Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the former heaven and the former earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look! I’m making all
things new.” He also said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
(Revelation 21:1, 5)
Quinn G. Caldwell, in his book, All I Really Want: Readings for a Modern Christmas,
asks, “Do you, or do you not, believe what the author of Revelation says: that God is
making all things new?” Then he offers a reflection:
“Do you believe that God is working—right now—to bring this world to its fulfillment,
or don’t you? Look out your window. Do you believe that God is—right now—in the
process of perfecting all that, or don’t you? Look down at yourself. Do you, or don’t
you, believe that God is—right now—perfecting the very self you’re looking at?
If not, fine. You’re certainly not alone, and there’s probably not much harm in living
this year the same as you lived last year.
But if you do believe that a new world is coming to pass, then you have your work—
and your hope—cut out for you in the new year. It means it’s time to start practicing
living like you’ve been made new…. Like God is living next door. Like every person
you meet is being molded for glory and is just a split second from shining like the sun.
Start now. Pick one thing in the room, and imagine what that thing will be like when
God’s done with it. Pick one person, and imagine that God is—right now—about to
reveal the glory of heaven in her; treat her that way all day long. Tomorrow, pick
another, and the next day, another, and just see if a new world doesn’t emerge.”
Come, God, come. Make your vision real in me. Amen.
Peace,

Pastor Tom

A Finance Note
As chair of the Finance Committee, I have tended to be optimistic
about the ability of a congregation – especially THIS congregation
– to support our ministry here at Marin Lutheran. (Roy Davis
often reminded me, when serving on Stewardship together: “The
resources are out there.”) But then the pandemic hit . . . so many
people have been hit hard by COVID – having gotten ill, lost loved ones to the virus, lost their jobs
and homes. The losses are staggering.
I admit I did get pessimistic earlier this year, about how MLC would/could weather this crisis.
Could we continue to do ministry effectively and would our members continue to be able to be
supportive? However, whenever I reached out with a letter or message, you responded and I was
buoyed again. To all those who have continued your regular giving, to those who have given
additional gifts, and to those from whom we have received extraordinary gifts this year, my heartfelt
gratitude. You are the reason our “little church on the hill” has such a big heart and why we are able
to reach out to help others. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
I’m writing this before the books are closed but because of your generosity I’m confident we will
meet (or exceed) our ministry plan for giving this year. Receiving the PPP loan – now 100%
forgiven – will offset losses which occurred mainly in our other income category due to final
renovation & repair costs for the studio and decreased rent from 12-step groups. Because of all
these things, we will finish the year on a positive financial note.
With optimism restored by your generosity,

Jim Kamphoefner
With Appreciation . . .











Although it was a very different Advent/Christmas season than we are
accustomed to, it was wonderfully celebrated and worthy of notes of
acknowledgement and our appreciation.
Advent Wreath candle lighters: Pastors Tom & Kathryn, the Hutchinson
family, the Theobald family and the Chan family.
Christmas decorating was done in November thanks to Jim B, Tom S, Tom G,
Carol C, Barbara A, Barbara B, Lorraine L, Sandy S, Rich M & Pastor Tom.
All the folks that quietly brought the poinsettias for the sanctuary.
4:00pm Christmas Eve Family Service readers: Elle T, Robert A, Anita W-L,
Samantha M, Charlie P, Reilly H, Abby C, Lucie T, & Josie C.
6:00pm Lessons & Carols Service readers: Ann M, Dan W, Susan B, Emily R, Pastor
Tom, Kerry H, & Karen P. These folks came to church before Thanksgiving to
record their parts.
Our choir members & instrumentalists, including Robert’s percussion, working most
of their magic from home but also meeting at church on occasion.
Laura for her accomplished keyboard skills, and Andrei for pulling all these
separate pieces together into beautiful music. Andrei also worked with CMCM to
produce the final Lessons & Carols service that we all [hopefully] viewed.

