
 

 

Last month I came across an article in the newsletter from one of our community partner 
organizations —Marin Interfaith Council. It speaks of homelessness, the successes we’ve been 
involved with, (through Social Action and Marin Organizing Committee), and being good neighbors.  
 

The following is an excerpt from the article by Bryn Deamer: “In 2017, the City of San 
Rafael…decided to join the “housing first” movement. The idea is to first get homeless people 
housed…. It is a collaborative effort…, and the effort has been highly successful. Between 2017 and 
2019 there was a 28% reduction in chronic homelessness in San Rafael, a 54% reduction in 
emergency medical service transports for people who have been housed, and an 86% reduction in 
police department calls for people who have been housed.   
 

As this is a new effort there is still a lot to learn and some of this learning has to do with the 
neighbors of the newly housed. In our neighborhood, two back-to-back houses were brought into 
the system…. One of the houses is just three doors away from our house…. In the beginning there 
were behavioral issues…. One problem…had to do with the smoking of tobacco. Since smoking 
inside the houses is forbidden, the newly housed friends are forced out onto the street in front of 
neighbor’s houses and found themselves “chased” from place to place as one neighbor after 
another complained about the smoke. Eventually they ended up congregating on the corner of 
Belle and Union Streets, where we live…. We are lucky, in that my wife and I are not bothered by 
smoke, so we let them be, greeted them and learned their names….  
 

Meanwhile, a new City “vegetation fire advisory” came out, suggesting that folks get rid of juniper 
bushes as they are quite flammable. We had a juniper bush that had existed for decades in our little 
cut-off corner and when we took it out it left a big bare patch.  
 

This now seemed like the perfect spot for a bench, so we found a metal one with the word 
“WELCOME” built into the back and installed it and invited the smokers to use it. They were amazed 
and thrilled that anybody would do something like that for them….  
 

Other neighbors who had had problem with the smokers thanked us for solving their problem and 
were able to relax more and get to know the people as neighbors and not as problems. News of this 
has spread throughout the homeless community and the people trying to help them, and our 
neighborhood has become known to be a place of caring and kind people…. It warms our hearts to 
see it being used and helping to make our new friends feel part of a caring community.”   
 

Peace,  
 Pastor Tom 



Worship & Music Team 
Service Time Recommendation 

 

The Worship and Music Ministry Team would like to thank all those who filled out our 

Summer Single Service Survey.  We are all part of this church and we wanted to hear 

from you, your thoughts and ideas on how to enhance our church service. 

 

We received 38 surveys.  27 loved the 9:30 time, 5 said they tolerated it, and 6 did not 

like it at all.  We also received some very helpful comments regarding the service, the 

format, and the music.  For the most part, the feedback was quite positive, with mixed 

reviews (as to be expected) around the blended service format.  The survey box is still in 

the narthex, and you are welcome to read the comments, as well as add any new 

suggestions. 

 

We also looked at attendance figures from June, July, and August of 2018 and 2019.  

The average attendance for June 2018 was 62, and for June 2019 it was 63.  For July 

2018 average attendance was 53 and for July 2019 it was 50.  For the first two weeks of 

August 2018 it was 88 (including VBS Sunday) and for the first two weeks of August 

2019 it was 72 (including VBS Sunday).  This data shows that we held steady with the 

two services of 2018 and the one service of 2019. 

 

We met with the Council on August 18 and presented our 

findings, and based on those findings our recommendation 

was to continue with the single service at 9:30, continue 

experimenting with a blend of contemporary and traditional 

elements, and periodically gather feedback from the 

congregation as we refine the format.  

 

We are always open to any suggestions, or comments.  Thank 

you for your continued support of our Church.  
 

