
 

 

It was a glorious day—Sunday, June 20th! We gathered in the sanctuary for worship for 

the first time since March 15, 2020. It was a bright and warm sunshiny day. Flowing 

with folks we gathered in the sanctuary, on the patio, on Zoom and later in the week 

through our Worship Video posted on YouTube. Yes, one inclusive worship of a single 

community of faith. We were people at various times and in different locations, yet one 

community worshipping together—the mystical body of Christ!  

 

And it was all a bit overwhelming as I thought about all that I’ve been through, you’ve 

been through, and we’ve been through as a community. Our lives have changed, and 

our congregation has changed. Yet, the love of God still guides and empowers us!  

 

A great thanks to John Bischoff, Jim Kamphoefner and Rod Seeger for their tireless 

work in preparing for and continuing to work on our new inclusive worship. As one 

member commented, “there are a lot of moving parts!” And thank you to everyone who 

has worshiped with us—for your grace and patience as we strive to be fully inclusive of 

all folks. All are welcome to worship with us—whether you’re in our sanctuary on 

Meadowsweet Drive, or whether you’re worshiping with us in your own private 

sanctuary—wherever it is. 

 

See you in worship! 

Pastor Tom  

 

 

 

 

 



President’s Page 
 
Hallelujah - we made it! We can take a collective deep breath and a well-earned rest from the 

rigors of producing a weekly (virtual) worship service.  Gratitude and heartfelt thanks to all 

who quickly pivoted to keeping our church community alive and vibrant during the pandemic.  

Scattered around the country, we gathered in our homes and got to know each other better.  

 

During the children’s message, I’ll miss seeing Sadie’s face and hearing her sweet voice with  

a “Good Morning Pastor”.  How special was that!  Look forward to seeing her in person on 

Sunday mornings.  Others learned new technology skills and got creative with their virtual 

backgrounds. It was fun to scroll through the participants and see names and faces. Others 

chose to gather on YouTube at their own time. We learned new things about each other. We 

now have an amazing collection of worship services with wonderful music, readings and 

messages all in our cherished church home.  Treat yourself to a quiet moment and listen to 

them, it’ll warm your heart. 

 

We pivot to the rigors of holding in-person worship while we continue to offer services on 

Zoom concurrently.  A devoted group of members spent many hours working to make this 

possible.  They continue to tweak things each week.  It is a pleasure to see our church family  

in-person each week and wonderful that additional folks can join us on Zoom. There are many 

opportunities for service so don’t be shy, please speak up and share your talents or learn a new 

skill.  

 

Reminded of the words from Acts 20:35, It is more blessed to give than to receive. As we 

prepare for post pandemic life, consider how you can be blessed by giving. Whether it’s your 

time, talent or treasures take a deep breath and with thanksgiving listen to your heart. 

 

If you are in town, we hope to see you in worship and we look forward to being together in the 

fall. Enjoy the summer! 

 

Ann Marymor 
Council President  

 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Ed 

 

There is nothing planned at Marin 

Lutheran during July and August. 

We will begin again in September. 

If you have ideas about what you’d 

like for us to study, please let me 

know—either through email or 

text.  

 Pastor Tom 

Confirmation Ministry 
 

Our Confirmation classes finished up last month.  

Thank you to our students this past year and a half 

for continuing in confirmation on Zoom: Robert, 

Rose, Ryder and Sami. 
 

We will begin our next series of classes on Sunday, 

August 29th at 5 pm with our Potluck Dinner with 

youth, parents and families.



Social Action News 
  

First a big thank you to all who participated in our food drive for the SF 

Marin Food Bank.  This agency has really stepped up to meet the needs 

of our community during the pandemic with increased deliveries to 

homebound, food insecure families, schools/day care, nonprofit agencies 

serving the marginalized and needy, senior centers, etc.  Your generous 

donations will certainly be put to good use. 

  

Please help yourself to the meal bags prepared by the team and placed in the narthex.  

They are for dispensing to anyone you come across who is hungry or in need.  (FYI), if you 

keep them in the car, be sure to store in the front seat for easy access and avoid frantic 

searches while driving 😀. 