Marin Lutheran Church Women
Bible Study: Thursday, January 7th at 10:00am on Zoom – led by Pastor Tom

Gather magazine: “Angels are not a major focus of holy Scripture, nor are they
ever mentioned in our Christian creeds. Yet they show up with frequency and
at pivotal moments in both Old and New Testaments. Church Reformer Martin
Luther is quoted as saying, ‘If you picture the Bible to be a mighty tree and every
word a little branch, I have shaken every one of these branches because I wanted to know what
it was and what it meant.’”
The Rev. Christa von Zychlin will present the four-part study Journeys with angels “in which
we will shake those biblical branches, watch for angels and listen for God’s calls to action.”
January – Session one: Looking up – New beginnings, awe-full, awesome angels! Study can
be found in the January issue of Gather magazine. You’ll also receive it via email. We enjoy our
time on Zoom, and encourage all women to join us!
Serve & Share: Continues with projects in our individual homes. We sure miss our time
gathering together!
A recap of this year’s activities and financials will be presented in the annual report. If you have
any suggestions for the MLCW or have individual needs, please contact me.

Jane McKenzie
Snapshots of the Christmas Season

Fellowship Team’s
Christmas gift

Advent Calendar: Gift for kids

Maestro
in training

Nativity Scene: Children’s gift

Singing Silent Night on Zoom
during the 4:00pm service

Choir singing, O Holy Night for
6:00pm Service of Lessons & Carols

Social Action
-We are so blessed! Our Social Action Team needed to look for creative and different
ways to help support and care for those in need this year as we could not do our in
person service projects as we have done in the past.
The Family shelter (Brown House), in San Rafael
can house up to twelve families at a time and as
you can imagine there is much wear and tear and
depletions of needed everyday necessities.

“Santa’s” Sleigh!

So, we held a shower, and you rose to the
challenge, as items for the family shelter
overflowed with your generosity. Everything
from much needed linens, towels, blankets,
pillows, kitchen pot & pans, cooking utensils and other kitchen items,
warm hats and gloves, umbrellas, diapers and baby wipes and food etc.
so lovingly given was collected. It proved to be a good alternative for
the great needs of the shelter while remaining safe and healthy. Your
generosity was much appreciated by residents and staff.

Shelter Staff

-Also this holiday season, Instead of the Angel Tree, the Ritter Center held a “Hope for
the Holidays” fund raiser with the goal of raising $150,000 to meet the needs of our
brothers and sisters living in poverty.
A big heart filled thank you from MLC Social Action to all participants for ALL your
contributions in the very strange and difficult year of 2020. Your commitment and
faithfulness brings hope, healing, security and love to those in need near and far.
Looking ahead…
Through the month of January, we will be collecting white socks and very soft power
bars for the San Francisco Night Ministry. Please bring your donations in the coming
weeks to the drop off bin in front of the main entrance to our sanctuary, or place or
items indoors in the narthex bin.
Year 2021: What is our “Social Action” going forward? My prayer is this:

May we continue to practice, “keeping our germs to ourselves” and continue to wash our
hands, wear masks, social distance and stay away from others when we are ill or potential
carriers of illness even when this Covid crisis is over. May we be mindful, helpful and
behave in actions that care for, restore and preserve God’s beautiful creation. May we
protect, value and cherish our vulnerable and all those in need. May we fight for Equal
rights and stand up and speak up for social injustice, especially for our Black brothers
and sisters. May we love our neighbors as ourselves. In God’s name, Amen

In God’s family we are all God’s children, wonderfully and beautify made. We are all
essential. We are the prayer for our ailing world and this is the beginning of our shift.
God’s peace,

Cheri Houts
Salutations from San Francisco Night Ministry!
A 400 year event known as the Great Conjunction happened
on December 21st. The two slowest moving planets in our solar
system -- Jupiter and Saturn -- came into alignment to create a
single bright star in the sky. Some called it a “Christmas Star,”
heralding rekindled hope for the world in the Year of Our Lord
2021. May it be so!

