
 

 

 
There is a time for everything, a season for every activity under heaven.  
       A time to be born and a time to die. 
 A time to plant and a time to harvest. 
     A time to kill and a time to heal. 
 A time to tear down and a time to rebuild. 
     A time to cry and a time to laugh. 
 A time to grieve and a time to dance…. 
     A time to be quiet and a time to speak up. 
          A time to love and a time to hate. 
     A time for war and a time for peace. 
 
What do people really get for all their hard work?  I have thought about this in connection with 
the various kinds of work God has given people to do. God has made everything beautiful in its 
own time. Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
 
Since Christmas Eve I’ve been thinking a lot about time and about the end of one year and the 
beginning of another. Last year was quite the year both for my family and for the people of 
Marin Lutheran Church. A lot has happened. In our family, among other things, Kristian 
graduated from college and took a job in Washington DC. At MLC we hired a new music staff 
and began work (and in some cases finished work) on some property projects. We said goodbye 
to some good friends and welcomed new ones into our community.  
 
Our whole lives are part of the beautiful rhythm of life about which the author of Ecclesiastes 
writes. And the One who created the rhythms of life is also the One who sustains us in love and 
grace. As I look forward to this year, I am sure that the God who walked with us through all the 
adventures of last year will continue by our side as we encounter the challenges of this year. 
May God be with us and bless in all the beautiful times ahead. 
 
Peace, 
 

Pastor Tom 

 



Worship in January 
 

January 5, SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Within the gospel reading's profound words lies the simple message that God is 
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word 
existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at 
Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among 
us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the 
bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God's 
grace and truth. 
 

January 12, EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD  
The feast of Epiphany ("manifestation") concludes the Christmas season with a 
celebration of God's glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and 
Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the 
star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children 
of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to 
be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God's love to all people. 
 

 January 19, BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this 
great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will 
bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are 
washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God's beloved children. Our 
baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God's 
healing. 

 
January 26, THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus 
the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are 
oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, 
and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be "caught" in the 
net of God's grace and mercy. 
 
 

TAIZÉ SERVICE 
 Beginning on Sunday, January 26th at 6:00pm we will hold our first 
monthly Taizé service.  This is a beautiful reflective service of music, scripture 
and prayer, which originated at the Taizé Community in the Burgundy region 
of France.  Our service will follow closely the original service with some minor 
adaptations. We will worship in quiet and candlelight. 

 The Taizé Community is an ecumenical Christian monastic fraternity in Taizé, Saône-et-Loire, 
Burgundy, France. It is composed of more than one hundred brothers, from Catholic and Protestant 
traditions, who originate from about thirty countries across the world. It was founded in 1940 by 
Brother Roger Schütz, a Reformed Protestant. 
 Not only will members love this addition to our worship schedule, but it will be an ideal 
opportunity to invite friends or relatives who consider themselves spiritual but do not usually attend 
traditional Sunday morning service.          
 

Taizé 

Karen Peters 



Medical Mission Trip to Guatemala 
 
Lauren Meisel, a pediatrician with the Marin Community Clinics, will be 
traveling to Guatemala with her father, January 18 – 25.  They will be part of a 
medical mission through the nonprofit Mission Impact, based out of Traverse 
City Michigan. They partner with 2 rural towns in Guatemala – Antigua and 
Coyolate as well as a nursing school call Santa Maria de Jesus to provide basic 
medical care twice a year but are also committed to training local health care 
providers, community building and many other projects on an ongoing basis.  
 
Donations are extremely helpful and the following items are requested.  1) Children's 
multivitamins with iron (Flintstones or other generic, no gummies as they melt in hot 
weather)  2) Toothbrushes and toothpaste  3) Used glasses  4) Stickers to give out to kids.  
Any of these items that we collect [in the narthex], will be delivered by Lauren and her dad.  
Donations needed by January 12th. 
 

Thank you! 

 
 News from Social Action 
 

Looking back... 
 

As we begin the new year, we take a look back at 2019 with great gratitude and a heartfelt THANK 
YOU for the faithful participation of our congregants as we strive to serve and care for the most 
vulnerable in our community, in our surrounding regions, and around the globe! With your help, we 
provide meals each month for folks at the Mill Street Center. We take meal bags out into our cities 
and towns, sharing them with the many hungry people we meet. During the year, we support several 
collection drives (food, clothing, gifts at Christmas, personal care supplies, children’s books and 
toys) for many groups: the SF-Marin Food Bank, students of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
people served by the Ritter Center, the San Francisco Night Ministry, Marin Community Clinics. 
 

