
 

 

 
If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, . . . the Lord will . . . 

satisfy your needs in parched places…. You shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, 

whose waters never fail. Isaiah 58:10-11 

 

This month we enter into the Season of Lent; (Ash Wednesday is 2/17). Since the third 

century this time in the church year has focused on baptism. Initially it was a period for 

those wanting to convert to Christianity to study the scriptures in preparation for 

baptism. As infant baptism became more common Lent adapted, becoming a 40-day 

period of reflection on one’s baptismal identity. In other words, what does it mean that 

I’m a baptized child of God? What does it mean for my life today?  

 

This year, our Lenten lectionary readings focus our baptismal reflections, on the 

covenants God made with God’s people. From the first readings each week we hear the 

familiar stories of the aftermath of the flood, God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah, the 

Ten Commandments, the healing sight of the serpent on a pole, and God’s promise to 

Jeremiah of a new covenant—written on the heart.  

 

As we enter into and journey through 

the Season of Lent, may God deepen 

our understandings of ourselves as 

baptized children of God, people of the 

covenant, people who live our lives in 

relationship to God.  

 

Peace, 

Pastor Tom  



Marin Lutheran Church Women  

 
Journeys with angles -  session two - Turnaround angels.  
 

A four-part study from the gather magazine.  Scheduled on Zoom at 

10:00am Thursday 2/4/2021 and led by Pastor Tom. Hope you can join 

us for an interesting Bible study. 

 

The first angels we will meet in this session are the opposite of angry; 

they are applauding. This month we enter the season of Lent, a season 

traditionally associated with the word metanoia. While usually 

translated as “repentance”, metanoia literally means to “change one’s 

mind.”  It also carries the connotation of physically Turing around. 

Given this, we might even call Lent the “turnaround season.” 

 

Serve and share continues at our individual homes.  Questions re this activity can be answered 

by Jane phone 415 479 8971 or e-mail jane_mck@prodigy.net. 

 

Jane McKenzie 

 

 
FEBRUARY  CELEBRATIONS 

  

Birthdays   
  

2  Hal Sherley  

3 Carol Sherley  

4  Marion Snow   

6  Jean Rolien  

10  Colleen Hansen  

18  Jane McKenzie  

 Ron Jacobs  

 Ricky Cunliffe  

 Rebecca Shunk  

22  Nicholas Bischoff  

 Karen Clinton  

25  Sophie Zlatunich  

28  James Myhre  

 Nikolas Gable  

  

Anniversaries  
  

4  Carol & Hal Sherley  

10  Marie & Ron Jacobs  

Season of Lent 
  

begins on 
 

Wednesday, February 17th 
Ash Wednesday 

Zoom service at 7:00pm 
 

continues with 
 

Lenten Sundays 
February 21st & 28th 

March 7th, 14th & 21st  
Zoom services at 9:30am 

 
Lenten Wednesdays 

February 24th 
March 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th 

Evening prayer service 
on Zoom at 6:30pm 

 

JOIN US! 
 

mailto:jane_mck@prodigy.net


Adult Education on Sunday Mornings 

 
God in America explores the tumultuous 400-year history of the intersection of 

religion and public life in America, from the first European settlements to the 

2008 presidential election. This six-hour series examines how religious dissidents 

helped shape the American concept of religious liberty and the controversial 

evolution of that ideal in the nation's courts and political arena; how religious 

freedom and waves of new immigrants and religious revivals fueled competition 

in the religious marketplace; how movements for social reform -- from abolition 

to civil rights -- galvanized men and women to put their faith into political action; 

and how religious faith influenced conflicts from the American Revolution to the 

Cold War. 
 

For a more detailed description of the series, including a study guide and additional features and 

interviews, checkout the PBS website: God in America 
 

Upcoming Class Schedule: Classes will be on Zoom (Meeting ID: 4159243782) 
 

Sunday Title Notes 

February 7
th

 No Class 

February 14
th

 GIA: A New Eden, Part I 

Religious Persecution in Virginia, Jefferson Joins 

Forces with the Baptists, & The New Competitive 

Religious Marketplace 

February 21
st
 No Class—Bridges Conference Worship 

February 28
th

 GIA: A New Eden, Part II A New Protestant America & The Catholic Threat 

March 7
th

 No Class 

March 14
th

 No Class 

March 21
st
 GIA: A Nation Reborn, Part I 

Christianity and Slavery, Abraham Lincoln’s Plea, 

Lincoln’s Spiritual Journey 

March 28
th

 GIA: A Nation Reborn, Part II 
Lincoln’s New Understanding of God & The 

Blood of a Martyred President 

 
   Other Adult Education Opportunities:  

