
 

 
“I am the light of the world . . . . You are the light of the world.” Jesus 
 
“Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it.” Mary Oliver 
 
We are in the midst of the season of Epiphany. Epiphany comes from a Greek word 
which means “to cause to appear” or “to bring to light.” The word can also refer to the 
visible manifestation of a deity or to an experience of sudden insight or revelation: those 
“aha” moments when we “see the light.” 
 
So Epiphany is a season of enlightenment. During our 8 weeks we focus our attention 
on Jesus and the unfolding manifestation of his glory “full of grace and truth.” We say, 
like those unnamed Greeks who seek him out during a festival, “We wish to see Jesus” 
(Jn 12:21). To which Jesus replies, as he often did, “Come and see” (Jn 1:39). (Some of 
these thoughts come from: Living the Christian Year: Time to Inhabit the Story of God 
by Bobby Gross) 
 
We have four weeks left in this season of light, of “aha” moments, of epiphanies. I invite 
you to pay attention in your day-to-day lives—at work, at home, and in your 
neighborhoods. Where do you see the light? Where do you see God at work? Pay 
attention. And wherever you see God, whenever you have an epiphany—be astonished! 
Let someone know about your experience. Tell a friend, a spouse, your pastor, a fellow 
person of faith. 
 
Peace, 

Pastor Tom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship in February 
 

February 3, 2019 
The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God 

uses our lips to declare that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they 

may be. God uses our love to demonstrate that glory and so urges us to 

exercise it. God uses Jesus of Nazareth, water and the word, bread and 

wine, to reveal God’s glory where and when God chooses. Take heed, lest 

the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed. 

 

February 10, 2019 
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely 

instruments and circumstances appointed to reveal the glory of 

the Lord. "Who will go for us?" queries the voice of the Lord. A 

man of unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of God, 

and three fishermen who couldn’t catch a thing. More surprising 

still, perhaps, is the fact that we are also called. 

 

February 17, 2019 
Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after 

Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely to whom 

the "blessed ares" and the "woe tos" are directed and 

to find our place in the crowd among those who desire 

to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in 

the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to 

live in him and the power to heal us all.  

 

February 24, 2019 
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. 

The Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to 

reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal 

blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a 

reflection of the glory of God revealed in the Christ. 

 
 

Condolences 
 

With great sadness we share our 
sympathies with Roy Davis’ family following 
his passing on January 23

rd
.  Roy suffered a 

heart attack and was found to have 
pneumonia in mid-December.  We do not 
know church life without Roy’s presence, 
and we will certainly miss him.  We ask for 
God’s comfort to surround Roy’s family 
extending to his many circles of friends. 
 
A memorial service will be held at Marin 
Lutheran in Saturday, February 16

th
 at 

2:00pm.  You are invited to join Roy’s family 
as we celebrate the life of this man of God. 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

2 Hal Sherley 

 Phyllis Stahl  

3 Carol Sherley 

4 Marion Snow  

6 Jean Rolien 

10 Colleen Hansen 

14 Bill Schmidt 

18 Jane McKenzie 

 Ron Jacobs  

 Ricky Cunliffe 

 Rebecca Shunk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 Nicholas Bischoff 

 Karen Clinton 

25 Sophie Zlatunich 

28 James Myhre 

 Nikolas Gable 

 

Anniversaries  

 

4 Carol & Hal Sherley 

10 Marie & Ron Jacobs

FEBRUARY Celebrations 



What’s Ahead for MLC in 2019? 
 

 This last year we have been asking a variety of questions about the future of our 

church.  It’s only natural to wonder, “What’s ahead for MLC in 2019?”  Since one of our four 

goals involves our church home, we have been asking about deferred maintenance and 

building enhancements.  A strong case can be made for investing in these two areas.  A 

question that quickly follows is, “How would we propose to cover these costs?” 

 

 Two potential funding mechanisms involve a capital campaign and a property 

division leading to the sale of hillside property behind the church – as you’ve heard about in 

2018.  A couple years ago, a survey from MLC’s Sustainability Task Force found that about 

three quarters of the respondents were receptive to the idea of a capital campaign.  The 

Council has been exploring these two possibilities in parallel with the idea that we would 

identify the best way of moving forward with our church home.  The best strategy might 

even be to integrate the two mechanisms. 

