
 

 

One of my favorite contemporary Christian writers is Diana Butler Bass. I’ve been challenged and 
inspired by her recent books, although I haven’t read every page: Freeing Jesus, Grateful, Grounded, 
and Christianity After Religion.  
 
Last year I subscribed to her blog, The Cottage (https://dianabutlerbass.substack.com/). Her most 
recent post is entitled, “Resilience and Fragility.” Her reflections concerning a sea turtle nest at the 
Outer Banks in North Carolina reminded me of our ministry as a congregation and our lives as 
Christians. 
 

“She writes, There’s a sea turtle nest several yards down the beach from our house 
this year. We’ve been watching with the volunteers as the nest hatches. The turtles 
are endangered. Those who care about their survival guard the nests from 
predators, and when the hatchlings come forth guide the tiny babies to the water. 
Each summer and fall, a few thousand will be born, some will make it to the sea 
where they will catch the current of the Gulf Stream, swim to the other side of the 
world, and, eventually, the smallest percentage of the babies will grow to adulthood 
and return to the Outer Banks to lay their eggs. 
 
They are so small. There are so few remaining. The ocean is huge. And a dozen or 
so of us surrounded them at their moonlit birth - and cheered - as four tiny turtles 
made their way down the starry beach and were carried off by the waves. 
 
Maybe fragility and resilience are twins. Maybe we’re all just hatchlings at the edge 
of the sea. Maybe we’re always assisted by helpers we don’t recognize - a 
communion of saints, the ancestors, attending angels. Maybe we never swim alone. 
Perhaps resilience isn’t grit. Perhaps it is more grace than we will ever know.” 

 
During this seemingly never-ending time of pandemic, may helpers we don’t recognize, the 
communion of saints, ancestors and angels continue to help us. But even more, we know God’s 
grace continues to sustain us. Amen.  
 
See you in worship! 

Pastor Tom  

 

https://dianabutlerbass.substack.com/


Hello from the Worship and Music Ministry Team, 
 

We hope you are enjoying the return to in-person worship.  There have been approximately 

25-30 attending at the church and another 15-20 on Zoom each Sunday.  Seating at church is 

both in the sanctuary and on the patio.  All the doors & windows are open and it generally has 

not been too hot to sit outside.  

 

We have enjoyed beautiful music from various singers, and from the choir who taped many 

songs over the past year.  Thanks to all for your special music and all who are helping to keep 

our music flowing.  A special thanks to Robert Allen who filled in at the piano while Laura was 

on vacation, and welcome back to Laura who’s settling in quickly to our new routine.  A big 

thank you to our technical staff, John Bischoff, Dan Watrous, Jim and Bev K for keeping us all 

connected each Sunday. 

 

In July a worship survey was sent to the congregation, and over 48 people responded.  Some of 

the surveys were completed post the Delta spike, and this was taken into consideration.  After 

discussing the results, council endorsed the following summary: 

 

Summary of Worship Survey for Congregation: 
 

We would like to thank everyone who shared with us their responses and thoughts 
to our latest worship survey. It is so important for us to get a sense of what we’re 
thinking when it comes to important worship and safety questions. Thank you so 
much! 
 

In terms of the results, on the question of masks: 63% felt all non-vaccinated should 
wear masks, while 35% felt that all should wear masks. Whether we might sing or 
not: 26% thought it’s still too risky to sing; 32% thought if everyone is masked, we 
could sing, and 39% thought we could sing if the unvaccinated were masked.  
 

As seems to continue to happen during this pandemic, conditions change rapidly. 
With the continued spread of the delta variant in Marin, our county Health and 
Human Services agency is recommending masks for all people in worship. Thus, we 
will continue to follow their guidance and wear masks. 
 

In terms of singing, since mid-June, Marin HHS has discouraged congregational 
singing, but has left it up to each faith community to decide. Given our results and 
current conditions we’ll continue not to sing indoors—although you are welcome to 
quietly hum. Outdoors, however, we are welcome to sing, distanced and masked. 
 

Again, thank you for your participation.  As always, you are welcome to worship in-
person, or on zoom at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings.  Or you can watch the worship 
video (on the MLC YouTube Channel) anytime later in the week. 

 

We continue to pray that we will all be able to meet again for worship in-person at church; we 

just need a bit more patience! 

