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October 2021

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

One of my go-to websites that | discovered last yearfi a few months into the pandemic

is Daily Good: News that Inspires (dailygood.org). | get a regular email from this site,

but | also go to the site when | need a boost
things going on in my life and/or the world.

Today | came across a good suggestionn from an article by Phyllis C ole Dai entitled,
OHow Do You Be@Bo®whaerwrybe806 Back before the

and | would greet other people by asking this
desire a real answer. If we got one, it had better be brief, and not too giim or involved.

We werendt wup for |l ongwinded or dreary respon
played.

The pandemic might have altered our customary
made them less superficial, and more sincere. Those three words definitely mean more
to me now than they used to. How about you?

As we begin to navigate the waters of post-pandemic life (some of us soonerthan
others), lwonder...,can we ask each other, with empathy
you? Howdoyoubeinthiswor | d?6 Can we invest our attentic

If enough of us did that, this planet might tilt a significant degree on its kindness axis.
Megatons of compassion and understanding might pump into the atmosphere, causing
a wondrous kind of globalwarm ingic | i mat e change we can all t h

OHow are you?6 This question can be the porta
be better known; into every undervalued life that needs to be valued more. This

guestion can be . . . the doorway into radical healing. How are you, my friend? How

doyoube in this worl d?56

See you in worship!
Pastor Tom



Confirmation Ministry

Our Confirmation Ministry began last month with our Family Potluck and
first class. This month we will meet a couple more timegi October 17"and
24" from 5 to 6:15 pm at the church. We are studying the New Testament.

CON Our class consists of 6 regular class students including Robert, Sammi, Elise,

CLASSES Abby, Lucie, and Anita.

Adult Education on Sunday MorningsFall 2021

We continue thisfdl A GK + . A0t S { GdRey
challenging teachings. Using a book by AhtiyLevineThe Difficult Qs ol
22NRa 2F wSaday ! . S3AyySNDa ,DMPRS T2 de az2a
(you can find the book at your local Book Store or on Anmazon o The bl
I £ O K 2szft Kecdssarg to have a copy to get something out of the
class), plus a a2-minute video by Professor Levine for each session,D [FFICULT
we will explore the difficult passages. And Adily Levine will show WORDS of
how these teachings would have sounded to the peopl® Wist ]E SUS
heard them, how have they been understood over time, and how we
might interpret them in the context of the Gospel of love and
reconciliation.

Amy-Jill Levine is the University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies and
Mary Jane Werthan Pre§sor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and College of Arts
and Sciences. An internationally renowned scholar and teacher, she is the author of numerous
booksincludin@ Y G SNAY 3 (KS tlaadaAirzy 2F WSaadRhot ! . SIAYy
Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi

A BEGINNER'S GUIDE 1o HIS MOST PERPLEXING TEACHINGS

These classes will be held in person in the Parish Hall, and on Zoom (4159243782) from 10:45
am to 11:30 am on the dates listed below.

Sunday Title Notes |
October 3 Session 2: Hateather and Mother Pastor Tom
October 10 Session 3: Slave of Al Pastor Tom
October 17" Session 4: Nowhere Among the Gentiles Pastor Tom
October 24" Session 5: Outer Darkness Pastor Tom
October 3f' NO CLASS

November 7' NO CLASS

November 14’ Session 6: Your Father the Devil Pastor Tom



Social Action News

We kick off the month the first Saturday, October 2nd,
supporting the Property Comm. and our gardeners by ‘ '
participating in our CHURCH WORK DAY  from 9am CALLING ALL HELPING HANDS
to 12noon. We encourageALL of you to join us, as the Church Work Day

more hands we have the easier the tasks become, not to
mention increasing the Afuno factor! We

cleaning tasks. Our team will provide coffee and donuts to help give everyone a jump start.

Please mark your calendars, save the dates of Oct. 22 & 23 and join in the sign up for our
Annual Fall Shelter Renovation project. The Social Action team will be working with
Family House managers on their wish list for this year. The shelter has beengreatly
impacted by the increased and intense need for shelter services during the pandemic.lt is
the only shelter in southern Marin serving homeless parents with children. This important
P but aging and overused place of family respite has a
number of maintenance needs to combat the constant
wear and tear of sheltering multiple f amilies every day
of the year. MLC has a wellearned reputation for
spectacular shelter makeovers and we are hoping to
. continue in that spirit this year. A sign-up sheet will
be posted in the narthex. Shifts are usually 9:30-12
and 12:30-3. Lunch is provided. Please consider
joining us for whatever time you can. It is always a
very rewarding church family team experience.