 
Check out this exciting  

and timely conference 

--Ignite the Church--  

For more information  

and to register, go to:  

www.ignitethechurch.net  

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Ministry 
 

Our Confirmation Ministry continues 

this month with one class—On Sunday 

February 28th from 5:00 pm to 5:45 

pm. (One class because of Super Bowl 

Sunday and the week-long Winter 

Break the youth have from 2/15-19.) 

This month we are continuing through 

our three-year curriculum as we move 

deeper into studying Luther’s Small 

Catechism. Until further notice we’ll 

continue meeting on Zoom—meeting 

ID: 4159243782 

https://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/view/
http://www.ignitethechurch.net/


2021 Annual Meeting Highlights  
 

 Meeting held on January 31 at 10:30am on Zoom 

 Opened with litany provided by ELCA 

 Recognized all leadership – outgoing, incoming 

and those continuing to serve 

 Leaders shared highlights of 2020 reports – complete written reports can be found 

in the annual report.  Common thread was gratitude to congregation for making the 

transition to online worship seamlessly, as well as recognition for the hard work of 

the staff and volunteers involved in producing Zoom and YouTube services. 

 2020 Financial reports presented, with positive net income for the year – this 

included the PPP loan we received. 

 2021 Ministry Plan presented and approved 

 Motion to remove expectation that money used from the memorial fund for painting 

the exterior of the church in 2018 approved, making it a permanent memorial fund 

expense 

 Pastor Tom closed meeting with prayer 

 

 

February 2021 Schedule of  

Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 

 

Shepherd of the Hills is offering in person, outdoor worship each Sunday, (until we’re allowed 

to worship indoors!). If we’re outdoors, dress warmly as we’ll be outside on the patio. If it’s 

raining it will be cancelled, (and if, on a Sunday morning, you’re wondering whether worship 

is happening, please text or call Pastor Tom). This Worship Service is open to all Marin 

Lutheran folks! During the month of January: 

  

o Pastor Tom will be leading worship on 2/7th at 11:00 am, and  

o Pastor Kathryn will be leading worship on 2/14th, 21st, & 28th at 11:30 am. 

 

Of course, we follow all of the health rules for safe gatherings. We’re socially distanced, do 

not sing or speak in unison, and celebrate Holy Communion with prepackaged communion 

sets. There is a soloist (Sibel Demirmen or Kathy Bayler), and Richard Stevens (their regular 

accompanist) plays the piano. While it definitely feels different from “the old days” last 

March, it’s wonderful to see folks and worship together in person! 

 

Marin Lutheran also continues to worship together on Sunday mornings (9:30 am) through 

Live online Worship Services (using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782 (Call 

Pastor Tom if you have questions). We also offer worship videos of our Sunday service and 

video devotions on the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel. 

 



Worship in February 
 

February 7 - FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  

In Jesus' healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting up the 

sick woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon's mother-in-law, 

we are lifted up and healed to serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen the 

powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet times of 

prayer. 
 

 

February 14 - TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus' baptism and 

end with three disciples' vision of his transfiguration. In 

Mark's story of Jesus' baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the 

Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now 

Jesus' three closest friends hear the same words naming him 

God's Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to 

see the God-light in Jesus' face, because the same God who 

created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God's 

glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 
 

 

February 17 - ASH WEDNESDAY 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter 

with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with 

dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the 

same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on 

our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return 

to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We 

humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that 

"now is the day of salvation." Returning to our baptismal call, we 

more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
 

 

February 21 - FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal 

immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the 

Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the 

Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view 

baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the 

new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world. 
 

 

February 28 - SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

The second covenant in this year's Lenten readings is the 

one made with Abraham and Sarah: God's promise to 

make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will 

remain in everlasting covenant. We receive this baptismal 

promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham 

receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too 

get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.