 

As always if you have any comments or suggestions please let us know. 

 

Carol Cunliffe 



Marin Lutheran Church Women 
 
Bible Study: 1st Thursday of each month at 10:00am 
 September 2nd study will be held on Zoom: ID 4159243782  
September begins a new 3-session study: The gift of the spirit 
 New women are encouraged to join us for the beginning of this study. 
 
Celtic Christians 
likened the Holy 
Spirit not to a dove, 
but to a goose. In 
these three sessions 

of the fall Gather 
Bible study, the 
Rev. Sara Olson-
Smith, associate pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, Iowa, will lead us on 
our own divine Wild Goose chase. We’ll track the Holy Spirit’s actions throughout the 
Bible and throughout our lives. We’ll explore how the Spirit moves God’s people into 
adventures and lives we would never dare risk on our own. 
 

Session 1: Spirit of God: Revealer and resource 
The Holy Spirit might be the most misunderstood or mysterious member of the 
Trinity, but the Spirit of scripture is not shy. Together we’ll uncover the bold, 
truth-telling Spirit active in our lives. After a quick review of the mystery of the 
Trinity, we’ll read parts of Jesus’ farewell discourse, and hear how the Spirit 
continues to reveal the truth of Jesus to us and to the world. We’ll discuss how 
the gift of the Holy Spirit is a resource for God’s people, giving us power we need 
to do God’s work. 

 
Serve & Share: 3rd Thursday of each month at 10:00am 
 September 16th will be in the conference room at church 
 
LOADS of quilt tying to do to catch up with all the quilts that were 
sewn during the past 10 COVID months.  This is in preparation for 

the LWR Ingathering in October when they are sent on their way to 
the LWR warehouses for shipment overseas.  It’s so nice to get 
together in person – JOIN US! 

 Jane McKenzie 
 
August Council Highlights 
 

 Approved a new “Inclusive” banner - rainbow colors – which will hang on the fence 

where the BLM banner currently is. 

 Approved Property request to revive the ad hoc patio covering committee to submit a 

formal proposal for a patio covering structure. 

 Worship will remain as a hybrid: in-person and Zoom.  Masks required for ALL attending 

in person.  Singing can only be done outside with masks and distancing. YouTube 

service recording available during the week. 

 Finance reported that General Offering in both June and July exceeded Ministry Plan, 

cutting $20,000+ giving shortfall in May to approximately $12,175.  Thank you! 
 

 Ann Marymor 



SEPTEMBER Celebrations 

 

 Birthdays  

 

 1 Pastor Chung-Woo Kim 

  Amelia Shunk 

 3 Jenny Church  

  Bridget Bergman 

 12 Bev Kamphoefner  

 16 Erna Randig 

 

 

 

 16 Mia Lacy  

 19 Pastor Renée Geiger 

 27 Rod Marymor 

 26 Kathy Bayler    

 30 Tom Schmidt 

  Roberta Miller 

 

 Anniversaries 

 

 10 Susan & Rick West 

 16 Sarah & Keith Chan 

 22 Cheri & Michael Houts 

  Michele & Jeff Jacobs 

 25 Ann & Rod Marymor 

 29 Cathy & Jim Bedilion 

  Barbara & John Bischoff 

 

 

Condolences:  May God’s ever-present comfort surround these families - 
 
 “Mom joined us for zoom church 
yesterday morning, and quickly and 

quietly left us last evening.  Our sorrow 

and loss are sharp, Marilyn’s faith and 

easy passing our relief.”  These are words 

written by Paul following the passing of 

Marilyn Davis on August 22nd.   
 Many of us were fortunate to have 

seen Marilyn on Zoom that Sunday 

morning.  She will be missed by so 

many, but her spirit will be present at 

Marin Lutheran for a long time. 

 Marilyn & Roy (passed away in 2018) 

joined Marin Lutheran in 1956. Marilyn 

was active in many aspects of the 

church, but her mark will always be felt 

in and around the music corner, where 

she served as choir director, directed the 

youth orchestra, played the flute, and 

sang with the choir up until the time 

COVID prevented us from holding in-

person services. 

 You are invited to join the Davis 

family as they celebrate the life of 

Marilyn during a service on Saturday, 

September 18, at 2:00pm.  You may join 

the service either in-person or on Zoom.  