  

The annual backpack drive for the homeless children connected with Ritter Center runs 

from 7/11-8/8.  This year it would be especially important and supportive to start their 

reentry to school with a well-stocked backpack.  The co mmittee has already purchased the 

backpacks through a Thrivent grant.  What is needed are the supplies that go inside.  This 

includes: 

 

binders (small and large)  lined paper  tabbed dividers    

zip pouches #2 pencils   colored pencils  pens  erasers   

pencil sharpeners  glue sticks  index cards  rulers  staplers  

small scissors  markers  crayons  highlighters  

pocket folders  spiral one subject notebooks. 

 

There will be labeled bins in the narthex for your donations.  
  

The committee will be hosting a thank you dinner for those who donated to the 

renovation of "Judy's Kitchen".  This will feature Judy Rossbach's famous chicken/broccoli 

casserole and other goodies.  Reminder invitations will be forthcoming. The date is Sept. 

12th.  More info. to follow. 

 

Sandy Seeger, Social Action Team 

 

  
 

 June 20th - Church doors open for in person worship and fellowship 

simultaneously on Zoom.  
 

 Ongoing effort to fight systemic racism/social justice - council approved 

Reconciling Works revised partner commitment, "RIC June 2008 Affirmation of 

Welcome."  See page 10 for complete welcome statement. 
 

 No council meeting scheduled for July. Will resume in August with in person 

meetings. 

 Ann Marymor 



Stewardship and Generosity 
 
In the stewardship monthly email from the ELCA, there is a link to an article about teaching 
generosity to kids called “Teaching Generosity:  It takes a Village” by Meredith McNabb.  
(https://philanthropy.iupui.edu/news-events/insights-newsletter/2021-issues/may-2021-issue-
2.html) 
 
In it, she talks about how her parents introduced her to giving by having her share her 
allowance.  Growing up in my house meant a healthy dedication to our Missouri Synod 
Lutheran church.  We were there every Sunday early to open and my for mom to prepare for 
teaching Sunday School. We were the last to leave for my dad, who ushered as long as I can 
remember, to lock up after the last attendee left.  We participated in events like “family night” 
where various groups including Luther League young people put on skits and sang songs while 
everyone feasted (this was hilarious at times).  Of course, my mom was in the kitchen a lot and 
my dad set up and tore down every time.  After aging out of VBS, my friend Billy and I became 
the kids who prepped the daily snack and delivered it to the classes.  I think this is where my 
love of Ritz Crackers came from. 

 
Well, the main gist of the article is kids need to see stewardship 
of time, talent and treasure happening by adults to “learn” 
generosity.  I agree with that, but I also have observed people 
who are just plain far more naturally thoughtful and generous 
of time and talent than seems to be in my nature.  To some 
extent, it is natural or a personality trait, but it does have to be 
seen and heard to plant the seed, I’m sure.  That said, I think 
generosity can be learned throughout our whole lives even by 

watching adults as adults so keep that in mind.  I hope that stewardship is the only “infectious” 
thing we see happening the rest of 2021! 
 
We have lots of opportunities to be stewards at MLC, especially as we re-open for in-person 
worship this summer and into the rest of the year.  We could use some backup Zoom monitors, 
PowerPoint operators and sound people.  Jim K’s letter sent in May on the treasure corner of 
the triangle revealed we have lots of opportunity there also.  So let’s RETURN, RENEW, and 
RECONNECT! 
 
As a reminder, for a Spring forward project, we are planning a surprise and for that we need 
input from you by answering the following two little questions: 
 

1. When you think about MLC in the coming months what 3 (or more or fewer) discrete / 
standalone words come to mind or describe what are you looking forward to when 
thinking of the following 3 stewardship theme words:  (If a single word does not express 
what you want, two words works also) 

a. RETURN:  Word 1    . Word 2   _____ . 
Word 3     . 

b. RENEW: Word 1    . Word 2   _____. 
Word 3     . 

GENEROSITY is something 
we learn from our  
parents, schools  
& community. 
 
H. Ross Perot 

https://philanthropy.iupui.edu/news-events/insights-newsletter/2021-issues/may-2021-issue-2.html
https://philanthropy.iupui.edu/news-events/insights-newsletter/2021-issues/may-2021-issue-2.html


c. RECONNECT:  Word 1    . Word 2   _____.  
Word 3     . 

