God’s divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge
of the One who called us through God’s glory and goodness. —2 Peter 1:3
The New Testament book of “…Second Peter…is a farewell address that assures the Christian
community of God’s power and promises. Soon they would no longer have their guiding patriarch,
but in God, they would find everything they would ever need. They had not been left to their own
resources. In fact, they had absorbed lessons from church leaders and were already faithful
discerners of the Spirit’s leading. They had inner wisdom but just did not realize it.
When it comes to spirituality, we don’t often realize that what we have in God is enough. Surely
American consumerism contributes to this feeling. Contemporary visions of spiritual thriving tend
to be a little too romantic or heroic, leading us to believe that our human efforts determine God’s
action in our souls. But we are the receivers in the divine-human encounter. Grace pours into our
feeble hands—whether open or closed. In God, we have all we need.” (A Surprising God: Advent
Devotions for an Uncertain Time. Thomas G. Long and Donyelle C. McCray)
This week I started thinking about New Years and my yearly ritual of reviewing the past year and
setting some goals or resolutions for the coming year—both personally and professionally. As I
thought about some things I want to accomplish I was reminded of the quote above. It’s from a
book I discovered half way through this past season of Advent. I loved the timeliness of the wisdom
and the engaging stories.
The words from 2 Peter and the reflection reminded me that in all my planning, goal-setting and
resolution making, I have all I need. Spiritually, God is enough, and God has given us all the tools
we need. This holds true for us individually and for us as a community of faith. May God continue
to bless all of us as we move into this new year. Amen

Pastor Tom

WORSHIP in January
January 2, SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Within the gospel reading's profound words lies the simple message that God is
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word
existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas
is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the
gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the
wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God's grace and truth.

January 9, EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
The feast of Epiphany ("manifestation") concludes the Christmas
season with a celebration of God's glory revealed in the person
of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed
for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided
the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in
the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of
God's love to all people.

January 16, BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Today's festival rejoices in God's blessings. We recall and celebrate our
adoption as God's children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised
company of almighty God when we "pass through the waters . . . the rivers .
. . fire." On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we
receive the gift of God's Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

January 23, THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
God's glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at
attention. People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity
of the church is another reflection of God's glory. Most gloriously, the
promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round.
Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.

January 30, FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses our
lips to declare that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God uses our
love to demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of
Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God's glory where and when
God chooses. Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed.

Social Action
One of the missions assigned to the Social Action Committee by MLC is to make
charitable donations from our operating budget on behalf of our church. Careful
thought and consideration is given to every donation to local, national and
international needs. Committee members research the various nonprofits and other
causes/requests to assess for need, percentage going to direct support rather than
administrative cost, urgency and scope of the need, etc. Then the committee discusses
each request and prioritizes the needs and the size of the benevolence. This year, on
behalf of MLC, we have made donations to the following (often these gifts were
increased by matching funds):














Firefighter support for the California Fires
LIRS-Lutheran Immigration Relief Service
SF Night Ministry
Mt. Cross
Vivalon-(Whistlestop Senior Services)
SF/Marin Food Bank
Homeward Bound Homeless Services
Trader Joe cards for PLTS students with food/supply insecurities
Safeway Gift Cards for students/families at the Marin Community School
Ritter Center-Backpack and Angel Tree drives
Good Gifts-Lutheran World Relief (cook stoves, water purifiers, chickens)
Lutheran Disaster Relief (multiple benevolences to help fire victims, tornado
victims hurricane victims, Haiti disaster relief)
Casa Buena Home Key Project-new housing for homeless families

Thanks to everyone participating in our Angel Tree request drive. This year, due to
Covid precautions, the gifts involved online giving only and then the Christmas giving
to the various needy families was handled by the Ritter Center. Hopefully, next year we
will have Covid behind us and can get back to specific requested gifts for individual
children and adults which is always a lot more inspiring and fun.
For 4-weeks in January/February we will be collecting supplies for the students at
PLTS. From 1/16 through 2/13 please bring personal care items – shampoo, toothpaste,
tampons, soap, etc. – household items – paper towels, Kleenex, laundry detergent, etc.
Non-perishable food items are also appreciated. Collection bin will be in the narthex as
well as a bin right outside the front door.
Don't forget to pick up a meal bag to store in your car for easy dispersal to those
requesting food support.

