IN-PERSON WORSHIP RESUMES,
and continues on Zoom—4159243782,
ON SUNDAY, JUNE 20TH AT 9:30 AM!
Yes, it’s finally come! We are resuming in-person worship on June 20th with a single
worship service at 9:30 am Sunday morning. You will be welcome to sit on the patio, in
the sanctuary, or you can attend from your home—joining the service through Zoom. In
addition, if you are unable to join at 9:30 am on Sunday, a recording of the service will
be posted on our YouTube Channel on the afternoon of the 20th. For this first service we
ask that everyone worshipping in-person be masked and socially distanced—whether
outside or in the sanctuary. Along with a live prelude and postlude there will be prerecorded hymns and songs.
As we transition from Zoom and pre-recorded worship services to in-person, zoom and
recorded worship there are a few goals we have in mind:
1. We will strive to help everyone, those Zooming and those in-person, feel a part
of the Sunday morning worshiping community by enabling those who are
Zooming to hear and see all participants in worship.
2. By enabling those in the sanctuary to see and hear people who are participating
through Zoom.
3. By recording the service for later posting so that those unable to join Sunday
morning can view the service later on YouTube.
Of course, this will be a work in progress as we learn to be more and more inclusive and
welcoming of all people—whether in-person or on Zoom. May God continue to guide
and lead us in this time of transition as God led us through the abrupt transition to
Zoom and recorded worship beginning March 22, 2020.
See you in worship!

Pastor Tom

Worship in June
June 6th
A house divided against
itself cannot stand.
Jesus makes this
observation in light
of charges that he is
possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon,
but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received
the Holy Spirit through baptism have been
joined to Christ's death and resurrection and
knit together in the body of Christ. Those with
whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus'
family. With them we go forth in peace to do
the will of God.
June 13th
The mustard seed becomes
a great shrub that shelters
the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life.
We'd expect a cedar or a
sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged
in a tiny, no-account seed. It's not the way we
expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life
is here, in the cross around which we gather,
the tree into which we are grafted through
baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its
fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all
that impressive, but while nobody's looking it
grows with a power beyond our understanding.

June 20th
Now is the acceptable time;
now is the day of salvation!
Now we are in the storm,
the boat almost swamped;
but Jesus is here now, and
when we call him, he will
calm the storm. Even the
wind and waves listen to him as they would to
their creator. We also listen to him and are
called to believe in the power of God's word in
him, a power greater than all that we fear.
June 27th
A woman finds healing by touching Jesus'
cloak, and a girl is restored to life when he
takes her by the hand. In both cases a boundary
is crossed: in Jesus' time the hemorrhaging
woman was considered ritually unclean,
polluting others by her touch, and anyone who
touched a corpse also became unclean. In
Mark's gospel Jesus breaks down barriers,
from his first meal at a tax collector's house
to his last breath on the
cross as the temple
curtain is torn in two.
We dare to touch Jesus
in our "uncleanness"
& to live as a community
that defines no one as
an outsider.

Wednesday Evening Prayer Services
Beginning Wednesday June 2nd through July 7th at 7:00pm, we will hold a beautiful prayer service on
Zoom. For the Healing of the Nations, lasts approximately 20 minutes. Join us at the end of your
day, to relax, reflect and rejuvenate you soul.

Worship & Music
Happy June everyone,
We have great news to share. Finally, after so many months of Zoom
and YouTube worship, we will be able to gather together for worship
on June 20. The doors and windows will be wide open for ventilation,
we will have seating indoors and on the patio (bring a hat or umbrella
for the sun), and at least for the first time, we request everyone to be
masked, even if they are outside.
Our goal is to also have the Zoom service running at the same time. This requires a lot of work,
so let’s hope it can be done. John Bischoff is leading the effort to get our technology know-how
and equipment in sync.
Robert Allen will be providing the music for us, as Laura will be taking a much-needed vacation
from June 1 to August 2. Andrei will also be taking time off from mid-June through July. They
have put in many hours to help lead us in our worship, and it is good they will have some rest
time. We will miss them both, but we have very talented people to step in.
Some aspects of the worship still need to be worked out, such as singing and congregational
participation, but this is a great first step. We want everyone to feel comfortable returning, so we
will make sure we will be following the guidelines given to us.
See you in church!

