Marin Organizing Committee 10th Anniversary Convention
Do you care about the housing crisis in Marin? Do you want to work toward making our mental
health care system more affordable and accessible? Do you wonder how our county is going to
address the rapidly growing aging population? Join me and other members of Marin Lutheran
Church for the Marin Organizing Committee Convention on Sunday, October 27 th from 3 to 5pm
at the Marin Civic Center Exhibit Hall.
Since the beginning (2009), MOC has won local victories on a wide range of issues:








Homelessness – Established and expanded REST (Rotating Emergency Shelter Team)
and fought to transform county shelter systems to housing-first shelter in 2018.
Housing – Organized broad community support for the development of Victory Village
in Fairfax and fought against “NIMBY”ism to help establish housing for single mothers at
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael.
Healthcare – Worked to increase the number of bilingual case managers in 2013 and
organized a county-wide “check-in” process for accountability and smoother
implementation of the Affordable Care Act.
Immigration and Police Relations – Organized immigrant-led teams of leaders to
advocate for better relationships with local law enforcement and changed the punitive
towing and impoundment policy in San Rafael that reduced economic hardship for
hundreds of working families.
Renter Protections – Won Mandatory Mediation and Just Cause Eviction ordinances in
Marin County, Fairfax, and San Rafael in 2018 and 2019.
Civic Engagement – Trained thousands of people from different backgrounds across
Marin County to engage more meaningfully in the decisions impacting their
communities.

Along with these victories MOC will recognize three of the founders of MOC: Sister Marion
Irvine, OP—Dominican Sisters of San Rafael, Stephen Fierberg—Congregation Kol Shofar, and
Fr. Paul Rossi—former pastor at St. Raphael Catholic Church.
So, come, celebrate 10 years of building citizen power, and come, hear about our renewed
agenda of issues for the coming years. Come be a part of making history. Sign up on the Social
Action bulletin board in the narthex and contact me for more information.
Peace,

Pastor Tom

MLC Stewardship
As stewardship “season” draws near and fall is in the air it’s time to start reminding
you that there will be a stewardship “brunch+” on November 17th after the worship
service. I used the term brunch+ to indicate that I hope to make it something a bit
different with a surprise or two thrown in. This is a big commitment of the committee
since we have not really planned this yet, but the idea is to get you on board with
hanging out at MLC for a couple of hours after the service with all of your friends for a
thank you!
The Stewardship “Gratitude Wheel” is getting crowded with
recognition for all the things people do to keep MLC rolling. After
one of the services a few weeks back, an actual act of thanking the
choir was captured as young Gunnar filled out a card and attached
it to the wheel. Another was added by Laura Magnani’s son,
Pilippo for the chance to play the violin!! They say that making the
next generation of givers aware of stewardship is a good thing, so
the wheel is accomplishing something!
I was given two volumes of articles on stewardship to try to gain some inspiration.
They were 40 pages each! I wondered why in the world it takes 80 pages (and this is
just one source) to help people get the Stewardship message across. After reading a
bunch of the articles, it occurred to me – It’s COMPLICATED! Motivation and action
around giving is different for each person because we are all affected in different ways
by experiencing and witnessing stewardship in others and deciding how we want to
manifest it in ourselves.
The most important thought I got from reading is that while it is about time, talent, and
treasure, this time of year is when we focus a more on the treasure part. Beyond the
operating budget to keep people paid and the lights on, though, are the results that
happen because of our contributions to keep MLC rolling.
Consider the following from recent history (2018 annual report and more):







52 quilts to needy people around the world
$2310 disbursed by the Women of the ELCA (WELCA) to the Canal Alliance,
Center for Domestic Peace, Lutheran World Relief, Marin Community Clinic,
MLC, Mount Cross, PLTS, Ross Valley Ecumenical Housing, Social Action
Family Center, National WELCA organization
Fed 55 men at Mill Street once a month
Over 72 backpacks stuffed with supplies for local school kids
100 homeless food packs made and distributed










Brown house maintenance annually
$7600 disbursed by Social Action to Community Action Marin, ELCA Disaster
Response, ELCA Good Gifts, Homeward Bound (many Burritos and Brown
House), Lutheran Immigration Refugee Service, California Fire Victims, Marin
Interfaith Council, Marin Organizing Committee, Mount Cross, REST Program,
Ritter Center, Rwanda School Program, SF Night Ministry
Judy’s Kitchen
25-30 annual VBS participants through contributions, tuition and funds from
Social Action
General congregational extra giving to the tune of over $4000 to Second Mile
Giving, Fire Victims, SF Night Ministry, Souper Bowl of caring plus
Over $3000 from Thanksgiving to World Hunger appeal
Finally, over $30,000 to the ELCA for mission support and running the synod
which does pay for administration but also goes to programs world-wide

