Recently, and probably because this month we celebrate stewardship with an opportunity to
make a financial pledge for Marin Lutheran, and because of the holiday of Thanksgiving,
I’ve been thinking about gratitude. In 12 Step meetings there is the phrase, “an attitude of
gratitude.” Another word for attitude is posture. Posture speaks to people. It gives us clues
into people’s moods, emotions, attitudes.
An attitude of gratitude. A posture of thanksgiving. I wonder . . . what might an
attitude of gratitude or a posture of thanksgiving look like? What do you think?
In the apostle Paul’s letter to the Christians in Thessalonika he writes that we are to,
“rejoice always, pray without ceasing, [and] give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” An attitude of gratitude. Isn’t that what Paul’s talking
about? And again to the followers in Ephesus he says, “...giving thanks to God . . . at all
times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” An attitude of gratitude, a
posture of thanksgiving. This is what Paul is urging us to do—to cultivate the demeanor or
posture or attitude and actions of thankfulness in our lives. We are to be thankful in
everything, in all circumstances and times.
Brothers and sisters, give thanks to God for everything this month. Tomorrow when
the alarm goes off and you get up from bed, thank God for another day of life because our
very existence is a gift from God. And then as you move through the routines of the day
pause every so often and say a little prayer of thanks to God—for whatever has happened.
Thank you God that I made, or missed, the ferry. Thank you God for the hungry child that’s
screaming for food or the teenager giving me attitude. Thank you God for everything that’s
happened to me!
Peace,

Pastor Tom

Stewardship Sunday, November 17th
Worship at 9:30am
Brunch to follow the service
Join us for both

November is here already. November means fewer hours of daylight, raking leaves, cooler
days, firing up the furnace and you guessed it – Stewardship program month! There will be a
special sermon by Pastor Tom, and a guest speaker for stewardship Sunday the 17th. PLEASE
keep that date in mind for stewardship brunch right after the service. The plan is to have
breakfast burritos plus some other good fixings so you can do breakfast or lunch – and yes, you
can have desert with breakfast food.
The other notable day in November is, of course, Thanksgiving. Gratitude for all you do for MLC
has been the theme this year and that is what the stewardship brunch is all about. As a part of
celebrating giving and gratitude, you’ll be getting a letter in the mail with your 2020 pledge
materials. Please take some time to think about the programs at MLC, and the opportunities
for worship, fellowship and friendships – and pledge some of your treasure and your time.
Having pledges really helps when it’s budgeting time. Without the spokes, the wheel collapses!
If you can increase your giving by some percentage, we may be able to close some or all of our
typical funding gap. THANKS.
Last month I mentioned the myriad of articles on Stewardship in the Giving magazine. A few of
the articles were about churches with facilities and the positives and negatives around having a
building. One article pointed out that there are churches all over the country who are divesting
themselves of their buildings. Of course, we have our building and grounds and many hands
have been good stewards fixing, beautifying, and maintaining them over time. (Doesn’t that
paint job look great?). The point I’m trying to make is that we do have a real asset in our church
and grounds. It’s well known that for a number of reasons, every year we tend to have a gap
between income and expenses. The council (and others, I’m sure) are also showing good
stewardship by looking at how we can leverage our assets to help fund our programs and keep
the wheel moving. The line of credit and the “business case” behind the yoga health instruction
allows us to invest to get supplemental income to help close the gap. The possibility of selling
part of the upper property can also be a creative way to take what some may consider a liability
and turn it into working capital for our programs.
We need creative and bold ideas and to take a little risk here and there, not just dollars and not
just time, but all three help! The MLC wheel will keep rolling thanks to all of you.

