“…Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
As we change over from one year to another there are many thoughts and feelings
going through my heart and mind. I’m thinking about what happened this past year
and wondering about the coming months. Many feelings are flowing as I think about
the joys and sadnesses I’ve experienced.
I’m also hopeful that this coming year will be a good one. I pray for more peace and
justice in our nation, in our world, and in our lives. I also know that whatever happens
God will be with me. God will be with us.
Thousands of years ago Joshua was called on to lead God’s people into the promised
land. What a scary and enormous task. He needed God’s encouragement. The first of
the year always comes with both a sense of hope and a bit of anxiety. We wonder about
our health, about our relationships, about our jobs. Will the quality of my life get
better? During all the thoughts and throughout the year, the Creator of the universe
comes to us and says, “be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” "Don't be afraid; don't be
discouraged."
Peace,

Pastor Tom

Worship in January
January 6: EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
Epiphany means "manifestation." On this day we
celebrate the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles—that
is, to all nations. Some Christian traditions celebrate
three great epiphanies on this day: the magi's adoration
of the Christ child, Jesus' baptism in the Jordan River,
and his first miracle in which he changes water into
wine. The word and sacraments are for us the great epiphany of God's grace and mercy. We go
forth to witness to the light that shines brightly in our midst.
January 13: BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our own and all baptismal
blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as daughters and sons, the
gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we
"pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire." On this day the heavens
open again, for this assembly, and we receive the gift of the beloved Son of
God in bread and wine.
January 20: SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of the glory of
God to us as it was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at
the baptism of Jesus—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over
God’s people "as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride." By the power of the
Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved
for last. Taste and see.
January 27: THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
The glory of the Lord is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand
at attention. People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity
of the church is another reflection of the glory of God. Most gloriously, the
promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round.
Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.

Marin Lutheran Church Women
BIBLE STUDY: Pastor Tom will lead our Bible study on Thurs, Jan 10, (Notice
the change in date as we will also be taking down Christmas decorations).
Meet at 10:00 am in the Community Room (below the church). Following
our study, we will have a light brunch, then undecorate, finishing up by
1:00pm. We begin a new series for the next 4 months. “Meetings with Jesus”. Start the New
Year by joining us as we meet Jesus. Session 1: Come and see: Seeking and finding faith in
the Gospel of John, we contemplate the mystery of God through Jesus. (Save your Gather
magazine as it contains our February study and leaders guide.)
SERVE AND SHARE: January 17th, 10am We resume our quilting ministry. We are thankful for all
the donations of fabric, sheets, thread, batting and support. THANK YOU. All are welcome.

Confirmation Ministry
Our Winter-Spring Confirmation Ministry
begins on Sunday, January 13th:
Sunday, January 13th from 5 – 6:15pm
Potluck Dinner & Discussion for all
Students and Parents.
This is an important
time for both students
and their parents.
Everyone is invited—
this session will last
from 5pm to 6:15pm.
Please let the office
know who will be attending and what you can
bring.

Church Council Highlights –
December 2018


The Council met on Monday,
December 10th.



President Ross Johnson
acknowledged the Council members
who will be completing their terms at
the end of this year. Ross thanked
them for their service.



Our discussion of the Finance
Committee's proposed 2019 Ministry
Plan (budget) continued. The
Council will present a final proposed
budget to the congregation for
approval at the January 27, 2019
Annual Meeting.



Pastor Tom updated us on the
ongoing discussions with members
of Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church in Tiburon. The next joint
worship service is scheduled for
Sunday, December 16, 11:00 a.m. at
Shepherd of the Hills.



We discussed plans for the
congregational Town Hall meeting
scheduled for Sunday, January 21,
2019 at 10:15 a.m.

This past August I suggested a few dates for
Confirmation Sunday including April 28, May
5 and June 2. We hope to finalize during this
Potluck/Discussion, so please bring your
calendars with you.
Sunday, January 27th from 5 – 7:00 pm.

 We will meet this Sunday to continue
our study of the New Testament.
 Dinner sign up will be taken care of at
the potluck meeting.

