Update on Resuming In-Person Worship
At the September Council meeting our elected leaders and I, once again, discussed the
possibility of resuming in person worship. Three questions informed our conversation. First,
we discussed the issue of safety protocols. What do we need to do to keep worship safe? The
answer to this question involves not only what and what’s not safe to do in worship, but also
entering and exiting the building, maintaining lists of everyone in worship for contact tracing
purposes, and other considerations. Secondly, what would the Sunday morning worship
schedule look like? What times would the in-person worship and the Zoom worship be held?
Finally, would we continue to create a worship video each week?
As we discussed these issues and further questions that arose, we came to the conclusion that
we will not host in person worship at MLC until after the end of this year.
Our Zoom services and YouTube virtual services will continue weekly. We will continue to offer
opportunities for getting together through more Small Group Gatherings. These occasions are
as safe as we can make them (distancing, masks, outdoors, etc.), and are a good way to connect
with other members of MLC that you haven’t seen in a while.
We are also welcome to attend Shepherd of the Hills Sunday worship at 11 am. Beginning
October 18th they will be worshiping in person weekly.
I close with a prayer that Faith shared with me. It’s a most appropriate and comforting prayer
for our times.
Dear God, thank you for overcoming the world. Thank you that in all things we are more than
conquerors because of you and your love for us. Today and every day, help us to “turn away
from evil and do good; to seek peace and pursue it.” Make us eager to maintain unity, and slow
to become angry. Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing to
you. Guide our feet in the way of peace and teach us to number our days so that we may gain a
heart of wisdom. Heal our lands Lord, and bless your people with peace. Amen.

Pastor Tom

Worship in October
October 4
A little faith goes a long way is our Lord’s point in the gospel.
A mustard seed’s worth has miraculous potential. The patience,
tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings
received in water and the word (holy baptism), bread and wine (holy
communion), the word read and proclaimed in this assembly.
Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving.

October 11: Blessing of the Animals
The animals of God’s creation inhabit the skies, the earth, and the
sea. They share in the ways of human beings. They have a part in our
lives. Francis of Assisi recognized this when he called the animals,
wild and tame, his brothers and sisters. Remembering Francis’ love
for these brothers and sister of ours, we thank God for letting us share
the earth with all the creatures.

October 18
We give thanks for the healing professions, and healing ministries.
Many scholars believe that St. Luke was a physician who lived in the
Greek city of Antioch in Ancient Syria, He had become a disciple of the
apostle Paul. The Early Church ascribed to St. Luke the authorship of
both the “Gospel of Luke” and the “Acts of the Apostles.”

October 25: REFORMATION SUNDAY
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church
must always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ
in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of
God's grace that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this
life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in
baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite
more fully in worship and mission.

Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
Sunday, September 20th I led the first in-person worship service at Shepherd of the Hills since
March 8th. We followed all of the health rules for safe indoor worship: we were socially distanced
throughout the sanctuary, did not sing or speak together, and celebrated Holy Communion with
prepackaged communion sets. Kathy Bayler was the soloist and Richard Stevens (their regular
accompanist) played the piano. While it definitely felt different from “the old days” back in March,
it was wonderful to see folks I have not seen, for a long time.
Going forward, SHLC will offer in person worship on the 18th and 25th of October at 11 am. The
hope is to also begin another mid-week education series before the end of the year.
We will continue to worship together on Sunday mornings (9:30 am) through live online Worship
Services (using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782 (Call Pastor Tom if you have
questions), and worship videos and devotions on the Marin Lutheran YouTube channel.

