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By the rivers of Babylon—
there we sat down and there we wept
when we remembered Zion. (Psalm 137:1)

Psalm 137 is a lament for a place where they used to live; it’s a mourning for a former way of
life. The Babylonians had wiped out Jerusalem. They deported all the citizens to a strange
land—to Babylon. They were captives; they grieved for what had been.
I’ve been thinking of this Psalm lately and what the Jews endured. It came to my mind as I was
thinking about having to shelter in place yet another month. I long for an earlier time in the
year—pre-COVID. Nikolas and I had tickets to a Sacramento Kings NBA game. A couple weeks
ago I was to visit Kristian in Washington DC. In mid-July I was going to travel with my mom to
Wisconsin. While I miss those events, I’m also keenly aware that so many more folks in our
neighborhoods are missing a lot more. People are suffering through the loss of jobs, health and
life.
Yet, in this new land some things seem like life a long time ago. As I take walks in the
neighborhood and ride around China Camp there are so many more people exercising, walking
and riding with partners and family members. It’s heartening to see; it’s inspiring!
As our life in this new place continues, we know that God is with us as God was with the Jewish
people as they sat down by the rivers of Babylon. In time God brought them back to Jerusalem
and they rebuilt their lives. God will bring us back too, and we will rebuild. We will be
resurrected into a new life. Amen.
Peace,

Pastor Tom

Worship in May
May 3 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Today is sometimes called "Good Shepherd Sunday." Jesus is called the "gate" of
the sheep in today's gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism.
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world's violence and war.
May 10 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today's gospel includes Jesus'
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father's house.
Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus' mission in the world. As We are a
holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light.
May 17 – SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus
comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost
draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the
Spirit of truth.
May 21 – ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
The risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the
Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples
were told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his
presence among us as we proclaim the word.
May 31 – DAY OF PENTECOST
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the
harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after
Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as
God's presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in
rushing wind and flame, bringing God's presence to all people. Jesus
breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive
sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit
and sent out to proclaim God's redeeming love to all the world.

Zoom: Until we are cleared to hold services again in the sanctuary and feel we can do that so
those attending feel secure with measures we are taking to prevent COVID-19 spread; we are
holding our services online using Zoom. You are invited to join us every Sunday morning at
9:30am using the following link: https://zoom.us/j/4159243782. The services last approximately
35-40 minutes and include all elements of a regular service. If you are not able to join a live
Zoom service, a recorded service is posted on Facebook.
Following the service there is time for fellowship on the same Zoom platform. Jut remain on
Zoom and folks will start visiting!

President’s Page
Wondering what the 75th anniversary of MLC in January 2023 will look like? Many of us
were there for the 50th and we’d love to hear your thoughts or suggestions. That was the last
festivity but the occasion has been frequently recognized in both large and small ways. I’ve
enjoyed going through the archives where music, letters and stories are shared.
As Lutherans, music has and always will be core to our worship and gatherings.
How blessed we are to have the technology today to still hear each other’s voices
as we gather together online.
A quote from Martin Luther “I will gladly see the arts, especially music, in the service of Him
who has given and created them”. One Service of Song and Praise noted that it is a
standing joke among the clergy that half the people come to church just for the singing.
Hymns teach the doctrine. They are songs by which the heart communicates with God.
Our church building took 8 months to build – from March until November 1949. The Home
Mission Board gave a construction loan of $23,300. By the middle of July they ran out of
money for labor. Instead of applying for another loan it was decided to finish with volunteer
help. A total of 5500 hours was donated by 40 men and 10 women.
In March of 1948, Pastor Loftness did a radio series on KTIM 1510 – March of 2020 Pastor
Gable leads worship via Zoom and posts devotions on YouTube and Facebook.
In November 1949, the building dedication featured a soloist from SF Opera Company – was
she the inspiration for Kathy Bayler?
My favorite from these archives is the 4th anniversary of the dedication in 1953 – please join
me in singing….
“The more we get together, together, together,
The more we get together the happier we’ll be.
For your friends are my friends
And my friends are your friends
The more we get together, the happier we’ll be”
Until we can gather in one place, let’s continue to find new ways to
“get together”.

