In the chapter on the Season of Lent, Philip H. Pfatteicher, (from his book, Journey into
the Heart of God: Living the Liturgical Year), mentions that the Book of Common
Prayer gives a good summary of the history and purpose of Lent:
“Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our
Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for
them by a season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in which
converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when those
who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the faithful were
reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church.
Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of the message of pardon and
absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all Christians
continually have to renew their repentance and faith.
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by
self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and
meditating on God’s holy Word….”
Yes, join in the journey of Lent. Come to our Ash Wednesday Worship at 7pm on March
6th. Continue your observance throughout the season with weekly Holden Evening
Prayer on Wednesdays from 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm and, of course with Sunday worship at
9 am and 11 am.

Pastor Tom

WORSHIP IN MARCH
March 3, TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus will be unable to avoid reflecting
that glory in the world. It was true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter,
James, and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us who see the glory of the
Lord in the word and in the supper and who are being "transformed into the same
image" by the Spirit of God.

March 6, ASH WEDNESDAY - 7:00pm
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the baptismal waters
of Easter. During Lent the people of God will reflect on the meaning of their
baptism into Christ's death and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our
human mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is really an
invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in
God's mercy and forgiveness. With the cross on our brow, we long for the
spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come.

March 10, FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our
opportune time to return to the God who rescues; to receive
the gifts of God's grace; to believe with the heart and confess
with the mouth the wonder of God's love in Jesus; and to resist
temptation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle
Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word,
will uphold and sustain us.

March 17, SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God's desire to protect
and save us, our God persists. In holy baptism, God's people have
been called and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will
endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which
to seek the face of the Lord again. Lent provides another occasion to
behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who
"comes in the name of the Lord."

March 24, THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season
of repentance. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God's
invitation to attentiveness: "Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you
may live." The landowner's ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener's readiness to
till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

March 31, FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
The psalm sets the tone this day: "Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!" Happy are those who have "become the righteousness of
God" in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God
has "rolled away . . . the disgrace" of former times. Happy is the father at the return of
his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake. Rejoice!

MARIN Lutheran Church Women WELCA
Bible Study: March 7, Thursday 10:00am – meet in the church
Session three: Friends for life in Christ In this session, we meet a woman
caught in adultery, a man born blind, and Jesus’ friends Mary, Martha and
Lazarus. Through their stories, we come to see how Jesus meets us with mercy,
healing and hope in the face of judgment, rejection and grief. We share in Jesus’
final conversation with his disciples before his arrest, where he shows us his love
and prays for us.
Bible Study & Leaders Guide is found in the March Gather magazine. A copy is available in the
church office.

Serve & Share: March 21, Thursday 10am - 12noon – meet in the conference room
A time to socialize, work on quilt project, or just help plan for our future activities and share what is
planned for future. Bring your ideas.
Questions? Contact Jane at, JaneMck@prodigy.net or phone 415 479 8971. I’m available most Sundays
at both services. I am especially interested in chatting with any who would like more information about
joining us either for Bible study or serve & share.
Jane McKenzie

Men’s Bible Study

Confirmation Ministry

th

Saturday, March 30 from 9:00-10:15am.
At that time we will continue our study of
a few chapters from First Corinthians
(Chapter 12, Chapter 13:1-13 & Chapter
15:1-11). Last month we looked at Chapter
12 verses 1 through 11. This month we
continue with verses 12 through 31. If you
get a chance, please read through all of
Chapter 12 in preparation for the
discussion.
Again, we will meet on the last Saturday of
March—the 30th from 9 am to 10:15 am.
Please invite other men from the
congregation and community to come and
enjoy an important time of spiritual growth
and fellowship.

Classes:
Sunday, March 10th from 5 pm to 7 pm
This class we will continue our tour through
the New Testament, looking at Paul’s
letters.
Thank you to the Clark-Hexter family for
volunteering to bring the dinner.
Sunday, March 24th from 5 pm to 7 pm
This class we will continue our review of the
New Testament, including Paul’s letters and
the Book of Revelation.
Becky Toft has agreed to bring the meal this
Sunday. Thanks.
Confirmation Sunday is April 28th when
nine youth will affirm their baptisms.

Easter Workshop for Kids!
Sunday, March 31st [afternoon] – Exact time to be determined
For children, 3years – 5th grade
A time for crafts, games, stories and more!
Families – WATCH your EMAIL for details.