With our monetary donations, we reach out to assist the work of several organizations, such as the 
ELCA, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Social 
Services, to name a few. The Social Action Ministry team is deeply grateful for your continued 
generosity and support of these efforts throughout the year! 
 
Looking ahead... 
 

In January, there will be a collection drive during the month for the San Francisco Night 
Ministry. There is a great need for two items that will be the focus of the drive: white socks and 
very soft power bars (the power bars need to be soft to ease consumption by those without healthy 
teeth). Though in the past we have collected a wider array of warm gear for their program, it has 
been stressed that this is what is most needed. Please bring your donations in the coming weeks and 
place them in the bins in the narthex. Thanks so much! 
 

Coming up in February, we will again conduct a collection drive for needy students of Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary. There is an ongoing need and the list includes: non-perishable 
food items, personal care/toiletry items, housekeeping supplies, feminine products. Watch for our 
poster and bins to appear in the narthex for the month of February. We appreciate your help! 
 

Cathy Bedilion 



Marin Lutheran Church Women (WELCA)  
 

Bible Study:  Thursday, January 9th (change of usual date) 10am 

in the church narthex.  New study, session one:  We are called.  Hearing God’s voice.    
 

11am plan to assist with undecorating the sanctuary if able. (Slight change from previous 

January Bible studies - no guest leader or lunch; just enjoy coffee and a sweet.)   

Reminder to save your Gather magazine as usual it contains both session one and two 

(including the February Bible study). 
 

Serve and Share:  Thursday, January 16th, we resume our quilting ministry.  We are thankful 

for all the donations of fabric, sheets, thread, batting and support.  THANK YOU. All are 

welcome to join us!   
 

Questions:  Jane by email, jane_mck@prodigy.net,  phone 415 479 8971. 

 
Stewardship 
 

Well, here we are starting a New Year and a new decade fresh out of the box!  The solstice is 
past and the days will get gradually lighter from now to June.  The Christmas Eve service we 
attended at 6:00 PM had the sanctuary filled with familiar and new faces.  The music and the 
choir were fantastic thanks to all the devoted singers led by our leader Andrei and accompanist 
Laura.  What great gifts they have and that we get to enjoy.  One of the visitors spoke to Barb 
after the service saying “This is our first time here, but we are coming back!”  That just 
emphasizes that we never know exactly when an outreach moment is happening and how 
much of what we do can turn into the stewardship of outreach. 
 

Speaking of starting fresh it’s time for some creative thinking around the Stewardship theme for 
2020.  The Stewardship team will get together sometime here soon in the first quarter to come 
up with a theme and plan out the year.  If you’ve ever thought you would like to help with the 
Stewardship ministry team, please contact me!  We would welcome any new members to the 
team (and some of the 2019 members might be looking for different opportunities). 
 

The December Stewardship “kit” that Pastor Tom forwarded to me had the following snippet 
for Sunday the 29th.  Reading the snippet seems to be pointing in that direction of creativity……. 
 

 “Matthew 2:13 –Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 
How soon after the joy of Christmas comes this story of terror and 
grief. Thankfully, Joseph pays attention and changes the family’s 
plans accordingly. May we, like Joseph, listen for God as we steward 
the good news of Jesus in new ways and different directions.” 
 

Lets all look at how we can use our time, talents and treasure in “new ways and different 
directions” in 2020.   

  John Bischoff 

mailto:jane_mck@prodigy.net


JANUARY CELEBRATIONS 

 
Birthdays  

 

1 Daniel Houts  

3 Eun-Shil Kim 

 Eric Bergman 

5 Maggie Harrington 

8 Marie Conrad 

16 Tricia Freidman 

20 Lorraine Loo 

 Michael Clark 

26 Marilyn Davis 

 Esther Johnson 

27 Cathie Schinski 

31 Jean Wallman 

 

Anniversaries 

 

11 Rich & Carolyn Myhre 

 

 

 

 

 

Condolences 
 

We extend condolences to the families of 
Pastor Bonnie Bell and Esther Taylor 
who passed away in December.  Both 
women were faithful stewards of Marin 
Lutheran in the past and still had ties to 
our church through the many family 
members and friends that are a part of our 
church family. 
 
