Over the last month I have shared parts of Presiding Bishop Eaton’s Living Lutheran
column (February 2019) in a number of places. You may have heard pieces in a recent
sermon, or, if you serve on council, in my pastor’s report. But I’m sharing more of it with
you because I think it is so helpful in understanding both where we’re at as a congregation,
and how we might proceed.
“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19)
“These words of hope were spoken to the Jews who were stuck in exile. They had lost their
land, their temple and their king—the pillars of their identity. Likewise, the church has lost
social status and relevance in 21st century American culture.
For Israel and the church this would be a hopeless situation, except that God is faithful.
When the Lord admonished, ‘Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of
old,’ this wasn’t a command to forget God’s past saving work, but to believe that God was
still acting. This is true for us today. When we stop asking what we can do to fix the church
and start asking what God is up to, we open ourselves up to the life giving promise of
God’s future….
If we want to attract people to our congregations to rebuild a memory, God will not bless
our efforts. But if we—grabbed by the Spirit in baptism, changed by the word, intimately
and lovingly connected to Jesus and each other in communion, and set free by grace to
serve the neighbor—invite all people into true life, then we shall become part of the
answer….”
This month, once again, we relive in worship, the life, death and resurrection of our Lord
and Savior. God is still acting; God is bringing life out of death. Let us listen and look for
God’s resurrection work in our lives and in our communities. Let us look for what God is
up to in our midst. For truly, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it.” (Isaiah 43:19a)

Pastor Tom

Holy Week & Easter
Palm/Passion Sunday: April 14th at 9:00 & 11:00am

We gather outside, and begin the service by processing into the sanctuary.
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and his journey to the cross are experienced
through Walt Wangerin’s dramatic reading, The Cry of the Whole Congregation.
We are pulled into the story through our participation as a congregation in the
readings and singing.

Maundy Thursday: April 18th at 7:00pm

The symbols of Holy Week are displayed  We receive individual
forgiveness  Celebrate Holy Communion  Observe the stripping of
the chancel in preparation for Good Friday

Good Friday: April 19th at 8:00pm

During a Tenebrae Service (gathering darkness), we witness the
emotions of Christ’s passion through readings, music and song.

Easter Sunday: April 21st at 9:00 & 11:00am

Festive worship with trumpets, keyboard and choir leading our
celebration of Christ’s resurrection with joyful music  Pastor shares
an Easter message with us  The children hear a special message and
participate in Children’s Church  Holy Communion is celebrated.
Between services, we invite everyone to enjoy an Easter breakfast.
There will be an Easter Egg hunt for the young children.

Notebook
CONGRATULATIONS
to Andrei Gorchov
& Amy Dorie on the
birth of a beautiful
baby boy, Matthew
James on March 7th.
He weighed in at 9lbs
and was 22 inches
Enjoying a snooze
long. The family is
on daddy’s lap!
doing well and
adjusting to life without sleep.
APRIL Birthdays
1
11
17
28

Jon Rolien
Ray Gergus
Jules Houts
Matthew Carlsen

The Bookies
In March we enjoyed a
wonderful discussion, led
by Blanche, of Crossing to
Safety by Wallace Stegner
and enjoyed morning treats
and coffee provided by Gaille
and Richard. Many thanks!
Our April read is My Antonia by Willa
Cather. Richard will be leading our discussion
and Blanche is providing baked goodies.
We meet on Wednesday, April 17th at 10 am
in the Church Entryway/Narthex.

Lorri Reinders

Town Hall on March 24th Introduces the Joshua Group
The MLC Council is interested in strategic planning designed
to map out the mission and directions for MLC over the next
5-10 years. A critical requirement of this planning involves
congregational input, which would help identify the specific
objectives to be attached to the four goals articulated by Council and ratified by the
congregation. Those goals are as follows:
Goal #1:
Goal #2:
Goal #3:
Goal #4:

Support all members of the MLC community in their faith journeys.
Foster deeper relationships within the MLC community.
Engage all those at MLC in service to our communities.
Upgrade our MLC facilities for ministry.