There will be a reception following the 

service at church. 

 Beth Aney, Sharon Guy’s daughter 

passed away on August 10th following a  

courageous 8-month battle against stage 

4 metastatic breast cancer.  Sharon 

frequently shared with us on Zoom the 

progress and struggles Beth was going 

through during treatment.  Sharon was 

with Beth and her family (Jon, Cole and 

Olivia) throughout this difficult time, 

providing strength, care and comfort. 

 A service to celebrate the life of Beth 

is being planned for October 9th. 

 

 Richard Faulhaber a member of the 

German community who attended the 

German language Christmas services at 

Marin Lutheran, but also on occasion 

came to our regular services passed 

away recently.  We will hold a memorial 

service for him on October 16th at 11am. 

 

Along with his family, we remembered 

and celebrated the life of Bob Randig 

during a beautiful service on August 7th.  

As Bob was a member of a number of 

choral groups in the county, a 40 person 

choir formed to honor him.  The music 

they sang (masked) was beautiful and 

the shared memories of Bob heartfelt. 



Baby News 
 

 Anneke Moller-Tank  

and Christian Fiene are the proud parents  

of a baby girl, Idella Andrina Fiene 

born on August 21st.  She already joined us 

for our Zoom service on the 29th!  Idella, 

mom and dad are all doing well.  We will 

have the privilege of celebrating her 

baptism on Sunday, September 5th. 

 Anneke and Christian joined us for 

worship in July.  We have enjoyed their 

presence since 

then and we are 

happy they chose 

Marin Lutheran 

for this special 

occasion. 

 We wish God’s continued blessings on 

Idella and her family. 
 

 

Bishop Installation 
 

 The Rev. Dr. Meghan Rohrer will be 

installed as the 5th Bishop of the Sierra 

Pacific Synod on Saturday, September 

11th at 2:00pm at Grace Cathedral. 

 A number of celebratory events are 

being held in the days prior to the 

installation including: 
 Open Cathedral Worship with SFNM 

 Gender Diversity Listening Session 

 Skate Night Fund Raiser (for Mt. 

Cross Ministries) with Bishop Eaton 

 Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries 

Reception 

 9/11 Interfaith Day of Service 
 

Visit: www.spsbishopinstallation.com/  

For a “Schedule of Events” and to RSVP 

or purchase tickets.  Take note of the 

COVID precautions in place. 

Lending a Hand 
 

Marie Conrad is home under Chuck’s 

care and watchful eye.  To allow Chuck 

to have a couple hours each week to 

head out of the house, run some errands 

and do a little grocery shopping, etc., we 

have set up a Google sign-up sheet that 

can be accessed here:   

  Marie Conrad Help Signup 

 

Sandy Seeger our Lay Eucharistic 

Minister visits the Conrads regularly, so 

if you have any questions about doing 

this, Sandy is very willing to talk with 

you.  We thank the folks that have 

already given of their time to sit with 

Marie – Mary Creigh H, Carol C, Ann 

M, Cathy B, Kerry & Colleen H, and 

Sandy S. 

 
 

Bible Presentation 

 

During our service on September 19
th
  

we will present Bibles to our 4
th
 and 5

th
 

graders: Abby C, Reilly H, Josie C, Elle T 

and Charlie P.  As they receive their 

Bibles, we pray that God will guide them 

as they use these Bibles, and that we all 

  continue to 

  learn and 

  grow together  

  in our love for 

  God’s word.  

 
 

http://www.spsbishopinstallation.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CxM2qqGS73zWGVLu3Aqo6zbOpKW3eb8s8EMCsJevTy8/edit#gid=0


News from the Social Action Ministry Team 
 
Annual Backpack and  

School Supplies Drive 

Many thanks to all who donated to our 

annual school supplies drive!  In addition 

to backpacks purchased by the Social 

Action team through a grant from 

Thrivent, over 12 bags of school supplies 

donated by individuals in our congregation 

have been delivered to Ritter Center.  The 

backpacks and other school supplies are 

being distributed by Ritter Center to 

children of low-income families in Marin 

County as the new school year begins. 