Pastor Bonnie most recently lived in Santa 
Cruz, and Esther in Madison, WI.  
Services were held to celebrate their lives 
in their home churches.  Continue to hold 
these families in your prayers as they hold 
their loved ones in their hearts. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 
 

The flower chart for 2020 is 

posted on the bulletin board 

in the narthex.  Please choose 

a day(s) that you would like 

to provide the flowers for the 

sanctuary, and write your 

name on that day.  Include a dedication 

that we will put in the bulletin. 

 

For those that have never brought the 

flowers before, we need one arrangement.  

This can be flowers picked from your 

garden, bought at the grocery store or 

florist, or a plant.  It is up to you, and that 

gives us a beautiful variety for our 

services. 

 

 

Offering Envelopes 
 

2020 offering envelopes are on a table in 

the narthex.  Please pick up your box the 

next time you are at church.  If you don’t 

have a box, but would like one, please let 

us know and we will see that you receive 

one. 

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Our annual congregational meeting will be 

held on Sunday, January 26
th

 following 

the worship service.  The fellowship team 

will ensure that our bellies are filled with 

good food prior to the business portion of 

the meeting.  We encourage all members 

to attend.  We will hear brief reports from 

the committee/team leaders for 2019; 

receive a 2019 financial report and then 

vote to approve the 2020 Ministry Plan. 

 

The goal is to have copies of the annual 

reports ready on Sunday, January 19
th

.  

For all who need to write reports, please 

get them into the office no later than 

Sunday, January 12
th

. 

  



Congratulations!  

 

In December  

Chloe Jacobs  

graduated from  

Colorado State  

University, Fort  

Collins, CO with a degree in Health and 

Exercise Science.  This month she will 

begin an internship in Denver working 

in a cancer rehabilitation center.  

Kudos to Chloe! 

 

 

With Gratitude 
 

Thank you so much for the wonderful and 

thoroughly generous gift you gave to me 

and my family this Christmas.  Serving the 

people of Marin Lutheran Church and the 

wider Marin community continues to be a 

blessing and a challenge.  I am grateful for 

the opportunity.  I continue to pray for us 

as we seek to serve God and the people of 

Marin with the love  

and grace of God.  

Again—Thank you!   

Pastor Tom  

 

 

A very heartfelt  

THANK YOU to all the members of the 

congregation who had the sweet thought 

to homage me with the very generous 

Christmas gift.  I deeply appreciate it, 

thank you!  
 

I look forward to sharing music with our 

wonderful church for many more 

Christmases.... 
 

Much love, Laura 

 

Thank you for the most wonderful and 

enjoyable year of music making at MLC. 

All of your support and your dedication  

to enriching the worship services with 

beautiful music is so appreciated and I 

thank you so much for the wonderful gift 

of appreciation.  It means a lot to me and 

my family. I look forward to another year 

of creating great music  

with the church and the  

Marin Lutheran  

community.   

 - Andrei 
 

Calendar Fest:  
Hosted by the Outreach Team 

 

Saturday, January 25
th

 beginning at 

9:00am, the Outreach team requests the 

presence of all the Council leaders (and any 

council members that would like to come), 

Committee and Ministry Team chairs for 

Calendar Fest! 

 

What is Calendar Fest?  This is the morning 

that all council and committee/team reps 

gather to populate the 2020 calendar with 

the activities/events that their group is 

planning for the coming year.  This allows 

us to see what is happening in our church 

throughout the coming year.  It is a time 

when groups can identify activities that they 

can work on together and use other leaders 

as sounding boards for new thoughts and 

ideas.  Will every activity throughout the 

year be decided at this meeting?  No, but it 

is certainly a good start to getting us 

thinking about the year! 

 

Members of the Outreach team provide us 

with some breakfast nibbles and drinks.  It’s 

always easier to think after some 

nutritional/caffeine intake.  

 

If any members of the congregation are 

interested in this meeting, please come – 

everyone is welcome!



January 2020 Schedule of Joint  
Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 

 

As we have been doing for almost two years, the people of Marin Lutheran and 
Shepherd of the Hills are strengthening our ministry ties by regularly worshipping 
together, participating in joint educational activities and by hosting special fellowship 
events. Everyone is welcomed and encouraged to come! 
 