Given the importance of this strategic planning for the future of MLC, and after having
considered a couple of other options, the Council is exploring the possibility of seeking
outside, professional help in this planning process. We have received a formal proposal
from the Joshua Group to assist us in this way. This group is part of the Kairos organization
which is also involved in capital campaigns. However, an organization can work with
Joshua with or without also engaging Kairos. The Joshua program was described at a
Town Hall on March 24th between services. Council is currently involved in evaluating the
proposal, discussing the potential benefits of this program for MLC, speaking with other
congregations who have worked with the Joshua Group and exploring potential methods
for covering related costs. We anticipate another Town Hall in the not too distant future, as
our analysis proceeds further.
Council is also preparing a document to share with the congregation to answer questions
that we anticipate will arise during our deliberations over the Joshua proposal. The
document will seek to answer questions such as these:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

What does planning for mission and clarifying direction really mean?
Don’t we already have a mission statement?
Is working with the Joshua Group really critical for the future of MLC?
Why do we need an outside group to help us plan for mission and set direction?
What would we actually get from the Joshua Group?
How would we pay for the Joshua program?
Is this a capital campaign, a fund-raising effort?
What have we learned from other ELCA churches about the Joshua Group?
Who will decide whether we engage with the Joshua Group?

Please stay tuned and plan on providing your reactions at our next Town Hall.
On behalf of Council,

Ross Johnson

NEWS FROM THE SOCIAL ACTION TEAM
Family Shelter - Breakfast Burrito Bake
Coming up on Saturday, April 13, from
9AM-12Noon we hold our annual Breakfast
Burrito Bake!
Help us assemble 100+ burritos filled with
eggs, bacon, cheese and salsa, rolled up
with joy and sealed with love.
The Breakfast Burritos are for both the
families at the shelter (Brown House) and the
residents of the Voyager Carmel Center. A
handful are eaten warm, shortly after being
assembled and the rest are placed in the
freezer to be eaten as needed.
Last year, the residents of the Voyager
Carmel Center lined up in anticipation, smiles
wide with appreciation awaiting the burrito
delivery.
Apparently the word is out that we make a
mean burrito.
Sign–up sheet is in the narthex. We will
meet at the Brown House, 430 Mission Ave.
San Rafael.

Through the month of April:

Judy’s Community Kitchen Make-Over
In honor of the life and service of our beloved Judy,
the Social Action Team is sponsoring a fund raiser to
update and improve the functionality and appearance
of the kitchen below the sanctuary, soon to be
dedicated as Judy’s Community Kitchen.
In the spirit of Judy’s serving and preparing meals for
others, incentives will be offered based on levels of
donations.




Gift bag of Cookies or baked goods from Judy’s
favorite recipes (available beginning 4/14)
Pulled pork sandwich lunch
Chicken Divan dinner cooked and served out of
Judy’s Community Kitchen

Display board with details will be placed in the Narthex
in April.

Brown Meal Bags:
More meal bags will be available for you to pick up and
distribute in May. These are for members to take and
keep in their car. When observing a person in need of
food support you can make their day by handing them
a gift bag from MLC.
The Brown Meal Bags are located on a table in
Narthex. Thank you Confirmands for assembling!

Mill Street Meals
On the 3rd Thursday of each month, year-round, MLC provides dinner and breakfast for 50 adults who
stay at the Mill Street Shelter.
How can you help?
Sign up and bring to the church kitchen by 12pm on the day of ...or bring ahead of time and put in frig or
freezer and label.
Slots to fill (each month) - Sign-up sheet located in Narthex
5 . . . . . Casserole (Each should serve 10 people) Any variety, home-made/store bought (can be frozen)
3 . . . . . Vegetable / salad (Each should serve 15)
2 . . . . . Desert (Enough to serve 25)
2 . . . . . Bread – 2 loaves or equivalent in rolls etc.
2 . . . . . Cereal (Enough to serve 25)
2 . . . . . Juice – 3 large cans of frozen or 2 Gallons—each
2 . . . . . Milk – 2 gallons each
We are so very grateful for all those who participate in this effort to help feed those in need.
Have questions? Feel free to ask any of our team members.

Cheri Houts

2019 Vacation Bible School
To Mars and Beyond:
Explore where God’s Power Can Take You!
August 5th – 9th from 9:00am to 12noon
Closing celebration: August 11th at 9:30am with brunch to follow
For children 3 ½ years old through the 5th grade
Registration forms will be available at church & online (coming soon)
Adult and Youth volunteers are needed – please beam us your desire to help!