Carol Cunliffe
Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
Shepherd of the Hills holds in-person, indoors worship each Sunday. This Worship
Service is open to all Marin Lutheran folks—and everyone! For the month of June:
o Pastor Kathryn will lead worship on 6/6 & 6/13 at 11:30 am, and
o Pastor Tom will lead worship on 6/20 & 6/23 at 11 am.
We follow all of the health rules for safe gatherings: Social distancing, no singing or speaking
together, and celebrating Holy Communion with prepackaged communion sets. A soloist (Kathy
Bayler or Sibel Demirmen) sings, & Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays the piano.
Marin Lutheran also continues to worship together on Sunday mornings at 9:30am through live
online Worship Services (using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782). On June 20th,
MLC will add In-Person service held in the sanctuary and on the patio to our Sunday morning
Zoom service at 9:30 am. This will be one combined service that is both in-person and on
Zoom at the same time. We will continue to offer worship videos of our Sunday service and
video devotions on the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel.

Social Action
Starting May 30-June 27, Social Action will be sponsoring a
food drive for the SF/Marin Food Bank. Donations can be
placed outside or inside the narthex in the identified storage
bins. Donations of non-perishable foods, cans, boxes, packages
are really needed to support the ever increasing food insecure in
our county. This has severely increased during the pandemic
with related loss of income, housing and survival funds.
Also, if you have an interest in volunteering at the food bank, there are all kinds of
opportunities at the many pop up pantries, warehouses in SF and Marin, gift box
assembly, stocking the onsite "grocery store" at the warehouses, home delivery,
etc. Just go online at sfmarinfoodbank.org, then "get involved" then "volunteer." The
website explains all the opportunities, how to volunteer, the orientation process,
etc. You get to work with very fun and committed people, and each opportunity has
covid precaution rules for a safe working environment.
The team is also looking forward to the end of summer "Back
to School Backpack Drive." It is never too early to be on the
lookout for needed items. We still have all the new backpacks
in storage because of last year's school shutdown but we will
still be needing the following items to ready the children for
return to classes. Those items include binders (lg. & small),
tabbed dividers, zip pouches, #2 pencils, erasers, colored
pencils/pens, glue sticks, index cards, rulers, staplers, small
safety scissors, markers, crayons, highlighters, pocket folders,
spiral subject notebooks, and lined paper. We will begin the school supply drive after
the food bank drive is completed. After such a difficult year, all homeless and at-risk
kids will be needing the uplift of starting school with a brand new, well-stocked
backpack.
The team will be assembling meal bags for church members to give to needy people that
we all come in contact with in our community. The bags contain a healthy snack,
protein source, soup/canned or packaged meal,
disposable utensils, wipe. The bags will be placed on a
table in the narthex for our first in-person church service
on 6/20. Members are encouraged to take bags and store
them for easy access and give them to any in need.
Sandy Seeger

Stewardship
As described in last month’s article, our Stewardship theme and logo for 2021
are centered around the three focus areas of RETURN, RENEW, RECONNECT.
MLC is planning on getting back together in our church building starting June 20 th – Father’s
Day. As Ann mentioned, there is a lot of experimenting going on to determine how we can use
our sound system, laptops, phones, and our outdoor speaker to try to accommodate all three
venues – Sanctuary, Patio and Zoom. Expect a “kaizen” continuous improvement approach and
have patience as we learn and improve. I’m sure the rules from the city, county, state and CDC
will be lots of fun to track too.
I was thinking that there will be adjustments here: no more rolling out of bed, walking the dog,
making coffee and enjoying it during worship to name just a few. But the ability to see people
in the flesh, have communion together and maybe grab coffee hour goodies will be very
welcome. The dog will just have to have her walk a little earlier.
For a Spring Forward project, we are planning a surprise and for that we need input from you
by answering the following two little questions:
1. When you think about MLC in the coming months what 3 (or more or fewer) discrete /
standalone words come to mind or describe what are you looking forward to when
thinking of the following 3 stewardship theme words:
a. RETURN: Word 1____________________. Word 2______________________.
Word 3 _____________________.
b. RENEW: Word 1_______________________. Word 2______________________.
Word 3 _____________________.
c. RECONNECT: Word 1___________________. Word 2______________________.
Word 3 _____________________.
2. Considering Stewardship and what you can do for MLC and our community, county and
world, what are the 3 (or more or fewer) discrete / standalone words that best describe
what you are looking forward to doing or participating in for the rest of 2021:
a. Word 1______________. Word 2_____________. Word 3 ________________.
For example, when considering RETURN, you might say hugs, communion, coffee hour…….
Please send your word selections to me at jabischoff@gmail.com or to
marinlutheran@sbcglobal.net and they will be forwarded to me.
Thanks to all of you! We seem to have made it to the end of the pandemic tunnel!
Bless us all!