Social Action Ministry 

The MLC collection drive in January for white socks and soft power bars has been underway for 

three weeks as I type this article.  By the time you receive the February newsletter; all items will 

be on their way to the San Francisco Night Ministry thanks to special delivery by Rod and 

Sandy Seeger.  The MLC Social Action team would like to give a hearty “Thank You!” to all who 

helped us fulfill this request.  We appreciate! 
   

The pandemic continues and we at MLC continue to pursue various ways to share our care  

and support for the underserved folks in our community in these uncertain times.  Sandy Seeger  

has compiled a useful list of opportunities to help: 
 

Volunteer Center of Marin – 555 Northgate Drive, San Rafael – 415-479-5710 

 

County of Marin Human Resources – 3501 Civic Center Dr., Ste. 415, San Rafael 

          415-473-7167 

 

SF-Marin Food Bank – 2600 Kerner Boulevard, San Rafael – 415-282-1900 

          sfmfoodbank.org/volunteer – food services, free groceries to needy individuals, families,        

          schools, senior centers, shelters, pop-ups, established distribution centers; volunteer  

          needs for food/bag prep for donation, participation in pop-up pantries; warehouse food  

          set-up; storage; delivery; bilingual support, etc. 

           

Meals of Marin (Marin Covenant Church) – 185 N. Redwood Dr., #140, Novato – 415-578-2961 

          Provides nutritious meals to shut-ins and people with life-threatening illness in Marin/Bay  

          Area; delivery by volunteers. 

 

Homeward Bound of Marin – 1385 N. Hamilton Parkway, Novato – 415-382-3363 

          Andrea Rey-Outreach Coordinator @ x212, arey@hbofm.org 

          Primary provider of shelters and services for homeless in Marin. 

 

Ritter Center – 16 Ritter Street, San Rafael – 415-457-5182 

          Serves homeless and poverty-stricken residents and families of Marin; volunteer  

          opportunities in food pantry, health center. 

 

Canal Alliance – 91 Larkspur Street, San Rafael – 415-454-2640 

          Provides support counseling, assistance, food and supplies, services for the Hispanic  

          community; volunteer opportunities in food pantry and distribution every Tuesday  

          from 8-11 a.m. 

 

Marin County School Volunteers – 1111 Las Gallinas Avenue, San Rafael – 415-499-5896 

          Volunteers involved in academic tutoring, classroom support, homework assistance for  

          students from low-income backgrounds. 

 

Whistlestop (now named Vivalon) – 930 Tamalpais Avenue, San Rafael – 415-456-9062 

          Provides support services for elderly adults, people with disabilities and other  

          vulnerable populations; Volunteers Anytime program offers carpool drivers, meals on  

          wheels, brown bag pantry (Friday a.m.). 

 

Down the road… Social Action continues to plan for ways we can help and care for our 

neighbors in need, especially in such difficult circumstances.  The steadfast support, generosity 

and kindness of all of YOU make these things possible.  We are grateful! 

mailto:arey@hbofm.org


Bridges Conference of the Sierra Pacific Synod 

 Worship – Sunday, February 21st, at 10:30 a.m.  

 

Marin Lutheran Church is part of this conference, and so we are 

invited to join in the Bridges Conference worship service.  We will 

gather together on Zoom.  Our preacher at worship will be the Rev. 

Katy Grindberg from the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary.   We 

are hopeful that you will attend.   The Zoom link will be forthcoming 

as we get closer to the 21st. 

 
 

Community Partner Updates: 
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to 

participate in their activities. 

 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):   
 MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit 

organization of churches, synagogues and non-profits located 

throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of 

a power organization through the identification, development 

and mentorship of leaders from member institutions. 

 

Upcoming Meetings: The work of MOC continues through online meetings. If you are 

interested in participating, or if you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom 

(pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 916-479-3308).  

 

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:  
 

MIC Monthly Meditation with Sister Pat Farrell—Wednesday, February 10th—5:30 – 6:30 pm 

Pat Farrell, OP, a Dominican Sister of San Rafael, is the hosting manager of 

Santa Sabina Center.  She is a trained mediation teacher, spiritual director and 

retreat leader, and has served in her congregational leadership, and most 

recently was Executive Director of the Dominican Sisters Conference.  She is a 

member of Sophia Zen Sangha and enjoys sharing how Zen and Christianity 

complement each other. 

 

To join the online meditation with video, click on this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09 

 

Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online HERE or you may mail in a 

check to the office if you are so moved. 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
https://www.marinifc.org/donate