I may have left some things out or gotten something a bit wrong, but I think you get the
point. Our contributions to Marin Lutheran do more than just keep the people paid and
the lights on! The interesting thing here is how much of the things we do are funded
above and beyond general giving amounts with “extra” donations that are not trackable
and mostly not reported as part of the budget.
So, when you plan for your annual giving to MLC, consider what the funds do for the
world and our community, not just about the operating budget. It represents the
collective power of MLC to affect our community and the world.

John Bischoff
OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
1
2
6
10
15
17
19
21

Courtney Bedilion
Jim Kamphoefner
Margaret Rosano
Chuck Conrad
Margot Gergus
Pastor Tom Gable
Elizabeth Haxton
Marie Jacobs
Hannah Gable
Natalie West
Dawn Brewster

22
30

Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson
Caitlin Jacobs
Paul Davis

Anniversaries
4
9
22
30

Bev & Jim Kamphoefner
Marie & Charles Conrad
Katharine & Will Peck
Monica & Eric Bergman

Worship in October
October 6 – Blessing of the Animals
The animals of God’s creation inhabit the skies, the earth, and the sea. They
share in the ways of human beings. They have a part in our lives. Francis of
Assisi recognized this when he called the animals, wild and tame, his brothers
and sisters. Remembering Francis’ love for these brothers and sister of ours,
we thank God for letting us share the earth with all the creatures.
October 13 – Healing Sunday
It's a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have
healed us. The body and blood of Jesus in holy communion have made
us clean. We have died with Christ and been raised with him. For all
this we have returned to offer thanks. From this place we are sent on
our way rejoicing to share the good news.
October 20
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is the encouragement of the
Christ of the gospel today. Persistence in our every encounter with the
divine will be blessed. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism
again and again. Come regularly to Christ's table. Persistence in our
every encounter with the divine will be blessed.
October 27 – Reformation Sunday
On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Christ—the good
news—that makes us free! We pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to unite
the church today in its proclamation and witness to the world. In the waters of
baptism we are made one body; we pray for the day that all Christians will also
be one at the Lord's table.

Meeting Highlights
September Council

Special Congregational Meeting, 9/22



Tom Schmidt presented his and Ross’
research on selling a parcel of our property.
Council will pursue this in the new year.





Parish hall bathroom renovation is scheduled
to begin September 23rd.

Voted to approve using up to
$50,000 from Thrivent Credit Line
to make renovations to lower level
of church building and for repairs/
renovations to corner offices
following water damage 3 years ago.



October council meeting moved to October
7th at 7:00pm.





Approval of lease agreement with Evlaleah
Howard of Iyengar Health Institute and call
for special congregational meeting on Sept. 22
to approve funds from Thrivent Credit Line
to make improvements to the property.

Repayment of loan to be completed
in 2-4 years. 2-year repayment
requires 100% rent for loan
payments, whereas 4-year repayment
will allow for partial rent to go to
operating expenses. Annual ministry
plans to outline repayment.

Social Action Team News Notes

Marin Lutheran Church Women, WELCA

Judy’s Community Kitchen
The finishing touches are steadily being
completed on the kitchen renovation project,
and we look forward to its completion in the
near future. At that time, the Social Action
team will host a chicken divan dinner using
Judy Rossbach’s famous recipe to thank the
major supporters of the project. And the
meal will be prepared in the new kitchen!
What a fun way to celebrate the conclusion
of this endeavor!

Bible Study: October 3rd at 10:00am in the
church narthex
Session two: The ache of grief
In this session we explore our stewardship
of emotions, specifically grief using Psalm
25, 77 & 126, as well as Lamentations 2 & 5.
Understand that God grieves with us
and that marked with the cross of Christ
through baptism, we can rest in the sure
hope of the resurrection and the knowledge
that death does not win. Loss comes in
many forms.

