On Wednesday, February 26th our Lenten journey begins again with Ash Wednesday
and our Ash Wednesday worship at 7 pm. In addition to our Sunday Lenten Worship
services we will hold mid-week services on Wednesdays, (3/4, 11, 18, 25 & 4/1), from
6:30 to 7 pm using the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy and music. Every year I look
forward to these beautiful and meditative services as they have become an essential
part of my Lenten devotion.
During the mid-week services, a homily will be shared based on our Augsburg Fortress
devotional book for the season entitled, Wondrous Love: Devotions for Lent 2020. (You
can obtain this title through Augsburg Fortress or through Amazon. It comes in both
paperback and electronic versions.)
In the preface to the devotional the author writes, “What wondrous love Jesus shows
for us and the world in his journey from baptism to the empty tomb! In Matthew Jesus
predicts that he will be betrayed, arrested, abandoned, and put to death, yet he
continues on to Jerusalem and the cross. This wondrous love accompanies, guides, and
empowers us on our journeys toward Easter’s baptismal renewal in Christ. It inspires
us to sing, serve, and share God’s love with others.”
I invite you to make this daily devotional and mid-week
worship part of your Lenten discipline this year.
Peace,

Pastor Tom

Marin Lutheran Church Women (WELCA)
Bible Study:
Thursday, February 6th, meet in narthex at 10:00am
The Call of Jesus, session two of the series, We Are Called! By Kathryn A. Kleinhans
(No guest leader, or lunch just coffee and a sweet.)
This session focuses on Jesus’ calling of the disciples, on Jesus’ call to Saul
(Paul) on the road to Damascus, and on Jesus’ call to all Christians to take up
the cross and follow. As Christians, how do we see ourselves in these stories
today? How do we respond to the call of Jesus?
Overview: Reformer Martin Luther used the word “vocation” or “calling” to refer to all aspects of
human life. We are called to respond to God not just in our personal relationship with God but in
our relationships with family and friends, in our work, and in our communities. This four-part
Bible study will explore stories from both the Old and New Testament. As we reflect on how our
biblical forebears heard and responded to God’s call, we will gain insight into how God is calling
us—and how God may be calling others through us.
Serve and Share:
Thursday, February 20th at 10:00am in the conference room.
We resume our quilting ministry. We are thankful for all the donations of fabric, sheets, thread,
batting and support. THANK YOU. All are welcome.
Questions: Jane by email, jane_mck@prodigy.net, phone 415 479 8971.

Social Action
A big thank you from Social Action to all the participants in our SF Night Ministry Collection
drive. Rod Seeger delivered all the socks and nourishing snacks to the Night Ministry office on
1/30 and all chaplains and recipients were most grateful for our thoughtfulness.
In February, we will be holding a supply drive for the students at PLTS.
Recently, we have become aware that there are many students at the
seminary who are struggling with finances and school debt. As a result,
they have little or no resources for food and personal care items. A food
pantry has been set up in the seminary's main student hall to assist those
who are experiencing food insecurity. Items needed include canned and
packaged food supplies and personal care items (TP, feminine products,
soap, toothbrushes/paste, shampoo, cleaning products). Social Action has
placed baskets labeled for the Seminary Supply drive in the narthex and we
hope you will join us in supporting our local Berkeley students at PLTS.
Pr. Tom will be working with the confirmands to assemble a supply of meal bags for church
members to give out to needy and hungry people in our community. Please feel free to pick up
bags and keep them in your car for easy dispersal to anyone you come across requesting food
assistance or support. Please look for the supply on the table in the narthex and help spread
God's Love to those in need.
Sandy Seeger

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
This month we begin another important and very relevant
study in the “Dialogue On” series that we finished last fall. For
that session the issue was refugees. The upcoming topic is
Race: “Dialogues on Race.” It will go from mid-February
through the Lenten Season and into Easter.

Date/Time

Class Topic

Leader

Sunday, 2/16—11 am to noon

Dialogues on Race: Introduction

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 3/1—11 am to noon

#1: What Does It Mean to Be White?

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 3/8–11 am to noon

#2: Christmas Cookies From Cambodia

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 3/15–11 am to noon

#3: Say It Loud: I’m Black and I’m Proud

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 3/22–11 am to noon

#4: American Amnesia

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 4/5—11 am to noon

#5: Whither the Women?