March Celebrations
Birthdays

On Saturday, February 16th a meaningful
memorial service and reception was held
for Roy Davis; in celebration of his life.
Marilyn asked that the following note be
shared:
My family and I want to thank all our friends
at Marin Lutheran for your loving kindness
and support during Roy’s illness and
death. The church meant so much to Roy and
he was strengthened in his already strong faith
by Pastor Tom and our many friends. Our
family has been comforted by the love shown us
by the whole congregation.
Marilyn & the Davis family

1
4
11
12
23
24
26
27
29
30
31

Mary Creigh Houts
Joshua Clark-Hexter
Walt Potter
Kristian Gable
Sadie Mattner
Bob Wong
Jamie Kelley
Bob Randig
Robert Allen
Barbara Allen
Susan Morrow
Anke Pahmeyer
Lucie Theobald

Anniversaries
6
10
31

Erna & Bob Randig
Barbara & Roy Allen
Colleen & Kerry Hansen

Bread Baking

Congratulations!
On February 2nd in a beautiful ceremony
at the University Club in San Francisco,
Joanna West & Dan Obrien were
married. We send our congratulations to
Joanna & Dan and wish them a life filled
with laughter, love and God’s blessings.
Susan &
Rick are
happy to
have both
daughters
(Joanna &
Natalie)
and new
spouses
living in
the area
again.

If you wonder where the communion
bread comes from each week, we have
three members that rotate monthly baking
duties. Our thanks to Sandy Seeger,
Cathie Schinski and Jim Kamphoefner
for this ministry so faithfully carried out.
In addition, over the past five years or
so – ever since the Bastins moved –
Maggie Harrington has been baking the
unleavened bread that we use throughout
the Lenten season. She has decided not
to do continue that this year. We want to
extend our thanks to Maggie for her
baking skills these many years. Her time
and work has been greatly appreciated.
Thank you!
If there are any other bakers out there
interested in baking bread, let us know.

Search for a Director of Music
A quick update on the search for a Director
of Music: A position description has been
posted on the home page of our website.
Anyone can view it and if you have anyone
that you would like to pass it along to, it’s
as easy as giving them our website address:
www.marinlutheran.org.
In addition, the posting has been sent to
the American Guild of Organists and the
Association of Lutheran Church Musicians
and can be viewed on their national
websites. More locally, it is posted on the
Sierra Pacific Synod’s website and has been
sent to the COM Music Department, Marin
Branch of the MTAC, and the Marin Music
Study Club. It is also being distributed to
similar groups in Sonoma, the East Bay and
San Francisco.
The Search Commitee – Joel Stahl, Cheri
Houts, Michele Jacobs, Betsy McCormick,
Jim Kamphoefner and Pastor Tom will be
reviewing applicants and following up with
them as appropriate.
In the meantime, since David’s departure in
early October, the choir has been in the very
capable hands of Andrei Gorchov serving
as the Interim Choir Director. The choir has
enhanced services throughout the fall,
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons
under Andrei’s leadership.

Baby Watch: We can’t mention
Andrei Gorchov without noting
that he and his wife, Amy Dorie’s
baby is due NOW! So any day we will get
news about the birth of a new baby boy!

Book Club –The Bookies!
The Bookies meet once a month on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 10:00am in
the church narthex. Their discussions are
accompanied by food and drink – just a
nosh! The next meeting will be March 20th.
New members are always invited to join
them. If you haven’t read the book, but
are interested in it, just drop by on the day
they meet.
They have chosen their reading list
through the month of June:
March: Crossing to Safety
by Wallace Stegner
April: My Antonia
by Willa Cather
May: The Alice Network
by Kate Quinn
June: Case Histories
by Kate Atkinson
For any questions about the book club,
talk with Lorri Reinders or Ray Gergus.

In addition, we have welcomed
accompanists – Stacy Cullison, Patty
Sempell, John Boyajy and [someone well
known to us] Robert Allen, who have
shared their love of music and talents during
our worship services as well as Wednesday
choir rehearsals.

On Sunday, Feb 2,
seven of our youth
participated in the
nationwide Souper Bowl of Caring to
help tackle hunger. Thanks to their
efforts and your generosity, they raised
$834 which will be divided between LSS
NorCal and Homeward Bound of Marin!

Please be sure to thank these individuals
when you see them. When there is news of
a new director, we will let you know!

Our youth were part of 4,457 groups
that have raised $9,297,350 so far in
2019!