Mill Street Meals
The faithful support from our congregation
for this important year-round ministry is so
gratefully appreciated. The need to feed the
homeless people in our community is critical
and continuous. Thank you for stepping up
each month to provide this help to the many
who are in need!
Annual Fall Renovation at Family Center
Mark your calendars and please join us for
this year’s maintenance and repair project at
the Homeward Bound Family Center —
a.k.a. The Brown House — in San Rafael.
We will have workdays on Friday, October
25, and on Saturday, October 26, from 9:00
am to 4:00 pm each day. Lunch will be
provided for our volunteers. Come for a
couple of hours, come for several... all are
welcome for any time they can give. As we
know, many hands make light work! There
is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.
Meal Bag Distribution
The Brown Bag Meal distribution program
continues at MLC. Look for the supply of
bags in the narthex. Please take some with
you as you leave church, put them in your
car, and plan to give them to needy folks
you meet as you go through your day.

Cathy Bedilion

Plan to join us for Bible study as we meet
the first Thursday of each month.
Serve & Share: Two meetings this month
1. Thursday, October 10th, 10am-12noon –
this is an extra meeting as we get ready
for the quilt blessing on October 13th.
2. Thursday, October 17th is our regular
meeting day. We’ll meet in the narthex
from 9:00am until 55 quilts are packed
and ready for transport to Vallejo
Saturday, October 19th.
Feel free to contact me if you have
concerns or questions about our ministry’s
work, Bible study, quilting project, as we
serve in the community and here at MLC.
All welcome. I am available Sundays before
and after the church service, or by email:
jane_mck@prodigy.net, or phone: 415 479
8971.
- Jane McKenzie

EDUCATION
Adult Education on Sunday Mornings
We continue this month with our adult education series on Sunday
mornings with the topic of the refugee crisis. It's a challenging subject,
both at a local community level and from a national policy perspective.
To bring viewpoints and meaningful conversations around this issue,
Dialogues On: The Refugees Crisis
offers unique perspectives from
experienced authors from renowned
organizations such as World Relief and
Church World Service that provide
insight into refugee stories and experiences. We will
explore these perspectives on the following Sundays
this fall.

Date

Class Topic

Leader

Sunday, 10/13—11 am to noon

The Refugee Crisis:
A People without a Place

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 10/20—11 am to noon

The Refugee Crisis:
A Global Perspective

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 11/10—11 am to noon

The Refugee Crisis:
A Network of Care

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 12/8—11 am to noon

The Refugee Crisis:
Facing Our History

Pastor Tom

Sunday, 12/15—11 am to noon

The Refugee Crisis:
Where Do We Go From Here

Pastor Tom

Men’s Bible Study
We will meet this month on the last Saturday, October 26th
from 9 am to 10:15 am. At that time, we will continue our
study of the New Testament using the material, The New
Testament You Never Knew. In October our topic will be
“The Life and Death of Jesus.” Please come, and invite other men from the congregation
and community, to enjoy a vital time of spiritual growth and fellowship.

Pastor Tom

Confirmation Ministry
This fall we have four students in our class—two third year youth—Rose Dalager and
Giorgia Stankus, one second year confirmand—Ryder Field, and one first year student—
Robert Bayler. Please keep these youth in your prayers as they learn and grow in their
faith.
This month we will meet twice:
Sunday, October 13th from 5 pm to 6:15 pm.
 We will continue studying the Old Testament.
 We eat dinner from 6:00 – 6:15pm: Erin Ceynar & Kevin
Dalager are signed up to bring dinner.
Sunday, October 20th from 5 pm to 6:15 pm.
 We will continue studying the Old Testament.
 Kathy Bayler is signed up to bring dinner.

High School Youth Activities
Last month we had a good time working with other youth and adults
across Marin County at the 9th Annual Green Gulch Youth Gleaning.
We learned a bit about Buddhism and meditation. Then we went to
the fields and took part in the final picking of the season. Our group
picked a lot of chard. It was fun and rewarding.
Upcoming at the very beginning of November we’ll meet to
prepare College Care Packages on Saturday, November 2nd from
6 pm to 7:30 pm (location TBA). Please put this on your calendar
and plan now to attend.
Looking forward further into the month of November, please put on your calendar the
Marin Interfaith Youth Group Meetup on Sunday, November 17th from 7 to 8:30 pm.
This will be another great time for youth across Marin to meet together for fun and a
project.

To Contact Pastor Tom:
Text or Call Pastor Tom on his cell phone at 916-479-3308
or at 415-237-3884
Call Pastor Tom at the office 415-924-3782
Email Pastor Tom at Pastortomgable@gmail.com

MLC Notebook
Thank you to SHLC!
On a beautiful fall day,
September 29th, many
in our congregation
joined Shepherd of the Hills, Tiburon
for worship at 11:00am. Following the
service, they hosted a wonderful potluck
lunch on their patio. Great food and
conversation were shared and two
birthdays celebrated! Our Fellowship
team join their members to put on a
lovely lunch. Thank you!