Don't forget to pick up several meal bags provided in the narthex and
store them in your car to dispense to those you see who are in need.The
number of Marin's food insecure residents is steadily increasing so we
hope this small act of kindness will be appreciated both by the recipient

and the giver.

This month, Social Action has made a donation of $500 to the SF/Marin food bank on
behalf of MLC to take advantage of a current matching fund opportunity. Every dollar
donated provides 4 meals for neighbors in need and this agency partners with 409
community partners and food sources to provide 1.3 million meals per week. 96% of all
funds donated go directly to support their outreach services so every dollar makes a
difference. Also, our next food bank drive will be held in October (dates TBA).

Sandy Seeg er
Social Action Team

Wi




Worship & Music Marin Lutheran Church Women (WELCA)

The choir has returned to help lead the Bible Study:October 7 § Session 2,Breath of God
servicesat our church. Although we caat  reviver and reformerat 10am on Zoom.

sing along with them if seated inside, we  Information will be available and sent to all by-e
can follow the words and appreciate the  mail. You will find lesson and leaders guide in the
meaning of the song. September/ OctoberGathermagazine.

: The choir October 10" Blessing of 50 quiltsas they
e the ractices '

1° p h@fw; P travel to provide for comfort and warmth

: C every Thanks to all who made this happen. |

P Rap) Wednesday takes a congregation of caring for others.
= night for an

Y hour. Rease

join them if Serve and ShareQOctober 21t at 10am & V\~/e plan f
you love to to start next yeard8s crop o
sing! Note: The abbreviated choir practice church conference room for 2 hours as we work

is from 7:308:30pm. As we continue to ~ and socialize.

make progress against COVID, the length

of the rehearsals will increase. Always available for information.

Jane_mck@prodigy.ner 415 479 8971.

Carol Cunliffe

A note from Jean, 3BT 2z, 20h
on behalf of the Davis family
*. DEAC. BBV anek
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mailto:Jane_mck@prodigy.net

MEMBERSHIP

~5"VK|4 Membership Transfer

(o

%0.‘1/; At his requestwe have

/)Y tansferreRay Ger guso
3 !.24‘5 membership to Elim Lutheran

Jﬂ (’ ~ ™ Church, Petaluma. Ray asked

(5 \X"' =) that excerpts of his letter pe
:?L:%%’ shared with our congregation.

Oy £

g@fﬁ‘ Ray writes:

It is with sincere regret that | do so [request
a transfer of my membership], but since | no
longer live in Marin County antino longer
drive, it is no longer practical to continue my
membership [at MLC].

My association with Marin Lutheran has
been long, rewarding and a complete
pleasure with my worship, my project
endeavors and my friendships. The latter has
been a speciallpasure and | will always
remember them. Some of those friends are
still visiting me here in Cotati.

My very best wishes go to Marin Lutheran.
In Christian love,
Ray

We definitely miss seeing Ray routinely, but
know he is in good hands at Elim. Hash

left his mark on many things at church; the
most extensive perhaps was guiding us
through the beautiful patio project, creating
the benches and wood fence himself. We
wi sh Goddés continued
his new church family. Our doors are alsay
open, Ray!

Sunday, October ¥

Accompanying this picture,
Joanna wroteThis water baby
candét wait fo
trip! How appropriate, as
Theodore Richard (West)

06 Brwielnl fspl a hough

the waters of baptism on k

October 8. Come! Join the v

West and OO6Brien familie:c
celebrate the baptism of Theodore. We ask

Goddbés blessing on Theodor
Later in the service, after we celebrate
Theodoreds baptism, thos:e

have the opportunitythave them blessed.
Bring your pet; grab a seat on the patio and
Pastor Tom will give each animal a special
blessing.

Each animal should be on a leash orin a
carrier, and wearing a mask (just kidding!)

