This month begins, in our worship or liturgical calendar, with All Saints Day. In the
early church, believers began to remember those who had been especially devout and
holy and who had died as martyrs. These were “Saints,”—persons already in heaven
and able to hear prayers and help those still living. By the middle ages, the church
calendar was overflowing with Saint’s Days. So All Saints Day was an attempt to make
sure no one was left out. After the Reformation, Lutherans and other Protestants
continued to observe All Saints Day but changed its meaning. Now it became a time
of remembrance and celebration of all Christians, ALL SAINTS, past, present, and
future.
For me, All Saints is a reminder that, as important as the future is, and as all-consuming
and troubling as present struggles are, the past is important too. This is most evident
when we celebrate Holy Communion on Sunday mornings. Not only are we gathered
with all those on the Zoom service, but we are also in communion with those who will
celebrate the Eucharist through the worship video. Further, we are celebrating with all
those Christians of every time and place when we gather around the Holy Meal. As we
partake of the bread and wine—the body and blood of Christ, we are in fellowship with
all the saints. All Saints Day. It’s a wonderful feeling and image—all the saints of every
time and place. We are not alone but surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.
Peace,

Pastor Tom

Worship in November
November 1 – ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body
of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern
regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ
and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord's table we gather with the faithful of
every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all
tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem.

November 9
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges
us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells
the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of
every time and place, we celebrate Christ's coming in our midst in the word of
life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

November 15
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the
coming day of the Lord will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come
like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of
the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and
common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of
hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ's
coming among us.

November 22 – REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus' great story of judgment.
In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are
poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd
who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this
day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the
consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful
ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

November 26 – DAY OF THANKSGIVING
At harvest time we join the psalmist in offering thanksgiving to God: "You crown
the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty." We are
grateful for the abundance of the good things of God's creation. Paul reminds us
that our thanksgiving overflows into generosity. As the body of Christ in the
world, we give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.

November 29 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Advent is about the "coming days." God's people have always lived in great
expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the
texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a "righteous
Branch to spring up for David." The Thessalonians awaited "the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all the saints." Our Lord's contemporaries hoped for
the time "to stand before the Son of Man." With them we eagerly await the
coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the
advent of our Lord in word and supper.

Stewardship
It goes without saying, 2020 has been a tough year. But there is certainly at least one thing
worth celebrating! Marin Lutheran Church has not missed a worship Sunday since that fateful
day on March 15th when we had our last worship in the sanctuary. This is thanks to the choir,
our principal accompanist, our music director, our choir, our Pastor, our administrator (who
does SO much more), additional musicians and a few talented technicians. Like most everything
else this year, the Stewardship program has been downscaled compared to other years. But
there is certainly no shortage of stewardship of the MLC community. All it took was the
challenge and everyone stepped up.
In honor of the time, effort, and talent it’s taken to maintain this incredible journey, we are
pleased to bring you the story of how these worship services are created as a thankful tribute
to all those who have kept us going through these times and those who attend every week
whether on Zoom or on You Tube! It is this caring and dedicated effort by the creators and the
participants alike that keeps us connected and worshiping together.
Coming out in November (maybe slipping into December…) will be a 4 part video series
featuring our Maestro, Andrei Gorchov, choir members, Laura who continues to create
beautiful music and accompaniment, Barbara Allen who creates the You Tube version and a
special extra by Robert Allen about the fantastic version of Shadows Lengthen Into Night that
he created for the Good Friday service. Creating these videos about the videos is definitely
teaching me what a true feat we have witnessed – it’s not what I would call easy!
So, stay tuned for more information and the eventual release of the
videos. I hope you will find them as fascinating as I have while learning
just what it takes to keep MLC continuing along without missing a beat.
Remember, accomplishing this all requires our leaders, our contributors
AND our participants to help MLC bridge these unusual times and stay
connected.
A threefold cord is not easily broken.
-Eccl 4:12
God Bless and Happy Thanksgiving!!!

John Bischoff
Stewardship Sunday
Sunday, November 15th will be our Stewardship Sunday.
As with everything this year, it will be different from other
years – no thankful procession up to the altar to drop our
commitments into a basket, or leave offerings of food around the altar; and perhaps what we are
missing more than anything these days is gathering TOGETHER for a luncheon. Nevertheless,
we will celebrate stewardship during worship. Commitment cards will arrive in the mail, which
we ask you complete and return. Stay tuned to your mail boxes for updates.

