“I am the Alpha and the Omega, who was who is, who is to come.”
The seasons of Advent and Christmas are a threshold, a gateway, a bridge. When we step into
this sacred time, we step into a blurring of future, present, and past. The last Sunday of the
church year we sometimes hear the words from Revelation: “I am the Alpha and the
Omega…who is and who was and who is to come.” At the end of the Christmas season, we’ll
hear the opening sentences of John’s gospel: “In the beginning was the Word.” Future becomes
past. Zechariah sings, “God . . . has looked favorably on God’s people and redeemed them”
(Luke 1:68), and Mary intones, “[God] has filled the hungry with good things” (Luke 1:53). Christ
the divine moves toward Christ the human. Future enters past and becomes present. So, we
experience Advent’s coming: here and now.
This Advent and Christmas Seasons take part in the worship of our community as we look
forward and celebrate the One who is, who was, and who is to come!
(All Sundays are in-person and on Zoom—ID: 4159243782)
12/2, 9, 16 & 23: Holden Evening Prayer—7 pm (Zoom ONLY—ID: 4159243782)
12/5: Second Sunday in Advent Worship—9:30 am
12/12: Third Sunday in Advent Worship—9:30 am
12/19: Fourth Sunday in Advent Worship—9:30 am
12/19: German Language Christmas Worship—3 pm
12/24: Christmas Eve Worship—4 p.m. Family Celebration / 6 p.m. Lessons & Carols
/ 10:30 p.m. Christmas Celebration (All Services include Candle-Lighting; 4 pm &
10:30 pm are in-person only; 6 pm is in-person and on Zoom—ID: 4159243782)
12/26: First Sunday of Christmas—9:30 am
1/2: Second Sunday of Christmas—9:30 am
See you in Worship,

Pastor Tom

Social Action News
FOOD BANK DRIVE WRAP-UP
Our faithful congregation members
and friends brought generous quantities of
food and pantry necessities to our Narthex
this fall, culminating in a procession to our
altar of gifts to share on Stewardship
Sunday. Many thanks to Pastor Rod and
Sandy Seeger for delivering all (461 pounds)
our donations to the San Francisco/Marin
Food Bank warehouse on Kerner Blvd in San
Rafael, where they are being distributed
locally to our neighbors in need during this
holiday season.

Seeger’s van FILLED with your donations.
We will begin gathering
nonperishable items again in January for
the student pantry at Pacific Lutheran
Theological Center in Berkeley.

“HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS” UPDATE
For the first time this year, our
congregation participated in Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Services’ outreach
campaign to provide holiday greeting cards
to families and individuals currently held in
immigration detention centers.
The initial goal was for Marin
Lutheran to provide one hundred fifty
cards, but an enthusiastic response from
our members produced TWO HUNDRED
FIFTY lovely individual greetings!

They included warm supportive
messages of hope and faith. Our cards have
been sent on to our “Partner Hub” at
Ascension Lutheran Church in Thousand
Oaks; they will be delivered to chaplains at
the detention centers, who will distribute
the greetings during December.
The following excerpted prayer,
written by ELCA Pastor Jared Carson, is
shared by LIRS “Hope for the Holidays”
staff:
“O God of the sojourner, you said to
Abraham, “Go to the land that I will show
you. You brought him and his family to the
land of Canaan. You came to Abraham as a
weary wanderer and he displayed the
hospitality you desire to be shown to the
stranger… In the scriptures you command
the people of Israel to care for the foreigners
in their midst, for they were once foreigners
in a foreign land also.
“Many of us are descendants of those who
were once foreigners in this land too. Cause
us to see those who now come to this land
with the eyes of faith… Make us ready to
receive them as Abraham welcomed the
stranger to his tent. Help us to care for those
who are weary from their own wilderness of
grief, trauma, and loss. May they sense
Your love, mercy, and grace by our
hospitality. And may we all recognize Your
abundance of Milk and Honey in this land
that we share. We pray all this through
Christ our Lord. Amen”

RITTER CENTER
ANGEL TREE ADAPTATIONS
Each Christmas our members
have shared God’s love
through providing special
gifts, working with Ritter
Center in San Rafael to

ensure that toys, clothing items, and
household necessities are delivered to
those struggling families who specifically
requested them. This year Ritter Center is
asking that financial donations be made
directly to its website, for distribution to
families who will be empowered make their
own holiday purchases.
The goal is for Ritter Center to
provide a $50 gift card to every family on its
list. Our Angel Tree is in the Narthex as
always; this year the “gift tags” contain
Ritter Center’s web address and simple
instructions for making your donation. As
always, your generosity is deeply
appreciated!