 
2. Considering Stewardship and what you can do for MLC and our community, county and 

world, what are the 3 (or more or fewer) discrete / standalone words that best describe 
what you are looking forward to doing or participating in for the rest of 2021:  (If a single 
word does not express what you want, two words works also) 

a. Word 1______________. Word 2_____________. Word 3 ________________. 
 
For example, when considering RETURN, you might say hugs, communion, coffee-hour……. 
 
Please send your word selections to me at jabischoff@gmail.com or to 
marinlutheran@sbcglobal.net and they will be forwarded to me. 
 
Thanks to all of you we seem to have made it to the exit end of the pandemic tunnel! 
 

 John Bischoff 

 

Property             
 
It’s great to see folks back at church; our property has been a bit lonely for the past 15 
months.  It has still received TLC over these months as folks have come to do a number 
of maintenance/repair jobs over this time.   
 
Rob Zlatunich hammered out a whole list of “jobs” from installing towel racks, to cross & 
candle lighter holders and smoke detectors.  A big portion of his time was spent on our 
doors – adding weather proofing, thresholds, kick stops and door closures.  The door 
closures on the doors from the sanctuary to the patio finally gave out.  When Rob 
removed the old ones, he found a manufacturing date of 1935 on them!  They indeed 
served us well.  When it came to repairs on our (heavy) front door, Rob enlisted the help 

of Michael Houts and together they figured out the 
workings of the door and how to repair it. Ron Jacobs 
lent a hand, doing some bathroom repair work.  
 
Paul Davis continues to come check the irrigation system 

and gets called whenever it’s 1) leaking (too much water) or 2) not working (too little 
water)!!  Because of his hard work, most of the plants are thriving so now we need 
gardeners to trim, weed, remove (when needed) and generally spruce up the grounds.  
Our core group of gardeners includes, Lorraine Loo, Barbara & John Bischoff and Cathy 
& Jim Bedilion.  They have had lots of helping hands along the way. 
 
Heartfelt THANKS to ALL these folks, and any who slipped in and did something under 
the radar (I’ve noticed a clean closet or two)! 
 
SATURDAY, July 3rd from 9:00am to 12noon is a gardening day with a few clean-up 
items added to the “to do” list.  COME anytime you can.  Bring gardening gloves and 
clippers or weeders.  We’ll find a job for you! 

 Bev Kamphoefner 

mailto:jabischoff@gmail.com
mailto:marinlutheran@sbcglobal.net


Marin Lutheran Church Women 

 

Women’s Bible Study:  Meets on Zoom, July 1st & August 5th at 10:00am. 

 Just Truth the second session of the series titled, Just L.I.F.E. 

o In this session, we’ll listen to Jesus’ words about sharing truths that 

are difficult to receive. 

Just Hope the third session 

o Pastor Tom leads these discussions. 

o Zoom ID: 4159243782 

 

Serve & Share:  Meets July 15th & August 19th at 10:00am in the conference 

room at church. 

 Quilt Tying & Lavender Wands 

We gathered for the first time since COVID last month and had 

a wonderful turnout.  It was so great to see everyone in person 

again – just like old times.  Many helping hands completed 

eight quilts.  There are 30 more ready for tying and more are 

sewn all the time. 

 

It is GOOD to be meeting both on Zoom and in-person! 
 

 Jane McKenzie 

 

Semi-Annual Congregational 

Meeting Highlights 

June 13
th

 

 Minutes of Annual Mtg. approved 

 Yvonne Weidmann, Barbara 

Bischoff & Roberta Miller were 

nominated, accepted and approved 

unanimously to positions on the 

Nominating Committee.   

 Council will seek people to fill two 

more positions on the committee. 

 Jim K, finance chair gave a short 

update on the YTD (Jan – May) 

finances.  Giving is behind plan by 

$20K.  Because expenses are also 

behind plan by close to $10,000 our 

deficit for the year is around 

$13,000.  

Our Condolences 
 

After a several months long illness, 

Bob Randig passed away on June 13th.  

He was under hospice care and being 

cared for at home.  We share our 

deepest sympathy with Erna,  

their children, grandchildren  

and extended family.   

We will celebrate  

the life of Bob  

during a  

service in  

the near  

future. 

 

 



SNAPSHOT of GIVING 

 
*June financial books are not closed, final yet 

 

Monthly giving was greater than plan in June by $3,600.  Our GRATITUDE to those who made 

additional gifts and those who became current with your pledges.  This amount helps put a dent 

into the $20K+ we were behind at the end of May. 
 