 

Brown House Renovation 

Please mark your calendars and join the 

Social Action team for our annual 

renovation project at The Family Center 

(“Brown House”) emergency housing 

shelter in San Rafael.  Two workdays are 

scheduled for Friday, October 22 and 

Saturday, October 23, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m., and will include a simple lunch 

provided by the Social Action team.  More 

information will be in the October 

newsletter. 

San Francisco/Marin  

Food Bank Drive 

Food insecurity continues to be a 

challenge for many people in the Bay 

Area.  The food drive begins on 

Sunday, October 24 and continues 

through Sunday, November 14.  The 

SF/Marin Food Bank welcomes your 

donations of nonperishable food, 

especially high protein canned and 

jarred foods, canned vegetables, 

canned fruits, and protein bars.  

Collection bins will be inside the 

narthex and outside the front door of 

the church for your donations.    

 

Brown Bag Meals to Share  

Brown bags are available in the 

narthex for you to take and share with 

anyone you encounter who might be 

hungry and in need of some nutritious 

food.  Each bag contains a healthy 

snack, a protein source, canned soup or 

a packaged meal, disposable utensils, 

and a hand wipe.   

 

Benevolences 

In July, the Social Action team decided to donate $250 for the purchase of household 

paper goods to Project Homekey’s transitional 

housing site on Casa Buena Drive.  At our 

August meeting, we decided to donate $1,000 

to ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster Response 

program to assist those affected by wildfires in 

the United States.  Your offerings to Marin 

Lutheran Church make these donations 

possible.  Thank you! 

 

Barbara Allen, Social Action Ministry Team 

 



Tools for Helping Our Afghan Neighbors 
 

Our Lutheran community has a long history of supporting refugees and other evacuees who 

come to our shores: since 1939, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS) has helped 

over 500,000 people to forge a new life here in the United States. We have all watched the 

struggle in Afghanistan over the last few weeks, as our friends and allies look for a path to safety 

from the Taliban. Although it is easy to feel helpless and angry in the face of such global events 

and global need, the truth is that LIRS is ready to welcome incoming Afghan families, and is 

ready to show us as a congregation and as individuals how to help too. 
 

In the last few days, LIRS gave a presentation (available to watch here) describing their crucial 

work and the tools they are ready to share with us. As a partner of the U.S. government’s 

resettlement programs, LIRS already has staff deployed to reception points in Houston and 

Washington, DC. Right now, LIRS is focused on the “Long Welcome” for our arriving allies: 

setting up new apartments and stocking cupboards (like we’ve done with the Family Village), 

and preparing for the future by sourcing job opportunities and assisting with enrollment in local 

schools. There is immediate need (it can take at least a week for government aid to arrive, and 

hunger won’t wait), and long-term need: many of those coming from Afghanistan are eligible for 

90 days of government assistance, but these families will need help afterward – and some aren’t 

eligible for even those three months of “official” aid. 
 

LIRS understands that many of us don’t know where to start, but that we deeply want to help.  

At the presentation, they announced that since the fall of Kabul, they have had forty thousand 

people across our country apply to volunteer in person. They are thrilled at this outpouring of 

care, and have made it easy both for us to get involved, and to educate ourselves. To learn about 

the context of the current crisis, we can use the toolkit here. The kit also includes broader 

information about Afghan culture, with suggestions for music to listen to and recipes to try, so 

that we can better make our new neighbors feel welcome. 
 

The need is great. LIRS stressed that right now, resettlement organizations need more funds to 

support the 50,0000+ allies who are on their way. Donations to LIRS can be made here. Some  

of the refugees will be coming to California; Jewish Family and Community Services is the 

coordinating welcome organization in the Bay Area, and is accepting monetary donations here, 

wish list items for incoming families here, and sign-ups for in-person volunteers here. Fremont  

is home to one of the largest Afghan populations in the U.S., and is preparing to help resettle 

refugees by collecting money for our local Afghan community organizations here. Other 

organizations providing help include Miles 4 Migrants, an organization LIRS partners with that 

accepts donations of airline miles to transport refugees; Women for Women International; and 

the International Refugee Assistance Project. 
 