Prayer & Interfaith Gatherings
Surrounding our National Elections
As people of faith, claimed by Jesus we
believe that the role of the church is to
support and pray for the well-being of the
world, for wise leaders to be raised up,
and no matter what the outcome of the
election, that we will be given the gift of

“peace that passes all understanding that
guards our hearts and minds through
Jesus.” Philippians 4:7

Congratulations
It’s a GIRL! Sandy & Rod
Seeger have a new granddaughter, Adrian Maria
Cannistraro was born
October 22nd weighing 7lbs 6oz. Parents,
Anna & Al and big brother Antonio are all
doing well. Antonio is loving all the attention
that he is getting from grandma and grandpa
as they are watching him a lot while mom and
baby settle in! God bless this family!

With Gratitude

There are three online events offered
around the election:
ELCA Region 2 –
Livestream Prayer Gatherings:
Sunday, 11/1 at 6:00pm
Thursday, 11/ 5 at 6:00pm
Marin Interfaith Council –
Post-Election Community Gathering:
Wednesday, 11/ 4 at 6:00pm
Refer to 10/31 (MLC Missive) email for
specific information, registration and links
for these online gatherings.

Andrei & Laura continue to WOW us
each week with what they do with the
music for each week’s service. We
certainly thank them. BUT have you
heard the “BEAT” supporting many of the
songs we sing? That’s Robert Allen! He
provides percussion in many different
forms and sometimes additional
accompaniment to add extra interest to
the music. Thank you Robert!
Throughout the summer months Paul
Davis was called on often to make repairs
to or tweak our irrigation system. It’s
rather persnickety
sometimes. Thanks
to Paul our plantings
are looking good.
Gutters clogged with
leaves and debris is
an annual occurrence. This fall we thank
Jim Bedilion for tackling these gutters
and getting them cleaned out.
Recently a call went out to Rob Zlatunich
to see about helping with an assortment
of small projects – weather proofing
doors, installing towel racks and a cross
holder. He’s on it and will be checking
these things off the list. Thank you!

Marin Lutheran Church Women
Bible Study – Holy time
Session 3: Holy future, reimagining the time to come
Focus verse: Matthew 28:20b – “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Pastor Tom will lead the study on Zoom, Thursday, November 5th at 10:00am.
For those who do not receive the Gather magazine, the Bible study will be emailed to you. All
women are encouraged to attend this discussion even if it is the first time.
Quilts – We completed 64 quilts this year for Lutheran World
Relief. A few were displayed during the service on October 11th
when they were blessed before sending them on their way to the
LWR warehouse to be distributed around the world. Thank you:
 to all the women who sewed and tied quilts this year and
to Jane for her herculean efforts during the shelter in place
to complete this number of quilts
 to Cathy & Jim Bedilion for picking up the quilts from Jane’s and packing them all in
boxes at church
 to Bev & Jim Kamphoefner for transporting them to the LWR Ingathering in Cupertino
The quilts we made and shipped last year (2019) found their way to Mali where the need for
assistance is great.
Mali is a landlocked country in West Africa with a population of 19.1 million people,
67% of whom are under the age of 25. Since 2015 there has been escalating conflict in
Central Mali between agricultural communities over access to land and water with the
creation of rival militias. The death toll of children is high, approximately 900 schools
have closed and militias actively recruit children. In June of this year there was a coup
d’état resulting in the resignation of the president so bloodshed would be avoided.
Military leaders promise to hold elections in the future.
Guarded news about the LWR shipment to Beirut: After the August 4 blast in Beirut it was
believed that 3 shipping containers filled with 22,000 quilts as well as other LWR kits headed
to Lebanon were destroyed. They have now discovered that these containers suffered damage
but were not destroyed. Access to the port is difficult, so they are still trying to determine how
much damage was done and if there are supplies that can be salvaged/used.
WELCA Thankofferings
During the service on November 22, we will hold our Thankofferings in prayer.
Since we are not gathering in-person to receive these offerings, we encourage
everyone to write a check, payable to MLCW, note “Thankoffering” in the
memo line and mail them to Cathy Bedilion, 1195 Butterfield Rd., San Anselmo,
CA 94960. Your gifts are used to support the work of WELCA around the
world, specifically with women & children and justice issues.

