
 

 
 

There are a number of exciting and challenging things happening at Marin Lutheran 

Church.  The Holy Spirit is moving among us!  The Council is meeting and working on all 

of them—striving to move us ahead in all of our goals.  In this newsletter you can read 

about and/or get updates on some of those items including: 

 A congregational meeting on Sunday, September 23 at 10:15 am to consider 

painting the exterior of our buildings—page 3 

 A celebration of David Shepard’s ministry among us on Sunday, October 7th—

page 4 

 An update on the search for a new Director of Music Ministries—page 4 

 A Special Joint Worship Service on Sunday, September 30th at 11 am at Shepherd 

of the Hills Lutheran Church in Tiburon—page 5 

 An update from our Community Partners, Marin Interfaith Council and Marin 

Organizing Committee—pages 12-13 

 An update on all our regular ministries that begin again in this month—pages 2, 

6, 7 & 8 

 Summary of our YTD, Jan-August giving—page 11 

Please take some time to read through the articles in this issue related to these exciting 

and challenging ministries. And keep our congregation, leaders, member, friends and 

these ministries in your prayers.  

Peace, 

Pastor Tom 

 

 



 
 
Adult Education 
 
This month there are no scheduled classes on 
Sunday mornings. With all the activities going 
on this fall we are only planning on special 
forums instead of a weekly series. Please 
watch the Sunday bulletin for upcoming 
events. 
 
What we are looking at, (apart from Sunday 
morning), is an early evening (Wednesday) or 
mid-afternoon (Thursday) Bible Study – 
meeting once a week, for four weeks 
beginning in late October.  This would be a 
joint Bible Study with the folks from 
Shepherd of the Hills (SOH).  It would also 
be hosted by SOH as they can provide a flat 
and easily accessible parking lot and a 
comfortable and accessible meeting space. 
Please let me (Pastor Tom) know if you’re 
interested in this opportunity and if you 
have a preference on a meeting time. 
Thanks.  
 

Men’s Bible Study 
 
For the month of September, we will continue 
the study of the book of Ephesians begun last 
month. This fascinating letter is especially 
relevant to our broader context today as Paul, 
the writer, was speaking to a society and 
church struggling with deep divisions.  
We will meet on the last Saturday of 
September—the 29th from 9 am to 10:30 
am.  Please invite other men from the 
congregation and community to come and 
enjoy an important time of spiritual growth 
and fellowship.   

 
 

 Confirmation 

 

We began our fall Confirmation Ministry 

on Sunday, August 26
th
 with our Family 

Potluck. We had a great time catching up 

on our summer activities and learning 

about what’s coming up this fall in 

confirmation class. The schedule for this 

month is below.  

 

Sunday, September 9
th
 from 5 - 7 pm. 

We will begin our exploration of the 

New Testament – reviewing the 

geography of Palestine. Bringing dinner 

this evening is the Dalager family. 

 

Sunday, September 23
rd
 from 5 - 7 pm. 

We will continue our exploration of the 

New Testament, focusing on an 

overview.  Bringing dinner this evening 

is Becky Toft. 

 

High School Youth 
 
In the next few weeks we’ll be planning 
a few events for the fall season. First 
up will be our annual College Care 
Package night. We are also looking at 
bowling and some other events. Please 
follow the worship bulletin 
announcements and next month’s 
newsletter for upcoming events 
dates/times/locations. If you have any 
suggestions please let Will Peck or 
Pastor Tom know.

Children’s Church 
 

On most Sunday mornings during the 9:00am service, immediately  
following the children’s message, our children, ages 3 years through 5th  
grade, are invited to the Community Room to experience their own, “church.”  Our leaders 
share a lesson with them using, a Bible story, a short video, age appropriate group activities, 
fun games and more.  The children return to church in time for Holy Communion. 



Our Church Home to Be Painted! 
 
