In an opinion piece in the New York Times (4/2: “The Unsettling Power of Easter”), Esau
McCaulley writes, “As we leave the tombs of quarantine, a return to normal would be a
disaster unless we recognize that we are going back to a world desperately in need of healing. For
me, the source of that healing is an empty tomb in Jerusalem. The work that Jesus left his
followers to do includes showing compassion and forgiveness and contending for a just society. It
involves the ever-present offer for all to begin again.”
Easter Sunday of all days, following our festival worship, I drove to the Oakland
Coliseum. With my driver’s side door slightly ajar, a very nice gentleman reached in
and poked my upper arm with a vaccine shot. Immediately I felt a measure of relief, a
small volume of euphoria even.
But the relief and joy soon dissipated. I became hesitant. Maybe it’s because I’m afraid
that when I leave the tomb of quarantine I will just lapse back into a “pre-pandemic
normal.” And that would be a disaster. You see, I’ve changed, and the world has
changed.
The messenger of God, however, assures us, as he assured the women at the empty
tomb: “Don’t be afraid…. Go…[for] Jesus is going... ahead of you.”
Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! Christ will indeed go ahead of us as we
slowly leave the tombs of quarantine to show compassion and contend for a more just
society.
Peace,

Pastor Tom

April Council Highlights


Holden Evening Prayer will commence on Wednesday
evenings at 6:30PM throughout the season of Easter



June 13, Semi Annual Meeting to elect Nominating
Committee



Reviewed Worship survey results



Father’s Day, June 20 planning to open church doors inside and outside for inperson and Zoom service, with restricted numbers.

The April Council meeting focused mainly
on discussion from the results of the worship
survey. Many comments of appreciation and thanks for the wonderful job MLC and
all that have made it possible for Zoom/YouTube worship. Pastor Tom, Bev, Andrei,
Laura, musicians, choir members, readers and production team of Pastor, Bev, Andrei,
Barbara, Jim and John. We never missed one Sunday of worship.
With the rapid increase of vaccinations, we are all feeling more comfortable to gather
together. We also recognize that it is wonderful to see many former members and
friends who have moved away or prefer to stay home and be a part of the Zoom
worship. To that end, we are hoping to “open the doors” to both indoor and outdoor
seating on Father’s Day, June 20th. Pastor Tom will lead the service from his laptop and
the sound for the in person worshippers will come through the sound board. An
iPhone will capture those seated in the sanctuary. If all works, the power point of slides
with wonderful photos will be projected on the screen. When it comes time to “share
the peace”, the Zoom worshippers will be shared on the screen so we can “see” each
other. We will then discontinue the pre-recorded YouTube service.
Pastor Tom and John Bischoff have begun looking at options and testing our WiFi,
bandwidth capabilities. Moving forward, we will definitely need more tech support on
Sunday mornings.
Please keep Pastor Tom, Jim Kamphoefner and Dale Miller in your prayers as they
represent us at the Synod Assembly and election of a new Bishop, May 6-8. If you’re
interested in the Synod business, visitors are welcome and you will not be seen or
heard.
On behalf of Council,

Ann Marymor

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
God in America explores the tumultuous 400-year history of the intersection of
religion and public life in America, from the first European settlements to the
2008 presidential election. This six-hour series examines how religious
dissidents helped shape the American concept of religious liberty and the
controversial evolution of that ideal in the nation's courts and political arena;
how religious freedom and waves of new immigrants and religious revivals
fueled competition in the religious marketplace; how movements for social
reform -- from abolition to civil rights -- galvanized men and women to put
their faith into political action; and how religious faith influenced conflicts from
the American Revolution to the Cold War.
For a more detailed description of the series, including a study guide and additional features and
interviews, checkout the PBS website: God in America
Upcoming Class Schedule: Classes will be on Zoom (Meeting ID: 4159243782)

Sunday
May 2nd
May 9th & 16th
May 23rd

May 30th

June 6th

Title

Notes

The Cold War’s Merging of faith and
Patriotism, The Battle Over Prayer in
GIA: Soul of a Nation Part I
Public Schools, Religion Fuels the Civil
Rights Movement
NO Class
JFK Reignites the Church-State Issue,
GIA: Soul of a Nation Part II
Martin Luther King’s Powerful
Exhortation, and King’s Political Power
Conservative Protestants Get
Politicized, Reverend Falwell’s “Moral
GIA: Of God and Caesar, Part I
Majority,” President Reagan and the
Christian Right,
The ‘90s: A New Wave of Immigrants, A
GIA: Of God and Caesar, Part II
Backlash on Mixing Faith and Politics &
A New Political Consensus on Religion?