Ann Marymor
75th Anniversary Committee

Social Action Ministry Team
First of all, we hope everyone is safe and in SIP mode.
As we enter the month of May, our lives as we know them are still on hold. This includes
service projects planned by our Social Action team. The Brown House Burrito Bake, PLTS
food/personal supplies collection, the meal bags and the Mill Street dinners are postponed until
we hear otherwise. We heartily encourage any donation you might make to Homeward Bound
of Marin. This would help with their expenses as they cook meals and provide services to both
Mill Street and the Brown House during this time.
The following quote was sent to me and I would like to share it with you. I believe it points to
our goals of service to others here at MLC.
A quote from Clarissa Pinkola Estes:
“Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world all at
once, but of stretching out to mend the part of the
world that is within our reach.”
Be safe,
Jim Bedilion

Some attendees during a Sunday Zoom service in April!

Stewardship
First on the
agenda, thank
you, thank you
to everyone who has gone on line to give to
MLC! I was reading in some stewardship
information today that many people feel that
dropping something in the plate is an act of
worship and don’t care to set up automatic
giving, which is understandable. Letting the
plate go by without dropping something
tangible in can feel odd. Sometimes I
wonder what others would think, but over
time I’ve become used to it and I try to just
think about how grateful I am that I can give
what I can. After all, so much of our lives go
on electronically these days. Remember,
that a while back, slips of paper were put in
the pews that could be substituted for a
check if it helps fill the void. If that is not
acceptable, try setting up part of your giving
on line and dropping in the other part in the
offering plate. Let’s face it, giving to MLC is
a personal thing and it should be! The main
point is not to forget MLC during these
times as long as we are able.
By the time you read this, things may be
getting better in the USA and some of the
things we typically did might be returning. I
certainly hope so, but I also hope the people
making the decisions are well informed and
guided by science. It sounds like many MLC
members and friends have been finding
ways to Give Creatively. I just went on line to
help at the Marin / SF Food Bank and there
were no volunteer spaces available in the
near future. This is a good sign. It will be
good to get back to our mission! BUT really,
our mission has never been left behind. “We
are a Christian community passionate about the
gifts of God’s love and grace that summon us to
worship, mobilize us to serve, and sustain us in
our spiritual journey.”

Speaking of giving creatively, the Zoom
church services have been wonderful! It is
SO good to see everyone and know you are
all OK! I discovered Zoom at work before
the company went to Webex. I’ve actually
used my IBM Webex for a couple of
stewardship meetings. Hopefully, IBM is
good with that….. Back to Zoom, this is one
of the newest verbs in the English language.
(e.g., “Do you want to Zoom with us
tonight?”) We taught Barb’s 91-year-old
mom how to Zoom and she has been joining
lots of sessions including accidentally
crashing one party, Palm Sunday and Good
Friday at MLC and Easter at her church.
Barb has hosted countless Zooms and is
working on her PhD in Zoom. I saw Maggie
Harrington from South Dakota this week
and Marilyn Davis has been joining every
time (thanks, Paul and Betsy – now Marilyn
is everyone’s Mom on Sunday AMs). By the
way, I’m not saying because they can do it,
any of you can – just applauding their get up
and go to church attitude! Recognition for
giving creatively is well deserved for Pastor
Tom, Andrei and Laura for creating the
service materials and music, for the readers
and Assisting Lay Ministers who so easily
adapt to the new format, for Laura who’s
music warms the heart, for Jim manning the
mute and unmute, and for the choir who
sing so well together apart, thanks to
Andrei’s magic and their willingness to try
something never done before. I’m sure there
are others so thank YOU too.
OK, enough is enough. Please remember to
give of your treasure however you feel
comfortable and planning to continue giving
creatively when we all get back together.

John Bischoff

May Celebrations
Birthdays
3
6
10
15
17

Anniversaries

Gisela Niedzwetzki
Lorri Reinders
Josie Chan
Lois Errante
Michele Jacobs
Jonathan Bayler

22 Travis Theobald
27 Rich Myhre
28 Brian Houts
Luke Zlatunich
30 Yvonne Weidmann
Ryder Field

11
12
21
31

Eun-Shil & Pr Chung-Woo Kim
Karen & Ted Peters
Paul Davis & Betsy McCormick
Sandy & Rod Seeger

MLCW – Let’s Gather from home
As we live into the unprecedented measures being taken to keep us
healthy and safe during the coronavirus outbreak, many of us are
lamenting the need to stay away from our congregations and Bible
study groups.