In creating our monthly ministry plan, we estimate our giving based partly on the seasonal giving 

patterns of past years.  However, monthly giving is getting more unpredictable.  There are an 

increasing number of givers who are giving lump sum annual gifts (sometimes from a Gift Trust), 

rather than regular weekly or monthly amounts.  We are NOT complaining and are thankful for the 

faithfulness and generosity of these individuals.  It simply helps explain part of the reason there is 

such a fluctuation, $13,540 to $30,761 in giving between the months.   What matters in the end is 

not the monthly ups and downs, but the bottom line, or cumulative total over a longer period:   
 

 3 months’ giving (Feb, Mar & June) exceeded plan by $5,923.  3 months’ giving (Jan, Apr & 

May) fell short of plan by $22,754. 

o 1st quarter giving was 9% behind plan 

o 2nd quarter giving was 13% behind plan 

 For the 1st half of 2021 our giving is 11% or $16,800 behind plan.  This is what we need to be 

aware of. 
 

For those who give weekly/monthly, please keep your gifts and commitments current.  During 

summer, our church commitments can easily slide by if we do not stay focused. 

Jim Kamphoefner 



 

July 4, TIME AFTER PENTECOST  
 

Jesus does great deeds of power 

and gives his disciples authority 

over demons. Yet none of this 

power is unilateral; it all must be 

received by faith. Jesus asks his 

disciples to go out without 

money or supplies, so that they 

will be dependent on how others 

receive them. When we are sent 

from the assembly to witness and to heal, we 

are asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent on 

the reception of others. The Spirit always 

operates in the "between": between Jesus and 

his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you 

and me, between us and those to whom we are 

sent. 
 

 

July 11, TIME AFTER PENTECOST  
 

When Amos reports 

his vision of God 

judging Israel for its 

mistreatment of the 

poor, he becomes a 

threat to the power 

of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also 

speaks truth to power, and Herod has him 

killed. In Herod's fear that Jesus is John 

returned from the dead, we may hear hope for 

the oppressed: all the prophets killed through 

the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to 

witness to justice in company with them, and to 

proclaim God's saving love.  
 

 

July 18, TIME AFTER PENTECOST  
 

Mark's gospel makes clear how great is the 

press of the crowd, with its countless needs to 

be met, on Jesus and his disciples. Yet in today's 

gospel Jesus advises his disciples 

to get away and rest, to take care 

of themselves. Sometimes we 

think that when others are in 

great need we shouldn't think of 

ourselves at all; but Jesus also 

honors the caregivers' need. We 

are sent from Christ's table to 

care for others and for ourselves. 

 

July 25, TIME AFTER PENTECOST  
 

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel 

readings from John 6, the first four of which 

focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus 

feeds thousands of people with five loaves and 

two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus' 

table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet 

all the needs we see around us. But it is not the 

adequacy of our supplies or our skills that 

finally makes the difference: it is the power of 

Jesus working in the 

littlest and least to 

transform this world 

into the world God 

desires, a world 

where all the hungry 

are satisfied.  
 

 

August 1, TIME AFTER PENTECOST  
 

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus' feeding of 

thousands, some who were there press him for a 

sign of his power; perhaps it is daily manna 

they want. As always in John's gospel when 

people want a sign, Jesus 

offers himself. He is the 

bread come from heaven to 

give life to the world. He 

calls us to come to him and 

believe in him, and through 

that relationship to know 

the one who sent him. 
 

 

August 8, TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of 

the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this 

bread has eternal life now and will be raised on 

the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what this 

life Jesus gives us looks 

like, this life we live as 

those marked with the 

seal of the Holy Spirit 

in baptism. We live in 

love, as Christ loved us 

and gave himself up for 

us. The whole purpose 

of life is giving yourself 

for the other. 

Worship in July & August 



August 15, MARY, MOTHER OF OUR 

LORD 
 

Mary's role is 

not limited to 

giving birth 

to Jesus and 

mothering 

him in his childhood. In John's gospel, she is 

among the women standing near the cross; in 

Acts, she is among the disciples awaiting the 

gift of the Spirit. Through all that happened she 

continued to see how God was at work through 

her son, keeping the ancient promises to her 

ancestors, brushing aside the rich and powerful, 

and focusing on those as poor and powerless as 

Mary herself. 
 