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 4/19–11 am to noon

#6: Two Christianities

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 5/10—11 am to noon

#7: A New Heaven and A New Earth

Pastor Tom

Confirmation Ministry
This Winter-Spring we have four students in our class—two third year youth—Rose Dalager and
Giorgia Stankus. The two of them will affirm their faith on Confirmation Sunday—May 17th
during our worship service. The other students include one second year confirmand—Ryder
Field, and one first year student—Robert Bayler. Please keep all these youth in your prayers as
they learn and grow in their faith.
This month we will be collecting for the Souper Bowl of Caring on Sunday February 2 nd after our
9:30 am worship service. Then we will have class on the final Sunday of the month, February
23rd. We thank Kathy Bayler for providing the dinner for this class.

High School Youth Activities
SAVE THE DATES for the: ELCA YOUTH GATHERING--June 29-July 3, 2021
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders
from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for
a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering.
Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study,
service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are
challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.

Guatemala Mission Trip
In January, Lauren Meisel joined a medical mission trip to Guatemala. She carried the items
we had collected – children’s vitamins, toothpaste/brushes, glasses and stickers – with her to
distribute to the patients. She shares the following:
I want to thank everyone who donated to my Mission Impact trip to Guatemala. We had 25
people travel from the US and a total of 45 with all the Guatemalan translators. We saw over
1000 patients in the week and gave out hundreds of vitamins, glasses, anti-parasitics and other
medications. We worked with local healers and leaders to come together to provide the best
care possible given the circumstances. Mission Impact will continue their efforts to improve
education, access to healthcare, clean water, clean wood burning stoves, and latrines. Here are
a few photos from the trip.
Thanks to all for the support!

Lauren

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
1
2
3
4
6
10
18

22
25
28

Susanne Conneely
Hal Sherley
Carol Sherley
Marion Snow
Jean Rolien
Colleen Hansen
Jane McKenzie
Ron Jacobs
Ricky Cunliffe
Rebecca Shunk
Nicholas Bischoff
Karen Clinton
Sophie Zlatunich
James Myhre
Nikolas Gable

Anniversaries
4
10

Carol & Hal Sherley
Marie & Ron Jacobs

GODSPEED
On Sunday, February 2nd we
bid farewell and Godspeed
to Maggie Harrington.
She is moving permanently
to Sioux Falls, SD. We
wish her God’s abundant
blessings and send all our
love with her.
Maggie’s new address:
3408 W Ralph Rogers Rd
Apt B 213
Sioux Falls, SD 57108-2698

Souper Bowl of Caring

The Bookies

3oth anniversary
year! The MLC
youth have been
participating in the
Super Bowl for
more than half those years. On super
bowl Sunday our youth collect
money in soup pots and designate
which organizations receive it. This
year, Ritter Center and ELCA World
Hunger will receive our donations.
Since its inception in 1990, over $150
million have been raised by the
Souper Bowl of Caring to help fight
hunger.

In January we enjoyed a
wonderful discussion of,
“Old Filth.” Our next book
is, “The Beautiful Mystery”
by Louise Penny. Ray will
be leading our discussion;
Blanch is bringing a snack
and Gaille & Richard coffee. We will meet
Wednesday, February 19th in the narthex at
10am. We will also be choosing our next 3-4
books to read so please email me your
suggestions and I will compile them into a
list to distribute to you before we meet in
February.
Lorri Reinders

Looking Ahead to Lent & Easter

Following is the schedule for Lent and Easter Sunday.
There are a few changes from past years, so please note these down for your planning.
Ash Wednesday
February 26th, service at 7:00pm
Sundays in Lent
March 1 , 8 , 15 , 22nd & 29th, services at 9:30am
st

th

th

Taizé
Sunday, March 29th, at 6:00pm
Lenten Wednesdays
March 4 , 11 , 18th, 25th & April 1st, services at 6:30pm
Mid-week worship lasting approximately 30 minutes, using the beautiful
Holden Evening Prayer with a homily based on Wonderous Love devotional.
th

th

Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 5th, at 9:30am
Maundy Thursday
April 9th, at 7:00pm – Worship at Shepherd of the Hills
Good Friday
April 10 , Tenebrae service at 8:00pm
th

Easter Sunday
April 12th, Festive services at 8:00am & 9:30am
Breakfast follows each service / Egg hunt follows the 9:30am service