Bible Study: Thursday, May 7th at 10:00am join us on Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/4159243782
Pastor Tom will lead this month’s Gather Bible Study, Plenty good room, which looks at how we
offer generous hospitality and examines the difference between being welcoming and being
inclusive.
Gather’s editors are also leading sessions of Gather’s Bible study via Facebook. Visit
Facebook.com/gathermagazine to watch the videos and join in conversation with Gather
readers all over the world. Come be a part of this great experiment!

Invite someone new
Maybe there’s someone who couldn’t make it to your physical Bible study before, or someone
you know who may long to experience something familiar to you, but new to them: the comfort
and challenge of a regular group study of God’s Word. A genuine, caring invitation may be
encouraging in a way that we’ll never know.
Phone a friend
Even when we may need to stay “socially distant” to care for our own health and that of
neighbors near and far, we still need faithful support and care.
Pray
Keep your sisters in prayer.

How can you focus on the positive during the current storm?
Guest blogger, Janna Smith, shared this with WELCA
A lot has happened to all of us since
March 15, 2020. These last few weeks
remind me of 29 years ago during Desert
Storm. My husband and I were living in
Nuremberg, Germany, and he had just
joined the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment
(ACR).
Right after President H.W. Bush spoke to
the American people on TV, the alerts went
off, and the regiment prepared to go to war.
Those were scary times. Military posts,
housing areas, post exchanges, and
commissaries were sealed off, and it was a
major deal to gain access. Plus, we were in
a foreign country, away from our families.
Our military chaplains went to the desert
with their squadrons. Reserve chaplains
were activated in the states and sent to
Germany.
Family support groups were organized,
something I had not seen before in the
military. This was before social media
(1990). I remember getting excited hearing
about something called electronic mail. The
2nd ACR Rear Detachment had one email
account with the regiment in the desert, but
it could only be used for military purposes.
Our regimental commander’s wife would
write out long messages to the other wives
on a tag board. These messages were taped
up in the post office on the Kaserne
(barracks).

Women would add coins to those boxes
almost daily as they noticed blessing. These
boxes became the origin of the annual
Women of the ELCA Thankoffering service
that we still hold in many of our churches
today.
I inherited my mother’s storm jar. I didn’t
even know what it was. She purchased it at
Rowe Pottery in Cambridge years ago. It is
a ceramic jar with a candle and matches
inside. During a storm, if you lost your
electricity, you knew to go to that jar for
light.
During our current storm, why don’t we find
a box or an old jar from around the house
(decorate it, if you wish) and then drop in
coins whenever we feel thankful or hopeful
about something.
If you run out of coins, drop in buttons (later
replacing them with money). It will help us
focus on the good – on the positive. After
this is all over, we can bring forward our
offerings and offer them during our
Thankoffering Sunday in the fall (or
whenever we gather again).
Take pictures of your boxes or storm jars,
and post them for someone to see. Tell them
what a Thankoffering is.

Thankoffering boxes
In the late 1800s, Lutheran women had
small boxes to place in a special location in
their homes as a visible reminder of
blessings received.

Story shared by Jane McKenzie.

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
On Sunday, April 26th we again began our Sunday morning study in the
“Dialogue On” series. (Last fall we used another study in the series—“…On
Refugees.”) This series is “Dialogues on Race.” As of right now, we will
continue each Sunday at 11:00 am on Zoom (Meeting ID: 4159243782). The
following is our schedule:

Date

Class Topic

Leader

4/26 at 11 am

#1: What Does It Mean to Be White?

Pastor Tom

5/3 at 11 am

#2: Christmas Cookies From Cambodia

Pastor Tom

5/10 at 11 am

#3: Say It Loud: I’m Black and I’m Proud

Pastor Tom

5/17 at 11 am

#4: American Amnesia

Pastor Tom

5/24 at 11 am

#5: Whither the Women?