 

August 22, TIME AFTER PENTECOST  
 

In today's gospel 

many people take 

offense at Jesus' 

invitation to eat his 

flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus' 

disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John's 

gospel for Peter's confession of faith. "To whom 

can we go?" asks Peter, in words we sometimes 

sing just before the gospel is read. "You have 

the words of eternal life." In order to take such 

a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us 

to arm ourselves with the word of God. We pray 

in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors 

of the gospel. 
 

 

August 29, TIME AFTER PENTECOST  
 

Jesus protests against human 

customs being given the weight of 

divine law, while the essence of 

God's law is ignored. True 

uncleanness comes not from external 

things, but from the intentions of the 

human heart. Last week Jesus told us 

"the words that I have spoken to you 

are spirit and life" (John 6:63). Now 

James says God has given us birth by the word 

of truth. We who were washed in the word when 

we were born in the font return to it every 

Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts. 

July & August Schedule of  
 Joint Marin Lutheran &  
  Shepherd of the Hills 
  Ministries 
 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran in Tiburon is 

worshipping each Sunday. 
  

o Pastor Tom will be leading worship 

on July 4th & 25th and August 1st,   

8th & 15th. 

o We’re not sure yet who will be 

leading worship on the other 

Sundays in July and August.  
 

Each Sunday they have a soloist (Kathy 

Bayler or Sibel Demirmen) singing the 

hymns and Richard Stevens (their regular 

accompanist) plays the organ and piano.  
 

Marin Lutheran also worships together each 

Sunday morning at 9:30am BOTH in-person 

and through live online worship (using the 

Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782).  

This is one inclusive service that joins 

together those attending in-person and on 

zoom at the same time. We continue to 

offer worship videos of our Sunday service 

and video devotions on the Marin Lutheran 

YouTube channel. 
 

If you have any 

questions about either  

of these services, call 

Pastor Tom.  

 

 

 



Reconciling in Christ Affirmation of Welcome 
(MLC adopted the following Affirmation of Welcome in 2008 when 
we voted to become Reconciling in Christ. Reconciling Works 
requested that partner organizations update their welcome 
language to include the following words & phrases highlighted in 
blue.  The council voted to do this at their June meeting.) 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love, the people of Marin Lutheran Church invite and 

welcome all, worship and celebrate, teach and learn, serve and share.   

 

We affirm with the apostle Paul that in Christ, "There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is  

no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus."  (Galatians 3:28).  Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness and challenges 

us to be agents of healing within our society.  In that spirit, Marin Lutheran Church 

welcomes all people regardless of age, ethnicity, physical or mental ability, gender identity, 

gender expression, or sexual orientation. All are welcome to fully participate in the life and 

ministry of this congregation. We are committed to promote and support racial equity within 

our congregation, community and the world. 

 
 

COMMUNITY PARTNER UPDATES 
MOC and MIC are two of our 
community partners. Everyone is 
invited and encouraged to participate:  

 
 

Marin Organizing Committee 
(MOC)  

 
MOC is a broad-
based, non-
partisan and 
non-profit 
organization of 

churches, synagogues and non-profits 
located throughout Marin County. 
MOC’s core mission is the building of 
 a power organization through the 
identification, development and 
mentorship of leaders from member 
institutions. 
 
If you are interested in participating, 
or if you have any questions, please 
ask Pastor Tom by text 916-479-3308 
or email: pastortomgable@gmail.com  

 
 

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC)  
 
MIC Monthly Meditation with Ashley Reid 

Wednesday, July 14th from 5:30 – 6:30 pm 

 

An Intimate Conversation with Our Inner Child 
A guided meditation to help create space to listen to 
our inner child. In finding balance within ourselves 
and in the world, often we find ourselves seeking 

clarity, affirmation, and 
connection. By allowing our inner 
child to be heard and included in 
our journeys, we find a balance in 
ourselves and our communities 
that reflect our most authentic 
self.  Please see the MIC website 
for more information. 

 
To join the online meditation, click on this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlG
YWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09 
 

Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to 
MIC online HERE or you may mail in a check to the 
office if you are so moved. 
 

 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
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From the national press . . . 

Millions skipped church during pandemic. Will they return? 
 