SOCIAL ACTION
NOVEMBER FOOD DRIVE
During these challenging times, we know
that a great many of our Marin neighbors
are counting on the Food Bank for
sustenance. In response to this heightened
need, our caring congregation is once
again collecting canned proteins, fruits,
vegetables, and other nonperishable
items through Saturday, November 14th.
While food barrels are traditionally
brought to our church by Food Bank
personnel for us to fill, that is not
currently possible. Please bring your
contributions to the drop-off bin in front
of the main entrance to our sanctuary, or
place your items indoors in the Narthex
bin.
A Community
Drop-off Day is
scheduled at the
Food Bank's site
at 2550 Kerner
Blvd in San Rafael

on Sunday, November 15th from 10:00 2:00. Volunteers will be available onsite to
unload goods from vehicles during those
hours. We will be delivering our church's
contributions on this date.
Please note: the Marin Food Bank is
continually in search of volunteers,
particularly to staff its Pop-Up Pantries.
Please contact the organization directly at
sfmfoodbank.org if you can help answer
this call to service at any of these Food
Bank sites in Marin:
Tuesday
Bahia Vista
Wednesday
Northgate Drive-Thru
Wednesday
Marin Community Health Hub –
San Rafael
Thursday
Marin Community Health Hub – Novato
Lagunitas School

Brown House Update: KITCHEN & BED/BATH SHOWER!
Each fall our Social Action Committee spearheads Marin Lutheran's service projects at the
Brown House in San Rafael, which serves families in need of housing. In the past we have
renovated their kitchens, updated bathrooms, and spruced up their backyard and play area.
This year our projects will look different!
We have been asked to provide items for both their common use areas and for single family
spaces. Members of our congregation will partner with Thrivent to promote an event that
will benefit families in residence at the Brown House. We will throw a “SHOWER” (online)
to help us get Kitchen and Bed & Bath supplies needed by families at the Brown House. We
will be asking our congregation members to provide any of the following items:
Kitchen:
 Pots and pans with lids (set for up and downstairs kitchens)
 (dozen) cooking utensils for up and downstairs kitchens
 (dozen) forks and spoons for up and downstairs
 six kitchen rugs

Bed & Bath:
 Sheet sets
 Towels
 Blankets
More specifics will be coming via an email. All these items will be collected at Marin
Lutheran and delivered to the Brown House on December 15th. In addition, food items for
the families are being requested, including the following nonperishable goods:
o Coffee
o Teas
o Hot chocolate
o Canned soups
We will begin collecting coffees, teas, etc. in the Narthex after the close of the Food Bank
drive on November 15th.
"Love consecrates the humblest act
And haloes mercy's deeds:
It sheds a benediction sweet
And hallows human needs."
(LBW Hymn 122)
We are deeply grateful for our congregation's loving commitment and faithfulness in
service.

Mary Creigh Houts for Social Action Ministry Team
Finance Notes:
The October financial books are not yet closed, but at
a glance it appears we have met our ministry plan for
giving for the month. The plan called for $26,000 in
giving income and we believe we will have achieved that or come very close.
Thank you to everyone for your gifts, thank you to those that have sent in gifts above
your regular giving!
Meeting our October giving plan is great, but it means that we did not put a dent into
the $10,200 we were behind in giving as of the end of September. We continue to ask
that you give as you can and if you are able to give more, to do so.
For years, our giving has increased at the end of the year, so our ministry plan reflects
that. In November our plan is for $28,000 in giving income and in December, $30,000.
In addition, $5,000 was anticipated for “Christmas” giving. A good share of the
Christmas gifts comes from all those members & visitors who fill the pews for our three
Christmas Eve services. This year will be different, so we again appeal to all of you to do
what you can to support the Christmas giving.
Thank you, Jim Kamphoefner