Pastor Tom

Stewardship
Six months! That’s right, it’s been 6 months since the shutdown began and it seems like
we are in the same place, but we are not, really. We’ve all certainly learned a lot about
avoiding illness, the whole country has a new understanding of race in our history, and
we lost a champion of women’s, men’s, and LGBTQ rights in Ruth Bader-Ginsburg.
One of the stewardship articles I looked at recently was talking about setting off on a
journey with children and inevitably the question that comes out is “Are we there yet?”
The author, Timothy Siburg, continues on to say,
“Are we there, to the other side of this pandemic? Are we there, where we recognize that
there is injustice and inequality, and there is work to be done to rectify this? Are we there,
where we recognize how interdependent and connected we are with our neighbors near
and far all around the world? Are we there yet? Probably not. But when we consider how
our stewardship relates to our challenges, I have hope that how we live into them shines a
light on how we can be generous amid all the stuff of life swirling around us. I have hope
that we’ll get there, because our generous and abundant God is with us now and
always.”
Thanks to some quick financial action with the Paycheck Protection Program and thanks
to all of you, MLC is still on the journey started almost 75 years ago. While we are not
gathering in our building, the Zoom services have been going strong with 35-45 zoomers
joining each week and 25-35 views of the YouTube version of the service. Stewardship
of the community of MLC is alive and kicking! Thanks to all who kept giving and
contributing to our services. I saw that soon, churches may begin worship gatherings of
25% capacity or 100 people. I forget what our capacity is, but if we had to worry about
breaking 100, that would be fantastic! Our council has been discussing re-opening since
we sheltered in place and we will be looking forward to 2021 to begin in-person worship.
November is the traditional month of our stewardship celebration. Last year was the
breakfast burrito year. This year - ???? Stay tuned for some celebration of the community of
MLC which continues now and into the future. I don’t expect we’ll ever be satisfied that we
are “there” and there’s nothing else to accomplish. We’ll be on the journey for a long time
to come.
1 Corinthians 3:6:
“I planted the seed, Apollos watered the plant,
but it was God who made the plant grow.”

John Bischoff

Church Council Highlights – September 14th






After reviewing all options and input from each council member, the decision was made
that we will continue to hold worship remotely for the remainder of 2020. This will
include weekly Zoom services and virtual YouTube services.
We will have the opportunity to join SHLC for in-person worship services at 11:00am.
Pastor Tom will host Small Group Gatherings (max of 10 people) so that we can reconnect with other members of our church family. Schedule of these will come out in
early October.
Adult Forum continues to read and discuss the book "White Fragility.” Suggestion was
made to have an intergenerational discussion on race, so we will look at this further.
Approved plan to install ADA automatic door opener on the main front door leading into
the narthex.

Denise Halloran
(Reprinted from July/August newsletter)
We are displaying the sign, “Black Lives Matter”
as a public witness to our values and beliefs. Just
as the good shepherd in the parable abandons the
99 to save the one in danger, so too must we shine
a light and join the fight for justice for our black
brothers and sisters, and for all marginalized and
oppressed people.
Our own denomination, the ELCA, is predominantly white; one privilege afforded those
of us who are white is to be able to choose to ignore issues of race in our daily lives. We
may believe we are individually free of racism and racist thoughts, yet we have been
socialized in this country with its white supremacist foundations and racist systems. In
the face of this, we cannot be neutral; we need to actively oppose racism and injustice
wherever it exists. We can no longer be the “great stumbling block in the stride toward
freedom” that Martin Luther King, Jr. bemoaned in the Letter from Birmingham Jail;
“the white moderate who is more devoted to order than to justice; who prefers a
negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which is the presence
of justice.”
In the words of ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton: “The extrajudicial
killings of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd that we
have seen have laid open the wound in our country that has never
been fully dealt with and has never healed. The officer's knee
suffocating the life out of George Floyd reminds us that blatant acts
of intimidation, hatred, and violence continue. Peaceful protests,
vigils and demonstrations are not only legitimate but essential to
move this country and this church to honest and deep selfexamination. Our country and our church are infected with racism
and white supremacy. We cannot turn away from this truth. To
deny it is dishonest and dangerous.”