SPECIAL THANKS!
During the past four years our
Social Action Team has been
shepherded by the wonderful Jim
Bedilion. His dedication and can-do
spirit have inspired us all to do our
best to meet the challenges that
came our way. We are indebted to him for
his hands-on leadership, and we thank him
for his exemplary service!

Mary Creigh Houts
Social Action Team

Marin Lutheran Church Women
Bible Study
Thursday, December 2nd at 10am on Zoom
Study: WOMEN OF ADVENT
We draw strength from our spiritual
grandmothers. Advent can be a time for a
wonderful mix of emotions: Joy, delight
and anticipation. Sometimes, however, as
we prepare to celebrate the miracle of
Jesus’ birth we may find ourselves
consumed with many details or sorrows.
We meet on Zoom for Bible Study and to
finalize annual disbursements to those we
want to provide for this Holiday season.
Serve & Share
Thursday, December 9th at 10:00am
(Please note the date change in place of
Dec. 16th.) We’ll finish up our mailings for
the year, mailing cards to usual friends
and all who cannot be with us. Of course,
there will be time to socialize and tie
quilts. We also will finalize next years’
activities.

Jane McKenzie

Christmas Greenery & Poinsettias
For those that ordered greenery, it is due to arrive the first week in
December. We will let you know when it arrives at the church. Extra
items are available if you are interested – 22’ mixed wreaths and centerpieces.
The sign-up sheet for poinsettias is posted on the board in the narthex.
If you would like to help provide the poinsettias for the sanctuary at
Christmas please sign the sheet and let us know how many plants you’d
like. Each plant is $10. You can also designate a dedication that you
would like to place in the bulletin for the plants.

In case you missed it, or just need to feed your soul, watch our weekly worship service created
and posted on YouTube. Stewardship Sunday was a wonderful gathering of members and
friends. The church was full and safely distanced and masked, both inside and out. The altar was
beautifully decorated with a bounty of colorful vegetables, the choir was joyful and what a treat
to hear Andrei ring the bells again!
The 2021 Stewardship campaign of “Return Reconnect Renew” is just what we needed to
transition from "safer in place" to the world of vaccinations and masks. Thanks to the
Stewardship team of John Bischoff and Susan Morrow and the Fellowship Team of Carol
Zlatunich and Anke Pahmeyer for making the day happen. The quiches served were prepared by
Homeward Bound Catering in Novato whose services we support through our giving. John is a
weekly volunteer in the culinary academy and sees first hand all those that come through the line
to support it.
Pastor, the nominating committee and council have been discussing the structure of our ministry
teams. We’ve reviewed our history and are looking forward to our future. We’ve gone from one
Pastor to two Pastors and back to one. From one organist and a choir director to one music
director and back to one organist/pianist and music director. Our goal is to revisit our pool of
volunteers and team structure by June 2022 when the next nominating committee is tasked with
filling vacancies.
As Pastor reminded us in the homily, the ministry teams of music, stewardship, fellowship,
outreach and social action all came together on this one Sunday morning. We are blessed to also
have so many members like Ron Jacobs, our first responder, who after receiving a call from Bev,
came to the church on a Saturday to look at the furnace in the community room. It was a simple
adjustment and when asked how he diagnosed it - he simply replied “30 years in the Coast
Guard.”
As we start the new church year and look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus, we are
thankful for all of you in our church family.
Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and a Healthy New Year Ann Marymor
Council President

DECEMBER Celebrations
Birthdays
7
Isaiah Clark-Hexter
8
Adelaide Shunk
Lindsey Theobald
11 Susan Schmidt
13
Jim Bedilion
13
Monica Bergman

15
19
21
27
30
31

Hannah Kim
Michele Peck
Anna Bischoff
Mette Wong
Vivienne Chan
Rick Cunliffe

Worship & Music
The Worship and Music team has been working with the choir to ensure we have a safe and
meaningful gathering each Sunday. We are researching the latest guidelines on when it is safe to
add singing for the congregation. We hope we will be able to sing together soon, but not until it
is safe to do so.
The choir is working on Christmas music, and Andrei has been
working hard to make this Christmas season a wonderful experience.
A special thank you to the Davis family for the use of memorial gifts
designated for “music” and received in memory of Marilyn and Roy,
to hire extra musicians for the Christmas services. Marilyn and Roy
I’m sure would be pleased to show their love of music used in this
way. The services will be filled with the music of strings, trumpet
and percussion.