 

Dealing with the church home goal has consumed a lot of our time and energy in 

2018, and required generous degrees of patience.  But a nagging question has been, “What 

about our other three goals?”  They involve strengthening individual faith journeys, 

enhancing relationships among members of MLC and reaching out into the community to 

serve.  All four goals require broad, substantial input from the congregation.  We had only 

started to think about how we would approach this critical task.  And then we learned about 

the Joshua program!   

 

We had been talking with the Kairos organization about a possible capital campaign 

at MLC, when we learned about their Joshua Group.  This group helps congregations plan 

for mission by:  a) listening to its members and also the community, b) evaluating leadership 

and c) moving in new directions – either as an independent activity or as a prelude to a 

capital campaign.  

 

The MLC Council is now asking, “Is the Joshua approach the best way to obtain 

congregational input, plan for mission and move MLC forward?”  We plan to share our 

evaluation with everyone in the coming weeks.  If this brief report stimulates your thinking in 

any particular area, please don’t hide your light under a bushel. 

 

On behalf of Council, Ross Johnson 

 

Bookie News 
 

Thank you to Gaille for facilitating and bringing the coffee for our January book 

club meeting and to Lois for bringing her fresh baked cookies at the last minute! 
 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, February 20
th

 at 10:00am in the narthex. 

We will be discussing, The Leavers, by Lisa Ko.  Ray will facilitate and I will 

bake something. Newcomers are welcome and encouraged to join us! 
 

Lorri Reinders 
 



Social Action Team           

 
 Please notice the poster in the narthex 

highlighting our annual SF Night Ministry 

Drive for the month of Feb. 2019.  We hope 

you will join us in supporting this very 

important Bay Area Ministry. 

 

 There have been some 

major staff changes since 

our much loved and former 

MLC Interim Pastor, Lyle 

Beckman retired from the 

SF Night Minister position in 9/18.  Pr. Lyle 

had been the face of the SFNM for the last 

12 years.  The new night minister is Pastor 

Valerie McEntee - an ordained UCC 

Pastor.  She is not new to the agency having 

started in a fellowship position 10 years 

ago.  She went on to serve as Asst. Night 

Minister for the last 10 years until she was 

chosen for the head position in the fall of last 

year.  The other new position filled this year 

is that of Executive Director and CPE 

certified educator - Pr. Tom Carter, an 

ordained Baptist pastor.  In addition to the 

personnel changes, the organizational job 

chart has been much improved. The Night 

Minister always had two jobs - pastoring at 

night and running the program during the 

day (a 24 hr. 7 d/wk job).  Now Pr. Valerie 

will be in charge of the night ministry 

pastoral program, crisis line counselors, open 

cathedral and support group/bible study 

program (The Gathering) and Pr. Tom will 

be responsible for all administration duties, 

fundraising, community interface and 

running the CPE program. This CPE 

program was founded by Pr. Rod Seeger and 

achieved national certification for.  This 

program adds 3-5 chaplain residents who 

join the night ministry efforts on the streets 

of SF, work the crisis line while also 

completing their CPE education. 

 

 

Have you wondered what all those 

brown bags are on the table in the 

narthex?  They are for members to 

take and keep in their car so that 

when observing a person in need of food support, 

you can make their day by handing them a gift bag 

from MLC.  We hope you will take as many as you 

need to help spread God's Love with the needy. 

 

Brown Bag Chronicles (Member experiences with 

the program) 

 Mary Creigh was at a local home 

improvement store where she met a family 

in need.  When she gave them the food bag, 

others nearby who were also in need joined 

the group (a real loaves and fishes moment) 

and she distributed all the bags she had to a 

very appreciative crowd. 

 Sandy was at a Safeway and saw a 

homeless person camped out at the front of 

the store who was being asked to 

leave.  She was able to provide a food bag 

as a kind of consolation prize as he vacated 

the area and got a grateful smile in return. 

 Cathie saw a homeless person at a mall 

traffic stop but by the time she was able to 

retrieve the bag from the trunk, he had left 

the area.  She then put the bag in the back 

seat of the car so the next time she saw 

someone at traffic stop in need of support, 

she was ready to complete the relay hand 

off to a very appreciative recipient. 