Barbara Allen, Secretary

Men’s Bible Study

Town Hall Meeting – January 20th

We will meet this
month on the last
Saturday, January
26th, from 9:00 –
10:15am. At that
time we will
conclude the study of the book of Ephesians.
This fascinating letter is especially relevant to
our broader context today as Paul, the writer,
was speaking to a society and church
struggling with deep divisions. Please invite
other men from the congregation and
community to come and enjoy an important
time of spiritual growth and fellowship.

In preparation for our annual meeting on
January 27, the council will hold a town hall
meeting on Sunday, January 20th at 10:15am
for the purpose of reviewing the 2019
proposed Ministry Plan. This will allow us
to become familiar with the plan, and ask
questions so that we can
better understand the
ministry plan and be
prepared for discussion
at the annual meeting.
The ministry plan will
be emailed to members
by Friday, Jan 18th.

Outreach: A personal note from Karen Peters
This month as I write on behalf of the Outreach Team, my mind is drawn to the memory of Judy
Rossbach. Why, you ask? Because I think that Judy represented the best of what “Outreach” is.
Outreach could be defined as personally “reaching out” to both new comers and long-time
members.
When I first attended MLC, it was Judy who greeted me, introduced herself, and
asked my name. She was not the official “greeter” for the day; she was sitting
behind me. The greeting was accompanied by a warm smile, eye contact and
a gentle handshake, not a weak handshake but a warm delicate handshake. I
came back the next week, and Judy again greeted me and remembered my
name, along with that gentle handshake. That simple gesture made me feel
welcomed, particularly at that time in my life. I needed some welcoming. That
is the reason I returned again.
Such a simple act. It is at the core of Outreach; it is the personal, sincere effort that cannot be
left to a committee. Over the years, I was touched that Judy would write little notes to thank
people for what they did to contribute to the mission of MLC.
As we move into 2019, I invite you all to be full-time members of the Outreach team by being
more personal, more engaged, more welcoming. We do a good job already at MLC. However,
when we really pay attention, we can all do better. I include myself in this.
As I think back on that time, I joined because MLC is a friendly congregation. However, I also
have observed that often people are the most friendly to those they already know. Easy to do. I
am a life-long church member; I understand how this happens. It does make me wonder,
though, who, over the years, has come to MLC and left without anyone introducing themselves,
making eye contact and asking their name.
I don’t want to be “preachy” here – not my intent. I am simply suggesting that we realize that
every single member of MLC is charged with Outreach. The Outreach Team simply spearheads
the effort and comes up with ideas for added (and hopefully creative!) ways to expand our
Outreach efforts.
Judy, you are missed.
********
Outreach Updates:
 The First Mystery Bus was a great success! The mystery destination was Filoli House in
Woodside, dressed in great splendor for the Christmas Season. We played corny, fun
games on the way, while enjoying refreshments.
 We had such a good time that we planning an “Un-Mystery Bus” in the late spring to
Filoli to stroll the gardens. We will keep you posted.
 And….the next Mystery Bus is scheduled for the first weekend in March, the 2nd or 3rd.
We are considering leaving the church on that Saturday or Sunday for a fun familyfocused afternoon. Kids of all ages will love this event. So let either Carol Sherley or
Karen Peters know what day will be the best for you. At the moment, we are considering
Sunday since we know many teens have Saturday sporting events. Let us know!
 The website is moving forward, under Barbara Bischoff and Lorri Reinders.

News Notes from Social Action
SF-Marin Food Bank
November was the time for our recent food
drive at MLC on behalf of our local Food
Bank. Once again folks showed their
willingness to help those in need and filled
the barrels to the brim! We are so grateful to
all for your continued generous support of
this important ministry. Thank you!
Word from PLTS
November was also when we collected nonperishable food items and personal care
supplies for the students at Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary. Rod Seeger delivered
the supplies to the Berkeley campus for us in
early December and received the following
email message from Brian Stein-Webber of
PLTS: “To the members of Marin Lutheran:
You are helping PLTS students to better be
able to afford their time of study, and to
reduce their indebtedness through these very
real, nutritious and helpful in-kind gifts. On
their behalf, thank you so much!”
The efforts of our congregation do make a
difference. Again, many thanks!
Angel Tree Updates
Response to the three Angel Tree drives was
outstanding! The Ritter Center expressed
particular appreciation for the selection of
gifts for teens and seniors that was provided.
The collection of books and toys for children
served by the Marin Community Clinics was
gratefully received. And the generous Visa
and MasterCard gifts cards for the victims of
the Camp Fire have been turned over for
distribution. Your faithful assistance provides
valuable support.
Benevolences
At our year-end meeting in December, the
Social Action team decided on final donation
distributions for our 2018 budget. We agreed
and are excited to disburse equal amounts of
our balance to support organizations at three