The MLC—SHLC January Worship and Education schedule is as follows:  
 

o January 5th—9:30 am Joint Worship at MLC with Shepherd of the Hills (There 
is no 11:00am service at SHLC on this day!) 

 

o January 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th—Joint Education Series on the History of 
Christianity, using Dairmaid MacCulloch’s, A History of Christianity: The First 
Three Thousand Years (see below). Join this engaging and thought provoking 
look at the history of Christianity. Each evening we will enjoy a light dinner and 
wonderful conversation. Then we’ll watch a video on the history of our faith and 
hold a discussion. Everyone is welcome—invite your friends and neighbors to 
come too.  

 

o January 19th—11 am—Joint Special Worship at Shepherd of the Hills with MLC. 
On this third Sunday of January, MLC will have two opportunities to worship—
both led by Pastor Tom—at 9:30am at MLC and at 11:00am at SHLC.  

 
A History of Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years.  
 
  BBC TV series A History of Christianity is an original and 
authoritative work presented by one of the world’s leading historians, 
Diarmaid MacCulloch, Professor of the History of the Church and 
Fellow at St Cross College.  
 Brimming with new insights, this series will reveal the true origins 
of Christianity, explore the sheer diversity of its churches, help viewers 
understand the essence of the different denominations, and explain 
how and why it’s become the biggest religion in the world. 

 

 
The Bookies – MLC Book Club 

 
The 3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00am in the church narthex, the MLC 
book club gets together for a discussion of that month’s book selection.  This 

month they meet on January 15th.  They will discuss the book, Old Filth  by Jane 

Gardam.  Lois will facilitate this discussion.   
 
Everyone is welcome to join this group.  If you would like to sit in on a discussion, 
even if you have not read the book, you are welcome to do that.  Ray Gergus 
and Lorri Reinders are the contacts for the group if you have questions.  



Adult Education on Sunday Mornings 

 
We will take this month off and begin again in the middle of February. 
Our study will follow another topic in the “Dialogue On” series that we 
just finished last December. For that session the issue was refugees. The 
upcoming topic be Race: “Dialogues on Race.” It will go from mid-
February through the Lenten Season and into Easter.  

 
 

Confirmation Ministry 

 

This Winter-Spring we have four students in our class: Rose Dalager, Giorgia Stankus, 

Ryder Field, and Robert Bayler. Please keep these youth in your prayers as they learn 

and grow in their faith.  

 

This month we begin the year with a family pot-luck on Sunday, January 12
th
 at 5 pm. 

During this dinner we will plan for the upcoming months and choose a date for our 

Spring Confirmation Service. 

 
 

High School Youth Activities  

 
SAVE THE DATES for the: ELCA YOUTH GATHERING--June 29-July 3, 2021 
 

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders 
from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for 
a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. 
Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, 
service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are 
challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives. 

 

Date Class Topic Leader 

Sunday, 2/16—11 am to 
noon 

Dialogues on Race: Introduction Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 3/1—11 am to noon #1: What Does It Mean to Be White? Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 3/8–11 am to noon #2: Christmas Cookies From Cambodia Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 3/15–11 am to noon #3: Say It Loud: I’m Black and I’m Proud Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 3/22–11 am to noon #4: American Amnesia Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 4/5—11 am to noon #5: Whither the Women? Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 4/19–11 am to noon #6: Two Christianities Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 5/10—11 am to 
noon 

#7: A New Heaven and A New Earth Pastor Tom 



Congregational Elections Meeting Highlights – 12/8/19 
 

 Presided over by John Lacy, Vice President 

 The Nominating Committee – Ron Jacobs, Lorraine Loo, Rebecca Shunk, Blanche Sprague 

& Jeff Reinders (chair) – was recognized and thanked for their work in securing individuals 

to fill leadership positions for 2020-2021. 

 Jeff Reinders presented the following slate of candidates: 

o Ann Marymor – President 

o John Lacy – Vice President 

o Jeff Reinders – Stewardship Secretary 

o Bev Kamphoefner – Property Committee Chair 

o Lindsey Theobald – Education Team Chair 

o Carol Sherley – Outreach Team Chair 

o Jim Bedilion – Social Action Team Chair  

o Faith Mooney & Ron Radtke – At Large Council Members 

o An individual is considering the council secretary position vacated by Ann Marymor 
 

 Jim Kamphoefner gave a brief report on the status of the expenses for the renovations.  He 

also referenced the letter recently sent by the Finance Committee in regards to the YTD 

giving deficit and asked everyone to consider what they can do to close the giving shortfall. 
 