What does it REALLY
mean when we “pass
the peace” in church?
By Pastor Rod Seeger
A number of years
ago when I was working as a hospital
chaplain at UCSF Medical Center I was
talking with my rabbi friend, Allan. I asked
him, “What does it really mean when you
say to someone, ‘Shalom’?” I was surprised
with what he said! He said it means to be
safe in mind, body or estate. It speaks of
completeness, fullness, or a type of
wholeness that encourages us to give back –
to generously re-pay something in some
way. The true biblical shalom refers to an
inward sense of completeness or wholeness.
Although it can describe the absence of war,
a majority of biblical references refer to an
inner completeness and tranquility.
The Aaronic benediction which is used
many times at the close of worship or given
as a blessing has that same message! “The
Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord’s
face shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
The Lord look upon you with favor, and
give you peace.: (Numbers 6:23-26) has the
same meaning!
Or, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
May they prosper who love you. May peace
be within your walls, and prosperity within
your palaces.” (Psalm 122:6-7)
And again, in Matthew 5:9 – “Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called
children of God.” Jesus is not referring to
mediators or political negotiators, but to
those who carry an inward sense of the
fullness and safety that is only available
through being a child of God. This inward
sense of fullness and safety is so present in
some that it spills over into relationships
with others and it assists others in being
peaceful and inwardly complete.

I was so delighted and also surprised
when I thought about the many times I have
said, “The peace of the Lord be with you.”
And I was actually saying to you, May you
be safe in mind, body and estate. May you
be complete, full and whole and encouraged
to share with others. May you have peace,
harmony, wholeness, completeness,
prosperity, welfare and tranquility. WOW!
That is really powerful!
One of the reasons I wanted to share
all this with you is that in our last Worship
and Music meeting we were discussing
reordering how the worship service unfolds
after the sermon hymn. Currently we have
the sharing of the peace immediately after
the Prayer of the Church. That is one place
in the worship service that many churches
who do pass the peace have it located in the
worship. Another place in the worship that
is common among churches is to have it at
the end of the worship.
At our meeting we discussed the
following order change of how the worship
time together ends. Following The Prayer
For the Sending of Communion we will sing
the recessional hymn. After the recessional
hymn will be the Passing of the Peace
followed by the pastor giving the
Benediction followed by the Dismissal (Go
in Peace. Let your Light Shine) concluding
with the Sending Music. The suggested
order:
Prayer for the Sending of Communion
Sending Song (recessional)
Passing the Peace
Benediction
Dismissal
Sending Music + Coffee Hour!
So when passing the peace to others in
the congregation, remember the depth of
meaning your blessing has for you and
others.
Written on behalf of the
Worship and Music Ministry Team

WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY
February 2
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who
find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the
meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn,
and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed
identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving.
February 9
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah
declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with
the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let
the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are
sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ.

February 16
In today's reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving
and obeying God. Much of today's gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten
Commandments. Jesus' instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior
that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the
whole community. We too are invited to embrace these commandments, not
out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means
life for us.

February 23 – Transfiguration
Today's festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that
comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days.
On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God's beloved Son, echoing the
words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his
impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our
yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the
alleluia at the conclusion of today's liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted
during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.

February 26 – Ash Wednesday
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with
a day of fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we
acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the
dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at
baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have
already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for
God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that "now is the day of
salvation." Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally
bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

February 2020 Schedule of
Joint Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
As we have been doing for almost two years, the people of Marin Lutheran and Shepherd of the
Hills are strengthening our ministry ties by regularly worshipping together, participating in joint
educational activities and by hosting special fellowship events. Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to come!
The MLC—SHLC February Worship and Education schedule is as follows:
o February 2nd—9:30 am Joint Worship at MLC with Shepherd of the Hills (There is no 11
am service at SHLC on this day!)
o February 19th—The final session in our four-week series using Dairmaid MacCulloch’s,
A History of Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years (see below). Join this engaging
and thought provoking look at the history of Christianity. We meet at SHLC, 9 Shepherd
Way, Tiburon and enjoy a light dinner and wonderful conversation. Then we watch a
video on the history of our faith and hold a discussion. Everyone is welcome (even if you
haven’t come before—the videos don’t necessarily build on one another)—invite your
friends and neighbors to come too.
o February 23rd—11 am—Joint Special Worship at Shepherd of the Hills with MLC. On
this fourth Sunday of February, MLC will have two opportunities to worship—both led
by Pastor Tom—at 9:30am at MLC and at 11:00am at SHLC.