Carol Cunliffe, Chair 

 

SEPTEMBER Celebrations 
 

Birthdays  
 

1 Pastor Chung-Woo Kim 
 Amelia Shunk 
 Tamara Stocker 
3 Jenny Church  
 Bridget Bergman 
9 Emma Conneely  
12 Bev Kamphoefner 
16 Erna Randig 
 Mia Lacy  

 
 
19 Pastor Renée Geiger 
22 Alfred Schmidt 
27 Rod Marymor 
26 Kathy Bayler 
30 Tom Schmidt 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 
10 Susan & Rick West 
16 Sarah & Keith Chan 
22 Cheri & Michael Houts 
 Michele & Jeff Jacobs 
 Erin & Rusty Morgan 
25 Ann & Rod Marymor 
29 Cathy & Jim Bedilion 
 Barbara & John Bischoff 

 
 



Worship in September 
September 1

st
  

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God's grace in 

holy baptism we have a place at the banquet table of the Lord. When, by the 

power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the 

church can be more inviting still. 
 

September 8
th

  
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship today, we might be helped by 

translating Paul's request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh 

my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of the 

Christ in the blessed sacrament and recalling God's grace in remembrance 

of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to "choose life"—to choose 

life in God as our own. 
 

September 15
th

  
The grumbling of the Pharisees and the scribes in today's gospel is actually 

our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our 

God wills to seek and to save the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only 

hope. As Paul's first letter to Timothy reminds us, "The saying is sure and 

worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners." Thanks be to God. 
 

September 22
nd

  
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather 

than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recall that we are bought with 

a price. "Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all." 

Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God's 

gracious favor we have everything we need. 

 

September 29
th

  
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those "at our gate," 

visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential component of good 

stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. 

It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the 

dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed. 
 

 

Schedule of Marin Lutheran & Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 
 

As we have been doing for over a year now, the people of MLC & SHLC are strengthening our 
ministry ties by worshipping together regularly, participating in joint educational activities and 
by hosting special fellowship events. This month (the 29th) SHLC is hosting a Joint Fellowship 
Lunch. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come! 
 

 September 1st —9:30 am Joint worship at MLC with SHLC (One service only.) 

 September 29th —11:00 am—Joint special worship at SHLC with MLC. On this last 
Sunday of September, MLC will have two opportunities to worship—both led by Pastor 
Tom—at 9:30am at MLC and at 11am at SHLC.  

 September 29th – 12 Noon—Joint Fellowship Lunch at SHLC. Come to worship, (at 
MLC or SOH), and then come to, (or stay for), this special fellowship lunch on the patio. 
A wonderful and relaxing time to get to share stories and get to know each other better.  



 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Ministry 
 

This fall we began our Confirmation Season with a Potluck and orientation on Sunday, 

August 25th. There are four students in our class this year—two third year youth—Rose 

Dalager and Giorgia Stankus, one second year confirmand—Ryder Field, and one first 

year student—Robert Bayler. Please keep these youth in your prayers as they learn 

and grow in their faith.  

 

This month we will meet twice: 

Sunday, September 8th from 5 pm to 6:15 pm. (We will eat dinner from 6 to 6:15 

pm). We will begin studying the Old Testament this fall.  

 

Sunday, September 22nd from 1:30 to 4:30. We will participate in the 9th Annual 

Green Gulch Youth Gleaning—at the Green Gulch Farm & Zen Center, 1601 Shoreline 

Hwy, Muir Beach. We will meet at the church at 1 pm and carpool to the event. 

From 1:30 to 2:00 there will be an introduction to meditation, and from 2:00 to 4:30 

we will do gleaning and work projects. (To “glean” means to “gather slowly and 

laboriously, bit by bit. To gather after the reapers or regular gatherers.”) We are 

advised to wear long pants, socks, close toed shoes and work gloves.    

 

 

High School Youth Activities 

 

This fall we’re going to participate in a couple of the Marin Interfaith Youth activities as well as 

our own events.  

 

This month, on Sunday, September 22nd, from 1:30 to 4:30, 

we will join in the 9th Annual Green Gulch Youth Gleaning—at 

Green Gulch Farm & Zen Center, 1601 Shoreline Hwy, Muir 

Beach.  

 We will meet at the church at 1 pm and carpool to the 

event. From 1:30 to 2:00 there will be an introduction to meditation, 

and from 2:00 to 4:30 we will do gleaning and work projects. (To 

“glean” means to “gather slowly and laboriously, bit by bit. To gather 

after the reapers or regular gatherers.”) We are advised to wear 

long pants, socks, close toed shoes and work gloves. 
 