Above Mt. Tamalpais, 12/21/20

Yet hope need not always come as an exquisitely rare celestial event. San Francisco Night Ministry has
been rekindling hope, in even the darkest nights, through simple acts of kindness, loving attention, and
nonjudgmental presence. In that respect, this past year was no different.
What was different in 2020 was the conjunction of pandemics we experienced together: a pandemic of
disease, a pandemic of racism, and a pandemic of lonely hearts. SF Night Ministry immediately
responded by pivoting our programs to meet these deeply surfaced needs.
Foremost, we re-imagined our nightly telephone Care Line. We set up a new technology allowing
volunteer phone counselors to work from home. This allowed heart-full folks from as far away as Hawaii
and Ireland to join our community of listening ears. We also expanded our hours, now from 8PM - 4AM
every night.
Meanwhile, our other programs also adjusted. Our night ministers followed all City safety protocols
while continuing to offer a ministry of presence on our streets every night. We distributed hand
sanitizer, hand-washing station maps, tents to those without shelter, and other vital referral services.
While our Open Cathedrals were suspended, we managed to stay connected to our congregation on
social media with our new Media Minister’s help. We moved our weekly Tuesday Gathering to a virtual
offering. Seven bright seminarians were trained in our accredited Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE )
program.
There is no substitute to hearing our stories directly from our caregivers. We invite you to visit:
https://sfnightministry.org/.
Thank you for your continued partnership with us in ministry. May all of you remember that the
brightest morning star is dawning, right now, in this very moment, in the innermost chamber of your
heart. When those shining hearts align, they create a Great Conjunction the likes of which has never
been seen in any starry sky.
Merry Christmastide!
Rev. Trent J. Thornley
Executive Director

Dearest friends at Marin Lutheran Church,

Thank You!
The last twelve months have been such a
crazy time. It has been a tremendously
challenging year; it has been lonely at
times. I learned so many new skills. Our
children were all home for extended time
periods. Truly, a year like no other! Yet
through it all the folks of Marin Lutheran
Church have been steadfastly faithful,
helpful, graceful and forgiving. Thank you
so much for all your encouragement and
support this past year. And thank you so
much for your most generous Christmas
gift.

I would like to express my gratitude for
the many signs of affection and appreciation
that I have received from you.
This has been a very strange year, filled
with challenges and uncertainty, but one of
the things that have kept me going has been
playing every Sunday for our congregation
and making music in this unusual
“togetherness”.
Not being able to relate with any of you in
person, I have transferred all of my love into
my playing and I have tried to speak to you
through music... from the many messages that
I have received I realize that what I wanted to
convey has made its way to you, and that
makes me very happy.
Thank you for your very generous gifts
and for your many cards, it warms my heart to
be a part of this wonderful family... I feel as if
I have been with you forever!
I send you a huge, collective virtual hug
wishing you a prosperous, healthy and
exciting new year.
Love, Laura

Peace,

Pastor Tom
In this very difficult year, thank you for the
opportunity to continue producing music
and worship services for Marin Lutheran
Church. In a time when the first thing we
heard was no singing is allowed, we found a
way to continue on and not just continue
but improve ourselves in new and exciting
ways of worship. Despite the circumstances,
thank you for the most wonderful and
enjoyable year of music making with you,
the choir, Laura, Robert, and our guest
musicians. In addition to continuing your
support of great music making, I thank you
so much for the generous Christmas gift you
have given to me and my family. I look
forward to creating beautiful and
meaningful worship services for years to
come. Looking forward to 2021!

Andrei

JANUARY CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
1
Danny Houts
3
Eun-Shil Kim
Eric Bergman
5
Maggie Harrington
8
Marie Conrad
16
Tricia Freidman
20
Lorraine Loo
Michael Clark
26
Marilyn Davis
27
Cathie Schinski
Anniversaries
11
Rich & Carolyn Myhre

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
God in America explores the tumultuous 400-year history of the intersection of
religion and public life in America, from the first European settlements to the 2008
presidential election. This six-hour series examines how religious dissidents helped
shape the American concept of religious liberty and the controversial evolution of
that ideal in the nation's courts and political arena; how religious freedom and
waves of new immigrants and religious revivals fueled competition in the religious
marketplace; how movements for social reform -- from abolition to civil rights -galvanized men and women to put their faith into political action; and how religious
faith influenced conflicts from the American Revolution to the Cold War.
For a more detailed description of the series, including a study guide and additional features and
interviews, checkout the PBS website: God in America
Upcoming Class Schedule: Until further notice, classes will be on Zoom (Meeting ID: 4159243782)

Sunday
January 17th

January 24th
January 31st

Title

Notes

Introduction, Native Americans Resist
Religion in America (RIA):
Catholicism, A Conflict at the Heart of
A New Adam, Part I
Puritans’ Faith, Anne Hutchinson’s
Rebellion
George Whitefield: “You Must Be Born
Religion in America (RIA):
Again” and The Demand for Religious
A New Adam, Part II
Liberty
No Class: Annual Congregational Meeting