By DAVID SHARP 

 

WALDOBORO, Maine (AP) — With millions of 

people having stayed home from places of 

worship during the coronavirus pandemic, 

struggling congregations have one key question: 

How many of them will return?  As the 

pandemic recedes in the United States and in-

person services resume, worries of a deepening 

slide in attendance are universal.  Some houses 

of worship won’t make it. 
 

Smaller organizations with older congregations 

that struggled to adapt during the pandemic are 

in the greatest danger of a downward spiral 

from which they can’t recover, said the Rev. 

Gloria E. White-Hammond, lecturer at the 

Harvard Divinity School and co-pastor of a 

church in Boston. 
 

On the Maine coast, the pandemic proved to be 

the last straw for the 164-year-old Waldoboro 

United Methodist Church.  Even before COVID-

19 swept the world, weekly attendance had 

dipped to 25 or 30 at the white-clapboard New 

England church that could hold several hundred 

worshippers. The number further dwindled to 

five or six before the final service was held 

Sunday, said the Rev. Gregory Foster. 
 

The remaining congregants realized they 

couldn’t continue to maintain the structure, and 

decided to fold the tent, Foster said.  “We can’t 

entirely blame everything on COVID. But that 

was just the final blow. Some people have not 

been back at all,” he said. 
 

In the United States, the latest challenge for 

places of worship comes against a backdrop of a 

decades-long trend of a smaller share of the 

population identifying as religious.  It’s too early  

to know the full impact of the pandemic. 

 

Surveys do show signs of hopefulness — and 

also cause for concern.  About three-quarters of 

Americans who attended religious services in  

person at least monthly before the pandemic 

say they are likely to do so again in the next few 

weeks, according to a recent AP-NORC poll. 

That’s up slightly from the about two-thirds 

who said in May 2020 that they would if they 

were allowed to do so. But 7% said they 

definitely won’t be attending. 
 

Scott McConnell, executive director of 

Nashville-based Lifeway Research, an 

evangelical research firm, says many churches 

lost steam when in-person services shut down.  

“That’s a lot of momentum to lose and a lot of 

people stepping out of the habit” of weekly 

worship, McConnell said. 
 

Those that are successful in reemerging from 

the COVID-19 lockdowns will likely be those 

that did a better job adapting to the pandemic, 

said White-Hammond. Eight in 10 congregants 

in the U.S. reported that their services were 

being streamed online, Pew said.  Those that 

kept a connection with congregants and relied 

less on the physical passing of the plate for 

donations stand a better chance of emerging 

unscathed, White-Hammond said. 
 

In Charlotte, North Carolina, Temple Beth El 

was closed during the pandemic but kept 

congregants in touch through events like 

“challah day.” Volunteers baked over 900 

loaves of the bread, which were delivered to 

homes so worshippers could share them over a 

Shabbat meal. 
 

There will be no returning to “normal” after the 

pandemic, said Rabbi Dusty Klass. “There were 

people who went home and may never come 

back to the sanctuary. They may just pray from 



their couch. It’s up to us to make sure they have 

the opportunity.” 
 

The All Dulles Area Muslim Society, whose main 

campus is in Sterling, Virginia, said some of its 

11 locations have reopened to worshippers with 

safety measures.  “If COVID is gone 100%, I 

firmly believe our community would be fully 

back because people crave ... to be together,” 

said Rizwan Jaka, chair of interfaith and media 

relations. 
 

In San Francisco, the historic Old St. Mary’s 

Cathedral survived when members rebuilt after 

a fire following the 1906 earthquake but it has 

struggled mightily during the pandemic to stay 

open.  The 160-year-old Roman Catholic church, 

which is heavily dependent on older 

worshippers and tourists, lost most of its 

revenue after parishes closed during the 

pandemic. During those “dark hours,” the Rev. 

John Ardis had to dismiss most of the lay staff, 

cut the salary of a priest and close the parish 

preschool.  The plaster is crumbling, the paint is 

peeling off the walls and dozens of its stained-

glass windows need to be replaced.  “But those 

are secondary at the moment,” Ardis said. 

“Because I’m just basically trying to trying to 

keep the doors open.” 
 

Here in New England, any slide could be more 

acute since a smaller proportion of residents 

identify as religious.  In Maine, Judy Grant, 77, 

was a newcomer to Waldoboro who started 

watching the services online and then began 

attending in person.  She’s upset by the closure.  

