This first week of April we enter into the mystery at the heart of our faith as Christians:
the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It’s one action, a
continuous story that progresses from Maundy Thursday to Good Friday and onto
Easter morning and the celebration of the resurrection. As the writer in the book,
Sundays and Seasons puts it, “…passion, death, and resurrection are one movement,
one great story that makes sense only as a whole.”
So, I invite you to participate in the whole story:




Maundy Thursday Service (4/1) of the Stripping of the Altar—at 7 pm. This is a
joint service with Elim Lutheran in Petaluma; Pastor Kathryn is preaching.
Good Friday service, (4/2 at 8 pm), with a reading of the Passion Story from
Luke’s Gospel—interspersed with hymns and songs.
Easter Sunday Festival Celebration (4/4) of the Resurrection at 9:30.

All our services will be on Zoom (Go to Zoom.us/join on the web browser on your
laptop, tablet or phone; enter our Zoom meeting ID: 4159243782 in the box, and click
“Join.”
Please, invite your neighbors, friends and family members to join us for one, two or all
three of the services. See you in worship!
Peace,

Pastor Tom

Stewardship
Last month I started with the question of whether you had ever had an “AHA” moment. This
month I realized that another one happened.
Pastor Tom, Susan Morrow and I kicked off 2021 Stewardship team with (what else?) a Zoom
session. My challenge for us was to think about a theme for 2021. Lo and behold Susan kicked
it off with “I was thinking of 2021 being the year of returning
which brings to mind Return, Renew and Reconnect.”

AHA!
This does seem to be a great segue to 2021 and a good
follow on to the 2020 theme of “Stewardship of the MLC
Congregation”!! So needless to say, we are starting down
the path of RETURN, RENEW, and RECONNECT. We started on a graphic that still needs some
refinements, but it should be ready to share with everyone in May. (And besides, I need a topic
for May’s newsletter at some point.)
One of these days, or over a span of a lot of days, in one form or another, or multiple forms, we
hope to RETURN to our location. Because not everyone will RETURN at the same time, there is
an opportunity to start planning how we can blend our remote and local congregants in both
live and recorded forms. This will be done closely with Pastor Tom and Worship and Music for
sure! If you have ideas or preferences, they would be welcome.
We should be able to RENEW some longstanding traditions and start some new ones.
Through all this we will undoubtedly RECONNECT among ourselves and with the community
groups we have worked with in the past.
All three of these things will require the dedicated participation of lots of us. Speaking of
which, we sure could use some backup Drivers and Muticians for the Sunday services!
Thank God that we were able to stay connected in 2020! What a blessing!

John Bischoff
APRIL CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
2 Ted Peters
5 Robert Bayler
11 Ray Gergus
17 Jules Houts
28 Matthew Carlsen
Anniversaries
23 Courtney & TJ Hutchinson

Seeger’s SUV FILLED with donations for
PLTS. THANK YOU! They were extremely appreciative.

Social Action Ministry Team
Brown House Burrito Bake
In years past, the Social Action team has
hosted gatherings of its members and
friends with the purpose of preparing
“breakfast burritos” at the Brown House
in San Rafael. The Brown House serves
as a temporary residence for families
with children. Families housed there
have appreciated the convenience,
nutritional value, and wonderful flavors
provided for them through this event.
Last year, because of the pandemic,
Social Action delivered the supplies
necessary to make 150 burritos directly
to the Brown House, and its staff
organized an in-house operation.
This year’s Bake will again utilize
matching funds, obtained through a
Marin Lutheran member of Thrivent,
to purchase the recipe ingredients. The
actual event is tentatively set for April
24th. Place TBD. Please watch MLC’s
missives for updates coming later this
month.

Project Homekey
on Casa Buena
The Inn of Marin on Casa Buena Drive
in Corte Madera is now a part of
California’s Project Homekey homeless
housing project. As residents have
begun moving into this interim housing,
a member of the Town of Corte Madera’s
Working Group has made initial contact
with the Social Action team regarding
ways in which our church might be of
service. Jim Bedilion and Pastor Tom
are serving as our contacts with the
Working Group as we await further
details.