Council thinks we’d all agree that the exterior of our church home  
is in need of a paint job.  We think there are at least four good 
reasons to proceed at this time:  a) we need to protect our facilities 
and deal with some dry rot that will only get worse, if not dealt with 
at this time, b) all members of the MLC community will be proud to 
see their church home looking fresh, bright and well-maintained,  
c) those living in our Corte Madera neighborhood will also welcome 
a more attractive look at MLC and d) the non-members who come 
to MLC for lessons or group meetings will find MLC much more 
inviting (and remember this amounts to more than 500 individual 
visits every week).  The painting will involve all of our buildings – 
the sanctuary, educational wing and even the shed in back. 
 
We have obtained three different bids for this work and are pursuing one of those right now.  
These three contractors were recommended by an expert in this area.  In addition, MLC’s own 
Kerry Hansen has been assisting with our search and the details.  Thanks, Kerry.  
Representatives from Council plan to meet with the contractor in the near future and sort out 
final questions as they together look over the church exterior.  Council is also pursuing several 
different approaches to the financing of this project. 
 
We are calling for a special congregational meeting on September 23rd, 2018, between 
services, to consider and vote on a Council proposal for this painting project.  The proposal will 
include pricing and the financing of the project.  Note we are not planning to change the current 
paint colors.  We are hopeful that the painting can be completed before the rains arrive this 
winter.  Let us know, if you have questions! 
 

On behalf of Council,   Ross Johnson  
 
Church Council Highlights – August 13, 2018  

 We will meet on Saturday, September 1st over breakfast at Ross Johnson’s home for an 

extended discussion of Council business.  Thanks, in advance, to Ross and Esther for 

their hospitality! 

 Pastor Tom updated the Council on the Search Committee’s progress towards finding a 

successor for David Shepard, who is retiring in early October. 

 Painting our church buildings:  three contractors have submitted bids for painting and 

completing necessary repairs to the exterior surfaces of all the buildings on our property, 

including the storage shed.  Please see Ross Johnson’s article (above) in this newsletter 

for more details.  

 An event for congregational small-group discussions regarding congregational goals will 

be scheduled for this coming October or November.  All are welcome to participate! 

 Council members will be continuing to ask for input from MLC ministry team and 

committee leaders regarding enhancements they would like to see to our church property.  

 Partnering with Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Tiburon:  Please see Pastor 

Tom’s article about plans that are underway for a joint worship service at Shepherd of the 

Hills this fall.   

 The next regularly-scheduled Council meeting will be on Monday, September 10th.    
 

Barbara Allen, Secretary 
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Farewell & 
Godspeed 

 
David Shepard’s final 
Sunday with us as Director 
of Music Ministries will be 
October 7th. 
 

We encourage you to attend 
a service – either at 9:00 0r 
11:00am as we thank David 
for his many years of 
ministry with our church. 
 

Immediately following the 
11:00am service please join 
us for a: 
 

Reception in 
David’s honor! 

 
Hosted by the Choir and 
Worship & Music Ministry 
Team you’ll have the 
opportunity to talk with 
David & personally thank 
him for creating beautiful 
music at Marin Lutheran.  
 

Delicious food and drink 
are an added benefit. 

Update on the Search for a New  
 Director of Music Ministries (DMM) 
 

In the last couple months, we asked Andrei 
Gorchov to be our Interim Choir Director. 
Thankfully he has agreed!  Most of us know 
Andrei from playing flute in worship and from 
conducting the choir a few times over the past 
couple years.  Apart from Sunday mornings, 
Andrei is giving flute lessons and is the Assistant 
Conductor and Programs Administrator of the 
Marin Symphony Youth Orchestra.  We are excited 
that Andrei has agreed to fill in while we search for 
a permanent replacement.  When you see him on a 
Sunday morning, please introduce yourself to him 
and welcome him.  
 
In terms of filling the position of Director of Music 
Ministries, this month will be a busy one as we 
finalize the job description and put together a 
hiring committee.  Working on these efforts are 
John Bischoff—chair of the Staff Congregation 
Relations Committee, Michele Jacobs—chair of the 
Worship and Music Ministry 
Team, Ross  Johnson—President 
of the Congregation, and myself, 
Pastor Tom.  In these deliberations 
and decisions we are also seeking 
input from Council members.  
 