John Bischoff

WORSHIP in November
November 3: ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion
God forgives the sins of all the saints. In the assembly today we give
thanks for all the saints "who from their labors rest," who have fought
the good fight, who have gained the crown. In the same breath we
petition our God for the strength to hear and to heed the admonitions
of the Lord Jesus in today's gospel. Recalling that we have been sealed
by the Spirit and sustained by the Savior's body and blood, we keep on
keeping on as God gives us breath, to the praise of God's glory.
November 10
We worship on the first day of the week because our Savior was raised on
that day. Every Sunday is a little Easter. This Sunday feels more like Easter
than many as the appointed texts celebrate the reality of the resurrection.
Live it up this Lord's day. Our God is the God of the living.
November 17: STEWARDSHIP CELEBRATION
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The
tone of today's texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the
"meantimes." The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in
word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the
apostle: "Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right."
November 24: REIGN OF CHRIST
Jeremiah's promise of the execution of "justice and righteousness in the land" finds
ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It
appears so utterly contradictory that the king should be crucified with the criminal.
This victory appears for all the world as ignominious defeat. Yet through the gate of
death our Lord opens the door to paradise.
November 28: THANKSGIVING
Every gathering for worship has elements of thanksgiving.
When we are nourished with God's bounty in holy
communion, when we partake of Jesus' word that gives
life to the world, and even when two or three of us simply
join our hearts in prayer to make our requests known to
God, we do so "with thanksgiving." Let us give thanks to
the Lord, who is good and whose mercy endures forever.

Thanksgiving Worship: Thursday, 11/28 at 10:00am – JOIN US!

November 2019 Schedule of Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
As we have been doing for over a year now, the people of Marin Lutheran and Shepherd of the
Hills are strengthening our ministry ties by worshipping together regularly, participating in joint
educational activities and by hosting special fellowship events. This month Shepherd of the Hills
is hosting a Joint Special Educational Series. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come!
The MLC—SHLC November worship and Education schedule is as follows:
o November 3rd —9:30 am: Joint Worship at MLC with Shepherd of the Hills (There is no
11 am service at SHLC on this day!)
o November 24th —11 am: Joint Special Worship at Shepherd of the Hills with MLC. On
this last Sunday of September, MLC will have two opportunities to worship—both led by
Pastor Tom—at 9:30am at MLC and at 11am at SHLC.
o November 6th, 13th and 20th from 6 pm to 8 pm Joint Special Educational Series at
Shepherd of the Hills. We begin with a lite dinner and then launch
into our video and discussion. The series follows
the last session (the 1990’s through the 2010’s)
of “God in America,” the Frontline Series of a few
years ago. During the last two sessions we’ll view
the film “When God Left the Building.” This documentary follows a few
congregations—some going through decline and some innovative
ministries which are growing. Plan now to attend this fascinating Study.

High School Youth Activities
On Nov 2nd from 6:00 to 7:30 pm we
met together at the Halloran’s home
in Mill Valley. We enjoyed a meal
and then prepared 12 College Care
Packages. We had a great time
together, and thank everyone who
brought the goodies for the care
packages!
All High School Youth are encouraged
to participate in the Marin Interfaith
Youth Group Meetup on Sunday,
November 17th from 7 pm to 8:30 pm
at Our Lady of Mt Carmel (3 Oakdale)
in Mill Valley. This will be another
great time for youth across Marin to
meet together for fun and a project.

It’s never too early to
SAVE THE DATE for the next:
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING
June 29-July 3, 2021
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth
and their adult leaders from across the ELCA
gather for a week of faith formation known as
the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days
spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible
study, service and fellowship, young people
grow in faith and are challenged and inspired
to live their faith in their daily lives.

Confirmation Ministry
This fall we have four students in our class—two third year youth—
Rose Dalager and Giorgia Stankus, one second year confirmand—
Ryder Field, and one first year student—Robert Bayler. Please keep
these youth in your prayers as they learn and grow in their faith.
This month we will meet twice:
Sunday, November 3rd 5 pm to 6:15 pm. (We will eat dinner from 6 to 6:15 pm). We
will continue studying the Old Testament.
Sunday, November 17th from 7 pm to 8:30 pm—Marin Interfaith Youth Group Meetup.
We will participate in the 2nd Marin Interfaith Youth Group Meetup—this time at Our
Lady of Mt Carmel Church (3 Oakdale Ave) in Mill Valley. This is open to both middle
and high school youth!

Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
We continue this month with our adult education series on Sunday
mornings with the topic of the refugee crisis. It's a challenging subject,
both at a local community level and from a national policy perspective.
To bring viewpoints and meaningful conversations around this issue,

Dialogues On: The Refugees Crisis
offers unique perspectives from
experienced authors from renowned
organizations such as World Relief
and Church World Service that
provide insight into refugee stories
and experiences. We will explore these perspectives on
the following Sundays this fall.