Marin Lutheran Church Council

President’s Page
Despite the past 6 months of uncertainty, there are 3 items
that we’ve kept on the church council’s agenda. Property –
using this down time to get things done with our church
home. 75th Anniversary –January 2023 we will celebrate 75
years of ministry in Marin. Reaching Out to Fight Racism –
we put up a banner, will focus on education through the adult forum but what else? Please
let us know your thoughts. If you want to know what the greater ELCA is doing – just
google – ELCA policy on (fill in the blank). The statement on racism asks for “forgiveness
for staying silent”. We can’t control what race we’re born into but we can actively be
“welcoming to all”. Take advantage of a new series: Examining Whiteness in the ELCA,
sponsored by the Office of Congregational Relations at CLU: 5 Thursdays in October, 9:3011:00am. For details visit: https://www.callutheran.edu/mission-identity/congregationalrelations/events/examiningwhitenessintheelca.html.
Just a heads up from the Town of Corte Madera planning department. The offices to the
north of the church – Bank of America to the former Daphne’s building – even though they
look like one development are 3 separate parcels. The middle building that is now the
Family Health Center, has proposed to build a “deck” above the parking lot between the
BofA and their building. This “deck” would provide housing for 3 apartments. This is in the
initial stages of review.
You may also have heard that the property to the east, of Peet’s, the current site of the
[closed] Budget Inn, is proposed to be a new 22 guestroom motel. That development is
farther along in the approval process.
Special thanks to Pastor Tom, Bev, Andrei, Laura, Jim, John, Barbara and Rod for seamlessly
transitioning us from in-person to virtual worship. It has been so nice to “see” familiar
faces from various places.
Happy Fall – Ann

Marymor, Council President
In Our Prayers

We hold these members in our prayers each week. They are cared for in extended
care facilities. COVID has made visiting and ministering to them difficult. Keeping
them free of coronavirus is a top priority however.
 Rose A. is at Marin Convalescent & Rehab Hospital in Tiburon. The Hansens
and Sandy have visited her from afar and talked with her on the phone.
 Gisela N. resides at Alma Via in Terra Linda. Sandy is able to stay in touch
with Gisela via phone calls which she appreciates.
 Annegret S. is being cared for in the skilled nursing center at the Tamalpais.
 Marie C. has been at South Marin Health & Wellness Center in Greenbrae,
since suffering a stroke in March. Sandy S. & Jim K. with Chuck, visit Marie
through her window weekly to say hello, sing songs and say a prayer with her.
Separation from loved ones is very difficult so we ask that you continue to keep
these women and all residents in care facilities in your prayers.

News from Social Action Ministry Team
Upcoming Food Bank Drive

Homeward Bound of Marin Update

MLC will again collect food for the
SF-Marin Food Bank beginning the
week of Sunday, October 25 and
continuing through Thursday,
November 19. The Food Bank is
still unable to deliver its food
barrels to the church, so we will set
up for collection as we did this
summer. A bin will be in the narthex for dropoff if you have a key for access or you may
place items in the bin outside the narthex
door. We thank the Seegers who have again
volunteered to make the deliveries of the food
we gather each week. Many heartfelt thanks
to all of you who continue to support the Food
Bank with your gifts. $300 was sent to the
food bank in September for their triple match!

Much has been happening with Homeward
Bound and its Mill Street Center shelter. In
preparation for the remodeling and expansion
of the shelter, it was shut down and all
residents were relocated to New Beginnings
Center main campus in Novato. Staff
members from Mill Street Center are
temporarily working at a new location to
assist the County of Marin’s COVID-19
emergency response for homeless individuals.
Because of these changes, their meal
delivery program has been cancelled until
further notice. The culinary team at
Homeward Bound of Marin will be making
breakfast, lunch and dinner for residents in
the coming months.

The need for this assistance continues to be
greater than ever. In addition to food items,
there is need for volunteers to help at the 27
neighborhood pop-up pantries that have been
set up or to deliver groceries to 12,000 senior
participants for the Pantry at Home program.
Likewise, help is needed with sorting and
packing the food at the warehouse. Finally,
donations may be made with the confidence
that they result in immediate action to feed
those in need. Please see more information at
www.sfmfoodbank.org/volunteer.
Family House Project
October has usually been the time for our
annual renovation project at the Homeward
Bound Family House Shelter. As was stated
last month, due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and corresponding restrictions, there has
been ongoing discussion with the shelter
administrators to determine a safe and
workable plan for a project. At this time,
we await their reply and will pass along
information when received.