Needed: Open, Effective Communication
We all recognize that open, effective communication is essential for
strong relationships and organizations. This is a good opportunity to
underscore the importance of open, effective communication at MLC.
Let’s briefly consider the following three illustrations.
Your Church Council addressed communication recently, when discussing how we’ll
operate as Council this coming year. We all agreed that we wanted the discussions in our
Council meetings to be open, honest expressions of our ideas and emotions surrounding
the significant subjects we’ll be addressing this year. When we’re shaping MLC policies and
planning for the future of our church, we must communicate effectively. When we’re
making decisions regarding priorities for MLC, potential new programs, the care of our
church home and a variety of other financial matters, we need to communicate effectively.
When we’re passionate about these issues, it’s especially clear that we must communicate
openly and honestly with others.
The Worship and Music ministry team is also proposing that we experiment this summer
with our worship services, going to a single service over the summer. They are seeking your
input now on the timing of that single service for the summer. Then at the end of the
summer, they’ll seek your input about the experiment. You’ll need to communicate with
them openly and effectively about these matters that are vital to the life of this
congregation. If you are passionate about something in this regard, express yourself fully
and honestly.
Finally, plan on town hall meetings this spring as MLC moves forward in different ways.
We’ll look to those forums as an important way to hear your thoughts regarding your
experience at MLC and its future. It’s a good time to share information and to receive your
input. And we’ll depend on your communicating openly and effectively. With real estate
they say, It’s all about location, location, location. But with relationships and organizations,
It’s all about communication, communication, communication.
Of course, don’t ever hesitate to communicate spontaneously and informally with members
of the Church Council about matters of significance to you. We welcome and value hearing
from you.
On behalf of Council,

Ross Johnson

Council Highlights – February 11th






Proposal from W&M to shift to one service in the summer months,
to begin on June 10th. Service time TBD. W&M will ask members
/friends to complete a survey to help with determining best time.
Conversation about the Kairos/Joshua program continues. Follow
up on references and funding progresses.
Director of Music position is posted: on our web site home page; in Marin County with the
COM Music Department, MTAC members and Marin Music Study Club; on the Sierra
Pacific Synod’s web site; with American Guild of Organists and with the Association of
Lutheran Church Musicians.
January giving was low. $16,181, a shortfall of $3,819 from an already conservative plan of
$20,000.

Social Action
Thank you for your overwhelming support of the clients of San Francisco
Night Ministry! Over the course of the last number of weeks you have
brought sleeping bags, socks, blankets, and all manner of warm winter
supplies. Thank you for helping out our brothers and sisters in need.
Save the Date for the Burrito Bake—Saturday April 13th from 9 am to 11 am.
Coming up on Saturday, April 13th from 9:00am to 11:00 am is our annual
Breakfast Burrito Bake! Plan to join us for a fun morning of preparing 100+
burritos. We will meet at the Brown House, 430 Mission Avenue, San Rafael.
What is the Marin Organizing Committee (MOC)?
MOC is a broad-based, non-partisan, multiissue organization made up of churches,
synagogues, non-profits and community
organizations across Marin. There are 20
dues-paying members representing over
15,000 families. Further, MOC is unique in
that they bring together people from
different backgrounds, different religious
traditions, different language groups, and
different perspectives to find common
interests.
Over the years MOC organized and sought
funding for the REST program, advocated for
“Housing First” permanent supportive
housing, worked with the county to
implement the Affordable Care Act, and
collaborated with the San Rafael Police to
change discriminatory towing and
impoundment policies. In the last couple
years we have worked hard creating some
help for renters. Beginning on the County
level we advocated to pass Mandatory
Mediation and Just Cause for Eviction laws.
Now we’re focusing our efforts on getting
these types of protections passed in San
Rafael.
A couple years ago Marin Lutheran became
a dues paying member of MOC. We did this
for a few reasons. One is that we are called
to serve and work for justice. Working with
other faith based and non-profit groups in

Marin gives us much more leverage in that
effort. Secondly, as we participate in the
activities of MOC we become more and
more known in Marin as an active and
relevant Christian congregation whose
members are concerned about the quality of
life of all our neighbors. In other words,
being a member is good for outreach.
Finally, joining MOC as a dues-paying
member puts us into relationship with a
much broader network of neighbors. New
relationships will be made. New ways of
working together will blossom. We will
become more deeply woven into the fabric
of Marin County.
This fall, on Sunday, October 27th from 3pm
to 5pm, MOC will hold a 10th Anniversary
Convention. Put this date in your calendar
now. It will be an event like you’ve never
experienced before—a fun and very exciting
gathering of about 1000 people from all over
Marin!
There are so many ways to be involved in
the work of MOC---from showing up at Town
Council Meetings and attending Leader’s
Gatherings to joining an issue group like the
Renter Protection Team. If you’re interested
in finding out how you can participate or if
you have questions, please let me know,
(pastortomgable@gmail.com).