During October we will post the position and begin 
receiving resumes.  Before the end of the year we 
hope to interview candidates.  Sometime in the 
beginning of the new year our new Director will 
begin.  This is our rough timeline. If you have 
questions, comments or suggestions, please let 
John, Michele, Ross, a council member or me 
know. 
  
As we move through the process we will keep you 
informed of our progress through this newsletter. 
Please keep our congregation in your prayers.  
 

Pastor Tom 
 



A Special Joint Worship Service— 

at Shepherd of the Hills in Tiburon! 

   Sunday September 30th at 11 am 
 

Over the last year, as part of the Council’s work related to 

goal #4, (Upgrade our facilities for ministry), we have looked 

into cooperating with Christ Lutheran in Fairfax and 

Shepherd of the Hills in Tiburon.  The question is, are there 

ways in which we might work together that might be mutually 

beneficial?  And, can we be more effective in ministry and 

mission working together?  Towards that end we sent 

correspondence to the leaders of both congregations. (So far, 

we have not met with folks from Christ Lutheran.  We did 

learn, however, that they will hold their final worship service 

at their current location on the last Sunday of November.)  

 

We have gotten together a few times with people from Shepherd of the Hills.  Ross Johnson 

and I have sat down with the congregation on three Sunday afternoons to talk about ministry, 

mission and how we might work together.  Ross has gotten to know the members over these 

visits, and I have been able to renew relationships.  We are excited for how the Spirit might 

lead us to work together in ministry.  One of the first things we decided was for us to get to 

know one another—for the members of MLC to get to know the members of SOH. 

 

So, we have planned a special joint worship service for Sunday, September 30
th

 at 11:00am at 

Shepherd of the Hills in Tiburon.  On that day both congregations are invited to meet at SOH 

for a traditional Lutheran worship service.  I will preach, our choir will lead the singing and 

share an anthem, and their musician will play the organ.  Following worship there will be a 

special fellowship time.  Our hope is to get a good group to attend this worship service as we 

begin getting to know one another.  

 

For those who may not know, Shepherd of the Hills is located 4.5 miles from MLC at 9 

Shepherd Way (off Trestle Glen Blvd) in Tiburon.  They have a large and flat parking lot with 

2 handicap spots located near the entrance.  The narthex and sanctuary are all on the same 

level as the parking lot.  For those who need transportation from MLC to SOH we will provide 

it.  There will be a signup sheet in our narthex for those coming to the service and for those 

who need a ride.  

 

Again, I am very excited at the potential for joint ministry between MLC and SOH.  The 

beginning is getting to know one another and to see how the Holy Spirit leads us in this 

endeavor.  Please make plans to come to the service on 9/30 at 11 am at SOH.  If you have 

any questions, please let me, Pastor Tom, or our Council President, Ross Johnson, know.  

 

Thank you,  

Pastor Tom 



Live Courageously! 
 

Live Courageously is the theme for our stewardship emphasis this year 

– the fourth year of our “Live” series, based on 1 Timothy 6:18-19, 

“Take hold of the life that really is life.”  Courage is something most 

of us value, aspire to, but what is its connection to stewardship?  

That is something we, with your help, will be exploring this fall.  Just 

a few things that will happen during our stewardship emphasis: 
 

 Hearts of Courage!  In October, you will see the “Stewardship Tree” make its 

reappearance.   We have used it for several programs in past years.  We will ask you to 

write examples of courage – using words or short phrases – on hearts that will be put 

on the tree.  These can be, but need not necessarily be connected to faith, stewardship 

or giving. 

 We will also be asking people for personal reflections on courage that they have 

witnessed, experienced or been inspired by.  Our goal is to put together a small booklet 

with these reflections that can be shared with everyone. 

 Sunday, November 19 is Stewardship Celebration Sunday, where in worship we will 

have the opportunity to “courageously” bring forward our estimates of our financial 

commitment to Marin Lutheran for 2019.  We will welcome a guest preacher, the Rev. 