 Bob met an Indian woman at a mall who 

was asking for assistance.  She counted on 

the school breakfast/lunch program at 

school to supplement her daughter's 

meals.  During the holidays, that wasn't 

available and the food bag assured that her 

daughter would have a hot soup lunch that 

day. 

 Sandy Seeger



Stewardship 
 

I’ve heard it’s good to take on something outside your comfort zone once in 

a while to stay engaged and to grow.  Well, I think my comfort zone looks 

like a small spec in the distance  

from where I am right now as Stewardship chair!  It’s a challenge for me for 

sure, but it’s very important for the vibrancy of MLC.  I’m keeping an open 

mind and ready to go. 

 

Soon we’ll be looking at stewardship themes and activities that will resonate 

with the congregation and generate the hands, hearts, and – oh yes – dollars 

we need to carry out our mission. 

 

Speaking of dollars, did you notice that our budget for giving is just 2% above what we all gave 

last year?  I was thinking it should be attainable if we all just up our pledges by 2%!  Taken as a 

group challenge, this should be attainable.  Please join me in making this a mini campaign. 

 

If you’ve ever had an urge to help out with Stewardship or even if you just have ideas for 

something we (or you) can sponsor, give me a call or catch me on the way to the coffee hour 

table! 

 

Time to start 2019! 
 

John Bischoff 

 
 MLCW 
 

Bible Study:  
Thursday, February 7th 10:00am we’ll meet in the Narthex/back of church 
 
Session 2:   By night and day,  Coming to faith in Jesus.   
In this session we meet Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, two people seeking healing 
and a hungry crowd. 
 
Serve & Share: 
Thursday, February 21st 10am - 12noon we will meet in the conference 
room.  We have a backlog of quilts to tie so we’ll need lots of hands to 
help.  We welcome anyone and everyone to volunteer to assist us with 
our quilt making which provides comfort to those less fortunate, thru 
donations to Lutheran World relief. 
 
Information regarding activities are available in the monthly newsletter.  Also every 
Sunday from Jane, or by phone (415-479-8971) or Email jane_mck@prodigy.net. 
 

Jane McKenzie 

 
 

mailto:jane_mck@prodigy.net


Council Meeting Highlights  
January 14, 2019 

 
 Presentation by Pastor Elise Brown of Kairos/Joshua Group                                             

on how they can help MLC thrive. 
 

 2019 Ministry Plan as prepared by Finance was approved with no changes. 
 

 Finance request for a line of credit up to $250,000 with Thrivent Federal Credit 
Union as a “’financial backstop” with strict guidelines for use being developed. 

 

Submitted by Ann Marymor, Council Secretary 

 

Annual Meeting Highlights 
January 27, 2019 

 
 Enjoyed a light lunch provided by the Fellowship Ministry Team – thank you! 

 

 Recognized leaders that have completed their terms, leaders that are new to their 
positions and those that are continuing on in leadership positions. 

 

 In addition to the written reports, heard highlights of 2018 from Pastor Tom, Ross 
Johnson and Committee/Ministry Team chairs. 

 

 Reviewed and accepted 2018 financial report. 
 

 Discussed proposed 2019 Ministry Plan. Significant time was spent on the $3,500 
included in Education to help fund a part-time children-youth ministry leader or 
VBS director.  Vote to approve Ministry Plan passed unanimously. 
 

 Ross shared what the council would be working on in 2019, including further 
discussion on capital campaign and sale of a portion of the hillside (See Ross 
Johnson’s article). 

 

Please note that Annual Reports are available in the narthex.  
 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

We will meet this month on the last 

Saturday—the 23rd. At that time we will 

begin a new study of a biblical bible or 

biblical topic (not sure what yet).  If you 

have suggestions, don’t hesitate to let me 

know (pastortomgable@gmail.com).  

 

Again, we will meet on the last Saturday 
of January—the 23rd from 9 am to 10:15 

am. Please invite other men from the 

congregation and community to come and 

enjoy an important time of spiritual growth 

and fellowship.  

 

Confirmation Ministry 
 

Our Winter-Spring Confirmation  

Ministry continues this month with  

class on Sunday, February 10th: 

 

Sunday, February 10th from 5 pm  

to 7 pm (dinner at 6:30 pm). This class we 

will continue our tour through the New 

Testament, looking at Paul’s letters.  