Pastor Tom

Stewardship
We kicked off the 2019 Stewardship year with a breakfast meeting at my house, which gave
us a good excuse to clean up the house. We brainstormed what we all like about past
Stewardship programs and threw out ideas for changes or new things to do. We also were
thinking of potential themes. You can see what kind of 90 minutes it was by checking out
the photo (once you get by what a terrible white board writer I am). That theme from
years back, “Do One Thing” got a lot of votes.
Speaking of “do one thing” if you ever
fancied yourself getting an Academy
Award for sound or have a young teen
who might be interested in learning a bit
of elementary sound mixing for a future
on world tour, please contact me or Bev.
I’m thinking of doing an education
session for anyone interested. We need
more sound techs!
What seemed to resonate was a
philosophy that “we will meet you where
you are”. Expectations for giving time,
talent and treasure need not be the same
for all or always the same things.
Situations change. Everyone should feel good and comfortable with what they are able to
give, while keeping in mind all that is necessary to keep MLC going the way we like it.
The theme seemed to be going towards MLC being the hub of our church
life while we are the spokes. Sometimes the spokes just keep the wheel
working and other times the spokes reach beyond the wheel into the
community and the world. You can see it needs a little work, but we’re
getting there. Does anybody have an old bicycle wheel they are willing to
part with for a while?
I’m pleased to say that Tom Grams, Jim Kamphoefner, Susan Morrow, and Paula Sailing
have agreed to stay on the ministry team for another year (and I thank John Lacy and Sue
Southgate for their input). Thanks also to special guest star Barb who made the fabulous
quiches and threw out some ideas too (you saved me once more)! As always, we could not
do this without Pastor Tom. If you have any ideas for us or would like to join in the fun,
please don’t hesitate to contact one of us!

John Bischoff

MLC Endowment Fund
Through a generous donation in 2018 from Linda & Kirk Urata, given in
loving memory of David & Gloria Richard and Janet Foster, we have
established an endowment fund. Please keep this in mind as you plan
your legacy or memorial gifts or giving to honor special people or events.

2019 Giving Snapshot
We have completed two giving months in 2019 and already
get a picture of how challenging church finances can be. The
bulk of our congregation’s income comes from contributions
made by members, friends and visitors.
 In January we received $16,181 in gifts compared to a [conservative] giving plan of $20,000.
In this first month we were already almost $4,000 behind in our giving.
 February brought in gifts of $26,309 ($10,000 more than January), and we exceeded our
giving plan of $24,000 this month by $2,309.
 Overall our giving shortfall is $1,510 – not a welcome # but much better than at the end of
January.
We get questions from folks about how they should give or when they should give. There are no
right or wrong ways to give to your church. ALL gifts are welcome and used for the mission of the
church. We have members that give weekly, monthly, quarterly, even annually. Regular, recurring
giving helps us more easily manage our (relatively stable month-to-month) expenses and cash flow,
as well as helps you stay on track with your stewardship, and current with your pledge or
commitment to MCL.
Then the question becomes: How Can I Give?








“Old-School” Envelope, in the collection plate – there is nothing wrong with this except it
depends on your coming to church
 Check (even with checks, using envelopes help the counting and recording process)
 Cash
Regular, Automatic (weekly or monthly) ** We’ll come back to this, see below
 PushPay (direct from bank account, or credit card)
 Your own bank’s online banking/billpay
Electronic (all of these can be used for general or festival giving, or special appeals)
 Text (text ‘marinlutheran’ to 77977, click the return link, and follow instructions)
 MarinLutheran app
 MarinLutheran.org website
Estate, Planned, and Other Giving (for general offering, or for memorial or Mission
Endowment Fund gifts)
 Gifts of stock or other real property
 Gifts from retirement accounts
 Charitable Donor-advised funds (can be set up with ELCA Foundation and many other
organizations)
 Charitable Gift Annuity (available through ELCA Foundation)

**Regular, Automatic Giving
When you set up recurring, monthly (or weekly) payments, you will stay on track with your giving
plan/goals and the church will have more consistent income each month. This can be done using
PushPay, a service prescribed to by the church to make giving easier. Visit the church website, and
click on the RED “Give” button on the home page. It will take you to PushPay where you can set
up a recurring payment schedule. The minimum gift needed to do this is $5. If at any point you
need help, please call the church office. Thank you!