Pastor Tom 



Adult Education on Sunday Mornings 

 

This fall with our new worship schedule of one service at 9:30 am we are 

going to try an adult education series on Sunday mornings from 11 am to 

noon. This timing will give us time to fellowship with folks and then join in a 

conversation around a topic. These sessions will meet a couple times a 

month and run through the fall.  

 

For this fall we are going to wrestle with the topic of refugees. It's a 

challenging subject, both at a local community level and from a national 

policy perspective. To bring perspective and meaningful conversations 

around this issue, Dialogues On: The Refugees Crisis offers unique perspectives from 

experienced authors from renowned organizations such as World Relief and Church World 

Service that provide insight into refugee stories and experiences. 

 

Dialogues On: The Refugee Crisis sessions offer differing dialogues 

on today’s situation for refugees in America, helping unpack the 

issue and drive conversations. We will explore these perspectives 

on six Sundays this fall.  

 

 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

 

We will meet this month on the last Saturday, Sept. 28th 

from 9 am to 10:15 am. At that time, we will continue our 

study of the New Testament using the material, The New 

Testament You Never Knew. In September our topic will 

be “The World of Jesus and the Apostles.” 

 

Please come and invite other men from the congregation and community to enjoy a vital 

time of spiritual growth and fellowship.  

 Pastor Tom 

 

Date Class Topic Leader 

Sunday, 9/15—11 am to noon The Refugee Crisis: Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 9/22—11 am to noon The Refugee Crisis: Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 10/13—11 am to noon The Refugee Crisis: Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 10/20—11 am to noon The Refugee Crisis: Pastor Tom 

Sunday, 11/10—11 am to noon The Refugee Crisis: Pastor Tom 



News from the Social Action Ministry Team 
  

Backpack and School Supplies Drive:  On behalf of the Social Action Ministry Team and 
Ritter Center’s Back-to-School Program, thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
backpack and school supplies drive!  We purchased 72 backpacks with the help of Thrivent 
matching funds.  Our collection bins were filled to overflowing with school supplies, thanks to 
members of Marin Lutheran, the children who attended our Vacation Bible School and members 
of Shepherd of the Hills.  At this writing, the backpacks and school supplies have been delivered 
to Ritter Center and will be distributed to children before the first day of the new school year.   
 
Judy’s Community Kitchen Update:  This project, dedicated to the life and service of our 
beloved Judy Rossbach, has made visible progress over the summer, thanks to the support of 
our congregation and the efforts of many volunteers.  There is a fresh coat of paint on the walls 
and new cabinetry has been installed.  Countertops and new flooring are scheduled to be 
installed soon.  When the upgrade is complete, the Social Action team will host a chicken divan 
dinner (using Judy’s recipe), prepared in the newly renovated kitchen, as a “thank-you” to major 
supporters of this project. 
 
Brown Bags:  There are brown bags containing nonperishable food in the narthex for you to 
take and keep in your car to distribute to people you may see in need of food support as you go 
about your daily activities.   
 
Mill Street Meals:  Watch for the monthly sign-up sheet in the narthex for the next opportunity 
to be a part of this worthwhile project.  Once a month, members of MLC prepare and deliver a 
meal to folks at Mill Street Center, which provides shelter for 55 adults each night of the year.  
Thanks to all those who have helped out so far this year!  
 
Food Barrels:  Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Marin Food Bank collection 
barrels at MLC this summer!  The next food drive will be this coming fall.  
 

Save the Date – Work Party at the Brown House:   
Please join us as you are able on Friday, October 25 and 
Saturday, October 26, when we will be gathering for our 
annual renovation project at the Family Center shelter 
(also known as the Brown House) in San Rafael.  We will 
do maintenance and repair projects from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., with a break for lunch.  As the date approaches, look 
for a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 Barbara Allen 
 

Gardening 
 

1
st

 Saturday of each month gardening:  

September 7
th

 from 9:00am – 12noon. 
 