Robert McClellan from Westminster Presbyterian Church, and of course we will have a 

celebratory luncheon following the 11am worship service. (More to come about how 

we will Live Courageously during the lunch.) 
 

Courage, with a capital C, has been a frequent topic in the media this past week, following the 

death of Senator John McCain.  I believe we all have our own stories of courage to tell each 

other.  A couple images that come to my mind are:  

1. A young, newlywed couple leaving their families to embark on a converted navy 

transport ship headed to a foreign mission field on the other side of the world in the 

1940’s, at a time when travel back and forth was not easy or routine. 

2. A new widow with 5 kids under the age of 12 moving her family to a rundown, crime 

ridden city neighborhood to be the first to begin rehabbing the area.   
 

I look forward to hearing many of your stories of living courageously. 
 

Jim Kamphoefner  
 

 

Pastor Lyle Beckman Retires as Night Minister of  

 San Francisco Night Ministry! 
 

“It’s been an honor to serve these 14 years, first as an Assistant 

Night Minister, then as Night Minister beginning January 2007.  

On August 31, 2018, I retire joining with my colleagues Chuck Lewis and Don Fox as one of the 

Night Ministers Emeriti.  I’m looking forward to spending time with family and pursuing other 

opportunities as they present themselves in the future.” 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Pastor Lyle on the occasion of his retirement and we wish him 

God’s continued blessing as he steps into new adventures!  



Marin Lutheran Church Women, WELCA   
 

Circle Bible Study:  September 6th at 10:00am in the conference room.  

 Our group study resumes following the summer break with,  

Repentance, turning to God time after time.  

 This fall’s Bible study focuses on the theme of repentance.   

What does it mean to repent, and why is repentance in the life  

of Christian faith?   All are welcome.  
 

Serve & Share:  September 20th from 10:00am to 12noon in the conference room.   We work 

on our quilts and enjoy socializing.  Everyone welcome to join us. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 October 4th  Bible study & arranging quilts for blessing on the 7th (Note: this year we 

will only display a token number of quilts  as the 7th promises to be a busy Sunday 

with Godspeed and Blessing for David.) 

 October 11th   Meet at 9am?   Final packing of quilts for transport to the In Gathering 

on the 13th.  The beginning leg of their journey to who knows what corner of the 

world. 
 

Visit www.gathermagazine.org for updates 

Questions?  Jane McKenzie 1.415.479.8971 or jane_mck@prodigy.net  

 

Outreach 
 

Due to unforeseen circumstances 

(renovations) at the mystery 

destination, the Mystery Bus Tour  

is being postponed.  The Outreach 

team will continue to work on this, and 

in the meantime they’ve simply added 

an additional mystery – WHEN it will be 

scheduled. 
 

Pictorial Directories are a great way  

to become familiar with our church 

family.  It also helps newcomers 

identify folks in the church. Please 

make every effort to schedule a 

portrait session: September 13 & 14 

from 12noon to 7:00pm and Sept 15 

from 10:00am to 5:00pm. 
 

Our Outreach team is charge of the 

reception area for the portraits – they 

will make sure someone is here to greet 

you when you arrive. 

Fellowship 
 

A crowd favorite: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 13th 

3:30 – 7:00pm 
 

Cost: $15 early bird / $20 at the door 

 Children under 12 are free 
 

Sign-up sheet posted in the narthex! 
 

Delicious food / fun music / great beer 

fantastic people – don’t miss it! 

 
Marin Lutheran 

http://www.gathermagazine.org/
mailto:jane_mck@prodigy.net


Worship in September 
 

September 2 
Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, 

while the essence of God's law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from 

external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus 

told us "the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life." Now James 

says God has given us birth by the word of truth. We, having been washed in 

the word when we were born in the font, return to it every Sunday to ask God 

to create in us clean hearts. 
 

September 9 
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor 

with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his 

first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today's gospel. Was he testing her 

faith in saying Gentiles don't deserve the goods meant for God's children? Or was 

he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she 

took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows 

no partiality. Everyone who brings her or his need to Jesus is received with equal 

honor as a child and heir. 
 