To Contact Pastor Tom:
Our Confirmation Ministry finishes up toward the end of
this month with our last class on Sunday, May 23rd from
5 pm to 5:45. This month we are continuing through our
three-year curriculum as we move deeper into studying
Luther’s Small Catechism. Until further notice we’ll
continue meeting on Zoom—meeting ID: 4159243782.
Please keep in your prayers our students, Robert, Rose,
Ryder and Sami.

Text or Call Pastor Tom on his
cell phone at 916-479-3308
Call Pastor Tom at the office
415-924-3782 ext. 11
Email Pastor Tom at
Pastortomgable@gmail.com

SOCIAL ACTION
Bountiful Burrito Bake
Many thanks to all committee members and friends who came to our Parish Hall on
Saturday, April 24th to pitch in with this cherished annual tradition. One hundred fifty-four
breakfast burritos were assembled and delivered to the Brown House and Wayfarers sites in San
Rafael. It was glorious to be able to gather together in this meaningful fellowship experience!

Jim

Sandy, Rob, Cathie

Blanche, Cathy, Faith, Cheri, Line,
Barbara, Marsha, (MC –photographer)

Update on Project Homekey
Conversations have continued with Project Homekey representatives about how we at
Marin Lutheran can best welcome and be of service to our new neighbors in the transitional
housing site, formerly a motel, on Casa Buena Drive. Social Action is currently in contact with
project administrators about the possibility of providing a number of bicycles for the residents’
local travel needs. We will reach out to our congregation for help as details emerge.

Food Bank Drive
Times remain socially and economically challenging for many in the Bay Area, and food
insecurity has not diminished. Our next collection is scheduled to begin May 30th and conclude on
June 20th. High-protein canned and jarred goods are most appreciated, as are canned vegetables,
fruits, protein bars and other nonperishable items. When the collection dates roll around, please
drop any donations off in the Narthex, or in the bin outside the front door.

PLTS
Our most recent food bank drive was for the pantry at the Pacific Lutheran Theological
Seminary (PLTS). It included gift cards for Trader Joe’s. Please see below letters of thanks sent to
us by two of the seminary students there -- always remember how far our congregation’s gifts go,
and how much they mean to the recipients!
Hello Marin Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for the gift cards, to me and to my classmates! Trader Joe’s is a less than fiveminute walk away from our apartment building and has been a place of comfort to me during the
pandemic.

I really appreciate the extra funds as finances are getting tighter lately and as finals
approach. It makes me feel a sense of relief and also warmth inside, knowing that this gift comes
from someone’s caring idea and then a community working to make it happen.
Peace & Gratitude,
Julie Gerrish, PLTS Second-Year student
Dear leaders and members of Marin Lutheran Chruch,
Thank you for your generous support to our seminarians,
we are so loved. Your gifts mean a lot to us in our journeys at the
seminary. We are so happy. Your faithfulness will continue to
shine. We will learn and study faithfully to serve in the future and
pass on the faithful actions of generosity. Words cannot express
enough my gratitude.
Peace & blessings,
Evangelore Dai, 3rd yr. of MDIV, PLTS

Mary Creigh Houts
Marin Lutheran Church Women
Bible Study:
Thursday, May 6th at 10:00am on Zoom: Led by Pastor Tom
The journey of generations. Waiting to be unwrapped.
In this devotional, we will look at the shared blessings that intergenerational
relationships might bring. There will be scripture passages to guide us, stories that
might spark your own recollections, and questions for your reflection.
Serve & Share:
Plans are to resume quilt ministry in person at church June, July and August.
Stay tuned . . .
Questions?? To Jane
Jane McKenzie

MAY CELEBRATIONS
Anniversaries

Birthdays
3
6
10
15
17

Joshua Weidmann
Lorri Reinders
Josie Chan
Lois Errante
Michele Jacobs
Jonathan Bayler

22
27
28
30

Travis Theobald
Rich Myhre
Brian Houts
Luke Zlatunich
Yvonne Weidmann
Ryder Field

11
12
21
31

Eun-Shil & Pastor
Chung-Woo Kim
Karen & Ted Peters
Betsy McCormick &
Paul Davis
Sandy & Rod Seeger

NOTEBOOK

Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly

Deepest Sympathy

Dale Miller, Jim Kamphoefner and Pr.
Tom will be attending the assembly this
year (remotely). If interested, you will be
able to watch it live streamed by going to
www.spselca.org/assembly/ and clicking
on the “YouTube” link. Schedule:
 Thurs, May 6: 6:30 – 8:30pm
 Fri, May 7: 10:00am – 3:30pm
 Sat, May 8: 10:00am – 4:00pm
The agenda is full, but a very important item
will be the election of a new bishop.