Worship & Music
Happy Fall from the Worship and Music Committee.
We hope you are enjoying our Zoom worship services every Sunday. It’s good to see familiar
faces each week. The YouTube service posted later on in the morning is another way to worship
if you can’t get to the Zoom service. The sound quality is definitely better on the YouTube
services, so try them out, especially if Andrei has put together one of his anthem videos.
Special thanks to Andrei and Laura who consistently put together wonderful, meaningful
music. The choir sounds fantastic and we hope you are singing along during the services.
One of the items we are working on is getting information for our annual German language
Christmas service. We talked with some of our German members who regularly attend the
service to get their thoughts on whether we should attempt to hold an in-person service. There
was a consensus that this is not the year to hold this service. As we learn about other options for
a German language service, we will get that information out to you.
We are also working with Community Media Center of
Marin to tape, edit and produce a Lessons and Carols
Christmas Service that will be broadcast at 6:00pm on
Christmas Eve on our local community TV station. The
timeline for taping this will be sometime during the second
half of November. We will be sending out lots of requests to help us prepare for this: We’ll need
help putting up Christmas decorations [in November], we’ll enlist readers to come tape the
readings, choir members will be busy recording music for the service. As the schedule to do all
this falls into place we will be sending out our requests. Stay tuned.
In addition, Pastor Tom and Pastor Kathryn will be leading a joint MLC/ELIM Family
Christmas service on Zoom at 4:00pm on Christmas Eve. This service will include an
interactive children’s message. Although geared to kids and families, ANYONE can join this
service as well.
This is all exciting and new, but we do look forward to the time when we can join together in
song and worship!

Carol Cunliffe
Thanksgiving Day
On November 26th at 10:00am our Thanksgiving Day service
will be held on Zoom. Join us from the comfort of your home
as we give thanks and praise to God for many blessings.

Who’s ever heard of FLAT JESUS?
FLAT JESUS reminds us that Jesus is with us always
wherever we go and whatever we do. The idea is to take FLAT
JESUS with you and take pictures then share them with us.
We’ve enjoyed receiving the pictures of your children with
FLAT JESUS.
Flat Jesus visiting the White House
with Pastor Tom last month.

Here are a couple of the photos that Pastor
Tom took with FLAT JESUS on his recent vacation. We’d love to
get more pictures from all of you! Please show us where FLAT
JESUS has been with you, by sending your pictures in to the
church office.
Flat Jesus at the MLK Jr.
Memorial

Confirmation Ministry

Zoom classes began last month and continue this month with our Confirmation classes
on Sunday evenings from 5 to 5:45pm. Continuing through our three-year curriculum we
move from our study of the Old Testament to learning about Lutheran history and
Luther’s Small Catechism.
This month we meet on Sunday, November 8th and 22nd, from 5 – 5:45pm on Zoom
(Meeting ID: 4159243782).

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
We began our study of the book, White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for
White People to Talk About Race, by Robin DiAngelo a few months ago.
It will continue through mid-December.
Each session we’ll review the main points of the chapter on which we’re
focused. Then we’ll respond to a few questions from the facilitator.
Everyone is welcome to join in the conversation. The goal is to learn about
the concepts the author presents in the book and grow in our Christian
understanding of personal and systemic racism and white supremacy.
Each session we will strive to create a safe space to discuss these difficult issues with mutual
love, grace and mercy.
Sundays
11 to 11:45 am

Topic

Presenter

November 1st

Chapter 9: White Fragility in Action

Pastor Tom

November 8th

Chapter 10: White Fragility and the Rules of
Engagement

Pastor Tom

November 15th

Chapter 11: White Women’s Tears

TBA

Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
Shepherd of the Hills is offering in person worship each Sunday they have a pastor to lead
worship. This is a service open to all Marin Lutheran folks! All of the health rules for safe
indoor worship are followed. We are socially distanced throughout the sanctuary, do not sing
or speak together, and celebrate Holy Communion with prepackaged communion sets. Kathy
Bayler is the soloist and Richard Stevens (their regular accompanist) plays the piano. While it
definitely feels different from “the old days” back in March, it is wonderful to see folks and
worship in person!
The worship schedule during the month of November at SHLC is:
 11/1 & 11/15 worship at 11:30am – led by Pastor Kathryn (note start time)
 11/22 & 11/29 worship at 11:00am – led by Pastor Tom
Marin Lutheran also continues to worship together on Sunday mornings (9:30 am) through Live
online Worship Services using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782 (Call Pastor Tom if
you have questions). We also offer worship videos of our Sunday service and video devotions on
the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel.

Pastor Tom
October Council

NOVEMBER Birthdays

 Reviewed initial draft of 2021 Ministry
Plan presented by finance.

4

Joanna West

5

Michaela Marymor

 Guest, Dale Miller, presented proposal
to consider electric replacements when
gas appliances fail.