There are two other important tools we have: 

hope and faith. LIRS reminds us that we can 

advocate in hope for more evacuations as time 

goes on, and for continued help to those 

remaining in Afghanistan, by directly urging our 

government to protect the vulnerable. Finally, 

LIRS held an interfaith service of solidarity and 

prayer on the day of the American withdrawal 

from Afghanistan. You can watch the service 

here.  

Emily Rosendahl 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6H4FzQEWng
https://lirsconnect.org/download/get_involved/action_center/detention_docs/gather_afghanistan/lirs_gather_afghanistan_2020_community_toolkit_vfpdf;v1?attachment=1
https://secure2.convio.net/lirs/site/Donation2?df_id=4081&4081.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T/
https://jfcs-eastbay.org/donate-now-newsletter/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1CW3QPCLGZMBC?ref_=wl_fv_le
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPhmo7tSgUe6kSu18TC3ubHExjXv8E7fukUAmOUmFtcCSSVQ/viewform
https://www.fremont.gov/ARHelp
https://miles4migrants.org/
https://support.womenforwomen.org/donate/afghanistan-emergency-2x-match?src=HHUA21082A
https://refugeerights.org/news-resources/petitions-for-protection-of-siv-applicants
https://www.votervoice.net/LIRS/campaigns/85410/respond
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcRBVu_ur4k


Ready to Rally?      
 
Last Spring I had asked for some words describing your 

feelings about RETURNING, RENEWING and RECONNECTING.  

There were enough responses to attempt the “surprise” I 

promised.  The following word cloud is the result!  OK, I’ll 

admit there could be more impressive surprises, but I think 

the responses pretty much summarized how we all feel. 

 
 

 
I have to say that RETURNING really gave Pastor Tom, Jim, Pastor Rod, Bev and me a lot to 
think about in terms of trying to make the return a quality and inclusive experience for those 
who came to be outside, inside and on zoom.  It took a lot of trial and error and – the number 
one ingredient – a “technically adept” Pastor Tom who figured out a lot of the components.  
There is a desktop computer running PowerPoint on Zoom with the audio output and input 
running through the sound system & video camera through the PC for the live feed.  I thank the 



Worship and Music Team (and their budget) 
for allowing us to get a professional sound 
engineer to come and assess/tune up our 
sound system.  Marin TV recommended 
Lloyd M, one of their instructors.  We spent 
about 2 hours diagnosing and re-adjusting 
all the MICs and the killer was his 
suggestion to add a box called a “Feedback 
Destroyer”.  This miracle device sits in line 
with the sound output, detects and learns 
troublesome frequencies that can cause 
feedback, kills them in fractions of a second 
and remembers them for the rest of the 
event.  We also found a problem with the 
way I reconnected the amplifiers after the 
sacristy room repairs and remodel.  When 
you are at the sanctuary, check out tech 
central back by the choir!  Consolidating the 
size and possibly moving the “control room” 
to leave room for the choir are being 
considered as well as converting to a digital 
web cam in place of Pastor Tom’s camera.  
Anyone interested in helping run the 
services would be very welcome since we 
just have me, Dan Watrous, Bev and Jim 
for now and it really does take two people 
to do it.  Now that the sound system is less 
sensitive, looking after sound is easier than 
ever, running the PowerPoint comes with 
detailed notes from Bev and managing the 
Zoom session with the camera is like playing 
director.  Pastor Tom, Jim & Bev have 
continuously improved the live and 
recorded experiences and I have to say we 
are feeling pretty good about it now!  When 
we do make mistakes, of course, our 
wonderful congregation applies the 
Lutheran principle of grace and forgiveness.  
THANKS for the all the stewardship involved 
in this process! 
 
Even returning without live full choir and 
congregational singing has RENEWED my 
appreciation for our musicians Laura, 
Andrei, Robert and the choir members.   
Just being back on site gives me a sense of 
renewal.  The solos and duets have been 

wonderful.  Now that things are slowly 
shifting to normal and we are approaching 
the fall stewardship season, it’s also time to 
renew our commitment to giving of time 
and talents.  Rally Sunday used to be the 
marker for a renewed church year, and it 
will be again someday.  In the meantime, 
lets virtually rally our energy and creative 
talents to renew our congregational 
stewardship. 
 
