This has been the weirdest Season of Lent with the Coronavirus changing how we are living our
lives—as individuals and as a community of faith. We are still in Lent, however, and it will soon
be Holy Week with our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.
Our worship preparation book, Sundays and Seasons describes this time as “days to proclaim,
not explain.” The author continues, “There are no words that will explain the complex series of
texts, actions, and rites that bridge the church’s baptismal preparation of Lent and the mystery
of Easter’s dying and rising. The Three Days [Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy
Saturday] are not meant as a passion play, but rather as the assembly’s annual encounter with the
deepest mysteries of faith…. The preacher’s
amazing privilege and responsibility is to point
and proclaim: To point to the Savior bent to wash
his friends’ feet and proclaim servant hood. To
point to the Savior breaking loaf and lifting cup
and proclaim remembrance poured out…. To
point to the cross and proclaim a love that knows
no limits….”
Join us in worship: Palm and Passion Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Celebration
of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday, and the 2nd and 3rd Sundays in the Season of Easter.
Amen.

Pastor Tom

Worship during the month of April
With the shelter-in-place directive extended through the month of April
we will not be gathering in our sanctuary for worship. Rather, we will be
gathering online.

LIVE—Online Worship at Marin Lutheran
On the last Sunday of March we experimented with a live—online worship service at our
regular Sunday morning worship time of 9:30 am. We used the online meeting platform, Zoom.
It worked well in that about 34 of us gathered together and worshiped God. We grew
spiritually and we came together at a community of faith. It was inspiring.
For the month of April all our services will be live and online using the Zoom platform. The way
it works is that everyone will receive an email invitation to join the Live—online Worship
Service. (All you need to participate is a computer, or laptop or tablet or iPad with a video
camera and microphone, or a phone—either mobile or landline. In the email will be a link,
meeting ID, phone numbers and other information. To join a Worship Service click the link in
the email, or tap the number for mobile phones, or dial the number with your phone (using the
San Jose number; after you connect you will be asked to input the meeting number).
If you are able—please give it a try. Even if you’ve never done this before (which included me)
give it a try. If you are having problems connecting, call in using your phone and we will try to
help you. As a local pastor on a Zoom meeting I attended last week commented, “We are all
limping toward technology with open hearts.” Our hope is that this will be another way we
might continue to build our community and grow spiritually even when we can’t gather
physically. If you have any questions please reach out to me through phone, email or text.

Pastor Tom
Worship Schedule
Palm/Passion Sunday – April 5th at 9:30am
Maundy Thursday – April 9th at 7:00pm
Good Friday – April 10th at 8:00pm

Easter Sunday – April 12th at 9:30am
April 19th & April 26th – 2nd & 3rd Sundays of Easter at 9:30am

April Worship Themes
April 5, SUNDAY OF THE
PASSION / PALM SUNDAY
Today, we encounter the paradox
that defines our faith: Jesus
Christ is glorified king and
humiliated servant. We too are
full of paradox: like Peter, we
fervently desire to follow Christ, but find
ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms
in celebration today as Christ comes into our
midst, and we follow with trepidation as his
path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we
are invited into this paradoxical promise of life
through Christ's broken body and outpoured
love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this
week that stands at the center of the church
year, anticipating the completion of God's
astounding work.
April 9, MAUNDY THURSDAY
This evening our Lenten observance comes to
an end and with Christians around the world we
celebrate the Three Days of Jesus' death and
resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ's last
meal with his disciples, but the central focus is
his commandment that we live out the promise
embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his
disciples' feet, so we are called to give and
receive love in humble service to one another.
Formed into a new body in Christ we are
transformed by the mercy we have received
and carry it into
the world. We
anticipate the
coming days.
April 10,
GOOD FRIDAY
Life and death stand side by side as we enter
into Good Friday. In John's passion account,
Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even
as he is put on trial and sentenced to death.
Standing with the disciples at the foot of the
cross, we pray for the whole world, as Christ's
death offers life to all. The tree around which
we assemble is indeed a tree of life, and so we
anticipate the culmination of the Three Days.