Pastor Tom

5/31 at 11 am

#6: Two Christianities

Pastor Tom

6/7 at 11 am

#7: A New Heaven and A New Earth

Pastor Tom

Confirmation Ministry
This Winter-Spring we have four students in our class—two third year
youth—Rose Dalager and Giorgia Stankus. Originally Confirmation
Sunday was scheduled for Sunday, May 17th. Giorgia and Rose will
not be affirming their faith on that day but waiting until we can meet
again in person—hopefully in June. The other students include one
second year confirmand—Ryder Field, and one first year student—
Robert Bayler. Please keep all these youth in your prayers as they
learn and grow in their faith.

High School Youth Activities

SAVE THE DATES for the: ELCA YOUTH GATHERING--June 29-July 3, 2021
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult
leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America gather for a week of faith formation known as the
ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in interactive
learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young
people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live
their faith in their daily lives.

To Contact Pastor Tom:
Text or Call Pastor Tom on his cell phone at 916-479-3308
Email Pastor Tom at Pastortomgable@gmail.com

Marin Lutheran Receives Support from the PPP
Many neighborhoods around the world are howling in the evening as a way to thank the
front line workers during this pandemic. On May 1st, MLC let out a huge HALLELUJAH
when we received word that our SBA application for the Payroll Protection Program (PPP)
was approved and documentation finalized. We applied for $32,810.00 through Thrivent
Federal Credit Union (TFCU).
Because of your faithful contributions we have been able to make our payroll (remember
the loaves and fishes) during this difficult time. Many of our facility users who are unable
to meet at this time are also unable to make a donation. The PPP loan will cover
approximately two months of payroll, which, along with your continued contributions,
will allow us to continue paying our other expense obligations as well as help us carry out
our mission of helping our neighbors.
After final documentation is submitted, we expect to have 100% of this loan forgiven,
according to the terms of the CARES Act.
Thanks to the quick and detailed work by Bev and Finance (Jim) and the heads up by our
“man in the trenches,” Joel Stahl. Please join us in thanking them, once again, for their help
addressing this economic crisis.
On behalf of Council,

Ann Marymor, President
Financial Snapshot

Faith in the Future

I am very happy that Ann was able to share the above news with you. The waiting and news
reports [about the problems with the PPP] were a little nerve wracking, but we got through it
and enjoyed a big sigh of relief when we received the news.
COVID has made it difficult for folks to get into the office to work on the books, so our look at
the month-end for April is preliminary. It does appear as though we will surpass our ministry
plan for giving for the month, and in turn this will help our year-to-date giving short fall. I’d like
to extend HEARTFELT THANKS to everyone for your gifts in support of our ministry. Many have
given online, some have mailed in donations and others have dropped your gifts through the
mail slot in the office door. By whatever means your gifts have arrived, we have gratefully
received them.
The assistance from the PPP will allow us for now, to continue to meet our ministry plan needs.
Our larger picture of needing to fund such things as deferred maintenance items remains the
same, so I ask that you continue to be aware of your gifts to our church.
With faith in our future,

Jim Kamphoefner

April Council Highlights
 First council meeting via ZOOM
 March Minutes and Financial Reports approved
 ZOOM worship is well attended. Recognition and thanks to Andrei for producing video
and recordings, Laura, Robert and choir for their music, Bev for producing bulletin and
managing correspondence.
 Will hold ZOOM adult education classes on Sundays at 11:00. Also, Wednesday, at 6:30
Easter Prayer service using Holden Evening Prayer Service.
 Jim Kamphoefner presented MLC Constitutional notes on “ELCA mandated provisions”
along with some updates such as our Funds Policy, etc. Council to approve in May, for
distribution to the congregation and vote at the Congregational meeting June 14th.
 Pastor Kathryn has announced her resignation from the Office of the Bishop and will be
the interim Pastor at Elim in Petaluma. She will preach at MLC on Sunday, May 3rd.
 Synod Assembly moved to fall, dates TBD.
On behalf of Council,

Ann Marymor
May 2020 Schedule of Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
As we have been doing for over two years, the people of Marin Lutheran and Shepherd of the
Hills are strengthening our ministry ties by regularly worshipping together, participating in
joint educational activities and by hosting special fellowship events. Everyone is welcomed
and encouraged to participate!
During the shelter at home order, Marin Lutheran and Shepherd of the
Hills will continue to worship through live online Worship Services
(using the Zoom platform—Meeting ID: 4159243782 – call Pastor Tom
if you have questions). Videos of those services can be found on Marin
Lutheran’s YouTube and Facebook.
We had a four-week Wednesday evening Adult Education Series planned for the end of April
and the beginning of May, (finishing the History of Christianity series we had been
discussing). We have postponed that as of now. Sometime after the shelter in place orders are
rescinded will reschedule.