September 16 
Three weeks ago we heard John's gospel's version of Peter's 

confession of faith. This week we hear Mark's version, when 

Peter says, "You are the Messiah." In John, the stumbling 

block is Jesus' invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of 

the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus' 

words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself 

stumbles over Jesus' words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of "messiah") in Mark only on the 

way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross. 
 

September 23 
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples 

quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be 

great is to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them an actual 

flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the particular children God 

puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give 

them a place of honor in the assembly. 
 

September 30 
Someone is casting out demons in Jesus' name who isn't part of Jesus' own 

circle, and the disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did 

to Moses about the elders who prophesied without official authorization. Like 

Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done 

in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around 

Jesus' word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn't do it, 

by people we can't keep tabs on. 
 

Special Note: The 11:00am service on September 30th will be held at Shepherd of the Hills, Tiburon.  

(9:00am service will be held at Marin Lutheran as usual.)  You are invited/encouraged to join us at 

Shepherd of the Hills for this service.  Let us know if you plan to come.  Rides will be arranged for 

any that need them. 



Social Action  by Sandy Seeger 
 

On behalf of Ritter Center and all the families  
benefitting from our recent Back to School  
Backpack drive, the Social Action Ministry  
Team would like to thank all who made this  
effort so successful.  Originally, the team planned to donate 72 
packs along with the collection of school supply items from 
church members and VBS attendees.  We were overwhelmed 
with the response.  Not only were there way more backpacks in 
the final tally but some were already stuffed with supplies.  We 
delivered 3 full bins of school supplies along with the backpacks 
to a very grateful Ritter Center team who distributes the packs to 
needy families who registered their request with schools and 
other agencies throughout Marin County. 
 

Each month, MLC provides a nourishing dinner and breakfast 
for the guests at the Mill Street Adult Homeless Shelter in San 
Rafael.  This worthy effort continues every month throughout 
the year.  This ministry becomes even more important as this 
year marks the end of the REST program and the county works 
to figure out how to meet the needs of our homeless adults and 
families in the future.  The list requesting volunteers for the 
needed items (casseroles, vegetables, milk, cereals, desserts, etc.) 
is posted in the narthex.  The SA team provides the foil casserole 
pans for volunteers who need them (stored in kitchen closet).  
We join the efforts of other churches and agencies to provide 

meals every night of the year.  Our date 
is the third Thursday of the month.  The 
team also acknowledges the faithful 
delivery routine of Joe O’Neill each 
month.  Please consider joining this very 
important and appreciated service effort 
by our church and sign up when you can. 

 

This is a SAVE the DATE notice for our annual Family House 
renovation project.  For many years, one of MLC ‘s important 
outreach projects has been to schedule an inside/outside 
maintenance and renovation work party for this shelter (the  
only shelter for homeless families in our area).  We first do a  
site visit and needs assessment of the facility and seek input 
from the families and staff to assure that our project addresses 
the critical needs of the shelter.  This year, our project will be on 
Friday, October 26 and Saturday, October 27.  We hope you will 
mark your calendars and join us whenever you can for this very 
worthwhile and satisfying project.   

SEPTEMBER 
 

Birthdays 
 

1st 

Kevin Hansen 

Amelia Shunk 
 

3rd 

Jenny Church 

Bridget Bergman 
 

9th 

9 Emma Conneely 
 

12th 

 Bev Kamphoefner 
 

16th 

Erna Randig 

Mia Lacy 
 

19th 

Pr. Renée Geiger 
 

22nd 

Alfred Schmidt 
 

27th  

Rod Marymor 
 

26th  

Kathy Bayler 
 

30th 

Tom Schmidt 
 

Anniversaries 
 

10th 

Susan & Rick West 
 

22nd 

Cheri & Michael 

Houts 
 

Michele & Jeff 

Jacobs 
 

25th 

Ann & Rod Marymor 
 

29th 

Cathy & Jim 

Bedilion 
 

Barbara & John 

Bischoff 



 VBS WRAP & THANK YOU! 
 