April 12, RESURRECTION OF
OUR LORD, EASTER DAY
This is the day the Lord has made!
Christ is risen, and through him
all creation is made new! Indeed,
"God shows no partiality" (Acts
10:34): Christ's resurrection truly
brings life to everyone. We sing
hymns of praise, gather around
sacred words, and proclaim God's faithfulness,
power, and love. With the women at the tomb,
we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We
depart with joy to proclaim the good news of
God's endless love.
April 19, SECOND
SUNDAY OF EASTER
In today's gospel the
risen Christ appears to
the disciples and offers
them the gift of peace.
Even amid doubts and questions, we experience
the resurrection in our Sunday gathering, and
in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming
Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be
from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter
of Peter. Even as the early Christians
proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the
new birth and living hope we receive in
baptism.
April 26, THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Today's gospel begins with two disciples
walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness,
loss, and disappointment. They had hoped
Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to
redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with
them and then opens their eyes in the breaking
of the bread. Our hearts
burn within us as the
scriptures are proclaimed
and Christ appears to us
through the Word. The
story of Emmaus becomes
the pattern of our worship
each Lord's day.

A Note from our Council President
It is two-weeks since the “shelter in place” for Bay Area Counties was announced. After
getting over the initial shock, our lives and daily routines are beginning to take shape.
Zoom has enabled classes, rehearsals and meetings to bring us together and move forward
as we navigate our next steps.
Special thanks to our staff Pastor Tom, Bev, Andrei and Laura for their creative actions to
keep us connected through word and song. The March 22nd service on You Tube now has
over 100 views! Thanks also to Barbara Allen for recording the March 15th service for those
of us unable to attend.
Council had been discussing ways to open a dialogue with and get to know new people
(code 9:30 vs 11:00 worshippers) and those we see less frequently. Just a way to learn
what MLC can do to better speak to you and your needs. Thanks to Sue Southgate, Council
and Outreach have been reaching out with calls or cards to everyone in our directory.
With those calls we’ve gotten updates and heard about some very industrious individuals….
Dawn & Clint Bastin now living in the Seattle area reported that a couple of neighbor girls
put notes on everyone’s door and asked if they needed anything to write it down on the
paper and they would come by the next day, pick it up and deliver what they needed. Must
be sweet girls with good parents!
Anna Bischoff has a HS musician classmate that created a performance online with a “Tip
Jar” for the club where he regularly performs.
Jeanne Burt reports that her Senior Living Complex in Bellingham, WA is in self isolation for
2 weeks. She is thankful for the cards, calls, multiple daily memos, meals and twice daily
coffee delivered to her apartment. It is a bit confining since they can’t even walk the halls
but is managing fine.
Please know that your council, ministry teams and staff are here and will continue to adjust
to life during and after this pandemic.
On behalf of Council,
Ann Marymor

Worship and Music
Our annual usher meeting took place a few Sundays ago. We discussed ways to better
create a smooth worship experience, and with everyone on the same page now that we
have merged the two services together, we hope the congregation will feel comfortable
in their worship. Ideas were presented for worship with COVID-19 which will be
revisited when worship in our sanctuary resumes. We may still need to have
precautions in place for a while, but for now we are worshipping at home.
Please see Pastor Tom’s note about online worship and how you can join us. We are
continuing to learn how to bring worship to you using Zoom. We hope not to become
experts at it, but we will certainly learn more each week. Andrei brought the choir
“together” virtually for the service on the last Sunday
in March. Individual choir members recorded the
anthem/songs in their homes and Andrei edited them
together to present the choir supporting the music. This was a big undertaking on
Andrei’s part, and fun for everyone.
Choir members have their music books at home and are practicing, so when services
resume, they will be able to help lead the congregation during this Easter season.
As always, stay safe.

Carol Cunliffe
Marin Lutheran Church Women
Regrettably, the MLC women are suspending all our activities
until we get the all-clear to gather together again. We wish
everyone good health and hopefully a positive respite from your
normal routines.
For those that subscribe to the Gather magazine, the monthly
devotion for April will be offered online:
https://www.gathermagazine.org/our-gift-to-you-gathers-mar…/

If you are not a Gather magazine subscriber, free devotions are available at:
https://www.gathermagazine.org/bible-study/free-bible-studies/

There will be a good number of quilts ready to be tied once we are able to gather again.
I’m looking forward to that time, but in the meantime I am keeping busy and thinking of
you all.