 

Erin Ceynar and Kevin Dalager will be 

bringing dinner for the class. 

mailto:pastortomgable@gmail.com


Community Partner Updates: 

MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come 
to the following events:  
 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) Update:   
 

Last week (1/23) we held our beginning of the year Delegates Assembly. 
During the meeting we heard stories from the community and focused on  
the question of what kind of future do we want. The second half was about 
preparing for our MOC 10 Year Convention which will take place on Sunday 
afternoon, October 27th (Reformation Sunday). This will be our largest action 
since the founding ten years ago. We are planning for 800—1,000 attendees. 

So put this in your calendar today and plan on coming. This is a once-in-a-decade opportunity  
to expand our agenda, build power, and develop ourselves as leaders.  
 
To continue preparations for this 10 Year Convention we are also hosting an Assembly Toward 
Convention on Sunday, June 23rd in the afternoon. This is also open to everyone. Come and 
find out what MOC is about and what we’re working on in the community!  
 
February 7th 6:30 to 8 pm. MOC Leaders Meeting at Mt. Tam Methodist Church—410 
Sycamore Ave. Mill Valley. At this meeting, we'll hear updates on our renter protection work 
with the City of San Rafael and continue planning for the upcoming MOC 10 Year Convention 
(10/27/2019 in the afternoon) and the Assembly Toward Convention (6/23/2019 in the 
afternoon).  
 
(MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and 
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power 
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member 
institutions. 
 
 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:  
 

Energy & Meditation—Monthly Meditation—Wednesday February 13th 
from 5:30 - 6:30 pm—First Presbyterian Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, 
CA 94901). Cost: Love Offering at the door (suggested $10-$20 for this 
event). This month our leader is Rev. Ted Scott. Ted is a management 
consultant and a Parish Associate with Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Tiburon. For more information please check out the Marin Interfaith Council 

website: www.marinifc.org. 
  
(MIC) is a respectful collaborative that celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and builds 
community. MIC cultivates a community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over thirty 
years, MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make Marin a more vibrant 
and equitable community. 
 
 



FEBRUARY 2019 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 February 3
rd

       February 10
th

 February 17
th

 February 24
th

 

READINGS 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Luke 4:21-30 

Isaiah 6:1-8 [9–13] 

Psalm 138 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Psalm 1 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

1 Corin 15:35-38, 42-50 

Luke 6:27-38 

GREETERS     

9:00 AM  Marie Jacobs CherinHouts Blanche Sprague MC Houts 

11:00 AM Barbara Bischoff Katharine Peck Erna Randig Sandy Seeger 

     

USHER     

9:00 AM  Ron Jacobs Michael Houts Jenna Garcia Michael Rosendahl 

11:00 AM Paul Davis Will Peck Lorri Reinders Rick West 

     

ACOLYTE     

9:00 AM  Ellery & Giorgia Stankus Sophie Z / Sasha G Jacob S / Haakon L Isaiah & Joshua C-H 

11:00 AM     

     

LECTOR     

9:00 AM  Marie Jacobs Jim Kamphoefner Rebecca Shunk Emily Rosendahl 

11:00 AM Tom Schmidt Will Peck  Annemarie Hofling 

     

ALM     

9:00 AM  Sharon Guy Kathy Bayler Isai Garcia Yvonne Weidmann 

11:00 AM Betsy McCormick Isai Garcia Paul Davis Betsy McCormick 

     

COMM ASSIST     

9:00 AM     Emily Rosendahl 

11:00 AM Barbara Bischoff Erna Randig Erna Randig Jane McK 

     

SOUND TECH     

9:00 AM  Jeff Reinders Dan Watrous John Bischoff Dan Watrous 

11:00 AM John Bischoff  Jeff Reinders Bart Saling 

     

COUNTERS     

9:00 AM  
Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Jeff & Lorri Reinders Kamphoefner 

11:00 AM 

     

COFFEE HOUR     

9:00 AM  
Kamphoefners Erin Morgan Reinders Maggie Harrington 

11:00 AM 

     

ALTAR GUILD Bev K / Jane M Bev K / Jane M Blanche S / Jane M Blanche S / Jane M 

     

FLOWERS  Houts/Rosendahls   

     

CHLD CHURCH Lauren Meisel Erin Morgan   

 