Mary Creigh Houts

Social Action

MLCW

Standing Up Against Hate

Bible Study: April
8th at 10am on Zoom.
(Note: date change to
2nd Thursday, because
of Maundy Thursday
on the 1st.)

The recent killings in Atlanta of Asian
American women, and the escalating
number of assaults on Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders around the country
– including the violent targeting of
senior citizens here in the Bay Area –
remind us of the ongoing necessity of
standing up against hate. In accordance
with the ELCA directive, Marin Lutheran
observed Sunday, March 21st as a Day of
Lament in order to “express solidarity
with, help in healing, and support
Asian American victims of violence.”
Lamentation underlines our
community’s continuing vulnerability
to racism, and calls us to the collective
action of lifting up our voices for justice
and healing.

Session four:
Journey with angels.
Feasting, funny, alleluia angels! We’re in
our home stretch of our "Journey with
angels" Bible study. We travel with
angels who firmly lead people from bleak
walls of captivity and shadows of death
into the light of freedom and joy.
The study can be found in the women’s
Gather magazine. It will also be emailed
out to you.
If you have questions or need any
information about our ministry please
feel free to contact me.
Jane McKenzie

Council Highlights: 3/8/21


The following websites contain both
suggestions for direct action and
educational resources so that we as a
congregation may continue this important
solidarity work:





https://stopaapihate.org
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/
eight_ways_to_stand_up_to_hate

Mary Creigh Houts



Church will be open on Palm Sunday
from 1-4pm for short visits.
This year’s Synod Assembly, May 6-8 is
virtual. A new Bishop will be elected.
Dale Miller and Jim Kamphoefner will be
our delegates.
Beginning April 1st we will allow 12-step
groups to resume in-person meetings
following COVID precautions that we
will outline for them.
Survey completed in Zoom worship and
via email regarding returning to in-person
worship.

Denise Halloran

Visiting Church

Celebration of Life
A beautiful service to celebrate Margot
Gergus’ life was held on Zoom on
Monday, March 29th. The family shared
photos of Margot surrounded by family and
they shared wonderful memories of this
very special person. The following letter is
shared by Ray.

To my many friends at Marin Lutheran,
The recent passing of my dear wife Margot,
on February 23, 2021 was a very serious loss
to me and my immediate family. However, it
would have been even worse except for the
many cards, notes, letters and phone calls of
sympathy and condolence from so many
friends at Marin Lutheran Church. There
were so many that I could not attempt a
letter of thanks to each one of you, so this is
the best I can do. My family and I treasure
your caring, love, sympathy and
thoughtfulness that you all have given to us.
And those of you who have experienced your
own loss and shared very personal thoughts
with me are very specially appreciated. I can
now better understand what it is really like to
lose someone special, thank you. The even
greater comfort that we have is that Margot
is in the care of our Lord and that I will
eventually join her.
Thank you all again,
Ray Gergus and Family

“I enjoyed my experience at church today.
Nice to be back in that beautiful worship
space with all its associations. Thank you.”
Close to 40 individuals signed up to make
a short visit to the church Palm Sunday
afternoon. It was a beautiful day. Pastor
Tom was there to greet folks, Laura was
playing beautiful music and people got to
connect with those that were scheduled
to visit at the same time they were. At the
end of the 3 hours, the Easter cross was
beautifully decorated. (A week early, but we
will all see pictures during the Easter
service.)

This deer came ambling up to the patio
and was surprised to see people there!
Thank you to the W&M Team for arranging
this opportunity for us and to Pastor Tom &
Laura for being present to make it an
enjoyable experience for everyone.

Triduum & Easter Services
Join us on Zoom!
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/4159243782
Zoom ID: 415 924 3782

Maundy Thursday – April 1st at 7:00pm
 Pastors Tom & Kathryn lead this service as we join with Elim, Petaluma to worship
together.
 Music selections are led by the music teams from both churches.
 Holy Communion is celebrated.
 We will observe the stripping of the altar at the end of the service.

Good Friday – April 2nd at 8:00pm



Jesus passion is revealed through readings and music.