Jane McKenzie

Stewardship
Wow, what a difference a few months can make in the world. And I mean all aspects of
it from finance and retierment to social behavior to job losses and loss of life. Given the
time we have to think, people all over are coming up with creative stewardship ideas for
taking care of neighbors, communicating, trying to help local businesses stay afloat and
generally being respectful of each other. Given that the time to let the mind wander,
there are so many situations we can think of that are worse than our own. The logistics
of lack of human interaction are far reaching. Hopefully in a few weeks (or more) we
will be back together and sharing our stories.
During this time, MLC still needs our stewardship of treasure to continue. Please
consider going to the website and signing up for automatic giving (I can help you if you
need it.) If not that, you can go to yoru bank’s bill pay service and set up MLC for a
regular check or a one time payment. Even if you don’t want to continue this forever, it
will help get us through this time.
Stewardship of time and talent is by no means taking a
break either. There may be members of the
congregation that can use help or your neighbors. Let’s
try to stay in touch as best we can and continue the MLC
tradition of helping hands.
So especially for now, let’s go with the theme we were
considering – Give Creatively!
On another note, given the situation in California and the world and right here in Marin,
we do not feel it will be possible to do all the work necessary to make the May 16th Golf
Fun(d) raiser possible. We have decided to postpone it until the fall. Thanks to those
who showed interest and thanks to Sue Southgate, Ann Marymor and Ron Radtke for
stepping up to make it happen. Between now and then something to think aboput is
the raffle we were planning. If you or someone you know has a vacation home that we
could put in the faffle for a weekend stay or you are willing to donate a prize or
convince a local business to donate a gift certificate, we’d love to have lots of prizes to
make it interesting. With this much time to plan it, there should be no excuses!
God bless us all, stay safe and healthy!

John Bischoff
Especially during this time of sheltering in place, if you find that you need help please let us know by
emailing: marinlutheran@sbcglobal.net or calling: 415-457-2347. There are members ready to help
do things such as pick up groceries or prescriptions for you.

From the Social Action Ministry Team
As we all attempt to adapt and adjust to the uncertainties in our daily lives caused by COVID-19
and the “shelter in place” order, the Social Action team likewise has needed to adapt and adjust
to changes that have occurred with our current MLC service projects. The order has prompted a
suspension of outside Mill Street meal deliveries until further notice, and the Breakfast Burrito
Bake for residents at the Family Center and Voyager Carmel also will not take place at this time.
Homeward Bound will be providing the food needed by these folks as it cannot be provided by
outside volunteers.
In light of this news and knowing the great importance of feeding the homeless population, an
alternative could be to make donations to Homeward Bound during this difficult time. They will
gratefully accept gifts to offset resulting extra food expenses. That approach could be of great
help as we await a return to more normal conditions and we can resume our service to these
people again.
On another note about all that is happening around us, a friend recently shared some beautiful
words attributed to Catherine (Kitty) O’Meara and I would like to share with you. Perhaps you
have seen this. It is a wishful thought, yet I continue to hope for our world...
“And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made
art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened more deeply.
Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And the people began to
think differently. And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant,
dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. And when the danger passed,
and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses, and made new choices, and
dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been
healed.”
~ Catherine (Kitty) O’Meara
Stay safe and be well.

Cathy Bedilion
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Looking at our Finances
Through February
 Income
o We were right on target with our ministry plan: $48,428 actual / $48,000 budget.
o Income from 12-step groups was also on plan: $5,699 actual / $5,640 budget.
 Expenses
o The final expenses (~ $11,000) for the downstairs renovations occurred at the
beginning of this year as the work ran behind schedule.
o Rent payments for the leased facility (Iyengar Health) began in January so the net loss
for the first two months was slightly less than $7,000. This balance will change as we
receive monthly rent payments and have no further renovation expenses.
Since mid-March
 Facts
o We receive the majority of our income donations during worship services.
o This amount increases significantly during our festival season (Holy Week & Easter)
when we hold special services, i.e. Lent, Maundy Thursday & Good Friday.
o Members give additional donations during this time and we receive a giving boost from
the many visitors that join us for these service(s).
o This season’s festival source of income has now largely disappeared.
 March month-end
o Our giving for the month of March was just under $6,000 behind our giving plan for
the month: $20,321 actual / $26,200 budget
o In the broad scope of things, this is actually very good as our last “in person” worship
service was held on March 15th and that was already when those at higher risk were
asked to stay home and the rest were being asked to practice physical distancing.
o Our March usage fees and the leased facility rent has by in large been received.
o A number of individuals have switched to online giving or have made a point of
mailing in your regular offerings. Thank you!
Looking Ahead
 April and perhaps May as well will pose a big challenge. Many of you will have received a
letter requesting that we continue to remember our church at this time and give as we are able
– maintain your giving if possible, or if your situation allows, make additional gifts to MLC
as not everyone will be able to.
 Services and other offerings (i.e. devotions) will continue online, thanks to Pastor Tom, our
staff and volunteers and will evolve as we gain experience using the online platforms.
 Our 12-step groups are continuing to do what they can even though they are not meeting on
site, but likely their payments will be less. We will be checking in with Ev from Iyengar to
see how she is managing through this as well.
 If you have concerns/questions or ideas, please reach out to us. We will continue to make
adjustments as needed.
Thank you all. I am hopeful that we will get through this by working together, taking care of
ourselves and looking out for our neighbors, our community and our church.
Jim Kamphoefner