John Bischoff

MLC NOTEBOOK
Baby News

June Celebrations

The West/O’Brien
families share the
news of the birth of
Theodore Richard
O’Brien on May
10th. Joanna reports
that he is “healthy,
happy and has the
lungs of a future
choir member!” (We’ll happily sign him
up right now for choir.) Congratulations
to mom & dad and congratulations to
Rick and Susan West on the birth of
their first grandchild! He is a very
handsome boy!

Birthdays
1
Cheri Houts
Cooper Jacobs
3
Jeanne Burt
4
Anna Seeger
6
Haakon Lacy
7
Rob Zlatunich
13
Sarah Chan
16
Chloe Jacobs
21
Barbara Bischoff
Rick West
22
Susan West
26
Seth Kamphoefner
28
Meggie Rosendahl

Appreciation & Thanks!
In Carol’s W&M article, she noted that
both Andrei & Laura would be taking
vacations this summer. They have
worked non-stop for well over a year,
so their breaks are well-deserved and
overdue.
In addition, our choir members have
been singing and recording songs and
anthems without a break since January
of 2020. After June 20th, (the last service
they will be recording music for) they
will also get a much deserved break
through August.
We don’t have the
words to express
how grateful we are
to ALL these individuals
who kept our Sunday
mornings (and some
Wednesday evenings) alive
and filled with music! Thank
you, Thank you, Thank you!

Anniversaries
18
Mette & Bob Wong
26
Lindsey & Travis Theobald

Sanctuary Flowers
Now that in-person services are
beginning, we will again be asking for
folks to provide the flowers for the
sanctuary each Sunday. The sign-up
sheet will be posted in the narthex on
June 20th. Please put your name by a
Sunday(s) you’d like to bring the
flowers. This can be to honor a special
occasion or “just because.” We ask that
you include what you would like the
dedication to be when you sign-up.

More Graduates
In addition to those recognized on the
following page, we have three youth
transitioning from middle to high
schools. Rose Dalager, Ryder Field &
Giorgia Stankus. Rose leaves Mill
Valley Middle School, moving to Tam
High & Giorgia moves from Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School to
Campolindo High School in Moraga.

Graduates
This year’s graduates had to deal with
a huge lifestyle change because of the
pandemic. From schools being closed
at the end of their junior year to
beginning complete online [remote]
learning to a hybrid learning model,
to returning to in-person classes with
restrictions in their senior year . . .
they have experienced it all!
KUDOS to them
for overcoming all
the obstacles, and
CONGRATULATIONS!
COLLEGE
Elliot Shanks graduates from UC Santa
Cruz with a BA in Business Management
Economics and a BA in Psychology.
Following graduation, the job search
begins for him.
Nik Gable has the credits to graduate
from Pacific Lutheran University with
a double major in religion and
philosophy. Because of the pandemic,
PLU offered seniors the opportunity to
take another year of classes, tuition
free, to pursue further study. Nik
decided to do this and hopes to earn a
minor in history by graduation 2022.
HIGH SCHOOL
Sasha Grams graduates from Redwood.
She took complete advantage of the
remote learning year to pursue her
passions – gardening and cooking. Her
parents were on the receiving end of
countless delicious dinners! She also
fostered kittens for the Marin Humane
Society and worked at a local café.

This fall Sasha heads to Colorado State
University’s Warner College of Natural
Resources in Fort Collins, Colorado to
follow her longtime dream of studying
Wildlife and Conservation Biology.
Hiking in the Rockies is in Anke & Tom’s
future.
Sophie Zlatunich will also be a
Redwood grad this spring. After a
thorough search (per her father) Sophie
decided that Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo
was a good fit for her to major in
microbiology. College visits will be
easy for Carol & Rob as Luke will be a
senior at Cal Poly.
Isaiah Clark-Hexter graduates from
Tam High. He has been coaching flag
football in the summers, and will do
that again this summer. In the fall he
heads to Portland Community College.
He is interested in Culinary Arts.
Leif Lacy will graduate from Archie
Williams High. Don’t know that school?
Formerly, Drake! He’s looking forward
to a short surfing trip with friends and
then it’s directly to UC Santa Barbara.
He’s playing men’s varsity water polo
and they practice ALL summer. Oh,
and equally important to his parents
perhaps, he will be studying in the
college of liberal arts, exploring his
interests.
James Myhre graduates from Marin
Catholic High School. He will be
spending the month of June in Hawaii
with Carolyn: a very good way to
unwind following high school. As he
can go no further west, James is
headed south in the fall to UCLA. He’s
interested in business economics but
he’ll see if that’s the direction he’ll
stay on.

Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly Recap
The 33rd Annual Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America was held online May 6-8, 2021. Pastor Gable,
Jim Kamphoefner, and I were the delegates to the Assembly representing
Marin Lutheran Church. There were a total of 505 clergy and lay delegates
participating as representatives of the nearly 200 congregations in Northern
California and Northern Nevada that are included in the Synod.
To comply with Covid 19 safety protocols the Assembly was held online using Zoom and the
Lumiglobal voting system. Although there were nearly fourteen hours of Zoom sessions and a
considerable number of online votes, the process was very well organized.
The main item of business this year was the election of a new bishop. Bishop Mark Holmerud,
our current bishop, was to end his term last year. However because of COVID-19 an Assembly
was not held in 2020. Bishop Holmerud had graciously offered to serve another year until a
new Bishop could be elected.
Election of a bishop is a call process that began with nine prospective nominees. Each of the
nominees had an opportunity to speak to the assembly after which a vote was taken. The persons
with the highest number of votes had an opportunity to address the Assembly again
and subsequent votes were taken until the final vote when two candidates remained.
The Bishop-elect is the Rev. Dr. Megan Rohrer. Rev. Dr. Rohrer is currently Pastor of Grace
Lutheran Church in San Francisco and Chaplain for the San Francisco Police Department.
In addition to electing a bishop, the Assembly elected the Synod Secretary, Synod Council, and
voting members to the 2022 Churchwide Assembly. A resolution to modify the salary and
compensation guidelines for family leave to 12 weeks from 6 weeks for the birth or adoption of
a child and a resolution setting salary guidelines for pastors and for pulpit supply were passed.
The proposed Synod Budget was also approved.
More information about the Sierra Pacific Synod as well as more details about the 33rd
Assembly are available at www.spselca.org.
I enjoyed serving as a delegate to the Assembly and I appreciate the Church Council trusting me
to represent Marin Lutheran Church.

Dale Miller

A message from our Bishop elect –
Grace and peace to you, the Sierra Pacific Synod.
For those who do not know me, I am the Rev. Dr. Megan Rohrer (they/them),
Bishop-elect. For 12 years, I served as the executive director of a non-profit that
cared for the homeless and hungry in San Francisco, with calls from four Lutheran

congregations: Santa Maria y Santa Marta, St. Francis, Christ Church and
herchurch. I was also called to St. Aidan’s Episcopal church to create progressive
worship experiences that would both help to heal the trauma of individuals who
have been harmed by the church and enable folk to become comfortable with
traditional liturgy.
I currently serve as the pastor of Grace Lutheran in San Francisco helping a small
but mighty congregation diversify their income and live out their faith in public
ways. I also work for the San Francisco Police Department as their community
chaplain coordinator. I am currently in the process of transitioning out of these
roles in order to be ready to serve you and our beloved Lutheran church in the role
of Bishop, beginning July 1st.
The days that followed my election as your new Bishop have been a bit of a
whirlwind of the Holy Spirit, full of lots of media interviews or as I like to call it,
evangelism. I have received thousands upon thousands of messages from
individuals congratulating me and expressing how your election of me has inspired
people around the globe. Thank you to everyone who reached out to share
greetings, prayers and well wishes.
A number of individuals have also reached out to extend invitations to visit or
worship with you. Due to the volume of emails I’m currently receiving, I have
created a google form to help organize requests for visits. You may fill the form out
at any time, but please remember that my service as Bishop does not begin until
July 1st.
A few individuals have also reached out with questions about what it means that I
am trans. As a part of my pastoral ethics, I do not answer personal questions about
my body or medical choices. But, for those who are interested in resources about
LGBTQ issues and terminology, I recommend the resources provided at
Reconciling Works.
I am humbled and inspired by the opportunity you have given me to be your next
bishop. Until then, please pray for me and my family: my wife Laurel (she/her),
Dominique, 8 (they/them) and Makayla, 7 (she/her). We look forward to praying,
worshiping and sharing some of our favorite stories about Jesus very soon.
Blessings,