We are asked to stay tuned for more news as
they create a new Mill Street Center and they
offer sincere thanks for the contributions of
MLC through all these years. We will keep
everyone posted on this news when received
and we can plan on how we will continue to
serve those in need. And we also extend deep
gratitude to all at MLC who have helped with
this endeavor.
Fighting Racism
Our team members have viewed and
approved an additional chart to share as
another tool for contemplation and growth.
Please see following page:
Consider the graphic, developed by Safehouse
Progressive Alliance for Nonviolence (2005)
and adapted by Ellen Tuzzolo (2016):
If we see white supremacy as a collection of
ideas that values whiteness over other
cultures, then we can begin to explore how
the status quo is maintained in institutions
with well-intentioned people who do not
consider themselves racist.

Cathy Bedilion

OCTOBER Celebrations
Birthdays
1
2
6
10
15
17
19
20
21

Courtney Hutchinson
Jim Kamphoefner
Margaret Rosano
Charles Conrad
Margot Gergus
Pastor Tom Gable
Elizabeth Haxton
Marie Jacobs
Alexander Smith
Hannah Gable
Abby Chan
Natalie West
Dawn Brewster

22
30

Pr. Kathryn Gulbranson
Caitlin Jacobs
Paul Davis

Anniversaries
4
9
22
29
30

Bev & Jim Kamphoefner
Marie & Charles Conrad
Katharine & Will Peck
Dawn & Clint Bastin
Eric & Monica Bergman

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
We began our study of the book, White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People
to Talk About Race, by Robin DiAngelo a few months ago. It will continue this month
and through the fall.
While this is a book study, you don’t necessarily need to have read the entire book.
Each session we’ll review the main points of the chapter on which we’re focused. Then
we’ll respond to a few questions from the facilitator. Everyone is welcome to join in the
conversation.
The goal is to learn about the concepts the author presents in the book and grow in our Christian
understanding of personal and systemic racism and white supremacy.
Each session we will strive to create a safe space to discuss these difficult issues with mutual love,
grace and mercy.
Class Schedule: Until further notice, classes will be on Zoom (Meeting ID: 4159243782)
Sundays
11 to 11:45 am
September 27th
October 4

th

th

October 11
th

Topic

Presenter

Chapter 6: Anti-Blackness

Jim Kamphoefner

Chapter 7: Racial Triggers for White People

Susan Morrow

Chapter 8: The Result: White Fragility

Yvonne Weidmann

th

Oct 18 & 25

NO CLASS

November 1st

Chapter 9: White Fragility in Action
Chapter 10: White Fragility and the Rules of

November 8th
November 15th
nd

Engagement
Chapter 11: White Women’s Tears

th

Nov 22 & 29

TBA
TBA
TBA

NO CLASS

Bridges Conference Study:
You are invited to participate in a book study very relevant to our time!
Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the US
We will meet via Zoom on 6 Sundays, starting September 27th at 2 pm.
We will read two chapters of "Dear Church" by L. Duncan before each
meeting and then gather for 1-2 hours as we discuss those chapters.
Sept 27: Intro & Chapter 1
Oct 4: Chapters 2 & 3
Oct 11: Chapters 4 & 5
Oct 18: Chapters 6 & 7
Oct 25: Chapters 8 & 9
Nov 1: Chapters 10 & 11

Open to all!
Please request an "invite" by
emailing:
bridgesconference.sps@gmail.com
Pastor Ned O’Donnell

Children’s Ministry
Who’s ever heard of FLAT JESUS?
FLAT JESUS reminds us that Jesus is with us always wherever we go and whatever we
do. The idea is to take Flat Jesus with you and take pictures then share them with us. In
the last few weeks our children should have received your own Flat Jesus—please let us
know if they didn’t. Here are a few of the photos we’ve received so far. This month,
please send in more pictures of you and FLAT JESUS and the places you go and the
things you do together. Then, send the photos to the church office. If it’s okay with your
Mom or Dad, we’ll include them in our worship service.
Abby, Josie, Vivi, Max and Sadie have shared pictures of their FLAT JESUS:

Back-to-School Blessing
Sunday, September 13th during our Zoom service we blessed our children and their school
supplies as they begin another school year albeit very differently due to COVID. It was
great to see many of the kids and their families. We thank our readers Abby, Robert and
Anita for participating in both the Zoom and YouTube services.