February 7th
February 14th

Religion in America (RIA):
A New Eden, Part I

February 21st

RIA: A New Eden, Part II

February 28th

RIA: A Nation Reborn, Part I

No Class
Religious Persecution in Virginia, Jefferson
Joins Forces with the Baptists, & The New
Competitive Religious Marketplace
A New Protestant America & The Catholic
Threat
Christianity and Slavery, Abraham
Lincoln’s Plea, Lincoln’s Spiritual Journey

Other Adult Education
Opportunities:
Check Out this exciting
and timely conference:
Ignite the Church. For
more information and
to register, go to:
www.ignitethechurch.net

Confirmation Ministry
Our Confirmation Ministry
continues this month with a few
classes—Sunday January 10th,
24th and 31st from 5 to 5:45 pm.
Continuing through our threeyear curriculum we move
deeper into studying Lutheran
history and Luther’s Small
Catechism. Until further notice
we’ll continue meeting on
Zoom—meeting ID:
4159243782

We have missed gathering with our church family this year for fun events, dinners, and yes,
even meetings! Our “Christmas in a mug,” gift is to let you know we are thinking about you.
We hope you had a wonderful Christmas, and we wish you a Happy New Year!
We’d like to thank honorary members of the Fellowship team for their help with the
Christmas surprise: Jim Kamphoefner for many of his succulents and planting expertise, Bev K
for organizing the drivers. It would have taken a good bit of time for us to put together all the
mugs and make all the deliveries, so we are thankful for the help of Ann Marymor, Sue
Southgate, the Seegers, Carol Cunliffe and the Kamphoefners who helped us deliver them to
your homes!
We’re looking forward to a better 2021!
Carol Zlatunich & Anke

Pahmeyer

STEWARDSHIP
Phew! Made it past 2020, more or less…… Because of the spirit of Christmas, we have hope
for 2021. God gives us a constant source of hope.
Last night on 60 Minutes they presented a segment on the carved churches of Lalibela in
Ethiopia. (https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/18/) This area, 645km from Adis Ababa, was
formed by volcanic rock cooled with gasses trapped inside which made it light and easy to
carve. King Lalibela commissioned the churches, 11 in all, to be carved from giant natural
formations of the lava rock.

“The churches were not constructed in a traditional way but rather were hewn from the
living rock of monolithic blocks. These blocks were further chiseled out, forming doors,
windows, columns, various floors, roofs etc. This gigantic work was further completed with
an extensive system of drainage ditches, trenches and ceremonial passages, some with
openings to hermit caves and catacombs.” – UNESCO site referenced above
This area is a pilgrimage site for Orthodox Christians from all over the world for Christmas
where there are very elaborate ceremonies and an all-night vigil Christmas Eve. My Mom
and Dad had a vigil each Christmas Eve, but it was putting up the tree, trains, and all
decorations so we’d believe Santa brought them. People walk for hundreds of miles to get
there. If you can find 60 Minutes from 12/20/20, it would be worth the watch.
I bring this up because it really made me think of the sense of place that is so important to
the church. Ever since the birth of Christianity, the ability to point to a place or building
and say “That’s my church” has been important. Look at the many thousands of cathedrals
and churches in the world and how they are built to glorify God.
In Pastor Tom’s sermon this past week he mentioned God not wanting to be tied down to
a place, but we as humans seem to need that physical gathering or pilgrimage destination
that ties us and our God to the physical world. Remember the church is defined as the
people that make up the community of God, not necessarily the building. This might be the