To me, RECONNECTing has been a blessing.  
Our current guess is that there will likely be 
a zoom component of our services 
supported well into the foreseeable future.  
Those who cannot come in person, those 
that are not yet comfortable being on site, 
occasionally members who have moved 
away, and those recovering from illness are 
all a welcome sight on Zoom. As a reminder, 
you can speak with Zoom participants after 
the service using the laptop connected to 
the TV outside.  Just please don’t ever enter 
the sanctuary with your own device on 
Zoom and the audio turned on or the death 
echo starts!  For technical support, see me 
or anyone running the service.    
Reconnecting fuels returning and renewing. 
 
On another note, the nominating 
committee has been hard at work on filling 
all our ministry team and council positions.  
Should you be interested in serving in some 
capacity, please contract Yvonne 
Weidmann, Barbara Bischoff, Roberta Miller 
or Pastor Tom.  If they call you about 
serving in some capacity, please prayerfully 
consider the opportunity.  Remember – 
ministry team leadership can be shared by 
two or more. 
 
See you in church, outside or inside or – 
live, on Zoom! 
 

           John Bischoff, Stewardship 

  



Adult Education on Sunday Mornings 

 
We begin this fall with a Bible Study of some of Jesus’ most challenging 

teachings. Using a book by Amy-Jill Levine, The Difficult Words of Jesus: 

A Beginner’s Guide to His Most Perplexing Teachings, (you can find the 

book at your local Book Store or on Amazon—although it’s not 

necessary to have a copy to get something out of the class), plus a 10–

12-minute video by Professor Levine for each session, we will explore 

the difficult passages. And Amy-Jill Levine will show how these 

teachings would have sounded to the people who first heard them, 

how have they been understood over time, and how we might 

interpret them in the context of the Gospel of love and reconciliation. 

  

Amy-Jill Levine is the University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies and the Mary 

Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and College of Arts and 

Sciences.  An internationally renowned scholar and teacher, she is the author of numerous 

books including Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week and Short 

Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi. 

 

These classes will be held in person in the Parish Hall, and on Zoom (4159243782) from 10:45 to 

11:30 am on the dates listed below. 

 

Sunday Title Notes 

September 5th NO CLASS  

September 12th Session 1: Sell What You Own Pastor Tom 

September 19th Session 2: Hate Father and Mother Pastor Tom 

September 26th NO CLASS  

October 3rd NO CLASS  

October 10th Session 3: Slave of All Pastor Tom 

October 17th Session 4: Nowhere Among the Gentiles Pastor Tom 

October 24th Session 5: Outer Darkness Pastor Tom 

October 31st NO CLASS  

November 7th NO CLASS  

November 14th Session 6: Your Father the Devil Pastor Tom 

 
Adult Study:  Begins Sunday, September 12th at 10:45am in the Parish Hall 
The book: If you would like to get the book (helpful, but not required for class), it is available on 

Kindle and paperback from Amazon. 



Supper & Study—Food & Faith  
 
What can we learn about the past that will help us see where 

Christianity might go in the future?  

 

The BBC VIDEO series A History of Christianity is presented by one 

of the world’s leading historians, Diarmaid MacCulloch, Professor of the 

History of the Church and Fellow at St Cross College. 

  

In the fourth and fifth episodes MacCulloch explains the emergence of the Protestant 

Reformation and the part played by Evangelical Churches in exporting Christianity to all four corners 

of the earth. 

. 

In the final episode, MacCulloch takes a closer look at Western Christianity in the Modern Period. Its 

distinctive feature is skepticism and a tendency to doubt, which has transformed both Western 

culture and Christian faith. Where did that change come from? Equally importantly, where does 

Christianity go next? 

 

4 Wednesday Evenings: September 15, 22, 29 & October 6 – from 5:00 to 6:30 pm at 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 9 Shepherd Way, Tiburon.  We enjoy a light 

supper and conversation before diving into the study.  JOIN US! 

 

 
Confirmation Ministry 
 

Our Confirmation Ministry begins again with our Annual Family Potluck  

on Sunday, September 19th at 5 pm on the patio and in the Narthex—the  

entryway to the worship space.  Our first class will then be on Sunday,  

September 26th from 5 pm to 6 pm. 

 

 

High School Youth Activities—The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering  

 

The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-

28, 2022, in Minneapolis. All those in 8th through 11th 

grade are encouraged to start planning on attending! 