Confirmation Ministry
We began Confirmation class last month and will
continue this month with our classes held on Zoom
on Sunday evenings from 5 to 5:45pm. Continuing
through our three-year curriculum we move from
our study of the Old Testament to learning about
Lutheran history and Luther’s Small Catechism.
This month we meet on Sunday, October 11th and
25th— from 5 to 5:45pm.
Zoom meeting ID: 4159243782.

Marin Lutheran Church Women
Bible Study: Thursday, October 8th at 10:00am on Zoom (meeting
ID - 4159243782)
Session 2: Holy time: Recognizing the now – Pastor Tom leads this study: by the Rev.
Meghan Johnston Aelabouni
 Scriptures: Mark 14:3-9, Luke 4:16-21, Luke 12:54-56, 2 Corinthians 6:1-10
 Themes/Questions: How do we grasp the times we are living in? How did Jesus, the
woman who anointed him, and Paul all recognize “kairos” time–and what is it?
What does it mean to recognize our calling to “be present”?
Quilts: Work on quilts has continued in women’s homes throughout COVID’s sheltering in
place and other restrictions. We will deliver them to the LWR Ingathering in Cupertino the
middle of October, so they can begin their journey to needy families around the world.

Jane McKenzie

At-Home Spiritual Practices for individuals and groups
Practicing Gratitude:
Grateful praying
 Start prayers with thank-yous rather than requests. Meeting God in a posture of
gratitude reminds us that everything we are and have is a gift from God.
 Finish the day with gratitude. Use bedtime prayers to list things that happened
during the day that you’re grateful for, and thank God for those things.
Grateful eating
 Tour a CSA (community-supported agriculture) farm and learn about what it
takes to grow fruits and vegetables. Pick or purchase some food to take home
with you. Cook it together and give thanks that God gifts people with the ability
to grow food for us to eat.
 If a farm isn’t accessible to you, do some research about where your favorite
foods come from. Who plants it, tends it, harvests it, distributes it, stocks it in the
grocery store? For example, try to fill in all the links in the food production chain
for making a pizza. Find out what it takes to produce flour, cheese, tomato sauce,
and your favorite toppings. Then give thanks for all those people and for God’s
provision through them.
 If you’re not in the habit of saying mealtime prayers, this is a great time to
start! Giving thanks for our food reminds us to stop at least three times a day and
remember God’s goodness.
Grateful walking
 If you walk your neighborhood and try to think of a new thing or person to be
grateful for every time you turn a corner.
 Walk in a park or woods and note all the many different kinds of plants. Thank
God for the infinite variety of his beautiful creation.
From https://www.crcna.org/FaithFormation/practicing-gratitude-family

Condolences

Property

Jean Wallman who
celebrated her 101st birthday
in January, passed away. She
lived at The Tamalpais and well
into her ninety's she would ride Whistlestop
to join us for church. Her daughter, Betty,
shared the following:

The most active area of property during
COVID has been outside – our gardening!
Beginning in August, we resumed our
monthly, 1st Saturday gardening day. Lots
has been accomplished in the first two
months, as everything was overgrown.
We had a bit of professional help to finish
the curbside hill (a gift from a member),
so things are looking quite “trim” now.
THANKS to all who have come to tackle
our outdoor chores. In addition to
gardening, we’ve thrown in a bit of
cleaning here and there.