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come
to the following events:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) Update:
SAVE THE DATE: This year is the tenth year of our work together as the Marin
Organizing Committee. To celebrate our anniversary and to continue to build our
organization so that we might be more effective in creating the community we
desire, we are having a huge celebration on Sunday, October 27th from 3 to 5pm.
Put this in your calendars now and plan to come.
To continue preparations for this 10 Year Convention we are also hosting an Assembly Toward
Convention on Sunday, June 23rd in the afternoon. This is also open to everyone. Come and
find out what MOC is about and what we’re working on in the community!
March 14th 6:30 to 8 pm. MOC Leaders Meeting. At this meeting, we'll hear updates on our
renter protection work with the City of San Rafael and continue planning for the upcoming
MOC 10 Year Convention (10/27/2019 in the afternoon) and the Assembly Toward Convention
(6/23/2019 in the afternoon). Not yet sure where this meeting will be held—stay tuned for
more info.
(MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member
institutions.

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:
Monthly Meditation—Wednesday March 13th from 5:30 - 6:30 pm—First
Presbyterian Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). Cost: Love
Offering at the door (suggested $10-$20 for this event). This month our
leader is Rev. Kay Collette. Rev. Collette has trained as a Spiritual Director,
served as Adjunct Faculty in the Spiritual Direction program at San Francisco
Theological Seminary and as a teacher of spiritual formation at First
Presbyterian Church of San Rafael. Offering and receiving Spiritual Direction feeds her soul! For
more information please check out the Marin Interfaith Council website: www.marinifc.org.
(MIC) is a respectful collaborative that celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and builds
community. MIC cultivates a community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over thirty
years, MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make Marin a more vibrant
and equitable community.

MARCH 2019 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

READINGS

March 3rd

March 10th

Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
2 Corinth 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36 [37-43]

Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

GREETERS
9:00 AM Cheri Houts
11:00 AM Cathy Bedilion

March 17th

March 24th

March 31st

Genesis 15:1-12,
17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:31-35

Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Jane McKenzie

Blanche Sprague

Marie Jacobs

Sandy Seeger

Barbara Bischoff

Erna Randig

Katharine Peck

Erna Randig

Lorri Reinders

Rich Myhre

Ron Jacobs

Carol Cunliffe

Paul Davis

Jenna Garcia

Rick West

Lorri Reinders

Ellery S / Mia L

Isaiah &Joshua CH

Sasha G/Sophie Z

James M/Haakon L

Tamara Stocker

Susan Boom

Conner Grams

John Lacy

John Bischoff

Jenna Garcia

Will Peck

Jeff Reinders

Kathy Bayler

Yvonne Weidmann

Sharon Guy

Susan Morrow

Betsy McCormick

Isai Garcia

Paul Davis

Betsy McCormick

USHER
9:00 AM Michael Houts
11:00 AM Will Peck
ACOLYTE
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Annabelle H/Jacob S

LECTOR
9:00 AM John Halloran
11:00 AM Tricia Friedman
ALM
9:00 AM Susan Morrow
11:00 AM Paul Davis
COMM ASSIST
9:00 AM
11:00 AM Tricia Friedman

Sandy Seeger
Barbara Bischoff

Erna Randig

Tricia Friedman

Jane M/Erna R

Jeff Reinders

Dan Watrous

Bart Saling

Dan Watrous

John Bischoff

Bart Saling

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Jeff & Lorri
Reinders

Lorraine Loo

Ann Marymor

Kamphoefners

Carol Zlatunich

MC Houts

ALTAR GUILD

Bev/Jane

Bev/Jane

Bev/Jane

Bev/Jane

Bev/Jane

FLOWERS

Sue Southgate

Randigs

Annemarie H

Bedilions

Theobalds

Child CHURCH

Lauren Meisel

SOUND TECH
9:00 AM John Bischoff
11:00 AM
COUNTERS
9:00 AM
Kamphoefner
11:00 AM
COFFEE HOUR
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Erin Morgan

Jeff Reinders

Rich Myhre