equivalent of giving a gift even though the receiver answers the question “What do you
want for Christmas?” with “Oh, nothing…..”.
I think 2020 proved something. Our stewardship theme became focused on stewardship
of the MLC community. While we have our light grey church on the hill, after March 15th it
mostly only appeared to us in photos viewed on Zoom. We “adjusted” our place in 2020
and managed to keep the community intact. As I mentioned in one of the video tributes,
there were by now around 2000 views of our services with 35-45 live Zoom windows each
week. I hope and pray this resulted in some good outreach.
While staff is our largest expense, staff is what kept us going in 2020. Pastor Tom, Andrei,
Laura, and Bev accompanied by an army of free labor like our dedicated choir, kept our
electronic place alive. The building and all its associated expenses are pretty near if not the
next biggest expense with a really big blip like the painting every once in a while. There are
countless church buildings in the world. What would it be like if all the money spent on
buildings went to charity and staff? Would there be a big group of youth ready to join in
and become active members? Would the world be a better place?
I suspect we are not ready to give up place for a bunch of excited electrons on a monitor,
but what is making it special are the voices and images of all of us reflected in those
electrons – the church! I think maybe we need both a sense of place and the community
of presence. What do you think?
A heartfelt thanks goes out to all who pledged using the cards and also to those who
pledged just in their hearts. To anyone still contemplating or with uncertain futures, or
just understandably private about it, thank you too! Please make the time to join in on the
congregational meeting on January 31st, traditionally the weekend between playoffs and
Super Bowl where
you will see how we
did on the budget in
2020 and what we
are asked to support
in 2021. Just like
stewardship of
time and talent, the
stewardship of
treasure is dynamic
and ever changing.
Ups and downs and
“blips” are OK – as
long as we keep an
eye on our goal of
sustaining MLC.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

John Bischoff

January 2021 Schedule
of Joint Marin Lutheran
& Shepherd of the Hills
Ministries
Shepherd of the Hills is offering in person,
outdoor worship each Sunday this month.
Dress warmly as we’ll be outside on the
patio. If it’s raining it will be cancelled, (and
if, on a Sunday morning, you’re wondering
whether worship is happening, please text
or call Pastor Tom). This is a service open to
all Marin Lutheran folks! During the month
of January:

Living Our Christian Faith:
Possible Faith or Spiritual Practices
for the New Year
From Traci Smith’s Blog, Treasure Box
Tuesday: As we begin the new year, many
choose to start a new habit or practice as the
calendar changes. This year, why not try a
focus on beauty? To recognize beautiful
things requires a willingness to slow down and
take a look around. See where you find beauty
this year, be it in nature or elsewhere. Here are
some spiritual practices that focus on beauty.


o Pastor Tom will be leading worship
on 1/3rd & 10th at 11:00 am
o Pastor Kathryn will be leading
worship on 1/17th and 24th at
11:30 am
o To be determined: who will be
leading worship on the 31st.
Of course, we follow all of the health rules
for safe gatherings. We’re socially
distanced, do not sing or speak together,
and celebrate Holy Communion with
prepackaged communion sets. There is
usually a soloist and Richard Stevens (their
regular accompanist), plays the piano.
While it definitely feels different from “the
old days” last March, it’s wonderful to see
folks and worship together in person!
Marin Lutheran also continues to worship
together on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am
through live online Worship Services (using
the Zoom platform—Meeting ID:
4159243782). Call Pastor Tom if you have
questions. We also offer worship videos of
our Sunday service and video devotions on
the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel.

Pastor Tom





Noticing: Take a picture every day
(either a physical picture, or a picture
in your mind) of something beautiful.
Maybe it’s something you see in the
world around you that is “classically”
beautiful (like a flower, or a sunset.)
Maybe you’ll notice something
beautiful that you’ve overlooked time
and again.
Creating: How can you add beauty to
the world? Do you paint, or draw, or
sing? Think about creating something
of beauty, just because you can.
Appreciating: When you see, hear,
taste, touch, or smell something
beautiful, take a moment to say
“Thank you” to God for it.
Memory Verse: God has

made everything beautiful in
its time. Ecclesiastes 3:11
Faith Practice Spotlight:
Journaling. This year,
make a beauty journal. In
it, you can record all of the
things you notice, create,
or appreciate that are beautiful. Keep the
journal for a whole year, and use it for
reflection. There is beauty all around.

Congregational Meeting Highlights







Meeting held on December 6th on Zoom
Nominating Committee members were recognized and thanked for their service:
o Jeff Reinders, Chair; Lorraine Loo; Sandy Seeger; Bill Hewitt & Rick West
Jeff presented the following slate of candidates for Officer, Council, Committee &
Ministry Team positions. They were unanimously approved:
o Secretary – Denise Halloran
o Treasurer – Jenny Church
o Council Members at Large – Cheri Houts & Dale Miller
o SCRC Chair – Susan Morrow
o Cong. Care & Fellowship Co-Chairs – Carol Zlatunich &
Anke Pahmeyer
o Stewardship Chair – John Bischoff
o Worship & Music Chair – Carol Cunliffe
o Note: the Chair of Outreach remains open
A second vote was taken to approve the constitutional changes first proposed and voted
on in June. Changes approved
Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 31, 2021.