 

The youth gathering is about 30,000 high school 

youth and their adult leaders from across the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, gathering for a week of faith formation. This is 

known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Youth from Marin Lutheran have been attending 

this gathering for decades. We will start talking about and planning for our trip this fall. 

 



Inclusive Banner 
 

“You go, and do likewise” Luke 10:37 

At our August council meeting we 

approved a new Inclusivity Banner. 

This banner will go in place of the 

“Black Lives Matter” banner—at least 

for a while.  It is a public witness to our 

values and beliefs.  Just as the good 

shepherd in the parable abandons the 99 

to save the one in danger, so too must 

we shine a light and join the fight for 

justice for all marginalized and 

oppressed people.  
 

Our own denomination, the ELCA, is 

predominantly white; one privilege 

afforded those of us who are white is  

to be able to choose to ignore issues 

affecting marginalized folks.  In the face 

of this, we cannot be neutral; we need to 

actively oppose racism and injustice 

wherever it exists.  We can no longer be 

the “great stumbling block in the stride 

toward freedom” that Martin Luther 

King, Jr. bemoaned in the Letter from 

Birmingham Jail; “the white moderate 

who is more devoted to order than to 

justice; who prefers a negative peace 

which is the absence of tension to a 

positive peace which is the presence of 

justice.”  
 

Marin Lutheran Church Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Property  
 

Gardening 

continued 

throughout  

the summer, 

thanks to our 

dedicated group of gardeners who come 

the 1st Saturday of each month (and other 

days as well) to keep things trimmed and 

weeded.  September 4th IS the 1st 

Saturday of the month, so we invite you 

to come to church between the hours of 

9:00am and 12noon, don some gardening 

gloves, pick up a clippers, weeder, rake or 

other gardening tool and have fun!  Come 

for the whole 3 hours, or any part of the 

time.  Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Shade structure for the patio:  We 

have been holding in-person worship 

services for close to three months now, 

offering the option to sit outside on the 

patio.  Unfortunately, the patio is in full sun 

so sitting out there has not been the most 

comfortable.  Our folks have made the best 

of it by wearing sun hats and using parasols 

to shade themselves.  Last week, thanks to 

the Houts family we have a temporary 

shade canopy covering approximately ½ of 

the patio.  Its presence made for happy 

worshippers! 

 

Over these past months, it has become 

apparent that we need a sun shade on the 

patio in order to get the greatest use of 

that beautiful area.  Council approved our 

request to revisit and update the plans 

that were put together in 2018 for a 

permanent shade structure.  We are in 

the process of doing that, and will present 

the plans to the council as soon as they 

are complete. 

 

Bev Kamphoefner 



*August books not closed 

Notes:  

The GOOD:  At the end of May, giving was over $20,000 behind our Ministry Plan.  The finance 

committee sent out a letter letting us know about the shortfall.  In June giving was $4,250 above plan 

and July, $3,987 above plan, cutting the shortfall to just over $12,000 at the end of July.  Wonderful 

news!  

 

The BAD:  August giving is the second lowest giving month of the year.  We received $14,600 which is 

$8,400 below plan (budget), or just 63% of our plan goal for the month.  This month erased the gains we 

made in June & July and we again have a giving shortfall of $20, 575. 

Total Giving through August:  $181,425 / Ministry Plan giving thru August: $202,000 

 
Month-to-month giving has been “lumpier” than normal, this year – with four months of giving above 

plan, and four months below plan.  But the 4 months below plan (Jan, Apr, May, Aug) were WAY below, 

providing only 2/3 or 67% of our budgeted giving for those four months. 

 

Taking just the first 8 months of 2021, average giving was $20,158/month, or 10.2% short of the average 

monthly giving plan of $22,444.  

Comparison to the previous year:  2021 giving through August is running behind 2020 giving.  Total 

giving Jan-Aug 2020:   $192,170; Total giving Jan-Aug 2021:  $181,425 (-5.6%). 