€ Blessing

Birthdays
1  Courtney Bedilion 19 Hannah Gable
Jim Kamphoefner 20 Abby Chan

2  Margaret Rosano 21

Natalie Morgan 4

Anniversaries
Bev & Jim Kamphoefner

6  Chuck Conrad 22 Pastor Kathryn 9  Marie & Charles Conrad

10 Pastor Tom Gable Gulbranson 22 Katharine & Will Peck

15 Elizabeth Haxton £.30 Caitlin Jacobs 29 Dawn & Clint Bastin
Marie Jacobs Paul Davis 30 Eric & Monica Bergman

oG



2021 Stewardship Season

| love it when a good plan comes togetteg® Sy A F
Ay GAYSX

We haveg at least preliminary plans for events this fall
celebrating our three themes this year so MARK YOUR
CALENDARS AND PHONES.

RECONNECGDCTOBEBOth
To help facilitate reconnecting, we will kick off the stewardship season with an informal lunch

time picnic at Piper Park in the area where we have had outdoor services in the past. The

original plan was to make this a BYOP (bring your own picriiagy lddition, we will see if the
Stewardship budget can provide some of the food and/or drinks. At least we should be able to

3SG GKS . .v 3J2Ay3 (2 aKlINBO® 2SQfft Ffaz2 KI@S
GKAYy3 GKS@ QR efelydn& dinge ités khe depbefora aoween, we will

encourage kids (and adults) to come in their costumes and ask participants to bring treats for

GKS GNARAO] 2NJ GNBFGSNER® 2SQff KIFI@S o62FNR 3IYS
or two. On the site there are tennis courts, a volleyball court, and the perimeter walking path.

t F NODAOALI yia gAtf 06S SyO2dz2Ny 3SR G2 oNAy3a &F NR
place to ride bikes. Dogs are welcome on leash and there is a dogrpka This is the chance

for casual conversation and reconnecting with each other again. Details will be communicated

over the next month.

RETURN: NOVEMBERC7AIl Saints Day

lff {FAydQa RFe& gAft 0SS | OKpropehtpANDshe OSt So NI
O2yUAYdzSR NBUdzNYy 2FFSNBR 2y %22Y0 C2NJ 6KS a
saints who went on before us, but photos for a media presentation. We plan to have a coffee

hour with hopefully something out of the ordinary remember from work that having goodies

always improved the meeting attendance.

S
S

RENEW: NOVEMBER'21Commitment Day

CKA&a A&a O0KS RIFIe (2 w9b92 2dzNJ O2YYAGYSyida F2NJ
commitments not made in person. After tiservice, we plan to have a special brunch coffee

hour as a thank you to our stewards. The current plan is to box up some of the food and deliver

it to our members and friends who for many reasons are still on Zoom or stranded at home or

Tl OAf A lb& @ciuiing fotksSt@deliver on that dayperhaps from the orsite people. The
AYAOGAL T G(GK2dAKG Aa G2 KIFEI@S F2€f14a YF1S |jdzh OKS &
0SOldzaS ¢S oAff 0S NBONHAGAY I O2 dithelidejustr €6 S 4
in case.

All this, of course is in our rainy season so there may have to be contingency plans (we hope).

Thanks to ALL for your continued fantastic Stewardship of time, talent and treasure so far in
2021.

John Bischoff



Property

Church Work Day!
October 2" from 9:00am to 12noon. COME, lend a hand!

Social Action is teaming with us to promote t
thank the SA team for providing coffee and donuts to give us all a yummy start to our
day. Many hands can help get tasks accomplishedd a sampling:

/

Outdoor
1 Gardening
1 Cleaning the gutters
1 Cleaning front tile entryway, under the carpet runners

@
\l

4

Indoor
o Cobweb removal from rafters in the church

A4

AVasnIoMm

o0 Dusting in the church

0o Cleaning windows in the sacristy office

o Dusting in the Education building & especially window sills

o Change smoke detector batteries in Education building

o Change furnace filters

o Unplug oO0slowdé drain in offi ) m
If you know of anything that needs to be done, Please let me know and we will add it to
the list. We hope to see you on Saturday!