Rev. Dr. Megan Rohrer

Marin Lutheran Church Women
Bible Study – Summer BONUS!
Normally, the summer months are for independent study. This summer, Pastor Tom is gifting us a bonus – he will
lead our monthly bible study through August on Zoom. In September we will resume in-person, lay-led, Bible study.
Thursday, June 3rd at 10:00am on Zoom, led by Pastor Tom (Zoom ID: 4159243782)
Session 1, Just Wisdom, delves into how God can open our hearts and
minds to a spiritual understanding that is not bound by our human
comprehension. Just Wisdom comes to us through reverence for our
awesome God. Our key verse for the first session informs us: “The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). Together we will
consider our faithful response to Wisdom’s invitation.
June begins the three-part Gather Bible study, “Just love part 2: Just L.I.F.E. (Liberation Is For
Everyone!)” by Angela !Khabeb. This Bible study series is inspired, in part, by Jesus’ proclamations:
“If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36), and “I came that they might have
life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).
 Session 2, July 1st explores Just Truth
 Session 3, August 5th looks at Just Hope
Serve & Share
Our quilt group returns in person this month! Join us Thursday, June 17th at
10:00am in the church conference room.
Looking forward to being together again!
Jane McKenzie

Council Highlights – May Meeting
Council met on Zoom on May 10th.






The Semi-Annual Congregational
Meeting will be held on Sunday,
6/13 at 10:30am on Zoom. The
main agenda item is formation of a
Nominating Committee.
April giving was below ministry plan
by approximately $5,000. With the
poor giving month in January, we
are behind in our giving by more
than $12,000 for the first four
months of the year.
The majority of the meeting was
spent discussing re-opening for
in-person worship. We will hold a
service in the church/patio on June
20th at 9:30am.

Denise Halloran

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
God in America explores the tumultuous 400-year history of the intersection of
religion and public life in America, from the first European settlements to the
2008 presidential election. This six-hour series examines how religious dissidents
helped shape the American concept of religious liberty and the controversial
evolution of that ideal in the nation's courts and political arena; how religious
freedom and waves of new immigrants and religious revivals fueled competition
in the religious marketplace; how movements for social reform -- from abolition
to civil rights -- galvanized men and women to put their faith into political action;
and how religious faith influenced conflicts from the American Revolution to the
Cold War. This month we conclude this study.
Unless something (study topic) comes up in the interim, we will resume Sunday morning adult
education in September.
Upcoming Class Schedule: Class will be held on Zoom (Meeting ID: 4159243782)

Sunday
June 6th

Title

Notes

The ‘90s: A New Wave of Immigrants,
A Backlash on Mixing Faith and Politics &
A New Political Consensus on Religion?
Thanks everyone for participating in this study of God in America!
We will continue Sunday morning classes in September
GIA: Of God and Caesar, Part II

Confirmation Ministry
Our Confirmation Ministry classes finished up last month. We will begin our next series of
classes in August and continuing through the fall. Thank you to our students this past year
and a half for continuing in confirmation on Zoom: Robert, Rose, Ryder and Sami.

COMMUNITY PARTNER UPDATES
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to
participate:

MARIN INTERFAITH COUNCIL (MIC)
Last month MIC held its Annual Prayer Breakfast. If you missed the
opportunity to attend and would like to watch the presentations, please go
to YouTube. The prayer breakfast celebrated the National Day of Prayer on
May 4th with three speakers: The Rev. Ineda Adesanya, Sylvia Boorstein and
Rabbi Paul Steinberg. The Theme was "Where Do We Go from Here?” Here
is a link to the recording: https://youtu.be/-TBi8N-rlO0
MIC Monthly Meditation with Annie Jorgensen
Every second Wednesday of the month, a leader from a different spiritual community will offer
a meditation or spiritual practice and explain how it flows from the basic tenets of his/her faith
tradition. Each gathering will include time for questions and insights that emerge from our
shared time of intentional spiritual practice.

Wednesday, June 9th, 5:30 – 6:30 pm
Rabbi Shreibman is a retired Professor of Religion and Philosophy, and
former MIC Board Member. He previously taught at Dominican University
and CSU Sonoma State, where he helped start their Jewish Studies program
in 2010. He brings wisdom, humor, and passion to his work. His enthusiasm
for his chosen academic pursuits, rabbinic work and student-centered
approach is contagious.
To join the online meditation with video, click on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09

MARIN ORGANIZING COMMITTEE (MOC)
We are encouraged to take part in a
very important state-wide action on
the first Thursday in June—the 3rd
at 6 pm. See the image for details
and click on the link below to
register for the event. We need as
many people to attend as possible
to show our elected leaders how
important this is for our
communities.
For those interested in learning
more about organizing, there is a
brand new podcast called, Listen,
Organize, Act! Hosted by Luke
Bretherton, the podcast focuses on
the history and contemporary
practice of community organizing,
democratic politics, and
transformational change. It is a
collaboration between the
Industrial Areas Foundation, Duke
Divinity School, and the Keenan
Institute for Ethics at Duke
University.
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of
churches, synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin
County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power organization
through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions.
If you are interested in participating, or if you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom
(pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 916-479-3308).