Easter Resurrection – April 4th at 9:30am

o Festive celebration of the resurrection of Christ!

April 2021 Schedule of Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
Shepherd of the Hills is offering in person, indoors worship each Sunday. This Worship Service is
open to all Marin Lutheran folks—and everyone! During the month of April:
o Pastor Tom will be leading worship on 4/4th at 11:30 am, and
o Pastor Rod Seeger will be leading worship on 4/11 at 11 am, and
o Pastor Kathryn will be leading worship on 4/18th & 25th at 11:30 am.
We follow all of the health rules for safe gatherings. We’re socially distanced, do not sing or
speak together, and celebrate Holy Communion with prepackaged communion sets. There is a
soloist (Kathy Bayler or Sibel Demirmen), and Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays
the piano. While it definitely feels different from “the old days,” it’s wonderful to see folks and
worship together in person!
Marin Lutheran also continues to worship together on Sunday mornings (9:30 am) through Live
online Worship Services (using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782 (Call Pastor Tom if
you have questions). We also offer worship videos of our Sunday service and video devotions
on the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel.

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
God in America explores the tumultuous 400-year history of the intersection of
religion and public life in America, from the first European settlements to the
2008 presidential election. This six-hour series examines how religious
dissidents helped shape the American concept of religious liberty and the
controversial evolution of that ideal in the nation's courts and political arena;
how religious freedom and waves of new immigrants and religious revivals
fueled competition in the religious marketplace; how movements for social
reform -- from abolition to civil rights -- galvanized men and women to put
their faith into political action; and how religious faith influenced conflicts
from the American Revolution to the Cold War.
For a more detailed description of the series, including a study guide and additional features and
interviews, checkout the PBS website: God in America
Upcoming Class Schedule: Zoom (Meeting ID: 4159243782)

Sunday
April 4th
April 11th
April 18th
April 25th
May 9th & 16th
May 23rd

May 30th

Title

Notes

NO Class—Celebration of the Resurrection—Easter Sunday!
Lincoln’s New Understanding of God &
GIA: A Nation Reborn, Part II
The Blood of a Martyred President
Should Judaism Change to Fit a Modern
GIA: A New Light, Part I
World? Conservative v. Reform Judaism,
The Modernist Revolution
Conservative Christians Fight Back &
GIA: A New Light, Part II
The Scopes Monkey Trial
NO Class
The Cold War’s Merging of faith and
Patriotism, The Battle Over Prayer in Public
GIA: Soul of a Nation Part I
Schools, Religion Fuels the Civil Rights
Movement
JFK Reignites the Church-State Issue,
GIA: Soul of a Nation Part II
Martin Luther King’s Powerful Exhortation,
and King’s Political Power

Other Adult Education Opportunities:
Check Out this Exciting and Timely
Conference—Ignite the Church. The last
of the four-part sessions is April 15th from
11 am to 12:30 pm. It is entitled, “Creative
Expressions of Church.” For more
information and to register, go to:
www.ignitethechurch.net

Our Confirmation Ministry continues with
classes—On Sunday April 11th and 25th from
5 to 5:45pm. This month we are continuing
through our three-year curriculum as we move
deeper into studying Luther’s Small Catechism.
Until further notice we’ll continue meeting on
Zoom—meeting ID: 4159243782.
Please keep in your prayers our
students, Robert, Rose, Ryder
and Sami.

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

** Note: March books not yet closed






The above graph shows each month’s giving for the first quarter of 2021 with
comparisons to the ministry plan for each month and actual giving from 2020.
Giving in January of $13,540 was $9,460 short of the ministry plan and 50% of January
2020 giving.
o In December 2020 giving was so extraordinary that a decrease in January was
expected, but to drop to this level was disappointing.
o We believe that the pandemic is affecting many of us.
February & March giving bounced back with the help of some members’ annual gifts
being received in these months.
In the first quarter we are behind our ministry plan for giving by $7,350.