Bev Kamphoefner
Church Council Highlights Menbs Lum@rh tilse Moveod
9/13/21 from Ann Marymor
g 5 OCTOBER 2021

) Dlscussed Property Commlttee INDA® MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY RIDA SATURDAY

recommendation for revised signage
proposal from IHI

4

- DiscussedFinancial update and v Py
giving shortfall M\ ¢ & — )
- Upcoming Congregational Meetings Trick or Treat?
A _ Beginningin October t he Menod6s Lur
December 5 20210 Election will move to Thursday(from Wednesday).
. Meeting On Thursday, OctobertYwe 6 | | meet at
A February 6, 20228 Annual Miracle Mile Café 2130 4t Street,
Congregational Meeting San Rafael, at 12noon! JOIN US!

NO tricks . . . ALL treats!



October 2021 Schedule of
Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd dhe Hills Ministries

Worship
Shepherd of the Hills is worshipping each Sunday. welcome
o0 The first Sunday, October®SHLCwill be worshippingat let's worship togethe

Marin Lutheran for our service at 9:30am
o Pastor Tom will be leadingvorship at SHLC on 10/31 at 11:30 am
o TBD whowill lead worshipat SHLCon October 10, 17 & 24 at 11:00am

Each Sunday they meet at SHLC there is a soloist (Kathy Bayler or Sibel Demirmen), and
Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays the organ and piano.

Marin Lutheran also continues to wrship in person on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am, and
through live online Worship Services (using the Zoom platfdiMeeting ID: 4159243782)
(Call Pastor Tom if you have questions). This isiaclusive servicethat is both inperson
and on zoom at the sameiime. We continue to offer worship videos of our Sunday service
on the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel.

Supper & Study A Food & Faith

What can we learn about that past that will help us see where Christianity
might go in the future?

The BBC VIDEO series A History of Christianity  is presented
A HISTORY OF /-7 ~ . .
CHRISTIANITY . by one of the worl dds | eading histor
smml Professor of the History of the Church and Fellow at St Cross
’ College.

wrarara

? : We finish this provocative and engaging series on the first
7 m b Wednesday of the month A the 6th, from 5 pm to 6:30 pm at
¥ Shepherd of the Hills.

In the final episode, MacCulloch takes a closer look at  Western Christianity in
the Modern Period . Its distinctive feature is skepticism and a tendency to doubt,
which has transfo rmed both Western culture and Christian faith. Where did that
change come from? Equally importantly, where does Christianity go next?

Wednesday evening, 10/6 fi from 5 to 6:30pm at Shepherd of the Hills,
9 Shepherd Way, Tiburon. JOIN US!



Worship in October

October 3, 2021

' The animals of Godés creation inha
sea. They share in the ways of human beings. They have a part in
our lives. Francis of Assisi recognized this when he called the
animals, wild and tame, his brotheaad sisters. Remembering
Francisdé | ove for these brothers a
letting us share the earth with all the creatures.
October 10, 2021 "Good
Teacher,
The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit etd 5t must | do to
life is a goodman, sincere in his asking. Mark's gospel is alone in sayir Inherit
that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, eternal life?”
Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the
poor. Our culture bombards us with the messagéwre will find life by :
consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation t ~ N —
life by divesting for the sake of the other. i
ﬁ October 17, 2021
eahng power In its ministry of healing the church does not replace the gifts of God that
come throughhte scientific community nor does it promise a cure. Rather,
the church offers and celebrates gi ft
strength and comfort in time of suffe
peace, and Godbés | oveofféitmbodi ed i n the

October 24, 2021

Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush hi
up because by addressing Jesus as "Son of David" he is maki ‘
politically dangerous claim that Jesus is the rightful king. Could
our prayers ever be heard astaeat to unjust powers that be? | A Y
Bartimaeus won't give up or go away quietly, but repeats his c (‘-‘ A |
for help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And are our prayerfs \
an honest answer to Jesus' question, "What do you want me t¢
for you?"

October 31, 2021

Oct. 31, 1817

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be
reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an esleanging world. We
celebrate the good news of God's grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free evige
to do this lifetransforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptisg.
we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mISSI

Reior‘matlonstag

Refovmation Day



2021 Monthly Giving
compared to 2021 plan & compared to 2020 actual
$35,000 . .
W 2021 Actual Giving
N 2021 Ministry Plan
$30,000 2020 Actual Giving
\ \
$25,000 §
\ N\ Y Kk K
$20,000 ——% —§
\ \
N N
) B \ \
$15,000 §
$10,000 - T T
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

f Substantial monthly deviations in giving this yEaNe are 10% behind our giving plan
for the year (>$22,000 giving shortfall5% behind 2020 giving.