 

The POSSIBLE:  We have lots of time before the end of the year to make up this shortfall in giving, but 

let’s not wait until the final month of the year.  If in each of the next 4 months our giving exceeds our 

Ministry Plan by $5,000, our giving deficit will be erased.  Together we can do this! 
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Worship in September 
 

September 5 
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating 

the rich visitor with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself 

seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician 

woman in today's gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles 

don't deserve the goods meant for God's children? Or was he 

speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits 

when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story 

tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need 

to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 

 

September 12 
Three weeks ago we heard Peter's confession of faith as told in 

John's gospel. This week we hear Mark's version, when Peter 

says, "You are the Messiah." In John, the stumbling block is 

Jesus' invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. 

In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus' words about his 

own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus' 

words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark 

only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in 

baptism with the sign of the cross. 

 

September 19 
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples 

quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way 

to be great is to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them 

a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the children God puts 

in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give 

them a place of honor in the assembly. 

 

September 26 
Someone who isn't part of Jesus' own circle is casting out 

demons in Jesus' name, and the disciples him stopped. They 

appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders 

who prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, 

Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good 

being done in his name, even when it is not under his 

control. The circle we form around Jesus' word must be 

able to value good being done in ways we wouldn't do it, by 

people we can't keep tabs on. 
 

 

September 18
th

 at 2:00pm: Memorial Service for Marilyn Davis 
 

Marilyn passed away on August 22nd.  We’ll join together with Marilyn’s family 

as they celebrate her life during a service on Saturday, September 18th at 2:00pm.  

The service will be both in-person, as well as on Zoom.  A reception will follow 

the service at the church.  More information to come as the plans evolve. 

 



Schedule of Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Services 
 

Shepherd of the Hills is worshipping each Sunday at 11:00am.  9 Shepherd Way, Tiburon 

o Pastor Tom will be leading worship on 9/5 and 9/26 at 11:00 am 

o Worship leader for 9/12 & 9/19, TBD.  
 

Each Sunday there is a soloist (Kathy Bayler or Sibel  

Demirmen), and Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist)  

plays the organ and piano.  
 

Marin Lutheran also continues to worship together in person on Sunday mornings at 

9:30am and live online using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782.  This is an 

inclusive service: that is both in-person and on zoom at the same time. We continue to 

offer worship videos of our Sunday service on the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel. 

 
 

Community Partner Updates 

MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to 
participate:  
 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) 
 

MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of 
churches, synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin County. 
MOC’s core mission is the building of a power organization through the 
identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member 
institutions. 
 

If you are interested in participating, or if you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom 
(pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 916-479-3308).  
 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) 
 
Monthly Meditation: Wednesday, September 8th—5:30 – 6:30 pm 
 

This month’s leader: Sid Kaw  

Title: Finding One’s Self 
Sidharth Kaw lives and practices Sanātana Dharma (Hinduism).  Sidharth 
currently serves as a committee member for the North Bay Hindu Center. 
He has been actively involved in the 'Contemplation and Action' and 
'Racial Justice' groups for the Marin Interfaith Council. Living in Marin 

County, Sid seeks to enrich the greater community with the knowledge of Sanātana Dharma. 
 

To join the online meditation with video, click on this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09 
 

Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in a 
check to the office if you are so moved. 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
https://www.marinifc.org/donate


SEPTEMBER 2021 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 September 5
th 

      September 12
th

    September 19
th

  September 26
th

  

READINGS 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-0, 22-23 

Mark 7:24-37 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Mark 8:27-38 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 

Mark 9:30-37 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 

24-29 

Mark 9:38-50 

GREETER     

9:30AM Sandy Seeger Marie Jacobs Cheri Houts Lorri Reinders 

     

USHER     

9:30AM Tom Schmidt Ron Jacobs Michael Houts Jeff Reinders 

     

ACOLYTE     

9:30AM     

     

LECTOR     

9:30AM Sandy Seeger Marie Jacobs Rich Myhre Tricia Friedman 

     

ALM     

9:30AM Kathy Bayler Susan Morrow Yvonne Weidmann Betsy McCormick 

     

COMM ASSIST     

9:30AM     

     

SOUND/VIDEO     

9:30AM 
John Bischoff 

Dan Watrous 

John Bischoff 

Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Kamphoefner 

Dan Watrous 

Kamphoefner 

     

COUNTERS     

9:30AM Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Reinders 

     

COFFEE HOUR     

9:30AM Sandy Seeger Carol Zlatunich Lindsey Theobald Reinders 

     

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

     

FLOWERS  Kamphoefners   

 

 