Baptism
September 15th we
celebrated the baptism
of Piper Lee Larsson,
Tom & Susan Schmidt’s
granddaughter. We ask
God’s blessing on Piper
and her family, Annie & Chris as they
experience life together! Our choir sang
a beautiful baptismal anthem in honor of
the occasion.

The Bookies
At our September meeting we enjoyed
sharing what we read over the summer
while sipping coffee and eating pumpkin
bread and cookies. We decided on the
books we will be reading and discussing
for the next five months. They are
outlined below along with the facilitators.
October 16 –
“Gilead” by Marilynne Robinson.
Richard will facilitate
November 20 –
“Once Upon a Town” by Bob Green.
Sue will facilitate

December 18 –
“Something in the Water” by Catherine
Steadman. Gaille will facilitate and bring
coffee.
January 15 –
“Old Filth” by Jane Gardam
Lois will facilitate
February 19 –
“The Beautiful Mystery” by Louise
Penny. Ray will facilitate
Who would like to bring the snack in
October? Feel free to volunteer for the
subsequent months as well everyone.
We’d like to invite new folks to join us,
come anytime. If you have questions, let
us know.
Thanks everyone,

Lorri Reinders
Christmas Greenery
Coming SOON –
Annual Greenery
sign-up! Start
thinking about what
greenery items you
would like to order
for yourself or as
gifts for others. The
sign-up sheets will be in the narthex soon.
We’ll send a brochure via email as well.
You’ll have the month of October to
decide what you’d like to adorn your
home with this year, or which item you
will send to family/friends. You can place
your order and then forget about it for a
while. The first week in December when
the greenery arrives, you’ll be pleasantly
surprised!

Taizé Service
November 3rd at 7:30pm
Rest, relax, rejuvinate body & soul

Renovation Work!
Please pardon the dust, for a while. Two projects are almost
complete; one has just begun. The parish hall bathroom is complete
(save for one or two small items), usable, and beautiful! Take a look
when you are here. We have gotten many wonderful comments and
thanks from folks that have used it. This was made possible by a
generous matching grant of $5,000 and individuals who donated
towards the match. THANK YOU!
Judy’s Community Kitchen is also near completion. There are some finishing touches to do
here as well, but it has been accomplished with a great deal of volunteer labor as well as gifts
given towards the project. The folks at the helm are Cheri & Michael Houts and they have had
support from many. The Social Action Team, which Judy Rossbach was a member of for many
years, spear-headed this renovation in Judy’s memory. THANK YOU!
Work has just begun on the two corner offices as well as the lower level of the church building.
Following water damage from a roof leak, and mold remediation completed almost two years
ago, the corner offices needed to be “put back together” as in, replacing walls and floor
coverings. We are taking this opportunity to do that, as well as to spruce things up a bit more.
The work on the lower level is being done in conjunction with having a new tenant lease the
space – Iyengar Health Institute. Evlaleah Howard offers therapeutic yoga using techniques
learned from B.K.S. Iyengar. She specializes on spine and back problems. We welcome Ev,
and look forward to her presence here. This is one of the ways that our council is addressing
our need for additional, outside income to supplement our own stewardship and support of our
ministry.
A contractor will be doing most of the renovation work, but before that work could begin we
needed to clear out the space, and completing as much demo work as possible, saves us a penny
or two! Volunteers have been hard at work again. Our heartfelt thanks goes to Rob Zlatunich
for building closet organizers to maximize use of storage space; to Susan Morrow & Barbara
Bischoff for spending hours organizing and cleaning out VBS, education and misc. items from
the lower level rooms; to Marie & Ron Jacobs, Jim Bedilion and John Bischoff for being a very
effective demo crew – accumulating almost 8 yards of rubbish; to Ron & Marie Jacobs (they
make a good team) for relocating electrical wall outlets and switches; to Jim Kamphoefner for
his help in clearing out the upper office, and being willing to step in whenever I holler for help!
An anonymous angel swopped in and organized the children’s corner in the education building
– it’s cozy and inviting. THANK YOU ALL!
The work in the church building is possible because the congregation at two special meetings
this summer, approved that we acquire a line of credit and then released up to $50,000 to
complete the work. If anyone has questions about what we are doing, call, drop me a line or
stop by and ask.
Bev Kamphoefner

Giving Snapshot


Giving for the year, January through September 2019:
o is $17,500, or nearly $2,000/month behind budget
o 7.7% below budgeted income for the first 3 quarters
o 4%, or $1,000/month behind 2018



At the end of September 2018, giving was nearly 8.5% behind budget and we closed that
gap by year-end, so this is not unusual, (but it is a situation we’d like not to be in year after
year). We would ask that you look closely at your giving, and your pledge, see if there’s
something you’ve forgotten, or if there’s something more you can give at this time. Thank
you!