 Announcement: Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 26
th

 following the 

service. 

 

 

December Council Highlights – 12/9/19 
 

 Susan Morrow appointed to complete Karen Peter’s term as Chair of Staff Congregation 

Relations Committee.  
 

 November minutes, financials and preliminary draft of 2020 budget approved. 
 

 To date, $32,000 has been spent for renovations of corner office, sacristy and community 

room. 
 

 New Members: Roberta & Dale Miller, Faith Mooney and Katharine Peck will be 

recognized on Sunday, December 15. 
 

 Ongoing discussion on updating 5-year plan, property improvements/maintenance, 

capital campaign.  
 

 Next council meeting will be held, Monday, January 20, 2020 at 7:00pm. 
 

 Annual Meeting - January 26, 2020. 
 

Ann Marymor 



Property  
 
At this writing we are nearing the completion of the renovation in the lower level of the church 
building.  Painting has been completed, doors installed, the bathroom renovation is almost 
complete, and the floor is being installed. 
 
There will be finishing touches (the punch list) that will be ongoing, but everyone hopes that 
Iyengar Health Institute will be able to hold their first classes in their new space the week of 
January 6th.  The best case scenario would be Monday evening; if not then, shortly afterwards. 
 
So many of our members/friends have donated your time to help this project, from demolition 
work to cabinet/closet construction, moving furniture to dump runs.  Thanks to so many for 
lending a hand! 

        Bev Kamphoefner 
 
 
Community Partner Updates: 

MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come 
to the following events:  
 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC):   
 
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization 
of churches, synagogues and non-profits located throughout 
Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power 
organization through the identification, development and 
mentorship of leaders from member institutions. 
 

Upcoming Meetings: Research Team Training—January 15, 6:30-8:30 pm at the Dominican 
Sisters Gathering Place, 1540 Grand Ave. San Rafael. 
If you want to understand the work of MOC, especially if you are new, this training will help you 
understand how it all fits together and most importantly, what role you might want to play 
going forward. 
 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:  
 

Monthly Meditation: Wednesday, January 8th from 5:30 - 6:30 pm  
Place: First Presbyterian Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901).  
Cost: Love offering at the door (suggested $10-$20 for this event).  
Theme: Loving Kindness Meditation – Cultivating an intention of benevolence 
in our hearts and minds. 
This month our leader is Elizabeth Gosselin. Elizabeth has been a meditator 

for over 30 years, practicing insight Meditation for fifteen. She has taught meditation and 
Buddhist philosophy to aid people in training and calming the mind. 
 

        Pastor Tom 



JANUARY 2020 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 January 5
th

 January 12
th

 January 19
th

 January 26
th

 

READINGS 

Jeremiah 31:7-14  

Psalm 147:12-20 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:1-18 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm 72 1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34-43 

Matthew 3:13-17 

Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

1Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 

GREETERS  EPIPHANY BAPTISM OF JESUS  

9:30 AM Marie Jacobs Barbara Bischoff Jane McKenzie Erna Randig 

     

USHER     

9:30 AM Ron Jacobs Rich Myhre Lorri Reinders Will Peck 

     

ACOLYTES     

9:30 AM  Annabelle H / Mia Lacy Sophie Z & Sasha G Joshua CH / Haakon L 

     

LECTOR     

9:30 AM Sandy Seeger John Halloran Tricia Freidman  Michele Jacobs 

     

ALM     

9:30 AM Susan Morrow Paul Davis Sharon Guy Kathy Bayler 

     

COMM ASSIST     

9:30 AM Sandy Seeger/Erna Randig   Erna Randig 

     

SOUND TECH     

9:30 AM Dan Watrous John Bischoff Jeff Reinders Bart Saling 

     

COUNTERS     

9:30 AM Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Lorri & Jeff Reinders Kamphoefner 

     

COFFEE HOUR     

9:30 AM Jane McKenzie Erin Morgan Reinders Kamphoefners 

     

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner    

     

FLOWERS Poinsettias    

     

CHLD CHURCH  Erin Morgan Travis Theobald Katharine Peck 

 



 