Please come and help tidy things up around 

church – this usually means, trimming, 

weeding (things anyone can do). 
 

Bringing your own gardening  

gloves, clippers, loppers, weed  

pokers is very helpful.  

 

The Bookies, Book Club 

 

We hope you enjoyed your reading  

over the summer.  The Bookies meet  

on Wednesday, Sept. 18
th

 at 10am in the 

narthex.   
 

We’ll share a little about a book we read  

over the summer and choose our reading 

selections for the fall.  It’ll be nice to 

reconnect after the summer break. 



 

Summer Meeting Highlights 
 

 
Council Meeting Highlights: July - 
 

 Approval of Clark Pest Control to 

remediate subterranean termite problem 

in church building. 
 

 Ongoing discussion on pending projects  

 

 

Council Meeting Highlights: August - 
 

 Approved Worship and Music 

recommendation to continue with one 

9:30AM service  
 

 Approved new audit committee 

members - Lorri Reinders to a 3 year 

term and Michael Rosendahl to an open 

one year term.  
 

 Ongoing discussion on pending projects 

 

 

Special Congregational Meeting, 8/18 
 

A special congregational meeting was called 

at the close of worship on Sunday, August 

18th. Both items on the agenda were 

approved. 
 

1) Approval of the expenditure of up to 

$10,470 raised by the matching grant  

for property related projects. Funds    

will be used to renovate the parish hall 

bathroom and replace the hot water 

heater in the education building and   

any misc. property costs covered by    

the balance. 
 

2) Approval of establishing a $200,000 

secured line of credit from Thrivent 

Federal Credit Union.  
 

Ann Marymor

 

 

WELCA Marin Lutheran Church Women  

Bible Study:  Our monthly study resumes on Thursday, 

September 5th, at 10am in the church narthex.  All are invited to 

join us as we start a new and exciting study:  No hard feelings? 

Poetry and emotions in the Old Testament, written by the Rev. 

Dr. Ana Madsen.  We see that our deep emotions matter to God. 

Session one:  The angst of anger, Ephesians 4:26 reads: “Be angry but do not sin; do not 

let the sun go down on your anger.”  The Psalms give voice to anger-of God toward 

humanity, humanity toward God, and people toward each other. 

 Serve & Share: Thursday, September 19th from 10am to 

 12noon - quilt project (getting ready for blessing & shipping

 of quilts to LWR). Quilts will be delivered to the LWR 

 Ingathering on Saturday, October 19th. 

  Jane McKenzie 

 



 Choir Testimonial   
 by 

 Betsy McCormick 

 

I’ve enjoyed singing with the choir at Christmas and Easter for over twenty years but was 

reluctant to join the choir full-time. I felt my plate was already way too full, my energy levels 

decreasing year by year, and I just didn’t believe I could afford to add to my weekly load 

additional commitments to Wednesday evening rehearsals and two church services every 

Sunday. 

 

Then one day, as I was serving as ALM at the 11:00 service, I noticed that there were only about 

6 choir members present for the anthem and that Cathy Bedilion was the only soprano. My heart 

sank. Now don’t get me wrong. Cathy has a beautiful voice and is an extremely valuable member 

of the group, but one soprano does not a choir make. I realized that if I wanted MLC to continue 

to have a choir, I’d better step up despite my reservations. I could not in good conscience do 

otherwise. So I spoke to David Shepard, and we agreed I would give it a try but with no promises 

that I could make it work. 

 

What I hadn’t counted on was how much fun it is. Instead of costing me more time and energy 

than I could afford, I discovered that it gives me, in camaraderie, friendship, curiosity, food for 

thought, sense of growth, and satisfaction in accomplishment, far more than it takes. I’ve known 

for decades that it’s vitally important for me to be engaged at all times in some form of creative 

activity — sewing, knitting, making jewelry, etc. — but I hadn’t realized that making music 

feeds that same part of my soul. Silly me! 

 

Later that year David announced that he would be leaving us, and again my heart sank.  I deeply 

regretted not having joined the choir sooner and had the opportunity to spend more time working 

with David. I still miss him. 