Council Meeting Highlights – December 14, 2020








2021 Ministry Plan was approved for presentation to the congregation at the annual
meeting.
Addition to the Continuing Resolutions for the Property Committee (C13.07.A10.a) was
approved, and now reads, “The Property Committee Shall: a. be responsible for the
care, maintenance and replacement of all church properties as needed, and make every
reasonable effort to consider its impact on the environment.”
Examples of signage for IHI, were shared with the council and approved. A sign will be
added underneath our main sign on the curbside hill, and one sign will be installed in
front of the fence by their entryway door.
If it is possible to hold in-person worship in the new year, it will not begin before the
end of January.
Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on 1/31/21 at 10:30am.

Denise Halloran
Sunday, January 31, 2021
Following Worship on ZOOM
Reports, Approval of Ministry Plan

WORSHIP in JANUARY
January 3, SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Within the gospel reading's profound words lies the simple message that
God is revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how
the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we
celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ
comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new
birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive
the fullness of God's grace and truth.

January 10, EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
The feast of Epiphany ("manifestation") concludes the
Christmas season with a celebration of God's glory
revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and
Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and
people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to
Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children
of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of
baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of
Christ, sharing the good news of God's love to all people.

January 17, BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation,
where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. Both Mark's
gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit's
movement that distinguishes Jesus' baptism from John's. The
Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling
us God's beloved children and setting us on Jesus' mission to recreate the world in the image of God's vision of justice and peace.

January 24, THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the
call to discipleship show us the implications of our baptismal
calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming
the good news and calling people to repentance right after
John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way.
Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very
outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers
leave everything they have known and worked for all their
lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to participate:
Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):

While 2020 was a very challenging year, we also accomplished a lot for our community:
o We won a county-wide eviction moratorium, with protection from late fees and landlord
harassment, which was extended four times, providing critical protection to families who
lost income because of the COVID-19 crisis.
o We successfully worked with the County Administrator and Board of Supervisors to
allocate $310,000 to Legal Aid of Marin to fund desperately needed legal services for lowincome tenants and landlords in Marin.
o We held our first public action with our state senator, Mike McGuire — a virtual
assembly with over 300 leaders — where Senator McGuire committed to work with us
to keep affordable housing affordable, support relief for renters, and extend Telehealth
reimbursement for low-income families and seniors.
o We worked with our sister IAF organizations across the state to expand the California
Earned Income Tax Credit (Cal-EITC) to people who file taxes without a social security
number, making thousands of immigrant families eligible who were excluded from the
CARES Act and other COVID relief efforts.
o MOC issue teams have organized more than 50 research actions to discern how we can act
together to expand affordable housing, increase renter protections, support those who are
aging, and improve mental healthcare for youth in our community.
o We trained more than 100 people in the habits and practices of organizing, through our
virtual Fall Training Series.
o And in the first week of November, we mobilized over 700 people to write letters, speak
during public comment, and sign a petition in support of Project Homekey — resulting
in the Marin Board of Supervisors’ unanimous vote to purchase two buildings and create
over 70 units of new permanent supportive housing.
Thank you for your support and stay safe!
Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:

MIC Monthly Meditation with Rev. Eleesabeth Hagar
Wednesday, January 13th – 5:30 – 6:30 pm
How does sound, particularly, benefit the practice of faith? As a hospice chaplain,
Rev. Eleesabeth began using sound at bedside for her patients and their families
in the tender times at the end of life, for whom sound has offered inspiration,
sustenance and guidance beyond mere words. Her response to COVID-19 is an
online video series with close to 200 live videos to date: Shelter in Grace Sound Meditations. She
uses a steel tongue drum, Koshi Wind Chimes and a deep singing bell where she is just as likely to
quote Einstein, as Hafiz, or David Whyte as the Bible.
During our January meditation, you can experience how sound might be a new practice or an
enhancement to your current practice. We will conclude with a rich discussion and Q&A.
To join the online meditation with video, click on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
Love offering accepted, if you are so moved.