A History of Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years.
The BBC VIDEO series A History of Christianity is an original and authoritative
work presented by one of the world’s leading historians, Diarmaid MacCulloch,
Professor of the History of the Church and Fellow at St Cross College.
Brimming with new insights, this series will reveal the true origins of Christianity,
explore the sheer diversity of its churches, help viewers understand the essence
of the different denominations, and explain how and why it’s become the
biggest religion in the world.

January Council Highlights – January 20th


Denise Halloran appointed to complete term as Council Secretary vacated by Ann
Marymor.



December minutes and financials approved. Revised October and November financials
approved.



Planning for Ministry: 3 sub committees created. Planning for Ministry - chaired by
Pastor Tom. Capital Drive - chaired by Jim Kamphoefner. 75th Anniversary celebration chaired by Ann Marymor



Next council meeting March 9.

Annual Congregational Meeting Highlights – January 26th
 We enjoyed breakfast provided by the Fellowship Team
 Recognition of Church Leadership:
 Outgoing leaders were thanked for their service
 New incoming leaders were welcomed
 Folks continuing in leadership positions were acknowledged
 2019 Pastor, Council, Committee & Ministry Team reports were presented
 2019 Financials and 2020 Ministry Plan approved

Denise Halloran
Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come
to the following events:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of
churches, synagogues and non-profits located throughout Marin
County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power organization
through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions.
Upcoming Meetings: Renter Protection Team Meeting—Monday, February 3rd from 6:30 to 8
pm at First Presbyterian Church in San Rafael (1510 5th Avenue San Rafael). This meeting is
open to anyone wanting to get involved in MOC and specifically advocating for renter’s
protections in Marin. Also, if you’re just interested in learning more about the work of the
Renter Protection Team—come and find out more.

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:
Monthly Meditation—Wednesday February 12th from 5:30 - 6:30 pm—
First Presbyterian Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). Cost:
Love Offering at the door (suggested $10-$20 for this event). This month
our leader is Abbess Fu Schroeder. Furyu Nancy Schroeder, a resident of
Zen Center for over 40 years, became Abiding Abbess at Green Gulch
Farm Zen Center in March 2014. Fu has held most of the monastic
positions at Zen Center and has been an active supporter of programs for children, people of
color, the gay and lesbian community, and the interfaith community. In 2008 she was elected to
the Marin Women's Hall of Fame, and in 2010 she was appointed to the Board of the Marin
Community Foundation, where she served for 8 years. She received Dharma Transmission from
Tenshin Reb Anderson in 1999.

FEBRUARY 2020 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
February 2nd
READINGS

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

February 9th
Job 19:23-27a
Psalm 17:1-9
2 Thessalonians
2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38

February 16th
Malachi 4:1-2a
Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians
3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

February 23rd
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

GREETERS

February 26th
Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Psalm 100
Philippians 4:4-9
John 6:25-35
ASH WED 7pm

9:30 AM Sandy Seeger

Erna Randig

Cheri Houts

Marie Jacobs

Katharine Peck

9:30 AM Rick West

Will Peck

Michael Houts

Ron Jacobs

Lorri Reinders

Jacob Shunk
Sasha Grams

Isaiah & Joshua CH

Sophie Zlatunich

9:30 AM Kerry Hansen

Rebecca Shunk

Susan Boom

Dan Watrous

Will Peck

9:30 AM Yvonne Weidmann

Betsy McCormick

Susan Morrow

Sharon Guy

Paul Davis

Carol Zlatunich
Carol Cunliffe

Susan Morrow

Jeff Reinders

USHER

ACOLYTE
Ellery and Giorgia

9:30 AM Stankus
LECTOR

ALM

COMM ASSIST
9:30 AM

SOUND TECH
9:30 AM Jeff Reinders

Dan Watrous

John Bischoff

Bart Saling

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Rebecca Shunk

Sandy Seeger

Ann Marymor

Ann Marymor

Bev Kamphoefner

Ann Marymor

COUNTERS
9:30 AM The Reinders

COFFEE HOUR

9:30 AM MLCW
ALTAR GUILD

Bev Kamphoefner

FLOWERS

MLCW

Child CHURCH

Rich Myhre

Seegers
Travis Theobald

Erin Morgan

Katharine Peck

Bev Kamphoefner