Date
Sunday, 11/10—11 am to noon
Sunday, 12/8—11 am to noon
Sunday, 12/15—11 am to noon

Class Topic
The Refugee Crisis:

A Network of Care
The Refugee Crisis:

Facing Our History
The Refugee Crisis:

Where Do We Go From Here

Leader
Pastor Tom
Pastor Tom
Pastor Tom

Marin Lutheran Church Women – WELCA
BIBLE STUDY: Thursday, November 7th at 10:00am – meet in the church narthex.
No hard feelings? Poetry and emotions in the Old Testament
Session Three: Stewarding the gift of joy.
In the God who has redeemed us from despair, we find true,
inescapable joy.
This is the final session of this three-part series by the Rev. Dr.
Ana Madsen. We draw from the experience of ancient writers and
learn to look for God’s help in stewarding our deep emotions, finding
hope and grace along the way.
In December our focus will be: Wait, watch, create, an Advent devotional in Isaiah by
visual artist Vonda Drees.
Visit www.gathermagazine.org for updates
SERVE & SHARE: Thursday, November 21st at 10:00am - meet in conference room.
We meet to start a new year of quilt ministry, finish up cards for homebound and allocate
memorial gifts. A total of 55 quilts were blessed and forwarded to LWR. We thank everyone
for their support: sewers, fabric donations, buying tickets to finance shipping costs and
expenses, the group that faithfully meet each month to tie, and special thanks to Bev and Jim
who deliver quilts to the ingathering for their final journey to the LWR warehouses for
distribution. THANK YOU!
THANKOFFERINGS: Sunday, November 24th
Thankofferings are a long-standing custom among
Lutheran women. We give in thanksgiving for blessings
received–and we do receive so many blessings, don’t we?
Your generous Thankofferings help support the ongoing
ministries of the churchwide women’s organization, the work
of your elected churchwide board, our communications
ministries, justice and advocacy work, and so much more. That’s why we give Thankofferings.
Envelopes are available in the narthex. Please make checks payable to MLCW and drop
them in the offering plate on the 24th. Your donations will be forwarded to WELCA.
Questions?

Jane McKenzie 1 415 479 8971 or jane_mck@prodigy.net

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays
4
Joanna West
5
Michaela Marymor
8
Nicky Church
10 Sandy Seeger

13
14
15
21
28

Erika Cunliffe
Andrei Gorchov
Emily Rosendahl
Roy Allen
Cathy Bedilion

29
30

Dan Watrous
Carolyn Myhre

News from Social Action Ministry Team
Family shelter project:

Food barrel collection:

A Huge thank you to all the “MLC Angels” who
turned out Oct 25th & 26th to help at the Family
Emergency Shelter (AKA Brown House). The
shelter houses 9 families at a time which results in
much wear and tear. We completed a variety of
needed maintenance repairs both inside and outside
the facility.

Nov 1st– Thanksgiving: For SF-Marin
Food bank and Seminary Students
SF-Marin Food Bank once again asks
for your help in donating non-perishable
food items that are needed by so many.
Barrels will be in place Nov 1st through
Thanksgiving. Your food donation makes
it possible for kids to learn, for adults to
focus better at work, and for seniors to
stay healthy and active.
Also there is a need for personal care
items (toothpaste, toothbrushes, floss,
soap, shampoo, razors, shaving cream,
feminine hygiene products, toilet paper,
Kleenex, cold/flu remedies, etc.) for the
struggling seminary students. Thank you
for lightening the load!

Homeward Bound of Marin:
Family Emergency Shelter
Located at 430 Mission Ave., San Rafael
The 9-room Family Center offers emergency
shelter to families with children aged 0 to 18 years
Each family occupies a private room and shares
communal space including kitchen, bathrooms,
playroom and living room.
Services include counseling, meal support, help
with job and housing search, homework club,
outings and enrichment activities, and access to
Head Start child care. As space becomes available,
families may be referred to Homeward Bound's
transitional or permanent supportive housing
programs.