° e W 2021 Actual Giving thru September
G IVI ng TOta Is [10% below budget; 5% below 2020 actual]
m 2021 Budgeted Giving
by Qua rter 7 2020 Actual

$90,000
$80,000 -
$70,000
$60,000
$50,000 -
$40,000 -

Jan-Mar Apr-Jun Jul-Sep

1 We ask EVERYONE to look at your giving and prayerfully consider what you can give to
help us close the giving shortf&@Regular, monthly giving is idea



Coming in October: Sign up for Christmas Greenery!
It always seems odd to write this in October,
but this is when it happens each year.

Think about what you want for tjhi s
Season OR to give as gifts. Order sheets coming soon.

Community Partner Updates
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to
participate in their programs/events:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)

MOC is a broadbased, nonrpartisan and nonrprofit organization of
churches, synagogues anerufits located throughout Marin County.

MOC6s core mission is the buil og/lse‘,&zm ower
identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member COMMITTEE
institutions.

If you are interested in particigting, or if you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor
Tom (pastortomgable@gmail.conor text at 916479-3308).

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update

MIC Monthly Meditation with Sonja Gardenswartz
Wednesday, October 18 from 5:30 68 6:30 pm

| Taking the Path of Zen: When Sitting is not Sitting: Bringing our
Practice into Daily Life . Practicing zazen, meditation, is to sit with
you yourself and to appreciate the connection with others. Again and
again, we create space to receive stillness amésence right in the
midst of our many stories and imaginations about whatever is
happening in the world. In this way we begin to see a path to live our
life as a blessing for this world in turmoil.

Please see the MIC website for more information.

To join the online meditation with video, click on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVIGYWZKNjhB
SStFb2dWNnhRUKNyUTO09

Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC
online HERE or you may mail in a check to the office if you are so moved.


mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
https://www.marinifc.org/donate

Racial Justice

The Marin Interfaith Council
promotes racial jistice and equity and
invites all to do both inner and outer
work that leads to healing individual
and systemic racism.

Indigenous Peoples' Day,
October 11th

p! HEALING OUR FUTURE: .
B INDIGENOUS WEALTH BUILDING B
FOR SEVEN GENERATIONS

October 11. 2021

Do you have plans for Indigenous
Peoples' Day 2021 (October 11th)?
Join SURJ for a free virtual event
focused on Indigenous wealth
building! The event will provide
attendees with an overview of
Indigenous wealth concepts and

a deep dive into how Indigenous
people are building wealth in their
communities. For more information
on "Healing our future: Indigenous
wealth building for seven generations
see the Marin Interfaith Website:
marinifc.org

MIC facilitates a Racial Justice Group
that meets every other Thursday of
the month from 1:302:45 pm. If you
would like to be a part of this
prayerful time and ongoing
discussion, please email Lynn

at office@mainifc.org.

Standing Up for Housing Justice at
Golden Gate Village in Marin City

Golden Gate Village is a vibrant, integrated
neighborhood of approximately 700 people. It is
the largest family public housing community in
Marin County and is also home to our largest
black population. It was designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright protégé Aaron Green, and built
to house a primarily AfricanrAmerican
population that helped build 93 Liberty ships in
World War Il. Because of its historic and
architectural significance, it was listed on the
National Historic Register in 2017.

The Marin Housing Authority has a plan to tear
down 16 existing units of this national treasure
and crowd an additional 156 units into two new
high-rise buildings. In the process this will
destroy the playground and open green space,
alter the character of this knitight community
and delay critical repairs to the existing units for
many years.

The Golden Gate Village residents have a
different plan. They want deep green renovation
of their existing homes, no new buildings, a job
training program and a pathway to home
ownership through
the creation of a
community land
trust. Learn more
about the potential
future - and the
history - of this very
special place.

To register go to this website:
https://www.rodefsholom.org/event/standing -
for-housing-justice.html




