6eZvRux0Fwuj88Ylf12GWqBgbcZFeWiUjWgaTKQPumcGuv5LC49MVjgqnDWG-xk9Isekm66B3UtXcAY8Y2peeRbsM04_FfDdIwoGdd3r3_ry27ts9a1OSB1bOBQ2LPYbzlWpsCJ9gcW6PoKF5YEppJFPU_Hr4f3hfDo_Je4G5gxK_F9eD5-1CP0xysi3x-J_q0zTL41hh4bEHd3b1xZYvz6ptgrKEge7SSVZilYPu9_eLbHQax6GlehNpGfN7gl59N2WmXxiDqWc6Efo8f6f154IGJU=&c=rJYZL8CCzKcGX0QctDw8qQUOSpWM_ZHBNG8eDIKFTQG57hbF13zpDQ==&ch=yZNIMjomcYI3PhnuRzd4zh-44G5PlW1hgcAWi9iFILeNWa04tD-C7Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015H2Hz7pfxEb9q2Mon4wU-yYb_Xczdowq3fX1sBhL1aHZSj2EjPLUHWG_udkCxw4RyagzMEnSOymt403Oqc4MwyIkZNVkd1EcLQiO7OjOpzdH4OtnoSagd4MJ4jE8ykKg4Nb5QzW-oww3EET-bqki5JUF2xpHXgFyR5FRjSMs7mpcjSpV4YnrYFrtKJBQcuxHbFfYCK9GH6_csMcfHpGM95VGk8okW4Nk-8qabDg51exWRJgnbmPhyQss3hTOXUN9mfznX4HrV3iDFMAjWHQF-MXzcgxm872L3DCtcjyfkYQbjtmYZYKbLwO_QdOjKvk-QZ6ghrEyUx4=&c=rJYZL8CCzKcGX0QctDw8qQUOSpWM_ZHBNG8eDIKFTQG57hbF13zpDQ==&ch=yZNIMjomcYI3PhnuRzd4zh-44G5PlW1hgcAWi9iFILeNWa04tD-C7Q==


 WORSHIP in MARCH 
 

March 2: ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day 

of fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge 

that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-

giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey 

through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God 

through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we 

rejoice that "now is the day of salvation." Returning to our baptismal call, 

we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

 
March 6: FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time 

to return to the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God's grace, to 

believe with the heart and confess with the mouth the wonder of God's 

love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small 

pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus 

knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread 

and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain us. 

 
March 13: SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God's desire to protect and 

save us, our God persists. In holy baptism, God's people have been called 

and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will endure. Lent 

provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to seek God's face 

again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation in 

the face of the Blessed One who "comes in the name of the Lord." 

 
March 20: THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it 

out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God's invitation 

to attentiveness: "Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you 

may live." The landowner's ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener's 

readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of 

us. Thanks be to God! 

 
March 27: FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

The psalm sets the tone this day: "Happy are they whose 

transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!" Happy are 

those who have "become the righteousness of God" in the merits of 

Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has 

"rolled away . . . the disgrace" of former times. Happy is the father 

at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are 

forgiven for Jesus' sake. Rejoice! 
 



From the archives, photocopy of carbon copy…. 
 

NEW CONGREGATION FORMED 
 

At the Sunday afternoon meeting (Jan. 25) the Evangelical Lutheran Church formally organized 
into a congregation. The pastor, Rev. Geo. O. Loftness, led the meeting and was assisted by 
area superintendent Clarence Selberg, of San Bruno.  After listing the 57 charter members, the 
first order of business was to select a name.  Six names were considered but the one finally 
adopted by unanimous vote was MARIN LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
 
A constitution was adopted and the officers elected are as follows: 
President of the congregation, Pastor Geo.O.Loftness 
Secretary, Mrs. Hattie Clewitt 
Nominating committee; J.W.Michealson, Carl Nordstrand, J.Veness. 
Deacons: Mr. T.E.Thompson, Mr. J. Veness, Mr. J.M. Michealson 
Trustees: Mr. Earl Aronson, Mr. Calvin Fields, Mr Albert Christofferson 
Treasurer: Mr. T.E.Thompson 
Stewardship Secretary, Dennis Fields 
Organist, Sonya Loftness 
Choir Director, Carl Nordstrand 
Sunday School Supt. Mrs. Earl Aronson, Asst. S.S. Supt. Mrs. T.E.Thompson 
Auditing Committee, Mr. Michealson, Mr. Nordstrand 
 
It was unanimously decided to make a request for a parish worker to assist in surveying the 
field.  The next meeting of the congregation will be held March 7th for the purpose of adopting 
bylaws, considering possible sites for the future church and other matters of importance. 
 