different levels — local, regional and global.
Locally, our donation will support
Community Action Marin for their Child
Development Program for underserved
children in Marin. Regionally, our donation
will support the San Francisco Night
Ministry, a vital program that receives no
public funding and relies on contributions
and gifts. Globally, our contribution will
support the ELCA Good Gifts program that
benefits communities in 83 countries around
the world. We selected seven gift categories
for these funds: pair of goats; 30 chicks; 3
roosters; portion of irrigation canal; 6 fruit
tree seedlings; school fees and uniform for a
girl; one microloan for a woman. (Note:
Timing of this donation came during a
“matching gifts” opportunity and we were
able to double the impact of our donation!).

Looking Ahead
Meal Bags
In December we
began a brown paper lunch bag program as
an additional way to share our resources with
hungry people. There was good participation
and we received positive feedback on the
trial run, so we plan to continue this effort on
a quarterly basis beginning in January. Look
in the narthex for the basket with bags
containing cans of soups and snack bars
(along with a note from “Your friends at
Marin Lutheran Church” and the phone
number for the Marin Aging and Assistance
Information Hotline). You can pick up a bag
or two, keep them with you in your car, and
pass them along to folks who ask for help.
SF Night Ministry
Coming up in February we will sponsor the
San Francisco Night Ministry collection drive
for warm winter supplies for homeless clients
in San Francisco. Watch for our poster and
bins to appear in the narthex along with the
“wish list” of needed items.

Cathy Bedilion

2019 Leadership

Judy Rossbach passed away December
6th. On Saturday, January 5th we gathered
together with her family to honor and
celebrate her life in a heartfelt, beautiful
service, followed by the sharing of
memories and fellowship during a
wonderful reception. Our sentiments for
her family are shared above. We will miss
our dear friend, Judy.
Birthdays & Anniversaries
JANUARY

Birthdays
1
3
5
6
8
20

26
27
31

Daniel Houts
Eun-Shil Kim
Eric Bergman
Maggie Harrington
Keiren Hutt
Marie Conrad
Nancy Hansen
Lorraine Loo
Michael Clark
Marilyn Davis
Esther Johnson
Cathie Schinski
Jean Wallman

Anniversaries
11

Rich & Carolyn Myhre

During the December 2nd congregational
meeting we voted to accept the following slate
of candidates put forth by the Nominating
Committee:
 Secretary – Ann Marymor
 Treasurer – Jenny Church
 Council Members at Large –
Cheri Houts, Sue Southgate &
Michael Rosendahl
 SCRC – Karen Peters
 Cong. Care & Fellowship – Carol
Zlatunich & Anke Pahmeyer
 Stewardship – John Bischoff
 Music & Worship – Carol Cunliffe
 Finance – Jim Kamphoefner
They will join the following as our
congregational leaders for 2019:
 President – Ross Johnson
 Vice President – John Lacy
 Stewardship Secretary – Bev
Kamphoefner
 Council Member at Large –
Tricia Friedman
 Education – Susan Morrow
 Outreach – Carol Sherley
 Social Action – Jim Bedilion
Welcome and thank you to all who said “yes”
to a position of leadership!