Meal bags:
The confirmands with be assembling
more meal bags for us to pick up and
distribute on Nov 10th.
Please take some with you as you
leave church, and plan to give them to
needy folks you meet throughout your
day. Each meal bags contains: cans of
soup, snack bars, phone numbers of
assistant programs, hotline, and a note
that reads, “A gift from your friends at
Marin Lutheran Church.”

Coming Soon! Be on the Lookout for the Angel Tree!
Late November and continuing through early December, MLC will be participating
in the annual Ritter Center Family to-Family Holiday Program. Check the narthex for
our Angel Trees with their gift tags! Details will follow as to how you can join in to
provide a wonderful holiday for a local family with donations of gift cards and requested gifts.
Collection of the gifts will begin in the later part of November and continue through first part of
December. Thank you for helping to bring the joy, and spirit of Christmas to struggling families!

Cheri Houts

You’re Invited to Celebrate the Arrival of St. Nicholas
December 8, 2019
3:30-5:00 PM: Children (3 years-6th grade) get a chance
to celebrate (with supervising elves!) via games, crafts
and music while parents and caregivers use 1.5 hours of
pre-holiday free time however they like! (Possibilities
could include a little shopping, decorating, gift wrapping
or maybe just sitting down, taking a breath and savoring
the season.)
5:15-7:00 PM: Everyone in the MLC community is
invited for food, fun and festivity, very possibly
highlighted by a visit from St. Nicholas!
Donations of warm hats, scarves and gloves as well as
white socks will be collected for donation to the San
Francisco Night Ministry.
What do you need to do to be part of all of this?
RSVP for either one or BOTH opportunities to celebrate! All ages are welcome!
(415) 924-3785
(Have a hankering to be an elf for an afternoon? Volunteers are needed to help with games,
crafts and music AND to help with dinner (set up, serve and clean up). I have it on good
authority, that an hour or two of elf help moves you a little bit farther up on Santa’s “nice”
list . . . from my lips to Santa’s ear! Contact me (gomorrow@jps.net) or leave a message at
the church office if you’d like to be an elf-in-motion rather than just that elf-on-a-shelf!)

Susan Morrow
Renovation Update





The parish hall bathroom is complete and being enjoyed by many
users. If you have not seen it as yet, take a look.
The upper level sacristy and office space are almost complete. A few
finishing touches are yet to be done – shelving for the sound system and hanging space
for the robes, but they are definitely usable in the meantime.
In the lower level, new flooring has been installed in the bathrooms, and storage space
replaced in the furnace room so we can get our supplies tucked away again and out of
the way of the ongoing renovations. Interior doors for the rooms will be installed soon.

Progress continues to be made, and again we thank volunteers who helped install shelves
and assemble cabinets – Rob Z, Jim B & Ron J. Thanks for the individuals who answered
the call to move furniture back into the office – Michael H, John B & Pastor Tom.

October Council Highlights






Parish Hall bathroom renovation complete. Many compliments and appreciation
from the various groups that use the space.
Drywall in sacristy & upper level office installed. Plumbing to the sacristy complete.
Finishing touches will be done after cabinets installed.
Drywall in lower office almost complete.
Finance reported that they are ending our contract with Pushpay and the MLC app.
The app is underutilized and costs are going up. We will move to Vanco-Give Plus,
the old Simply Giving. Migrating accounts will take place this month.
2020 Ministry Plan - all committee/team chairs have been asked for their “wished for
ministry plans budget”. Initial ministry plan will be compiled and reviewed at
November Council.



Discussion concerning the topic of a potential hillside parcel split. After some
conversation, council decided to table this issue for the time being.



75th anniversary celebration - January/February 2023.



Key upcoming dates - November 17 Stewardship Sunday. December 8
Congregational Meeting for elections.

Ann Marymor
75th Anniversary Organizing Committee
An organizing committee is being formed to plan for the 75th
anniversary celebration. All ideas and volunteers welcomed. Please
contact Ann Marymor at ann@marymor.com, or 415-748-2410 (c) if
you are interested/willing to serve on this committee.

Sanctuary Flowers
Please check the flower
chart posted on the bulletin
board in the narthex. There
are still Sundays through the
end of the year that we need
flowers for the sanctuary.
Sign up if there is a date you
can take to provide the
flowers. Thank you!