Jon Rolien passed away on March 30th, two
days shy of his 86th birthday. Jon had broken
his hip early in March. He was in rehab and
his hip was mending well, but Jean, Jon's
wife, believes he lost his will to recover yet
again from a major health setback. He had
overcome some serious health issues in recent
years. Heartfelt sympathy
is extended to Jean, their
children, Karri & Scott and
families.
We extend our condolences
to the family of Gisela
Niedzwetzki following
her death. Gisela had been
diagnosed with non-operable lung cancer
close to a year ago. She lived at Alma Via
in Terra Linda and prior to the pandemic
enjoyed visits from Pastor Tom and Sandy
S. We are grateful that Gisela's son was able
to be present with her in the final days.

Congratulations to Susan Morrow a first time
grandmother and to Margaret Rosano and
Ari van Schilfgaarde
on the birth of their
son, Theo! He was
born on April 11th,
weighing 7lbs 8oz
(and he was almost
3 weeks early).
He’s precious!

Gardening
Gardening day at church:
Saturday, May 1st from
9:00am to 12noon.
Come for any portion of
the morning to lend a
helping hand. Weeding,
trimming, removing plants
that have died are all tasks that can
be done. Often, one or more of our
“gardeners” are present to give us
guidance, but sometimes they are not able
to participate. If this is the case, feel free
to identify something that needs to be
done, and dig (so to speak) right in! Your
help will be greatly appreciated. If you are
able to bring gardening gloves and tools,
it’s a bonus!
With the rain (unfortunately) behind us, we
will plan to schedule a gardening day the
first Saturday of each month. We hope to
keep the grounds looking trim this way.
Thank you!

Stewardship
Last month I mentioned we were working on a graphic to go with our
Stewardship theme of RETURN, RENEW, RECONNECT. Well, here it is!
We’ll use this as a centering point throughout the year. The heart
theme is important to illustrate how we feel about our worship place
and our fellow friends and members of MLC.
The good news is, with the status of Marin County in the pandemic improving, council and the
Worship and Music Team are thinking the return part of this in the near future. We’ll be doing
our best to come up with the gadgets and techniques we can use to include indoor, outdoor,
and zoom people. Ultimately, the objective is to include as many friends and members as
possible including continuing to use some of our new outreach tools that came out of the
pandemic. Don’t be surprised if there are a few glitches. It will take some technical and
aesthetic ingenuity, but we can do it step by step. I suspect we will need more hands to run
and monitor the service and that it will improve over time. SO, if you have experience with live
streaming and zoom and media / sound OR NOT, we’ll be needing those hands!
This week’s sermon when Pastor Tom mentioned Jesus asking for some food, I finally found a
starting point for this month’s article. FOOD.
Consider these two descriptions of steak and potatoes:
STEAK AND POTATOES
French Laundry
Charcoal Grilled Japanese Wagyu,
La Ratte Potato Purée, “Pommes Maxim’s”
and Garlic Chive Glaze
( $100.00 supplement)

Grubstake Diner
8 oz Prime steak with home fries & veggies

We’ve all seen those elaborate menu descriptions in all kinds of restaurants, but I thought the
French Laundry would have pretty much the ultimate ones. You can call that the fancy version.
Looking around for another less pretentious description of steak and potatoes, I found the
description on the right from Grubstake Diner. You could call that the plain and simple version.
Food presents us with an infinite variety of presentations, tastes, paring combinations and
preparation methods. If you think about stewardship service to your church and the MLC
community of friends and members in a similar way, the conclusion is there are many ways to
participate limited only by your imagination.
Whether you are the “fancy version” or the “plain and simple version” of steward, God does
not care! All participation is welcome and it takes all kinds to pull it off. The coming RETURN
will present lots of opportunity to continue traditional as well as new and creative ideas.
1Peter 4:10 - Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.

John Bischoff

Worship in May
May 2, FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
This Sunday's image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image
of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the
mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John.
Baptism makes us a part of Christ's living and life-giving self and makes us
alive with Christ's life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us
at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

May 9, SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
This Sunday's image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of
friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John's
gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep
mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed
that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of
Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

May 13, ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
In today's readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers
are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the
earth. The disciples are told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus
(Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and
share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and
invigorate our mission.

May 23, DAY OF PENTECOST
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God's
mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and
tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be
accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that
we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in
worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ's love with the world.

May 30, THE HOLY TRINITY
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is
beyond, before, and after the universe: that there is community within God. Our
experience of this is reflected in Paul's words today. When we pray to God as Jesus
prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays
within us, creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the
one who sent him.