Sandy Seeger

With Gratitude
Dearest friends at Marin Lutheran Church,
I want to thank you for
being such a generous,
supportive and loving
family for me. The
Christmas gift you
gave me is so very
much appreciated.
This has been a very hard year, full of fear
and confusion. I have been missing my
family, my friends, and have been starving
for profound human relationships and
creative interactions. Being with you
through the thread of weeks and months has
made a huge difference in my life. I have felt
the warmth, the affection and the sincerity
from all of you, and on many occasions I
realized that walking through the doors of
Marin Lutheran Church has been for me like
finding my new village: a solid community,
strong and reliable like the one that I left
behind when I moved here from Italy.
Making music for you is not just my job; it’s
a constant breath of fresh air! Every Sunday
I look forward to meeting again, I feel
reassured and comforted by the wrapping
embrace that you all constantly and
profusely surround me with, even through
a cold Zoom screen.
I look forward to spending more time
together and making a lot of music with you
and for you. Music is my life, my energy and
my love: when I share it, I’m sharing my
whole heart, and I couldn’t think of a better
community to share my heart with.
Happy New Year to you all, I hope it’s a
better one for everybody!
With gratitude,

Laura

My heartfelt thank you to the congregation of Marin
Lutheran for the most wonderful and enjoyable year
of music making with you and my sincere
appreciation for the generous bonus gift at Christmas!
I could not be happier to work in a more fulfilling,
supportive, and caring environment. Every time I
come to a choir rehearsal or service warm-up, I think
of what a blessing it is to direct the music ministries
here. I see such special bonds and friendships that
have been formed in choir, and when the singing
starts, there is nothing more joyful and spiritual. I am
so proud of the virtual work we have done. Through
the amazing efforts of our musicians and
congregation I was able to produce over 200 recorded
hymns for us, with many additional and very special
video anthems. I want to give special thanks to John
Bischoff for all of his amazing and tireless work
toward the transition from recorded to live sound
production and never giving up at the numerous
tangles we encounter. I also want to thank Laura
Magnani, Robert Allen, Dawn and Patricia, and the
choir who help make our music so wonderful. I want
to thank Bev and Jim Kamphoefner for bringing so
much to the music and music production here. And to
Pastor Tom, for his never ending support and
encouragement. I am grateful to have the honor of
carrying on such wonderful music making here, and
look forward to continuing that journey with passion,
inspiration, and positivity, no matter what obstacles
stand in our way, for years to come.
“To achieve great things,
two things are needed:
a plan and not quite
enough time."
“Music can name the
unnameable and
communicate the
unknowable.”
-Leonard Bernstein
With gratitude,

Andrei

Thank you so Much!
Each and every year I am so grateful for the generous Christmas gift from the
people of Marin Lutheran Church. And this year is no different—although it
certainly has felt different and challenging—with the anxieties and uncertainties of
COVID. So, this Christmas I feel especially grateful for the generosity and the community of Marin
Lutheran! Thank you so much! While I know that God will continue to bless us, I still pray: May
God continue to be with all of us in our ministry of sharing God’s love and grace with all people.
Peace, Pastor

Tom

Year-end Financial Snapshot
The 2021 books are not closed with some recording and tallying
yet to be done. However, we have a snapshot that we can share
of how the year ended.
 Giving from members and friends: As we reported at the end of October, we had a
$22,000 giving shortfall as compared to our ministry plan. Donations in November
lowered that shortfall to only $1,200 at the end of November. Your generosity in
December ensured that we met our giving goal but also exceeded it by a good amount.
Thank you!
 December gifts include, regular giving, giving above and beyond by many of you, yearend gifts, additional festival (Christmas) giving as we were able to hold two in-person
services and an IRA beneficiary gift.
 Surpassing our giving plan will help our overall budget. Because of the pandemic’s
extended length, the majority of our 12-step groups have not returned to in-person
meetings. Some of them continue to make [lower] payments to the church, others
cannot, and other groups have decided not to return to in-person meetings. We are
fortunate to have received approximately ¾ of our budgeted income from these groups.
Having received additional donations helps to cushion this shortfall.
 Although it is difficult to determine, the sense is that overall our expenses will be under
budget. The necessary purchase of air purifiers and computers may bring our expense
column fairly close to the ministry plan. We will wait to see once the books are closed.
In a year that was again very challenging in terms of dealing with the effects of the pandemic,
but in which we were able to begin in-person worship again, our financial picture for the year is
very positive.
It is with an ever grateful heart (but without surprise), that I express my gratitude to ALL the
members and friends of Marin Lutheran for your continued support of our ministry. As we
plan our celebrations for our 75th anniversary, it is with your support, that we can confidently
look ahead to many more years of ministry here.
Thank you,