Carol Cunliffe
November Council Highlights





Discussed 2022 Ministry
Plan – will continue to
review as year-end giving is
realized
Reviewed Nominating
Committee Candidate list
Reviewed COVID protocols
to remain updated on all
guidelines

Denise Halloran, Secretary

Congregational Election Meeting
 Sunday, Dec 5th following worship
 Vote to approve Nominating Committee
candidates: Pres – Ann Marymor; VP –
John Lacy; Stew Sec – Jeff Reinders;
Council Members at Large: Faith
Mooney & Ron Radtke; Finance – Jim
Kamphoefner; Outreach – Barbara
Bischoff; Property – Bev Kamphoefner;
Social Action – Mary Creigh Houts
 Brief update from finance chair

Financial Giving Snapshot
 Giving deficit at the end of October was $22,000.
 November was a very good month for giving. We received
approximately $47,870 in giving income. This comprised
regular giving, special year-end gifts & giving to meet commitments.
 Giving deficit going into December has been cut to less than $2,000. To meet
our 2021 Ministry Plan, December giving needs to be $37,000. ($35K for regular
Dec offerings/ $5K for Christmas / $2,000 for deficit). This is still a challenge,
but very achievable if we all pitch in.
 Heartfelt GRATITUDE for each of you and your generous spirits!

Jim Kamphoefner

STEWARDSHIP
As I write this, Thanksgiving is next Thursday, there are
Christmas lights starting to show up, the news is all about how
the supply chain is going to make shopping a problem and the
Hallmark Channel is showing non-stop Christmas stories.
I suppose that one could think of Christmas as having a good deal to
do with stewardship of our families which is a year-round focus just like
stewardship at MLC. We want holiday meals to be perfect and traditional,
everyone to get the perfect present, and everyone to be together. Tradition is important. When I
was very young, my mom and dad used to have no Christmas decorations in the house until
miraculously on Christmas Eve night, the house became decorated, the tree went up on a 4’ x 8’
“snow” covered train town with lights in all the houses! Later I understood why we went driving
around after Christmas Eve church “looking at Christmas lights”. That was so we were asleep
when we arrived home and they started working. This is also why they seemed exhausted by midafternoon on Christmas day.
Family members are sad with each other, happy with each other and hopeful for health, safety, and
prosperity for each other. We all do our best. Throw in a little worry (no, a lot) and you have a
parent! It’s the same with our MLC family.
If we think about our fellow members and friends at MLC as family, good things happen such as
the 2020 and 2021 zoom church and eventual RETURN to the property. RECONNECTING
has been wonderful as covid restrictions begin to ease, vaccinations and booster shots are available
and “normal” life tries to resume. Seeing all the photos of saints we lost in the past on All Saints
Sunday reminded me of MLC family members who we will not have the pleasure of socializing
with again on earth, but we will always have our memories of them.
By now you all would have made commitments of treasure. There will be other opportunities
after the first of the year and throughout 2022. Please look for those always present opportunities
to contribute time and talent also. A few hands working together is always better than one alone.
And for those trying to accomplish something, don’t hesitate to ASK for help (one of the hardest
things to do for me). You’d be surprised at the response.
Commitment Sunday ended our 2021 events with the appreciation brunch. By my count, we had
36 people inside the church, 16 outside, and 14 people on Zoom for an impressive total of 66
people! We checked with 18 of the regular Zoom attendees during the week to see if they wanted
a box brunch delivered and we also contacted the rest of the Sunday zoom participants (3) on
Sunday. Although only 4 people asked for delivery, making the calls prompted a few people to
decide to come in person which was good! At least one person said walking the commitment card
up to the basket was very important to them which makes all this even more worth the effort! We
have received 35 commitment cards so far from in-person, the mail and online. If you have not
yet turned in your commitment card, please do so at any time. Like with so many things the past
almost 2 years, accommodating everyone regardless of how they attend worship added a layer or
two of complexity, but it was very satisfying to try, and folks appreciated the call. I was a bit
worried about finding a delivery person to go to Kentucky for Bill H, but he said it was not
necessary….

The new year will bring a new Stewardship theme (drawing a blank so far) and new activities,
hopefully without so many extra layers of complexity, but rest assured, wherever you are coming
from, MLC will be there for you, and we know from the past that you will be there for MLC.
Have a blessed Christmas Season with your families and your MLC family too! Farewell 2021.