MARIN Lutheran Church Women WELCA
Bible Study: April 4, Thursday 10am – Meet in church
Session four: Seeing the risen Christ. In this final session,
we encounter the Risen Christ through his appearances to Mary
Magdalene, Peter, the Beloved Disciple, and Thomas. We reflect
on how the risen Christ remains present among us, blessing us
and inviting us to come and see and to live in his name.
Study Leaders Guide: pp31, found in Gather Magazine copy
available in church office
Serve & Share: April 11, (NOTE the change in date) Thursday 10am -12noon
Meet for a time to socialize, also prepare and decorate eggs, work on quilt project (time
permitting), prepare mailing to homebound and friends old and new.
Questions? Contact me at, JaneMck@prodigy.net or phone 415.479.8971. I’m also
available most Sundays at both services. b I am especially interested in chatting with
any who would like more information about joining us either for Bible study or Serve &
Share.
Acting leader, Jane McKenzie

Adult Education
The New Testament You Never Knew
A new adult education series beginning Wednesdays in the Season of Easter: 4/24, 5/1, 8, 15 from
6pm to 8pm. This is a joint educational event with, and hosted by, Shepherd of the Hills in
Tiburon (9 Shepherd Way, Tiburon 94920). We will begin each session with a light supper, followed
by a brief video and discussion.
Do you know the real story behind the New Testament? We all share a
fascination for discovering ‘the rest of the story.’ We enjoy learning the
behind-the-scenes facts about seemingly familiar events. In this foursession video Bible study, well-known Bible scholars N.T. Wright and
Michael F. Bird team up to take us on a tour of the story behind the
explosive story of the New Testament. You will discover things you never
knew about Jesus’ baptism and journey into the wilderness, the meaning
behind his parables and miracles, the significance of his death and
resurrection, and how the transforming mission of Jesus can still turn the
world upside down today. Come join the journey with N.T. Wright and

Michael Bird and they will help you understand the New Testament
you never knew.
Date

Class Topic

Leader

Wednesday 4/24 from 6 to 8 pm

The Books of the New Testament

Pastor Tom

Wednesday 5/1 from 6 to 8 pm

The World of Jesus and the Apostles

Pastor Tom

Wednesday 5/8 from 6 to 8 pm

The Life and Death of Jesus

Pastor Tom

Wednesday 5/15 from 6 to 8 pm

The Resurrection of Jesus

Pastor Tom

Men’s Bible Study
We will meet this month on the last Saturday—the 27th from 9am to 10:15am. At this time we will
continue our study of a few chapters from First Corinthians (Chapter 12, Chapter 13:1-13 &
Chapter 15:1-11). In February we looked at Chapter 12 verses 1 through 11. This month we
continue with verses 12 through 31. If you get a chance, please read through all of Chapter 12 in
preparation for the discussion.

Again, we will meet on the last Saturday of April—the 27th from 9 am to 10:15 am. Please
invite other men from the congregation and community to come and enjoy an important time of
spiritual growth and fellowship.

To Contact Pastor Tom:
Text or Call Pastor Tom on his cell phone at 916-479-3308
Call Pastor Tom at the office 415-924-3782
Email Pastor Tom at Pastortomgable@gmail.com

Confirmation Ministry
Our Spring Confirmation Ministry continues this month on Sunday, April 14th:
Sunday, April March 14th from 5 pm to 7 pm (dinner at 6:30 pm). This class we will
continue our tour through the New Testament, looking at Revelation.
Saturday, April 27th at 6:30pm—Faith Statement Night in the Parish Hall. Our
confirmands with share their “faith statements” with each other and their parents
and friends. Please bring a dessert to share.
Sunday, April 28th at 9am Worship—Confirmation Sunday. Seven
of our confirmands will affirm their faith in worship on this day!

High School Youth Group
College Care Package Night — Friday, April 26th from 6:30 pm to 8 pm.
Come, catch up with your fellow MLC high school youth and help box up all the items
that the congregation members have donated for the college care packages. Pizza will
be served. Invite your friends to come and help! To the congregation,- please bring
goodies for the care packages, a collection bin is in the narthex.
Interfaith Youth Group Meet up — Sunday, April 28th—7 pm
at Congregation Rodef Sholom (170 N. San Pedro Road San Rafael, CA)
We're bringing together youth groups (grades 6-12) from
every major world religion to do the things we love to do.
We'll laugh, we'll sing, we'll play, we'll eat and we'll serve
by preparing backpacks for Centro Legal de la Raza, full of
survival supplies that will be distributed to immigrants
released from detention centers who oftentimes have
nothing more than what fits in their pockets.
Here is a list of items most needed:
 Backpacks or travel luggage
 Hygiene kits
 Toothbrushes
 Deodorant
 New underwear and socks
 Shoes and shoelaces (women's sizes 7-8)
Come and have some fun with other youth from around the county! Pastor Tom will
be there and hopes you will be to. Let me know if you can come.