Jim Kamphoefner

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
We continue the class begun last month—Oh God, What Now?—Christianity 20 Years after
9/11–with Tripp Fuller, Brian McLaren & Diana Butler Bass. This was a six-session online class
that I attended last September and October. We however, will explore this topic over the
course of about 10 to 12 sessions. Each week we’ll view part of the presentation and discuss.
For more information, you can check out the website:
https://homebrewedchristianity.lpages.co/911class/ to begin viewing the videos you can go to:
https://trippfuller.com/2021/07/25/resource-page-oh-god-what-now/ (the password to access
the site is: GREENBEAN)
These sessions will be held in person in the Parish Hall, and on Zoom (4159243782) from 10:45
am to 11:45 am on the dates listed below.

Sunday
nd

January 2
January 9th

January 16th
January 23rd
January 30th
February 6th
February 13th
February 20th
February 27th
March 6th

Title
NO CLASS
NO CLASS
Oh God, What Now? (OGWN):
The Rise of Authoritarianism—part 1
OGWN?: The Rise of Authoritarianism—part 2
NO CLASS
OGWN?: Repentance & Resistance—part 1
OGWN?: Repentance & Resistance—part 2
OGWN?: Theology & Spirituality in Times of
Rupture—part 1
NO CLASS
OGWN?: Theology & Spirituality in Times of
Rupture—part 2

Notes
Pastor Tom
Pastor Tom
Pastor Tom
Pastor Tom
Pastor Tom

Pastor Tom

High School Youth Activities
SAVE THE DATES for the: ELCA YOUTH GATHERING--July 24-28, 2021
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders
from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for
a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering.
Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study,
service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are
challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.
All those currently in 8th through 12th grade are welcome to attend. You’re encouraged to bring
friends too!
We had our initial meeting last month. If there is anyone interested in attending, or has any
questions, please reach out to me—Pastor Tom, for more information!

Confirmation Ministry
Our Confirmation Ministry begins the Winter-Spring series of classes on Sunday,
January 9th. During this session we’ll finish up our review of the New Testament
with a look at the book of Revelation. On Sunday, January 23rd we’ll meet again
and begin a new series of topics on “Living Lutheran.” Each class begins at 5 pm and ends at
6:15 pm. There are six students: Robert, Sammi, Elise, Abby, Lucie, and Anita.

Marin Lutheran Church Women
Bible Study
January 6th 10:00am on Zoom (Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/4159243782)

We had hoped to start the new year by meeting in-person, but because
the Omicron variant spreads more readily, we will hold this study on
Zoom. As soon as we are able, we will begin in-person meetings.
Also for study purposes, as soon as Gather magazine is available Barbara
will make assignments for participants.
This January join Gather for a brand new four-part Bible study by New Testament scholar
Mark Allan Powell. “The Kingdom of God” will look at this widely-used biblical image and
invite us into a discussion of what the reign God means for Lutherans and other believers
today:
1. Beautiful feet: Announcing the reign of God.
2. Mysteries of the kingdom Parables, banquets and children.
3. Eternal life in the Gospel of John.
4. Looking to the future: Life forever with God.
Please join us as we gather.
Serve and Share:
January 20th 10am (either meet in conference room or narthex) depending on availability.
Jane McKenzie

JANUARY Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays
1
3
5
6

Daniel Houts
Eun-Shil Kim
Eric Bergman
Maggie Harrington
Keiren Hutt

Anniversaries
8
16
20
27

Marie Conrad
Tricia Freidman
Lorraine Loo
Michael Clark
Cathie Schinski

11

Rich & Carolyn Myhre

Notebook

Happy New Year!

Flower Chart
The 2022 flower chart
will be posted on Jan
9th. Please check it to see
if there are any Sundays that
you can provide the flowers for the
church, and SIGN UP! If anyone would
like to bring them on 1/9 when we are
celebrating Epiphany, please call/email
the office to let us know.