 

But God’s infinite goodness is proved, yet again, by the fact that now we have Andrei! Working 

with Andrei is a joy. He really believes in this choir, and his enthusiasm for it, and for us, is 

infectious. He has extensive training and experience in choral conducting and vocal production, 

i.e., how to sing properly. I’m finally learning skills I’ve been waiting for my whole life — how 

 to sing, how not to sing, how to read music, how to breathe, 

 interval training, etc. It is hugely exhilarating. I can’t wait for 

 choir to resume in the fall. 

 

So if there’s any part of you that likes to sing, even if you don’t 

read music, consider giving choir a try.  You don’t have to sign 

your life away.  Just give it a shot for a month and you might 

get a lot more out of it than you ever imagined. 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Thank you Betsy!  After reading the above, how can you not want to join the choir? 

 

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 4
th

 at 7:00pm in the sanctuary, and last until 

approximately 8:30pm.  Let Andrei know that you are interested in singing with the choir, 

OR simply come to a choir practice and try it out.

 



 

 

I am so thrilled to welcome the Marin Lutheran 

Church Choir back for another choral season 

this Fall. As Director of Music at Marin 

Lutheran Church, I could not ask for a more 

fulfilling and rewarding pursuit than to create 

beautiful music each week with our wonderful 

group of singers and musicians. At choir 

rehearsals and services we will continue 

to hone our skills: to further develop 

music reading skills, acquire exceptional 

vocal technique, cultivate a musician’s 

ear, learn musical sensitivity, and develop 

the art of ensemble singing. This is not 

the kind of training that happens 

overnight, but the kind of training that can 

sustain throughout one’s lifetime. And 

what are the benefits of that training? As 

we sing together we not only challenge 

ourselves physically, but mentally and 

spiritually as well. At rehearsals we 

laugh, we tell stories and jokes, we have 

cupcakes, and we are mutually in awe of 

the power of harmony and the 

universality of rhythm. When we sing, we 

nurture not just our bodies but also our 

souls, and singers are especially blessed 

to interpret both the musical lines and the 

poetry of the text together. We hope that 

you as a congregation will feel the power, 

intensity, and overwhelming love that we 

commit through this music as we share it 

with you every week. I have many dreams 

for this musical year and at the top of 

them is to have the choir pews full of 

highly enthusiastic and diverse singers 

each week. Not just full, but overflowing 

with voices of all kinds! I would love to 

see Families and Youth Voices sing 

together, Men’s Voices, Women’s 

Voices, and Congregation Sing-Alongs; Bell 

Choirs, and instrumentalists of both young 

students and professionals alike. Please look at 

your calendars and carve out a few Wednesdays 

and Sundays, get in touch with me and explore 

how you can be a part of the musical 

happenings whether restoring your love of 

music or learning for the first time. And if you  
 

 

 

find yourself looking at your calendar and 

thinking, “We have so much going on 

already…” remember when life gets chaotic and 

anxious, it’s always music that reminds us of 

the basic joys of life! As Karl Paulnack, pianist 

and director of music at Boston Conservatory, 

said to the graduating class: “Music is a 

basic need of human survival. Music is 

one of the ways we make sense of our 

lives, one of the ways in which we 

express feelings when we have no words, 

a way for us to understand things with our 

hearts when we can't with our minds.” 

 

To add to the musical excitement this 

Fall, we are so excited to welcome the 

wonderful Laura Magnani on board as 

our Principal Accompanist. Laura 

Magnani, Spoleto (Italy) native, holds a 

double Diploma in Piano and Voice, 

earned with honors at the Conservatory of 

Perugia, a DMA in piano performance at 

the "Accademia Nazionale di Santa 

Cecilia" in Rome and a Master's Degree 

in Piano at the Conservatory of Perugia. 