Pastor Tom

Stewardship
This month, when I think about Stewardship of time, talent
and treasure, time comes to mind first.
We all have a million things that chip away at our available
time. Time can’t be saved up and used later – it comes and
goes no matter what we do with it. Time has to be budgeted
just like our treasure. Time is a gift from God.
The last few weeks, a lot of time around my house was dedicated to planning and preparing for a
fabulous 90th birthday celebration for Barb’s mom. In the process of finally getting to enjoy the
party, we had houseguests from Canada as well as Nick and Anna.
This made me think about what it means to be a good houseguest. A houseguest is around for a
specific amount of time. A good houseguest looks for something that needs to be done and
jumps in and does it using the time and talent they have available.
Can we think about stewardship at MLC and in our community in the same way? Are we a
houseguest in God’s house? Can we see a need and fill it?
Our theme of MLC being the hub of our Christian life and we and our actions being the spokes
on the wheel will be taking shape as we have time to make it come alive. Stay tuned.
It’s just a matter of time.
John Bischoff

Summer Worship Schedule
Because of a steady decrease in worship attendance, the Worship & Music Ministry
Team has been considering holding one service on Sundays. In February, we sent a
survey to all members and friends that attend our worship to find out if folks had a
time preference if we were to go to one service. Thank you to everyone who
completed the survey – we received 55 responses.
9:00am, 9:30am and 10:00am were options for service times. 56% (31) preferred a
time before 10:00am; 38% (21) preferred 10:00am and 3 responses had no preference.
The W&M team considered these survey responses, and the comments received, and
recommended to church council that during the summer we hold one worship service
beginning at 9:30am. This was approved by the council.
Beginning on Pentecost Sunday, June 9, 2019 we will hold one service beginning
at 9:30am. This will continue through Sunday, September 1st.
Once this schedule begins, W&M will again
reach out to members to get your feedback
about the one service.
Carol Cunliffe

Giving Snapshot – 1st Quarter, 2019

2019 Monthly Giving
compared to 2019 plan; compared to 2018 actual
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Our giving year started out slowly with just a little over $16,000 in offerings in January, but
February and March picked up – THANK YOU – and we are now just under $1,000 behind
our giving plan for the 1st quarter (Jan – Mar). Plan: $71,400 / Actual: $70,408.
Festival offerings (Ash Wednesday & Lenten services) helped lift us over our plans in
February & March.
Please remember that Festival offerings are given above our regular planned giving. There
are a number of opportunities in April to give special gifts – Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and Easter. For those that have boxed envelope sets, you will have both a Sunday envelope
as well as an Easter envelope with your offering envelopes. Use your regular Sunday
envelope for your regular giving, and consider an additional Easter festival offering.
1st quarter giving summaries will be available soon, so you can take stock of where you are
in your giving this year.
We THANK YOU for your continued, generous support of Marin Lutheran.

March Council Meeting Highlights
 Council approved Worship and Music’s Recommendation for a summer pilot, one service at
9:30AM from June 9 - September 1, 2019.
 Council approved Social Actions recommendation to rename the basement kitchen, “Judy’s
Community Kitchen.” They will begin fundraising to raise the $2500 for the makeover.
 A Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, March 24 between services will provide information and
allow discussion of the Kairos/Joshua proposal.
Ann Marymor

Worship in April
April 7- 5th SUNDAY IN LENT (Shepherd of the Hills joins us for worship at 11:00am)
The Lord our God makes all things new. God promises it and in the gospel Mary anticipates
it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. We also
recall the transformation of Saul, the persecutor, into Paul, the apostle. In baptism, God’s
new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.
April 14– PALM/PASSION SUNDAY
We celebrate Christ’s entry into Jerusalem with “Hosannas,” but then we
are invited to experience the agony of our Lord through Walt Wangerin’s
dramatic reading of the story of Jesus’ passion. The passion story is told
through dialog and song, and invites everyone present to be drawn into the
story by listening and participating. The season of Lent leads us to put on
Christ in holy baptism and we are urged to let the mind of Christ be our
own. Embrace it.
April 18- MAUNDY THURSDAY: 7:00pm
With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with
Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus' death and
resurrection. At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus'
commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples,
we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another,
especially the poor and the unloved. At the Lord's table we remember Jesus'
sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life
of the world.
April 19- GOOD FRIDAY
At the heart of Good Friday is the passion according to Luke presented
during a Tenebrae service. With the gathering darkness, Christ’s passion is
experienced through readings and song, sung by the people and shared by
the choir. The ancient title for this day—the triumph of the cross—reminds us
that the church gathers not to mourn this day but to celebrate Christ's lifegiving passion and to find strength and hope in the tree of life.
April 21- EASTER DAY
"This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it."
God has indeed raised from the dead the one who was put to death "by
hanging him on a tree." Alleluia! God allows Jesus to appear "to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses" in holy baptism and invites us to eat
and drink at the table of the risen Christ. Alleluia!
April 28 - SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (11:00am worship at Shepherd of the Hills, Tiburon)
In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to
believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard
to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus' victory over death. Because
it is hard to believe, the Lord Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of the holy
communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace. Today a number of
our youth celebrate their Confirmation by affirming their baptisms.