Ringing in the New Year (early)

Offering Envelopes

If anyone happened by Big Rock Deli,
on Lucas Valley Road on New Year’s
Eve (after 4:30pm), you would have
stumbled upon Robert Allen playing
keyboard with the group, Good Karma
Jazz. It was a
chilly evening, but
grabbing a bite to
eat, sitting by the
heaters and
enjoying some
good jazz music –
a great way to
usher in the new
year for those who
can’t stay up late.

The 2022 offering envelopes are in the
narthex to be picked up. If you
primarily use online giving options,
there may not be an envelope set for
you, but if you would like envelopes,
please let us know.

Flowers
For any who supplied poinsettias for
the sanctuary at Christmas, please come
by church and pick up your plants to
enjoy at home. The sanctuary was
beautiful and we thank Lorraine Loo for
purchasing, transporting and arranging
the plants (with helpers).

Disaster Response
As you are able, we ask that you give to
Lutheran Disaster Response. The recent
tornadoes in the southeast, fires in
Colorado and Philippines typhoon are
immediate causes that need funding to
help the victims of these disasters.
However, work is ongoing in
communities still recovering from
summer fires, and storms, so ALL gifts
are needed and put to good use to help
communities recover from these
disasters.

Stewardship
Hello 2022!
Here we are at the start of another year. We
have a fresh start, a clean slate.
January 9th is Epiphany Sunday. The Wikipedia
definition of an Epiphany is “…an experience
of a sudden and striking realization. Generally the term is used to describe a scientific
breakthrough or a religious or philosophical discovery, but it can apply in any situation in which
an enlightening realization allows a problem or situation to be understood from a new and
deeper perspective.” I’m hoping for one of those when we get around to coming up with one
of those catchy themes for Stewardship focus for 2022!
For the church year (again according to Wikipedia), “In Western Christianity, the feast
commemorates principally (but not solely) the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child, and thus
Jesus Christ's physical manifestation to the Gentiles. It is sometimes called Three Kings' Day,
and in some traditions celebrated as Little Christmas. Moreover, the feast of the Epiphany, in
some denominations, also initiates the liturgical season of Epiphanytide.” – Epiphany season in
the Lutheran tradition.
Also, according to Wikipedia, “Popular Epiphany customs include Epiphany singing, chalking the
door, having one's house blessed, consuming Three Kings Cake, winter swimming, as well as
attending church services.” I could get into the cake eating, worship and house blessing, but I
will take a pass on the winter swimming! It is also customary in some households to remove
the Christmas decorations on Epiphany Eve – AKA twelfth night. In our family, we do that, but
more in the vicinity of Epiphany Eve, not precisely then.
One thing already being discussed is tying in the 2022 Stewardship program with the start of
the Marin Lutheran Church 75th anniversary program beginning in the fall. I also hope to revisit
the idea of the “fun raiser” mini golf and golf outing to benefit some good cause, but we’ll see
how events are going in the Spring after another period of Covid issues.
Next month, I hope to announce the start of a Stewardship “project” to raise money for a
community well or water source through the ELCA Good Gifts program. The last I checked, it is
a $2,500 item. Since Newsletter articles are due the 20th of the month and today as I write is
the 20th, I’ll have more details next month. The idea is to capture a little bit of funds in multiple
ways until we hit the $2500 cost – no pressure. Given our recent rains and our own drought
situation, It seems fitting to provide a source of clean water to a community somewhere.
If you’d like to participate on the Stewardship ministry team, contact me! We can always use a
little more energy and creativity and helping hands.
Happy 2022 to all.

John Bischoff

Congregational Elections Meeting Highlights
December 5th: Meeting held in-person and on Zoom.
The following slate of candidates from the Nominating Committee
was approved unanimously:
 Ann Marymor – President
 John Lacy – Vice-president
 Jeff Reinders – Stewardship Secretary
 Faith Mooney & Ron Radtke – Council members at large
 Jim Kamphoefner – Finance Committee
 Bev Kamphoefner – Property Committee
 Mary Creigh Houts – Social Action Team
 Barbara Bischoff – Outreach Team (1-year term)
 Education remains open
Thanks expressed to the Nomination Committee for their work: Yvonne Weidmann, Roberta
Miller and Barbara Bischoff.
Jim Kamphoefner, Finance chair gave short finance update:
 $22,000 giving deficit at the end of October was almost all erased with an excellent
month of giving in November. Giving shortfall cut to $1,200.
 Expenses are trending slightly below budget.
 $37,000 in giving is needed in December to meet our giving ministry plan.
Denise Halloran, Secretary