Education
Our Sunday morning study, “Dialogues on Race” is suspended for the time
being. We’re not sure when they will begin but again, but we will send out
announcements when they do. In the meantime you can look forward to
discussing such topics as: Christmas Cookies From Cambodia, Say It Loud: I’m
Black and I’m Proud, American Amnesia, Whither the Women?, Two
Christianities and A New Heaven and A New Earth.
We will be figuring out a way to continue our confirmation classes this month with our four
youth: Rose, Giorgia, Ryder and Robert. We are studying the Old Testament.

Pastor Tom
Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to come to the following events:

Marin Organizing Committee
(MOC) Update:

MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and
non-profit organization of churches,
synagogues and non-profits located
throughout Marin County. MOC’s core
mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification,
development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions.
Upcoming Meetings: The work of
MOC continues through online
meetings. If you are interested in
participating, or if you have any
questions, please ask me, Pastor Tom
(pastortomgable@gmail.com or text
at 916-479-3308).

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:
Given the shelter in place order, all the regularly
scheduled events for the
month of April are not
happening. There may be
online events coming—watch
for email announcements.
The purpose of MIC is
twofold—to celebrate faith traditions and advocate
for justice: “MIC Celebrates Faith Traditions by
engaging the important questions of life. MIC
cultivates community discussion of values and
appreciation of different beliefs through
educational and experiential programs for the
public.
MIC Advocates Justice by mobilizing
congregations, nonprofits, and faith based
organizations around issues that affect the
community. Our programs model constructive
dialogue and Build Community between
individuals (religious and nonreligious),
congregations, and nonprofit organizations.”

Pastor Tom

April 2020 Schedule of Joint
Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
As we have been doing for over two years, the people of Marin Lutheran and Shepherd of
the Hills are strengthening our ministry ties by regularly worshipping together, participating
in joint educational activities and by hosting special fellowship events. Everyone is
welcomed and encouraged to participate!
This month—during the shelter at home order—Marin Lutheran and Shepherd of the Hills
will continue to worship through Live online Worship Services (using the Zoom platform—
call Pastor Tom if you have questions), and videos of those services.
We will celebrate Palm and Passion Sunday (4/5 @ 9:30am), Holy Week Services on
Maundy Thursday, (4/9 @ 7pm), and Good Friday, (4/10 @ 8pm), The Celebration of the
Resurrection on Easter Sunday, (4/12 @ 9:30am), and the 2nd and 3rd Sundays, (4/19 & 26
at 9:30am), in the Season of Easter.

Pastor Tom
MLC Notebook
Condolences
March 11th Walt Potter’s family
gathered together to celebrate his 102nd
birthday. Walt enjoyed birthday cake
and perhaps even a sip or two of
wine. Walt went to bed that
evening and passed away in his
sleep. We thank God for Walt’s
long life, lived to the fullest,
and we ask for comfort and
blessings on this family
while they grieve his
loss.
In Our Prayers . . .
EVERYONE affected by COVID-19.
Those that have lost loved ones, those
that are ill, the medical teams, those that
have lost jobs . . . EVERYONE

Special Request
If someone in our church family comes
to your mind, reach out to them, call
them to say hello and let them know you
are thinking about them. Sheltering in
place is difficult for everyone, but for
those that live in residences, or are in
treatment facilities that have been closed
and are not allowing anyone to visit, it is
especially hard. A few folks that come to
mind (and there may be many more) are:
Rose Alexander, Marie Conrad, Marilyn
Davis, Gisela Niedzwetzki, Annegret
Schmidt, Blanche Sprague,
Jean Wallman. Not all
of these folks are able to
talk on the phone, but
remember them, as you
pick up the phone and
call anyone you think of!

VBS
August 3-7,
2020
Time to mark
your calendars!