John Bischoff
Advent & Christmas Calendar of Events in December
Thursday, December 2nd, 7:00pm:
Advent Evening Service on ZOOM – Holden Evening Prayer
Sunday, December 5th, 9:30am:
The Second Sunday of Advent: We hear the story of John the Baptist calling us
to prepare the way for the coming of Jesus.
Sunday, December 5th, following the service: Congregation Elections Meeting
Thursday, December 9th, 7:00pm:
Advent Evening Service on ZOOM – Holden Evening Prayer
Saturday, December 11th, 9:00am – 12noon: Christmas Decorating
Sunday, December 12th
The Third Sunday of Advent: John the Baptist teaches that preparation for Jesus’
coming involves bearing fruits of merciful justice and radical generosity.
Thursday, December 16th, 7:00pm:
Advent Evening Service on ZOOM – Holden Evening Prayer
Sunday, December 19th, 9:30am:
The Fourth Sunday of Advent: We hear the story of Mary and Joseph.
Sunday, December 19th, 3:00pm: German Language Christmas Service
Thursday, December 23rd, 7:00pm:
Advent Evening Service on ZOOM – Holden Evening Prayer
Friday, December 24th: Christmas Eve:
4:00 p.m.: A Family-friendly Christmas Service
6:00 p.m.: A Candle-lit Service of the Lessons and Carols of Christmas
10:30 p.m.: Traditional Candlelight Christmas Celebration
Sunday, December 26th, at 9:30am:
The First Sunday of Christmas: We gather around word and meal
We celebrate the baptism of Donovan Peck!

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
In mid-December we will begin another series—Oh God, What

Now?—Christianity 20 Years after 9/11–with Tripp Fuller, Brian
McLaren & Diana Butler Bass. This was a six-session online
class that I attended in September and October. We, however,
will explore this topic over the course of about 10 to 12 sessions.
Each week we’ll view part of the presentation and discuss. For
more information, you can check out the website:
https://homebrewedchristianity.lpages.co/911class/ to begin viewing the videos you can go to:
https://trippfuller.com/2021/07/25/resource-page-oh-god-what-now/ (the password to access the site
is: GREENBEAN)

These sessions will be held in person in the Parish Hall, and on Zoom (4159243782) from 10:45
am to 11:45 am on the dates listed below.

Sunday

Title

December 5th
December 12th
December 19th

Notes
NO CLASS

Oh God, What Now?
Twenty Years of Religious Decline: Session 1a
Oh God, What Now?
Twenty Years of Religious Decline: Session 1b

December 26th

Pastor Tom
Pastor Tom

NO CLASS
Classes will begin again on Sunday, January 9th!

Confirmation Ministry
Our Confirmation Ministry continues this month with two gatherings. On Friday,
December 3rd we will attend a Shabbat service at Congregation Rodef Shalom in
San Rafael. Our last class of the calendar year will be Sunday, December 12th from
5 pm to 6:15 pm. There are six students: Robert, Sammi, Elise, Abby, Lucie, and Anita.

High School Youth Activities
SAVE THE DATES for the: ELCA YOUTH GATHERING--July 24-28, 2021
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of faith formation known as the
ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study,
service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are
challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.
All those currently in 8th through 12th grade are welcome to
attend. You’re encouraged to bring friends too!
Initial Interest Meeting and Information—Sunday, December
5th at 5 pm on Zoom (Meeting ID: 4159243782)

Joint Marin Lutheran &
Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
Worship
o On the first Sunday of December, 12/5
at 9:30am, Shepherd of the Hills folks
will worship at MLC with the folks of
Marin Lutheran Church.
o On the middle two Sundays: 12/12 &
12/19 at 11:00am, the Rev. Dr. Diane
Bowers will lead worship at SHLC.
o On Sunday, 12/26 at 11:00 am, Pastor
Tom will lead worship at SHLC.

Music

Community Partner Updates
MOC and MIC are two of our community
partners.

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)
MOC is a broad-based,
non-partisan and nonprofit organization of
churches, synagogues
and non-profits located throughout Marin
County. MOC’s core mission is the building
of a power organization through the
identification, development and mentorship
of leaders from member institutions.

Each Sunday there is a soloist (Kathy
Bayler or Sibel Demirmen), and Richard
Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays
the organ and piano.