January 17, 1950 
The following article was submitted to Western Lutheran and Lutheran Herald: 
 

MARIN LUTHERAN DEDICATED 
 

Inspired by a hillside chapel in Abo, Finland, the restrained but tasteful architecture of the 
recently dedicated Marin Lutheran Church in Corte Madera, California, brought to the annals of 
Lutheran church architecture several advanced and unprecedented features in American 
church building. 
 
Though the first unit of the church, made possible through the financing policy of the Home 
Mission and Church Extension Boards of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, is modest in 
proportion and scale, it has, by careful architectural designing, retained the lofty grandeur of 
far costlier edifices. 
 
Planners for the church proceeded on the premise that it costs the same to build a beautiful 
church as to build an unattractive church, and that this attainment is really a problem of design. 
The fact that this was to be only a first unit did not keep the planning committee from insisting 
on a churchly building. 

As we get ready 

to celebrate our 

75th anniversary, 

we look back to 

when the 

congregation 

was formed and 

the church 

building was 

dedicated. 



The congregation has been fortunate in acquiring an unusually beautiful hillside site, covered 
with stately pine, polar, oak, eucalyptus, madrona and manzanita trees. The church itself, a 
two-story frame structure, consists of a main floor with a bell tower entrance from the lower 
side of the hill, and the upper floor, with its nave and chancel, reaching out onto the shoulder 
of the hill, and onto a terrace and hillside Bible Garden. Above the chancel rises the copper-
covered spire of slender, graceful proportions. 
 
Most unusual departure from accepted church planning is the glass wall which faces the 
terrace, this wall consisting entirely of floor-to-ceiling windows. 
 
The full beauty of the terraced hillside garden is thus brought into the church and the natural 
setting becomes a part of the church atmosphere. The two doors on this side of the building 
open directly onto a flagstone terrace, which will later accommodate an outdoor chapel and an 
altar of native stone, and which will also take care of overflow crowds during summer services. 
In the other wall, clear, leaded window replace stained glass windows to permit glimpses of the 
pine and poplars rising on the lower side of the church. 
 
The striking treatment of the chancel brings further natural beauty to the interior of the church. 
Placement of three narrow chancel window high on the south wall of the chancel, serves to 
catch the morning sun during services, the rays falling across the chancel and cross, as in a 
natural wood. This effect is further heightened by a delicate tracery pattern created by an ivy 
vine growing up from the left of the altar across the rear chancel wall and giving further illusory 
beauty to the interior. The slender wooden cross on the rear chancel wall, stands out from the 
wall, and is suspended by three iron bolts, thus creating a shadow against the wall, and giving 
added depth and beauty to the chancel. 
 
On the altar proper stand six candles, glanced by two Eucharistic altar lights on either side. Two 
Maltese crosses, the eight points of which signify the Beatitudes, are carved in wood relief on 
the altar. 
 
Though one may not at first notice all the details which create the pleasing harmony in the 
interior of this small hillside church, the total impression is certainly one of charm and dignity. 
 
A continuity is kept throughout the furnishings so that they blend with the architecture, i.e., the 
ceiling is beamed with pine trusses, and supported by columns of pine; all the windows are 
trimmed in natural fir; the pews are built with ends and supports of laminated fir, and the seats 
and benches of clear fir.  All of these furnishings in pine and fir are finished alike, keeping their 
natural beauty and giving the pleasing effect of simplicity to the interior as a whole. 
 
A warmth of atmosphere is achieved by a marbleized asphalt tile flooring in shades of diffused 
red, and walls of plaster finished in very soft green. 
 
On the ground floor, which also has a beamed ceiling, and which leads out onto a pergola facing 
the approach to the church, will be found the main assembly or social rooms, three classrooms 
and a kitchen. 
 