Financial Snapshot

2021 Monthly Giving
compared to plan; compared to 2020 actual
$35,000
$30,000

2021 Actual Giving
2021 Ministry Plan
2020 Actual Giving

$25,000
$20,000
$15,000

$10,000
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr
** April books not yet closed

Where We Are
 After two months (Feb & Mar) of keeping up with and slightly exceeding the ministry
plan, our April giving again fell significantly short of plan, by approximately $5,700.
 Because of low giving in Jan & Apr, we are $12,700 behind our ministry plan for giving
through April.
Thoughts
 Lack of in-person Easter worship has had a big effect on April giving.
 It seems likely that the length of the pandemic is adversely affecting our giving income:
Many folks may be struggling financially, or the simple fact that we have not been able
to meet in-person has negatively affected our giving.
 In 2020 we benefited from receiving a (100% forgiven) PPP loan. We are not eligible to
receive anything similar this year.
Moving Forward
 We again request that all of us be aware of our giving. Have you given this year? If not,
please consider beginning your contributions. Are you keeping pace with your pledge?
Are you able to give extra? Proven repeatedly, we can overcome this shortfall together.

May 2021 Schedule of Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
Shepherd of the Hills is offering in person, indoors worship each Sunday. These worship service are
open to all Marin Lutheran folks—and everyone! During the month of May:
o Pastor Kathryn will be leading worship on 5/2 at 11:30 am, and
o Pastor Tom will be leading worship on 5/9 & 16 at 11:00 am, and
o Pastor Kathryn will be leading worship on 5/23 & 30 at 11:30 am.
We follow all of the health rules for safe gatherings. We’re socially distanced, do not sing or speak
together, and celebrate Holy Communion with prepackaged communion sets. There is a soloist
(Kathy Bayler or Sibel Demirmen), and Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays the piano.
While it definitely feels different from “the old days,” it’s wonderful to see folks and worship
together in person!
Marin Lutheran also continues to worship together on Sunday mornings (9:30 am) through Live
online Worship Services (using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782 (Call Pastor Tom if
you have questions). We also offer worship videos of our Sunday service and video devotions on the
Marin Lutheran YouTube channel.

Pastor Tom
Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to
participate:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):
Our next MOC Leaders Meeting will be taking place on
Thursday, May 6th at 7pm. Registration is now open! We
encourage you to register and to share this with others whom
you would like to attend.
For those interested in learning more about organizing, there is a brand new podcast
called, Listen, Organize, Act! Hosted by Luke Bretherton, the podcast focuses on the history
and contemporary practice of community organizing, democratic politics, and transformational
change. It is a collaboration between the Industrial Areas Foundation, Duke Divinity School, and
the Keenan Institute for Ethics at Duke University.
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches,
synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core
mission is the building of a power organization through the identification,
development and mentorship of leaders from member institutions.
If you are interested in participating, or if you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom
(pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 916-479-3308).

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC):
The Marin Interfaith Council Virtual Interfaith Prayer Breakfast. Join us
virtually to celebrate the National Day of Prayer—MIC’s 22nd Annual
Prayer Breakfast—Tuesday, May 4, 2021—9:00 am - 10:30 am PST. Theme:
Where Do We Go From Here?
Cost - Sliding fee scale donation: $50, $35, $20 for one, $300 for a virtual "table" of eight. No
one turned away for lack of funds (you may select the free option if you cannot afford the
sliding fee scale), but you must register to attend.
To Register go to marinifc.org and click on the link in the “interfaith tree” on the righthand side
of the homepage. You will receive the Zoom link upon registration. If you purchase a "table" for
8 guests, please forward them the registration link.

Rabbi Paul Steinberg:
Congregation Kol Shafar

Sylvia Boorstein: Spirit Rock
Meditation Center

The Rev. Ineda Adesanya Allen:
Temple Baptist Church & Chap.
Institute

Speakers:

MIC Monthly Meditation with Annie Jorgensen—Wednesday, May 12th, 5:30 – 6:30 pm
Every second Wednesday of the month, a leader from a different spiritual community will offer
a meditation or spiritual practice and explain how it flows from the basic tenets of his/her faith
tradition. Each gathering will include time for questions and insights that
emerge from our shared time of intentional spiritual practice.
Shokuchi Deirdre Carrigan is a Soto Zen priest in the lineage of Shunryu
Suzuki Roshi. She lived and trained for more than a decade at Green
Gulch Farm and served on the Board of Directors of the Marin Interfaith
Council. She is currently living, practicing and teaching in Brooklyn, New
York. To join the online meditation with video, click on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in a
check to the office if you are so moved.