Pastor Tom

Bishop Mark Holmerud shared the following with

congregations of the Sierra Pacific Synod on April 21st –

Today, I am writing to share with you that one of our synod staff members, Pastor Kathryn
Gulbranson, has announced she has resigned her position as Assistant to the Bishop of our
Sierra Pacific Synod so that she may accept a position to serve as Interim Pastor of Elim
Lutheran Church in Petaluma. Her last day on staff will be Sunday, May 10th. Elim Lutheran
is currently in a transition process to call a pastor to serve their ministry. Pr. Kathryn will be
sharing more about this decision in this week’s e-newsletter. We offer her our prayers and
support as she makes this transition from serving in the Office of the Bishop to offering her
many gifts for ministry to this congregation.
Please keep Pr. Kathryn, her husband, Pr. Tom Gable of Marin Lutheran Church, their family,
and our synod staff in your prayers during this time of transition. We are very grateful to Pr.
Kathryn for sharing her gifts, time and energies in her service as a part of our synod staff, as
well as supporting the work of call processes in our Synod’s ministry, her work with the
Leadership and Stewardship Discipling Teams and her work with the Interim Ministry Advisory
Team and the Professional Leaders Conference Planning Team.
God’s blessings and peace be with you.
Portions of Pastor

Kathryn’s note to the synod:

“Lord, you bless with words assuring: “I am with you to the end.”
Faith and hope and love restoring, may we serve as you intend and,
amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity:
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
(Lord, You Give the Great Commission, ELW # 579, verse 5)
It is not without some sadness that I resigned last Tuesday. My last day at our Synod Office (or
rather at my home in San Rafael!) will be May 10th. There are so many things I will miss from my
three and a half years on the synod staff.
I have accepted the offer from Elim Lutheran Church in Petaluma to serve as their Interim Pastor.
After I interviewed for this position, I sat at my desk and yelled out to Thomas, “I really feel God is
calling me to serve at Elim!”

Blessing
on Your
New
Ministry

This is a wonderful congregation which I believe will be a joy and a deep
privilege to serve! To be able to preach in the same pulpit (okay – when I’m
able actually to be there in person!), to give the body and blood of Christ to
people I know well and care about, to teach Confirmation, to lead chapel to
the little ones at their Pre-School, and to dream dreams with them about their
mission and future is all very exciting for me to consider!

All your sisters and brothers at Marin Lutheran, wish you God’s
abundant blessings Pastor Kathryn, as you carry out the ministry that
God has called you to do with the Elim congregation.

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come
to the following events:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of
churches, synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin
County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power organization
through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions.
Upcoming Meetings: The work of MOC continues through online meetings. If you are
interested in participating, or if you have any questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom
(pastortomgable@gmail.com or text at 916-479-3308).

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:
Join us virtually to celebrate the National Day of Prayer on Wednesday, May
6, 2020 from 9:00 am - 10:15 am. The Theme this year is: Spiritual Resilience
in Challenging Times.
To join the online Zoom gathering, click on this link:
https://zoom.us/j/941135423

Speakers: Rabbi Elana Rosen Brown
Rabbi/Cantor Congregation Rodef Sholom
Rev. Carol Hovis
Former Exec. Director of MIC, Certified
Enneagram Teacher & Spiritual Director
Shivani Hawkins
Founder of Living Sanskrit

Cost: Love Offering Donation to MIC / You may donate online HERE / or via check mailed to the
MIC office: 1510 Fifth Ave., San Rafael, CA 94901. For more information go to the Marin
Interfaith Council’s Website: marinifc.org
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