FELLOWSHIP
Let me take this opportunity
to thank everyone in the congregation
for supporting the Congregational Care
and Fellowship ministry as well as the many
dedicated volunteers that have helped to make
each event a success.
Many aspects of our spiritual life depend
on being together with other believers to
encourage, teach and share life together. It
seems to be especially pertinent in this divisive
time to be with people who inspire and give
us hope.
I hope you continue to support this
ministry and build relationships with the
caring and talented people in our
congregation.
Marie Jacobs

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come to
the following events:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) Update:
January 8. 6:30pm MOC Leaders Meeting at the Dominican Sisters—1520
Grand Ave. At this leaders meeting, we'll be preparing for the Delegates Assembly
on the 23rd. This is our chance to think through what does it mean to launch such a
yearlong process? Where do we personally want to grow, as leaders, and what roles
will help us do that? What work needs to be done in our own institutions? How can
we build the power we need to take on new issues?
January 23. 6:30 - 8 pm Delegates Assembly—First Presbyterian Church in San Rafael—1510
Fifth Ave. San Rafael. This is NOT an ordinary leaders meeting. It is an internal action. We'll turn
people out for it in the same way we'd turn them out for any other large action. We want all the
members of our core teams, clergy, PLUS others who we think might be excited about building
MOC's power to tackle more and bigger issues. We'll think together about how we want to use this
2019 convention organizing process in our own institutions, so that we can learn more about
concerns of our members and build internal strength.
There are several new institutions that are considering joining us and will be in attendance. Also
attending will be organizers and leaders from around the country who will be at the Berkeley IAF
training.
Save the Date—October 27, 2019. This year we are celebrating the 10th year anniversary of the
founding of MOC with a convention of 800+ people on October 27, 2019. We’ve come a long way!
2019 is a once-in-a-decade opportunity to expand our agenda, build our power, and develop
ourselves as leaders.
CANAL TENANTS UPDATE:
The Canal Tenants group we are supporting has just received 60-day eviction notices. We'll be
working with them to put together an action on January 10th. This action could be a great invitation
to extend to any brand-new people who want to feel the power of working in solidarity across lines
of race, language, and culture, and may help energize them to come on the 23rd.
(MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member
institutions.

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:
Monthly Meditation: Wed January 9th from 5:30-6:30 pm—First Presbyterian
Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). Cost: Love offering at the
door (suggested $10-$20 for this event). This month our leader is Elizabeth Gosselin
from Meditation for Greater Peace & Clarity. For more information about Elizabeth
Gosselin, please check out the Marin Interfaith Council website: www.marinifc.org
(MIC) is a respectful collaborative that celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and builds
community. MIC cultivates a community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over thirty years,
MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make Marin a more vibrant and
equitable community.

JANUARY 2019 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
January 6th

READINGS

Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

GREETERS
9:00 AM Marie Jacobs
11:00 AM Katharine Peck

January 13th

January 20th

January 27th

Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Blanche Sprague

Cheri Houts

Barbara Bischoff

Cathy Bedilion

Jane McKenzie

Erna Randig

Carol Cunliffe

Michael Houts

Rich Myhre

Lorri Reinders

Jenna Garcia

Rick West

Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

USHER
9:00 AM Ron Jacobs
11:00 AM Will Peck
ACOLYTE
9:00 AM Isaiah & Joshua C-H
11:00 AM

Jacob S / Haakon L

LECTOR
9:00 AM Michele Jacobs
11:00 AM Jim Kamphoefner

Rebecca Shunk

Susan Boom

Dan Watrous

Jeff Reinders

Tricia Friedman

Annemarie Hofling

Sharon Guy

Yvonne Weidmann

Kathy Bayler

Betsy McCormick

Isai Garcia

Betsy McCormick

James M / Annabelle H

ALM
9:00 AM Susan Morrow
11:00 AM
COMM ASSIST
9:00 AM
11:00 AM Tricia F & Erna R
SOUND TECH
9:00 AM Dan Watrous
11:00 AM
COUNTERS
9:00 AM
Kamphoefner
11:00 AM

Barbara Bischoff
Jane McKenzie

Tricia Friedman

Erna Randig/JaneMcK

Bart Saling

Jeff Reinders

John Bischoff

Jeff Reinders

Bart Saling

Jeff & Lorri Reinders

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Sharon Guy &
Karen Peters

Jane McKenzie

Anke Pahmeyer

Bev K / Jane M

Bev K / Jane M

Rich Myhre

Erin Morgan

COFFEE HOUR

9:00 AM
Sandy Seeger
11:00 AM
ALTAR GUILD

Bev K / Jane M

Jane McKenzie

FLOWERS

Houts Family

Kamphoefners

CHLD CHURCH

Lauren Meisel

Travis Theobald