8

Nicky Church

10

Sandy Seeger

12

Craig Geiger

13

Erika Cunliffe

15

Emily Rosendahl

21

Roy Allen

23
28

Keith Chan
Cathy Bedilion

29

Dan Watrous

30

Carolyn Myhre

 Reviewed property motions for repair
work to be done on west side of church
building and door replacements. Need
to continue to obtain bids for work.
 Small group gatherings will continue to
be offered.
 Shepherd of the Hills planning for inperson services.
Ann Marymor
Council President

At-Home Spiritual Practices and Faith Formation Tips:
The Practice of Generosity….


It can be relatively easy to donate money to a cause we care about, but it can be harder
to decide to give of our time. Has the Spirit been tugging on your heart when a certain
person, cause, or organization is mentioned? Be attentive to those prompts. How might
God be calling you to act on them?



Our God is a generous God. Read Psalm 36:5-9, and spend some time thinking about
the abundant gifts God has lavished on us in creation and in other ways. Make a list of
everything you can think of that testifies to God’s generosity. If there are kids in your
home, invite them to draw pictures of those things. Hang your list where you can see it
often!

For more on faith practices from Faith Formation Ministries, visit:
www.crcna.org/FaithFormation/Practices .

COMMUNITY PARTNER UPDATES
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come
to the following events:
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches,
synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core
mission is the building of a power organization through the identification,
development and mentorship of leaders from member institutions.

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):
Mark your calendar for our next MOC Leaders Meeting
on Tuesday, November 10th from 7pm-8:30pm. Join us
to reflect together, hear from our research teams, and
discuss our next steps moving forward. Register at
www.bayareaiaf.org/calendar (click on the meeting
link in the calendar).
Registration is also now open for our MOC Fall Training
Series: The Habits and Practices of Organizing. In this
four-part series, you'll learn about leadership, power,
relational meetings, and how to organize your
institution. Use the web address at the bottom of the
graphic, to register. Please note that this registration is
not through Zoom, but you will be emailed the link for
each Zoom meeting as the date approaches.

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:

Emerging Visionaries
The 15th Annual Fundraiser for the Marin Interfaith Council
Thursday, November 19, 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm via Zoom / Registration Required
(see below)
This year our event celebrates a vision of transformative, spiritually-rooted action that
responds to the questions we face in 2020. Through storytelling, sharing emerging
perspectives, and timeless wisdom, local faith & nonprofit leaders will inspire attendees to see
and enact their own vision for shifting the current reality towards a world where everyone
thrives and is welcome.
Our Speakers:
Bishop Johnathan Logan – Pastor of Cornerstone Comm Church of God in Christ, Marin City
Khadija Hansia-Gibson – The Islamic Center of Mill Valley
Jennifer Stone, MASC – Facilitator, Educator & Spiritual Activist
Reservation Information: Sliding scale: $50-$20 / No one turned away for lack of funds.
Register at the Marin Interfaith Website: www.marinifc.org. Zoom link will be sent at time of
registration.

MIC Monthly Meditation with Shivani Hawkins
Wednesday, November 11, 2020: 5:30 – 6:30 pm on Zoom
Shivani Hawkins is a meditation teacher and multi-disciplinary artist, and the
founder of Living Sanskrit. Born both American and into the yogic tradition,
she is devoted to preserving and accurately practicing ancient indigenous
wisdom in modern times and non-native contexts.
Shivani started teaching meditation in 2001, and professionally a few years
later at the suggestion of her spiritual teacher. Since then, Shivani has shared
meditation with thousands of people at venues that range from corporate offices to hospitals
to schools. From 2008-2014, Shivani was a Fellow with the Berkeley Initiative for Mindfulness
and Law, leading retreats and weekly meditation sessions at Berkeley Law School.
Alongside teaching, Shivani is a prolific artist, photographer, and writer. She is a graduate of
the Waterfront Conservatory and Playhouse, a member of the California Bar, and has a J.D.
from the University of Southern California and a B.A. in Rhetoric with minors in Theater,
Business Administration, and South Asian Studies from the University of California, Berkeley.
To join the online meditation with video, go to Marin Interfaith council website for link:
www.marinifc.org/mic-monthly-meditation
Cost: Love Offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online, or by mailing a check.