Since age 15 she's been active as a 

performer, touring Italy, Europe, USA 

and Canada as a soloist and in various 

chamber music ensembles, gaining the 

enthusiasm of her audiences and the 

critics' acclaim (the Italian newspaper “La 

Nazione” defined her “...a peppercorn full 

of talent”). In a recent interview Laura 

said of Marin Lutheran Church: “The 

spirit of community, the fresh and 

dynamic service, and the joy of the whole 

assembly were contagious. I was 

impressed to see how Music is a founding 

element of the service and I felt a strong 

desire to be an active part of your community.  

 

With Laura joining our ranks, and the 

excitement of the choir and Music Ministry, we 

look forward to making this a great musical 

season for you! 
 

Andrei Gorchov 

Musical Happenings at MLC 

 



Outreach 
 
 Marin Lutheran is a community of believers. Therefore, each of us has a 
responsibility to be a part of “Outreach.” We invite all of you to be a part of our Outreach 
efforts this next program year with a new sense of energy and vitality. We have so much to 
offer in worship or any one of our many social, educational and musical activities.  We have 
the potential to touch another’s life in the most positive way! 
 
 Please invite friends, new neighbors (or old neighbors for that matter!), relatives, 
school friends to join us for Sunday morning worship and to any of the other activities we 
share as a congregation. Studies show that most people who come to church were invited.  
 Looking ahead, here are some upcoming activities that may provide you with just 
the right additional opportunities for extending an invitation: 

 Website.  The new website is up and running!  We are still doing some “tweaking.” 
Be sure to review it yourself, and invite others to take a look! 

 Taize Service.   Taize service was started in France in the 
1940’s in a Monastic community. It focuses on meditation, 
chant-like hymns (many of them we currently use in our 
own services), and reading of scripture.  The setting is 
candle-lit and quiet.  A Taize service would be a perfect 
complement to the other worship experiences we offer, 
and potentially could reach those who identify as 
“spiritual but not religious.” Outreach, in partnership with 
Worship and Music, is currently attending other churches 
that offer this and doing independent research on how it 
would best fit our needs.  Many American churches have 
adapted this service.  We want to be authentic to the original concept while assuring 
that we are sensitive to the needs of our community.  We are targeting this service 
to begin within the next few months. 

 Christmas Caroling at Town Center.  With Worship and Music, we are planning a 
Sunday afternoon Caroling at the Center during the month of December.  And this 
year, it will happen rain or shine! (Date TBA.) 

 Other surprises.  More to be revealed… 
 
On-going efforts include Baptismal and welcome cards to the congregation and friends. 
 
Interested in helping to grow MLC?  Join us!  Call Carol Sherley: 415-385-1746.  She would 
love to hear from you. 

 Karen Peters 
 

 MLC app 

 

We have had our MLC app for three years.  Going forward the cost was 

increasing to over $2,000 a year.  Pushpay, the company that provides 

our online giving also supports our app.  They do not offer an online 

giving platform without the app, so the Finance Committee is looking 

into other options for online giving, mobile and text giving, but without 

our own app and at much lower cost.  Stay tuned, 

Taizé 

Jim Kamphoefner 



 

The Wheel of stewardship is up and running 
in the Narthex!  Feel free to take a look and 
a spin to see all the ways our gifts of time, 
talent and treasure form the spokes that 
keep the MLC wheel rolling and in turn, 
reaching out into the community and the 
world.  Feel free to add another recognition 
card wherever you want.  Supplies are in 
the heart shaped box!! 
 

I received a newsletter from Pastor Tom 
this week that extensively describes how 
people of all faiths are reimagining 
stewardship in the 21st century.  One of  
the points the article makes is that an 
organization or church has to make a case 
for why it is deserving of capturing funds 
from individuals in a world where there are 
so many causes competing for our financial 
resources.  
 

I contend that the case for giving to MLC 
can be made by looking into the eyes of 
your fellow congregants when we pass the 
peace and appreciating the programs that 
we have available to us.  Where else can 
you gather with friends each week and get 
the message of God’s grace and love so 
beautifully delivered?  Most of the other 
places we send money to are good causes, 
but we don’t usually get to participate on a 
regular basis. 
 