Community Partner Updates:
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come
to the following events:

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) Update:
SAVE THE DATE: This year is the tenth year of our work together as the Marin
Organizing Committee. To celebrate our anniversary and to continue to build
our organization so that we might be more effective in creating the
community we desire, we are having a huge celebration on Sunday, October
27th from 3pm to 5pm. Put this in your calendars now and plan to come.
To continue preparations for this 10 Year Convention we are also hosting an Assembly Toward
Convention on Sunday, June 23rd in the afternoon. This is also open to everyone. Come and
find out what MOC is about and what we’re working on in the community!
There are so many ways to be involved in the work of MOC---from showing up at Town Council
Meetings and attending Leader’s Gatherings to joining an issue group like the Renter Protection
Team. If you’re interested in finding out how you can participate or if you have questions,
please let me know, (pastortomgable@gmail.com).
(MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and
non-profits located throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member
institutions.

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:
Monthly Meditation—Wednesday April 10th from 5:30 - 6:30 pm—First
Presbyterian Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). Cost: Love
Offering at the door (suggested $10-$20 for this event). This month our leader
is Dr. Leili First. Dr. First is a student of Uwaisyi Sufish, and a long-time
member of the International Association of Sufism and the Sufi Women Organization. She has
given lectures on Sufism at colleges and universities and presented at the Annual Sufism
Symposium and Parliament of the World’s Religions. For more information please check out the
Marin Interfaith Council website: www.marinifc.org.
The 20th Annual Prayer Breakfast Fundraiser for Marin Interfaith Council: Wednesday, May 1 st,
8am to 10am at Congregation Kol Shofar—215 Blackfield Drive Tiburon, CA. The theme this year
is “Working at the Crossroads of Interfaith,” and our speakers include Fr. Thomas Bonacci, Rev
Susan Shannon, and Rabbi Henry Shreibman. For more information, and to register, go to
www.marinifc.org.
(MIC) is a respectful collaborative that celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and builds
community. MIC cultivates a community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over thirty
years, MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make Marin a more vibrant
and equitable community.

APRIL 2019 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

READINGS

April 7th

April 14th

Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14—23:56

GREETERS
9:00 AM Blanche Sprague
11:00 AM Jane McKenzie

April 18th & 19th
Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
1 Corinth 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
The Passion of Christ

April 21st
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2,14-24
1 Corinth 15:19-26
Luke 24:1-12

MT – 7p/ GF – 8p

Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31
11am at SOTH

Marie Jacobs

Susan Morrow

Jane McKenzie

Erna Randig

Barbara Bischoff

Katharine Peck

USHER

April 28th

Jane McKenzie

MT / GF

9:00 AM Lorri Reinders
11:00 AM Paul Davis
ACOLYTE
9:00 AM AnnabelleH/HaakonL
11:00 AM
LECTOR
9:00 AM Karen Clinton
11:00 AM Annemarie H

Ron Jacobs

Paul Davis

Lorri R/Rich M

Rick West

Lorri Reinders

Will Peck

Isaiah & Joshua CH

Tom Schmidt

James M & Jacob S

Sasha G /Sophie Z

John Halloran

MT / GF
Dramatic

Betsy McCormick

Dan Watrous

Passion Reading

Passion Readers

Jim Kamphoefner

ALM

MT / GF

9:00 AM Sharon Guy
11:00 AM Betsy McCormick
COMM ASSIST
9:00 AM
11:00 AM Jane McKenzie
SOUND TECH
9:00 AM Jeff Reinders
11:00 AM
COUNTERS
9:00 AM
Kamphoefner
11:00 AM

Kathy Bayler

Sharon Guy

Isai Garcia

Yvonne Weidmann

Susan Morrow

Paul Davis
MT / GF
Carol Zlatunich

Susan Morrow
Erna Randig

Tricia Friedman
MT / GF

Dan Watrous
Bart Saling

John Bischoff

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

COFFEE HOUR
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Worship & Music
Ministry Team

Rebecca Shunk

ALTAR GUILD

Bev/Jane

Bev/Jane

FLOWERS

Cathie Schinski

Linda Dunn

Child CHURCH

Erin Morgan

Bev Kamphoefner

Jeff Reinders

Bart Saling

Kamphoefner

Kamphoefner

Easter Breakfast

Jane McKenzie

Bev/Jane

Bev/Jane

Easter Flowers
Lauren Meisel

Rich Myhre