Mother had a full life—she always, always
tried to be the best person she could be. She
loved Marin Lutheran and all the people
there. I was lucky that The Tamalpais
allowed me to be with her for her last eight
days. She had suffered from the isolation—
Zoom meetings are not the same as touch
and emotional presence. The staff were
all wonderful and will forever
have my respect.
We thank God for the
life of Jean and ask
that God's comfort
and peace surround
her family.

Greenery
It’s October and what comes to mind?
Christmas greenery, of course!
Ordering this year will all be done
online. Near the beginning of the
month we will email the greenery
brochure to you with all the
instructions on how to order/pay.
A bonus this year!
We will deliver your
items to you. Items
arrive the first week
in December. Order
from church and you
won’t need to go
out in December to
buy greenery!

We invite anyone to come lend a hand on
Saturday, October 2nd from 9:00am –
12noon for our October gardening day.
We ask that you bring gardening tools and
work gloves if you have them.
Council approved the installation of an
ADA automatic door opener for the
main (west) entrance into the narthex.
While Pastor Bonnie & Clint Bell were
members here, Pr. Bonnie championed
the necessity of having good ADA
accessibility. I believe we all know it’s
vital, but getting it accomplished is
sometimes rather slow. The majority
of the cost for this door opener will be
covered by gifts the Bells themselves
specified for ADA upgrades and from a
memorial gift given in Pastor Bonnie’s
memory. Our thanks to Pastor Bonnie
along with her family members for making
this possible. We will be scheduling a
time for this installation.
We are getting estimates on new heat
pumps (electrical) in order to compare
them with our estimates received for a
new gas furnace for the sanctuary. You
may remember, we are on borrowed time
with our current furnace, and we want to
be prepared when we need to replace it.

Bev Kamphoefner

Financial Snapshot
The Good
o In this challenging year, our YTD giving through the first six months, January - June, was
right on target with our ministry plan (+$821), and giving was 8% higher than the
previous year, 2019
The Bad
o For the third month in a row, July - Sept,
giving has fallen short of ministry plan
o Giving has trailed 2019 giving in each of the
past four months
o Year-to-date giving is $11,200 or 5% below
our ministry plan
The Possible
o We are confident that we can overcome
this shortfall if we work on it now
o Please keep current with your pledge, or
even give an additional gift if you are able,
to help Marin Lutheran weather this difficult time

Growing in Generosity
Rooted in Faith

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come
to the following events:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of
churches, synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin
County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power organization
through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions.
Congratulations MOC! Look at what we've accomplished this week:
 Marin supervisors set aside $400,000 for legal help for renters, of which $310,000 will
go to Legal Aid of Marin.
 Additionally, Governor Newsom approved an expansion of the earned income and
young child tax credits to immigrant workers.
Delegates Assembly: Come celebrate with us and discuss our next steps for building power in
Marin by attending our delegates assembly and action on October 1st from 7:00pm-8:30pm.
To register for this virtual meeting hosted on Zoom, follow:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUocOuqrDIsE9HKAGouRkNhbTZTuqbF7O22.
Upcoming Meetings: The work of MOC continues through online meetings.
If you are interested in participating, or if you have any questions, please ask Pastor Tom.
(pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 916-479-3308).

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:
Monthly Meditation with Melusina Gomez--Wednesday, October 14, 2020—5:30 – 6:30 pm

Melusina’s healing arts practice combines the principles and practices of
traditional healing art from Mexico, with influences from Europe to address
trauma and imbalance. Melusina has studied and practiced Indigenous
healing techniques for over 20 years, and has applied these traditional
methods to her private healing practice, currently online. Her mission is to
reconnect our postmodern age with ancestral wisdom, lineage reclamation,
and practices for empowerment and deep healing. To learn about
Melusina and her practice, go to her website: www.metzmecatl.com
To join the online meditation with video, click on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82899134951?pwd=SVlGYWZKNjhBSStFb2dWNnhRUkNyUT09
Cost: Love offering - feel free to make a donation to MIC online
at: https://www.marinifc.org/donate or you may mail in a check to the office if you are so
moved.