Tracking Givers – This may help explain why we are having a harder time maintaining our giving
income from year to year.






Giver – an individual, a couple, a family
Since 2008 we have gained 42 givers, for a total of $43,051 in offering income
Since 2008 we have lost 43 givers, for a total of $89,024 in offering income
Since 2012 significant annual income losses: $10-15,000 – 3 givers // $5-10,000 – 2 givers
We don’t know if any current giver(s) will be able to step up to the level of the above five
losses, but many of our givers continue to increase their giving as they are able to. We thank
you for your continued generosity. 

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come
to the following events:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)—10th Anniversary Convention:
Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) is celebrating a
decade of organizing citizen power in Marin County and we
are excited for what lies ahead. Join member of Marin
Lutheran on Sunday, October 27th at 3 pm. Together with
over eight hundred others from congregations, non-profits,
neighborhoods and communities across the county we will
celebrate a decade of building non-partisan citizen power
and establishing a renewed agenda of issue for 2020. We want to stand together as Marin
Lutheran at this historic event and we need you! Sunday, October 27th from 3 to 5 pm at the
Civic Center Exhibition Hall (10 Avenue of the Flags San Rafael). For more information and to
sign up, please see the sign-up sheet in the narthex or contact Pastor Tom
(pastortomgable@gmail.com).
(MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member
institutions.

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:
Monthly Meditation—Wednesday October 2nd from 5:30 - 6:30 pm—First
Presbyterian Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). Cost: Love
Offering at the door (suggested $10-$20 for this event). This month our
leader is Andrew K. Lee.
Andrew K. Lee is a PhD student at Graduate Theological Union in
Berkeley, where he specializes in medieval mysticism and spirituality. He is a member of Christ
Episcopal Church in Sausalito. He is a regular participant in a Centering Prayer and meditation
group at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in San Rafael, and has led contemplative, classes, seminars
and retreats for Christ Church, San Francisco Theological Seminary, and the Pacific Center for
Spiritual Formation.
Come Join us for MIC’s Fall Fundraiser: Emerging Visionaries—Thursday, November 14th from
6 pm to 8 pm at Unity of Marin (600 Palm Dr. Novato). The fall event this year celebrates a
vision of trans-formative social action that sprouts from deep spiritual roots. Speakers this year
include Chandre Alexandre, CEO, Community Action Marin and Rev. Marcus Hartlief, Minister
of The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Marin. For more information please check out the
Marin Interfaith Council website: www.marinifc.org.

OCTOBER 2019 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
October 6th
READINGS

Psalm 148:7-14
Galatians 6:14-18
Matthew 11:25-30

GREETERS

BLESSING ANIMALS

October 13th

October 20th

October 27th

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
Psalm 111
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 121
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Luke 18:1-8

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46
Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36
REFORMATION

9:30 AM

Marie Jacobs

Sandy Seeger

Erna Randig

Barbara Bischoff

9:30 AM

Ron Jacobs

Lorri Reinders

Rick West

Will Peck

9:30 AM

Ellery & Giorgia Stankus

James M & Annabelle H

Isaiah & Joshua CH

Sophie Z & Sasha G

9:30 AM

Karen Clinton

Rebecca Shunk

Dan Watrous

Tricia Freidman

9:30 AM

Kathy Bayler

Betsy McCormick

Paul Davis

Sharon Guy

USHER

ACOLYTE

LECTOR

ALM

COMM ASSIST
9:30 AM

Tricia Freidman

SOUND TECH
9:30 AM

Dan Watrous

Jeff Reinders

Bart Saling

John Bischoff

Kamphoefner

Lorri & Jeff Reinders

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

MLCW

Rebecca Shunk

Sandy Seeger

Ann Marymor

ALTAR GUILD

Bev Kamphoefner

Erna Randig

Erna Randig

Erna Randig

FLOWERS

Kathy Bayler

CHLD CHURCH

Erin Morgan

COUNTERS
9:30 AM

COFFEE HOUR
9:30 AM

Sue Southgate
Rich Myhre

Travis Theobald

Katharine Peck