I’ve witnessed the extraordinary amount of 
time and talent it takes to host VBS, direct 
the building of a web site and maintain it, 
remodel a kitchen, hold worship in the park, 
make hundreds of quilts for the needy, feed 
the homeless, organize charity drives and 
fix-up events for local causes.   
 

Our council members who stepped up to 
serve are dedicating time trying to keep 
MLC sustainable and planning for the 
future.  At the discussion over opening the 
equity line of credit it became clear to me 
how the council is looking to the future and 

reimagining ways that our valuable facility 
can be leveraged to help keep MLC funded 
over time – a trend among churches in 
Marin and beyond.  The council members 
explained how each use of the line would 
have a “business case” for payback.   
 

As was pointed out in the Sustainability 
Task Force several years ago, outreach and 
sustaining membership is probably the 
single most important objective we can 
tackle but also the most difficult goal in an 
area like Marin.  We all have to figure out 
ways to grow our membership. 
 

If you have ideas to help MLC grow and 
serve the community far into the future, 
feel free to talk to one of our ministry team 
leads for Outreach, Social Action, 
Education, Property, Finance, Fellowship, 
Worship and Music or the council members.  
The leaders are all listed on the web site!  
Projects for any of these teams are 
definitely NOT limited to those who are 
regular committee members. 
 

Meanwhile we hope you feel that your 
time, talent and treasure is well-spent! 
 

John Bischoff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship September 



 

sn’t the summer when everyone goes 

away and it’s quiet around the church?  

Well, 50% right – lots of people do go on 

vacations, but the church really does not 

become quiet! 
 

VBS is perhaps the best example:  LOADS 

of time goes into preparing for the first 

week in August.  Planning meetings, 

decorating, music rehearsals, purchasing 

supplies and staffing are a few things that 

are done in advance.  Then the week of VBS 

arrives, and it is non-stop for everyone! 
 

We had a great week at To Mars and 

Beyond!  26 children attended, and children 

were on a waiting list that we were not able 

to accommodate this year.  KUDOS and 

THANKS go to all the following for 

another year of sharing God’s love with the 

kids:  Susan Morrow, Pastor Tom Gable, 

Barbara Bischoff, Cheri Houts, Robert 

Allen, Jim Kamphoefner, Kathy Bayler, 

Mary Creigh Houts, Pastor Kathryn 

Gulbranson, Sandy Seeger, Barbara Allen, 

Blanche Sprague, Roy Allen, Sue Southgate, 

Faith Mooney, Lorri Reinders, Michele 

Peck, Monica Bergman, Kris Gable, Carter, 

Amelia Shunk, James Myhre, Annabelle 

Halloran, Ben Siegel, Jonathan Bayler, Tom 

Schmidt, Rich Myhre, Lindsey Theobald, 

Bev Kamphoefner.  How many people does 

it take to raise a child?  A VILLAGE! 
 

Many others helped with the brunch, 

providing props and made donations, all 

which ensured a successful VBS. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

oys & sorrows were shared this summer 

 Saying goodbye to Esther &  

Ross Johnson (MN bound) 

 The wedding of Meggie  

Rosendahl and Octavio  

Raygoza on Aug. 17th. 

 A Celebration of Life for  

Phyllis Stahl on Aug. 24th. 

These occasions were beautiful, necessary 

and perfect for their purposes.  They 

brought many people together. 
 

ur choir took their well-deserved 

break for the summer, but that didn’t 

mean that the music went poof!  Jim 

Kamphoefner, Dawn Madole, Stacy 

Cullison, Paul Pierce, Betsy McCormick, 

Paul Davis, and (on the final Sunday of 

summer, 9/1) Andrei Gorchov and Laura 

Magnani will all have shared their love of, 

and talent for music with special vocal or 

instrumental offerings.  On August 25th we 

raised our voices together singing favorite 

hymns.  Music was alive this summer! 
 

reparing for Andrei’s first complete 

year as Music Director, over 500 

anthems were organized, catalogued, and 

(re)filed! 
 

n the building front, work on Judy’s 

Community Kitchen made steady 

progress, both as the volunteers’ time 

permitted and as contractors’ schedules 

allowed.  Estimates were gotten for the 

renovation work on the parish hall 

bathroom and pending final scheduling, 

that work should be completed in 

September. 
 

n addition to all this, many small (or not 

so small) jobs were done by volunteers – 

plumbing issues, irrigation checks, cabinet 

rearrangement, electrical tweaks and more.  