Council Highlights, December 13th




Discussion on Covid Risk Mitigation Policy
Approved purchase of 3 computers - sanctuary, office and Pastor Tom. Expense split between
Finance and Property Budget.
Approved expense of 3 air purifiers for the sanctuary from the Property Fund.
Respectfully submitted,
Ann Marymor, Council President

Annual Congregational Meeting
2022 Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on
Sunday, February 6th at 10:30am. In-person meeting with
brunch had been planned, but with the continual evolving
pandemic, we will confirm or update the meeting particulars.
2021 Annual Reports are due in the church office on
Monday, January 17th.

Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries, January 2022
Shepherd of the Hills is worshipping each Sunday.
o On the first Sunday of January – the 2nd, the people of Shepherd of the Hills
worship at 9:30 am with the folks of Marin Lutheran Church.
o On Sunday, 1/9 at 11 am, a Pastor “To-Be-Announced” will lead worship.
o On Sunday, 1/16 & 23 at 11 am, The Rev. Dr. Diane Bowers will lead worship.
o On Sunday, 1/30 at 11 am, Pastor Tom will lead worship.
Each Sunday Richard Stevens plays the organ and/or piano.
Marin Lutheran continues Sunday morning worship at 9:30am in-person and live online
using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782. This is an inclusive service that is
both in-person and on zoom at the same time. We continue to offer worship videos of our
Sunday service on the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel.

Supper & Study—Food & Faith
We are planning on beginning another series towards the end of this month to meet at
Shepherd of the Hills. Stay tuned for more information later in the month.

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC)
The Marin Interfaith Council promotes racial justice and equity and
invites all to do both inner and outer work that leads to healing
individual and systemic racism.
MIC facilitates a Racial Justice Group that meets every other Thursday of the month from 1:302:45 pm. If you would like to be a part of this prayerful time and ongoing discussion, please
email Lynn at office@marinifc.org.
Monthly Meditation: January 12th, 2021—5:30 - 6:30 pm PST
 Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT
09
 Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in
a check to the office if you are so moved.
Every second Wednesday of the month, a leader from a different spiritual community will offer a
meditation or spiritual practice and explain how it flows from the basic tenets of his/her faith
tradition. Each gathering will include time for questions and insights that emerge from our
shared time of intentional spiritual practice.

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):
Our support of MOC is an investment in our local democracy. As we partner with Marin
Organizing Committee, we are investing in the involvement of regular citizens in the ongoing
public discourse about the needs of our community. We are promoting leadership development
in our organizations. We are funding proactive work on the issues that matter to all of us:
housing, immigration, mental healthcare, aging and disability, and more. We are striving to
improve our communities and make Marin County the kind of place we can all be proud to be
part of.
In the past year alone, MOC:
o Won year-long freezes on rent increases in the lowest income neighborhoods of San
Rafael, Novato, and unincorporated Marin, and a city-wide freeze in San Anselmo.
o Successfully worked with the County to allocate $310,000 to Legal Aid of Marin to fund
desperately needed legal services for low-income tenants and landlords in Marin.
o Worked with our sister IAF organizations across the state to extend the statewide
eviction moratorium to September 30, allowing more time for families to apply for
rental assistance funds and stay in their homes.
o Organized more than 50 research actions to discern how we can act together to expand
affordable housing, increase renter protections, support those who are aging and those
with disabilities, and improve mental healthcare for youth in our community.
o Held house meetings with more than 200 leaders, listening and sharing about how the
pandemic has changed our lives, beginning a series of conversations that will continue
over the next few months as we discern how we can work together to transform our
community for the common good as we emerge from the immediate crisis.
o And in just a few days in October, we mobilized over 250 people to write letters, speak
during public comment, and sign a petition in support of Project Homekey 2.0 in
Larkspur — resulting in the Marin Board of Supervisors’ unanimous vote to move
forward to create 43 new units of permanent supportive housing.
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of
churches, synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin
County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power organization
through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions.
If you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom (pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at
916-479-3308).

Pastor Tom