A unique feature of the social room is a redwood table, the top of which consists of a four-inch 
crosscut from a native redwood log which was six feet in diameter. This redwood tabletop, 
estimated to be approximately 1000 years old, is now being polished, and is to be set up on a 
rustic base for use in the social room. 
 
The Bible Garden, which promises to be one of the most attractive features of the Marin 
Lutheran setting, will include flowers, trees, shrubs, vines, and herbs mentioned in the 
Scriptures. Each plant will be labelled by name and by Scripture reference. The California 
climate being somewhat similar to that of Palestine and Biblical lands, it is felt that almost all 
plants mentioned in the Scriptures will thrive here. 
 
Already found in the garden are the fig tree, palm tree, pomegranate, Rose of Sharon, acacia, 
oleander, grapevine, lily, cedar, laurel, willow and oak. 
 
The garden was begun during the ground-breaking exercises, when pots of consecrated earth 
were distributed among members and friends of the congregation for their choice plantings. 
 
The church was built in the course of eight months, ground having been broken on  
March 6, 1949, and the dedication taking place on November 13, 1949. The entire structure and 
furnishings were built largely by members, volunteer labor totaling more than 5300 hours. 
Men, women, and the young people of the church spent long evenings as well as daytime 
working hours to complete the building. 
 
Present for the dedication services was Dr. H.L. Foss of Seattle, President of the Pacific District 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, who delivered the dedicatory Sermon. 
 
Pastor of the congregation, The Rev. Geo. O. Loftness and six other Lutheran pastors of the 
northern California circuit, The Rev. A.C. Anderson, San Francisco, The Rev. W.O. Krrabel, San 
Francisco, The Rev. J.L. Hansen, Santa Rosa, The Rev. Theodore Gulhaugen, North Sacramento, 
The Rev. R.W. Lutness, Napa, and the Rev. C. Solberg of San Bruno, assisted. 
 
Miss Dorothy Throndson of the San Francisco Opera Company was the featured soloist for the 
services, accompanied by Mr. Lloyd C. Pietzch, who played for the services. An electronic organ 
was furnished for the occasion by the Lethurby Company of San Francisco. 
 
Serving in the planning of the church were Leif L. Nielsen, Oakland, architect, G. Arthur 
Questad, building supervisor for the Home Mission Board, and Rulder Lee, member of the 
congregation, who acted as building superintendent. 
 
The project is valued at $40,000. This sum includes the church extension fund loan from the 
Board of Home Missions for lot and construction work totaling $32,300.00, volunteer labor, and 
the value of the location itself. 
 
Dedication of Marin Lutheran brought to completion plans for financing five new churches in 
the Bay Area surrounding San Francisco, which had been set forth by the Home Mission and 
Church Extension Boards of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Marin Lutheran is situated in the 
residential county of Marin, just across the Golden Gate Bridge from San Francisco. 



MARCH 2022 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 March 2nd      March 6th
 March 13th

 March 20th
 March 27th

 

 READINGS 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Deuteronomy26:1-11 

Luke 4:1-13 

Psalm 27 

Luke 13:31-35 

Isaiah 55:1-9 

Luke 13:1-9 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

GREETER ASH WED – 7PM     

9:30AM 7p:  Erna Randig Blanche Sprague Cheri Houts Marie Jacobs 

      

USHER      

9:30AM 7p:  Carol Cunliffe Lorri Reinders Michael Houts Ron Jacobs 

      

ACOLYTE      

      

      

LECTOR      

9:30AM 7p: J. Kamphoefner Annmarie Hofling Jeff Reinders Kevin Dalager Rebecca Shunk 

      

ALM      

9:30AM 7p: B. McCormick Kathy Bayler Susan Boom Paul Davis Yvonne Weidmann 

      

COMM 

ASSIST 
     

9:30AM      

      

SOUND/VIDEO 7:00pm     

9:30AM 
John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

DanWatrous 

Bev Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

Dan Watrous 

Rod Seeger 

John Bischoff 

Bev Kamphoefner 

      

COUNTERS      

9:30AM Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Reinders Kamphoefner Reinders 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:30AM  Ann Marymor Reinders Sandy Seeger Rebecca Shunk 

      

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

Bread Baker Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger Sandy Seeger 

      

FLOWERS  Erna Randig The Bayler Family  Bedilions 

 
 