“I’m extremely disappointed,” she said. “A lot of 

churches are closing. I think COVID had a big 

part in this latest shrinkage, but they were 

shrinking even before that,” she said.   
 

The final service on Sunday was emotional, with 

both smiles and tears, as nearly 60 gathered in 

the sanctuary. Foster preached about new 

beginnings and encouraged people to continue 

their faith.  Afterward, people began removing 

some of the church’s contents, including 

religious paintings, some furniture, and other 

items.  Grant said some hope the building will 

come alive again with a new congregation: “We 

have to be positive — and pray.” 

 

 
 

What about Marin Lutheran? 
 

Will our members come back after the pandemic?   Do people “crave to be together” or will many 

decide they’d rather spend their time some other way?  Will online prayer and worship meet 

people’s spiritual needs just as easily as worshiping together with others in a church building?  
  
These are important—and somewhat scary—questions, as Marin Lutheran approaches its 75th 

anniversary.  Council has discussed the theme or focus of our anniversary celebration being looking 

forward to MLC’s next 75 years, as we celebrate the last 75 years.  This is a wonderful vision. 

However, as we emerge from our 14-month pandemic-imposed virtual adventure and now 

transition into a new hybrid of in-person and online worship, our horizon might be closer.  What will 

Marin Lutheran, and its worship services, look like in 6-months, a year, two years?  Will our pews be 

full?  Will we still be online? 
 

What do you think?  What do you like about Marin Lutheran, what are you optimistic about, what 

are you afraid of?  Do you like what we’ve been doing?  What would you like to see us doing?  



JULY 2021 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 July 4
th

       July 11
th

   July 18
th

   July 25
th

   

READINGS 
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

Mark 6:1-13 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

Mark 6:14-29 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 

John 6:1-21 

GREETER     

9:30AM Barbara Bischoff Marie Jacobs Cathy Bedilion Sandy Seeger 

     

USHER     

9:30AM Carol Cunliffe Ron Jacobs Jim Bedilion Tom Schmidt 

     

ACOLYTE     

9:30AM     

     

LECTOR     

9:30AM Rich Myhre Karen Clinton Michele Jacobs John Lacy 

     

ALM     

9:30AM Betsy McCormick Kathy Bayler Paul Davis Yvonne Weidmann 

     

COMM 

ASSIST 
    

9:30AM     

     

SOUND/VIDEO     

9:30AM 
John Bischoff 

Jim Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Jim Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Jim Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Jim Kamphoefner 

     

COUNTERS     

9:30AM Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Kamphoefner 

     

COFFEE HOUR     

9:30AM  Karen Clinton Jane McKenzie Sandy Seeger 

     

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

     

FLOWERS Houts/Rosendahls    

 



AUGUST 2021 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 August 1st  August 8th  August 15th  August 22nd  August 29th   

 READINGS 
2 Samuel 11:26—

12:13a 

John 6:24-35 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 

15, 31-33 

John 6:35, 41-51 

Isaiah 61:7-11 

Luke 1:46-55 

1 Kings 8:[1, 6, 10-

11] 22-30, 41-43 

John 6:56-69 

Song of Solomon 

2:8-13 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 

21-23 

GREETER      

9:30AM MC Houts Lorri Reinders Erna Randig Marie Jacobs Cheri Houts 

      

USHER      

9:30AM Michael Rosendahl Jeff Reinders Rick West Ron Jacobs Michael Houts 

      

ACOLYTE      

9:30AM      

      

LECTOR      

9:30AM Emily Rosendahl Tom Schmidt Rebecca Shunk Tricia Freidman Jeff Reinders 

      

ALM      

9:30AM Kathy Bayler Susan Morrow Betsy McCormick Yvonne Weidmann Paul Davis 

      

COMM 

ASSIST 
     

9:30AM      

      

SOUND/VIDEO      

9:30AM 
John Bischoff 

Jim Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Jim Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Jim Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Jim Kamphoefner 

John Bischoff 

Jim Kamphoefner 

      

COUNTERS      

9:30AM Kamphoefner Reinders Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Reinders 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:30AM Houts/Rosendahl Reinders Rebecca Shunk Susan Morrow Jane McKenzie 

      

ALTAR GUILD      

      

FLOWERS  Susan Morrow    

 