If you have any questions, please ask me,
Pastor Tom (pastortomgable@gmail.com
or text at 916-479-3308).

Marin Lutheran continues to worship
in-person on Sunday mornings at 9:30am,
and through live online Worship Services
(using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID:
4159243782). This is an inclusive service
that is, we worship both in-person and on
zoom at the same time. We continue to
offer worship videos of our Sunday service
on the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel.
Anyone from Marin Lutheran is invited to
join SHLC for in-person worship at 11am.

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC)

Joint
Christmas
Worship

Christmas Eve
SHLC & MLC members
and friends are invited to an
in-person service at MLC at
4:00pm, 6:00pm or 10:30pm.

Supper & Study—Food & Faith
Scheduled initially for December,
we are moving this session to January.
Stay tuned for dates in the January
newsletter.

Founded in 1982, the Marin Interfaith
Council (MIC) is a respectful collaborative –
celebrating faith traditions, advocating
justice and building community. MIC’s
partners include over 52 congregations, 8
religious organizations, and 19 nonprofits.
MIC Celebrates Faith Traditions by
engaging the important questions of life.
MIC cultivates community discussion of
values and appreciation of different beliefs
through educational and experiential
programs for the public.
MIC Advocates Justice by mobilizing
congregations, nonprofits, and faith-based
organizations around issues that affect the
community. Our programs model
constructive dialogue and Build
Community between individuals (religious
and nonreligious), congregations, and
nonprofit organizations.

Worship in December
December 5 - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While
John the baptizer's voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus
of the day, Malachi's prophecy could as easily herald the coming
Christ as forerunner of the LORD of hosts. Finally all the baptized are
called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we
prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in
capturing a vision of the "salvation of God."

December 12 - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Christ's presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for
singing. The nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause
for rejoicing. The coming of one "more powerful" than John, even with a
winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and cause for exultation—for us
who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent.

December 19 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth
Sunday of Advent. A lovely tribute to the little town of
Bethlehem and Mary's magnificent song of praise, reminds us
in no uncertain terms that Christ's advent is for "the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all." It is the kind of tension in
which the church always lives as when in holy communion—
with high delight—"we proclaim the Lord's death."

December 24 - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
In winter's deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child.
Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine
the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that
the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people.
The angels declare that Jesus' birth is good and joyful news for
everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines
in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole
world.

December 26 - FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel
and the boy Jesus, both in the temple, both growing in
wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind.
We too have returned to the house of God "to sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God," who has gifted us with
a savior. As the festival continues, "let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts." It is Christmas, still.

DECEMBER 2021 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
December 5th

READINGS
GREETER

Isaiah 25:6-9
Revelation 21:1-6a
John 11:32-44
ADVENT 2

December 12th
Daniel 12:1-3
Mark 13:1-8
ADVENT 3

December 19th
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

John 18:33-37
ADVENT 4

December 24th
Joel 2:21-27
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Matthew 6:25-33

December 26th
Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalon 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

CHRISTMAS EVE

9:30AM Marie Jacobs

Erna Randig

Lorri Reinders

4p:
6p:
10:30p: MC Houts

9:30AM Ron Jacobs

Barbara Bischoff

Jeff Reinders

4p:
6p:
10:30p: Michael R

Paul Davis

9:30AM Rebecca Shunk

Tricia Freidman

John Lacy

4p:
6:p:
10:30p: Emily R

Tom Schmidt

9:30AM Yvonne Weidmann

Kathy Bayler

Susan Morrow

Barbara Bischoff

USHER

ACOLYTE

LECTOR

ALM
Betsy McCormick

COMM
ASSIST
4p:
6p: Betsy & Paul
10:30p: Paul Davis

9:30AM

SOUND/VIDEO
John Bischoff

9:30AM Bev Kamphoefner

Dan Watrous
Bev Kamphoefner

Dan Watrous
Bev Kamphoefner

4p:
6p: John B
10:30p: Kerry H

John Bischoff
Bev Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Reinders

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Susan Morrow

Carol Zlatunich

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Bev Kamphoefner

Jim Kamphoefner

Jim Kamphoefner

Jim Kamphoefner

Jim Kamphoefner

Sue Southgate

Poinsettias

Poinsettias

COUNTERS
9:30AM Kamphoefner
COFFEE HOUR

9:30AM Rebecca Shunk
ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner
Jim Kamphoefner
Bread Baker
FLOWERS

Kamphoefners