Join us for Worship
at 10:00am
Bring family & friends

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come
to the following events:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)—10th Anniversary Convention:
Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) celebrated a decade of
organizing citizen power in Marin County the last Sunday of
October (10/27). Instead of the Marin Civic Center we were at
Congregation Rodef Shalom (because of the power outage). We
still had over 700 members and guests from over 22 member
institutions in attendance. We celebrated past victories, heard
stories and learned of the concerns raised from a bunch of house meetings over the Spring and
Summer. We affirmed our agenda for the next few years of working on mental health resources
for youth, expanded services for our elderly, renter protections and affordable housing.
Thank you to the more than 15 members of MLC who attended. We were well represented. In
the next number of months there will be more opportunities to get involved in one or more of
those issues. If you have any questions, or would like to get more involved and don’t know
how—please let me (PastorTom@gmail.com) know.
(MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member
institutions.

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:
Monthly Meditation—Wednesday November 6th from 5:30 - 6:30 pm—First
Presbyterian Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). Cost: Love
Offering at the door (suggested $10-$20 for this event). This month our leader
is Melusina Gomez. The title for the meditation is “Yetzcoatl and Ancestral
Healing: a Nahualismo mediation for transforming trauma, health issues and
destructive patterns.”
Melusina Gomez is a curandera, ritualist, and artist, whose healing arts offerings combine the
principles and practices of Curanderismo and Nahualismo. Curanderismo is a traditional
healing art from Mexico, which blends indigenous wisdom with influences from Europe.
Nahualismo is the healing tradition of ancient Mexico.
Come Join us for MIC’s Fall Fundraiser: Emerging Visionaries—Thursday, November 14th from
6 pm to 8 pm at Unity of Marin (600 Palm Dr. Novato). The fall event this year celebrates a
vision of trans-formative social action that sprouts from deep spiritual roots. Speakers this year
include Chandre Alexandre, CEO, Community Action Marin and Rev. Marcus Hartlief, Minister
of The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Marin. For more information please check out the
Marin Interfaith Council website: www.marinifc.org.

NOVEMBER 2019 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
November 3rd
READINGS

Daniel 7:1-3, 1518
Psalm 149
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

GREETERS

ALL SAINTS

November 10th
Job 19:23-27a
Psalm 17:1-9
2 Thessalonians
2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38

November 17th

November 24th

November 28th

Malachi 4:1-2a
Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians
3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

STEWARDSHIP

REIGN OF CHRIST

TKSGIVING 10A

Deuteronomy 26:111

Psalm 100
Philippians 4:4-9
John 6:25-35

9:30 AM Barbara Bischoff

Sandy Seeger

Marie Jacobs

Erna Randig

Mary Creigh Houts

9:30 AM Paul Davis

Rick West

Ron Jacobs

Lorri Reinders

Michael Rosendahl

Jacob Shunk
Joshua Clark-Hexter

Mia Lacy
Haakon Lacy

Ellery and Giorgia
Stankus

9:30 AM Tricia Freidman

Sandy Seeger

John Lacy

Jeff Reinders

Emily Rosendahl

9:30 AM Yvonne Weidmann

Susan Morrow

Paul Davis

Sharon Guy

Betsy McCormick

Erna Randig

Emily Rosendahl

John Bischoff

USHER

ACOLYTE
Leif Lacy

9:30 AM Isaiah Chark-Hexter
LECTOR

ALM

COMM ASSIST
9:30 AM

SOUND TECH
9:30 AM John Bischoff

Jeff Reinders

Dan Watrous

Bart Saling

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

The Reinders

Lindsey Theobald

Stewardship
Brunch

The Reinders

Ann Marymor

Ann Marymor

Ann Marymor

Ann Marymor

Rosendahl/Houts

Rosendahl/Houts

COUNTERS
9:30 AM Kamphoefner

COFFEE HOUR
Fellowship

9:30 AM Ministry Team
ALTAR GUILD

Bev Kamphoefner

FLOWERS
Child CHURCH

Seegers
Susan Morrow

Erin Morgan

Katharine Peck

Rich Myhre