THANKS to EVERYONE! 
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Summertime at Marin 
Lutheran 

 



Community Partner Updates: 

MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to 
come to the following events:  
 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) Update:   
 

SAVE THE DATE/PLAN NOW TO ATTEND—
Sunday, October 27th: This year is the tenth year of our 
work together as the Marin Organizing Committee. To 
celebrate our anniversary and to continue to build our 
organization so that we might be even more effective in 
creating the community we desire, we are having a 
huge celebration on Sunday, October 27th from 3pm to 

5pm at the Marin Center Exhibition Hall. Put this in your calendars now and plan to 
come. We are looking for 15 to 20 people from MLC to attend!  
 
(MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and 
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power 
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member 
institutions. 
 
 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:  
 

Monthly Meditation—Wednesday September 11th from 5:30 - 6:30 

pm—First Presbyterian Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 
94901). Cost: Love Offering at the door (suggested $10-$20 for this 
event). This month our leader is Sr. Colleen McDermott. 
Sr. Colleen is a Dominican Sister of San Rafael. She joined the 
community “late in life” at the ripe old age of 44! Colleen has taught 

1st grade through college—mostly math or religion. She came to the sisters after over 20 
years working in University Ministries in a variety of settings and while finishing up a 
dissertation about the women Justice Educators/Community Organizers at Highlander 
Research and Education Center. Sr. Colleen is now the Mission Integration Manager at 
St. Anthony Foundation in San Francisco where she works to support their committed 
staff to serve under-served communities to carry out the Catholic Franciscan mission of 
St. Anthony’s. For more information please check out the Marin Interfaith Council website: 
www.marinifc.org. 
 
(MIC) is a respectful collaborative that celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and builds 
community. MIC cultivates a community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over thirty 
years, MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make Marin a more vibrant 
and equitable community. 
 
 
 

http://www.marinifc.org/


SEPTEMBER 2019 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 September 1st September 8th
 September 15th

 September 22nd
 September 29th

 

 READINGS 

Proverbs 25:6-7 

Psalm 112 

Hebrews 13:1-8,  

15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Deuteronomy 30: 

15-20 

Psalm 1 

Philemon 1:1-21 

Luke 14:25-33 

Exodus 32:7-14 

Psalm 51:1-10 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 

Amos 8:4-7 

Psalm 113 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke16:1-13 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

Psalm 146 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16: 19-31 

GREETERS      

9:30 AM Marie Jacobs Cheri Houts Jane McKenzie Erna Randig Mary Creigh Houts 

      

USHER      

9:30 AM Ron Jacobs Michael Houts Lorri Reinders Will Peck Michael Rosendahl 

      

ACOLYTE      

9:30 AM   
Annabelle Halloran 

Sophie Zlatunich 

Ellery & Giorgia 

Stankus 

Mia & Haakon 

Lacy 
Jacob Shunk 
Joshua Clark-Hexter 

      

LECTOR      

9:30 AM Marie Jacobs John Halloran Michele Jacobs Tricia Freidman  Emily Rosendahl 

      

ALM      

9:30 AM Sharon Guy Yvonne Weidmann Paul Davis Susan Morrow Kathy Bayler 

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:30 AM 
Sandy Seeger 

Barbara Bischoff 
   Emily Rosendahl 

      

SOUND TECH      

9:30 AM John Bischoff Dan Watrous Jeff Reinders Bart Saling Dan Watrous 

      

COUNTERS      

9:30 AM Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Reinders Kamphoefner The Reinders 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:30 AM MC Houts 
Education 

Ministry Team 
Sharon Guy Carol Zlatunich Lorraine Loo 

      

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

      

FLOWERS  Gergus Tom Schmidt Susan Morrow  

      

Child CHURCH      

 