 In coming months, we ask that you continue to give as you are able.
 During Holy Week & Easter, when we are worshipping in-person, we receive offerings
above and beyond our regular giving, which is an important boost to our giving income.
Please consider making such gifts this year as we worship virtually. You can write a
check to MLC and note, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and/or Easter in the memo line.
You can also give online at www.marinlutheran.org and specify the above gifts.
 Last year we were able to take advantage of the SBA’s PPP loan, receiving $32,800. That
was a huge lift for the church and allowed us to pay off our renovation loan.
 This year we are not eligible for this assistance.

WORSHIP in APRIL
April 1, MAUNDY THURSDAY
Tonight we remember Christ's last meal with his disciples, but the central focus
is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus
washed his disciples' feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble
service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal,
we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world.

April 2, GOOD FRIDAY
Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John's
passion account, Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put
on trial and sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the
cross, we pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ's
death offers life to all. We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the
promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life.

April 4, RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY
Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and
confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to
proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ's death and
resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God's unending love, and depart to
share this good news with all the world. Alleluia!

April 11, SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the
Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded
self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a
community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no
one among us is in need.

April 18, THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen
Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the
meal we share each Sunday. In today's gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples'
food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection
through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship.

April 25, FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that
gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd's willingness to lay down his life for the
sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one
another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to
participate:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):
For those interested in learning more about organizing, there
is a brand new podcast called, Listen, Organize, Act! Hosted
by Luke Bretherton, the podcast focuses on the history and contemporary practice of
community organizing, democratic politics, and transformational change. It is a collaboration
between the Industrial Areas Foundation, Duke Divinity School, and the Keenan Institute for
Ethics at Duke University.
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member
institutions.
If you are interested in participating, or if you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom
(pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 916-479-3308).

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC):
MIC Monthly Meditation with Annie Jorgensen—Wednesday, April 14th—5:30 – 6:30 pm
Annie will lead us in meditation to experience the pure love and beauty of the
inner self. We will explore the original qualities of the soul and enjoy connecting
to the Divine Source. Annie has studied and practiced Raja Yoga Meditation
with the Brahma Kumaris for the past 15 years-- an experiential approach to
deepen Inner peace and contentment, and to understand and harmonize more
deeply our relationships with self, others and the Divine.
To join the online meditation with video, click on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in a
check to the office if you are so moved.

Invitation to Holy Juicy Deep:
Small group spiritual companionship for troubled times.
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of April, May, & June from 1-2:30 PM PST
Facilitated by Barbara Buckley and Jennifer Stone
As we step into Spring and mark a full year of the pandemic, many of
us are waking up to the realization that there is no “going back.”
Perhaps you too have journeyed through fear, isolation, grief, or numbness. Perhaps you too are
discovering new parts of yourself, shedding old identities that no longer fit, and wanting to be
more fully witnessed as you are. Perhaps you too are reckoning with the profound collective
changes that are underway and wondering what your specific role might be in shaping the future.
If this resonates, you are warmly invited to join us in HOLY, JUICY, DEEP: a 6-session series
of small group spiritual companionship. This is an online group for politically and spiritually
engaged people who are struggling with feelings and experiences that are difficult to talk
about—such as grief, existential questions, shadow work in social justice, or mystical/magical
experiences—and longing for a deepened felt sense of connection to our unique purposes, to one
another, and to Spirit/Source/Mystery/Web of Life.
For more information and to join us, please click here.
 Are you a YES? Hooray!
Please email hellojenniferstone@gmail.com with the subject line HOLY JUICY DEEP
 Are you curious and want to learn more? Wonderful!
Please email hellojenniferstone@gmail.com with the subject line HOLY JUICY DEEP

Love Lives in Marin:
Holocaust Remembrance & Raising Awareness of anti-Semitism
Tuesday, April 6 via Zoom from 7pm-8:15pm.
The Marin Interfaith Council, Congregation Kol Shofar and Congregation Rodef Sholom invite
you to join us for a Love Lives in Marin gathering. We will remember the Holocaust and raise
awareness about anti-Semitism here in Marin County. We will also hear stories of resilience and
messages of faith and hope that inspire our loving response to fear, hate and violence.
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tde-hqDIoHdRfhYQG2mmZk9X9Cff3pkdc
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.