   A successful, fun-filled week at MLC’s,  

   Rolling River Rampage. 
 

24 rafters, ages 3 ½ through the 5th grade enjoyed 5 mornings  

of music, Bible stories, science, crafts, snacks & games! 
 

There are so many people to thank and it’s important for us to  

acknowledge those involved in making this a great week. 
 

Master decorator: Cheri Houts, with some help from Bev K. 

Carpenter: Michael Houts – built the fishing hut 
 

Music Team: Robert Allen, Kathy Bayler, Jim Kamphoefner, Melissa Muller, Rod Seeger 

Ollie (the purple otter): John Halloran 

AV: Alex Smith 
 

Bible Study Leaders: Pastor Tom, Mary Creigh Houts, Becky Toft 

Snack Leaders: Barbara Allen, Sandy Seeger 

Science Leaders: Joanna West, Lorri Reinders 

Craft Leaders: Susan Morrow, Tricia Freidman, Barbara Bischoff 

Game Leaders: John Halloran, Alex Smith 

 

River Guides:  
 3 ½ - 4 y/o: Sophie Stankus, Annabelle Halloran 

 K – 1st gr: Ellery Stankus, Giorgia Stankus, Sophie Dalager 

 2nd – 3rd gr: James Myhre, Hana Field 

 4th – 5th gr: Mia Lacy, Joshua Clark-Hexter 
 

Staff Snack Providers: Judy Rossbach, Doris Klein 

Props: Rich Myhre, Cathie Schinski, Seegers 
 

Director: Pastor Tom, with some help from Bev Kamphoefner 
 

Furniture moving: Will Peck, Michele Peck, Paul Davis, Jim Bedilion, Ron Jacobs, Rob Zlatunich, 

Rod Seeger, Pastor Tom and others we’re sure we’re not remembering. 
 

Picnic:  MANY volunteers provided delicious food for the potluck. Special mention goes to Ross 

Johnson, Jim Kamphoefner, Sandy Seeger, Celestina Paredes, Susan Morrow, Jane McKenzie and 

the Lacy family for their help with set up and clean up. 
 

Donations were received from individuals to help defray the cost of VBS.  $495 was received for 

the VBS mission project which pays for 16+ ceramic water filters and lots of school supplies for 

Ritter Center’s back-to-school program were collected.  Thank you! 
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Giving Snapshot 

 
 

We hope that everyone takes some time to study the above graph of our year-to-date giving. 

 Each month the red (leftmost) bar represents our actual giving in 2018. 

 The blue (middle bar) is our budgeted giving, and the green (right) bar tracks our giving 

from last year, 2017. 
 

Summary 

 Every month but one, March, the red bar falls below the blue bar (in July they are even), 

meaning that we have fallen short of our giving plan in six of eight months. 

 In June and August that shortfall was considerable, accounting for $12,967, or 61% of 

the YTD deficit of $21,203. (The total shortfall is 6% of our annual giving budget). 

 Equally or more significant is that we are below our giving from last year by $14,512, a 

drop of 7%.  May is the only month we topped our gifts from last year. 
 

Going forward 

 Our leadership will be taking a close look at this to see if we can determine the reason(s) 

for this shortfall, and work to turn those around. 

 We ask that you also carefully look at this as well as your support for Marin Lutheran.  

Are you behind with your commitment?  Can you increase your giving? Can you make a 

special gift in support of the church?  If there are any concerns/joys you’d like to talk 

about, please contact Pastor Tom or Ross Johnson. 
 

Most importantly, we are a church that values community, and we are confident that we will 

continue to share God’s ministry, inside and outside our walls TOGETHER! 



Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, 

healing and renewal to people whose lives have 

been disrupted by disasters in the United States 

and around the world. When the dust settles and 

the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing 

assistance to those in need. 
 

How We Work:  We are a church that is a 

catalyst, convener and bridge builder. Lutheran Disaster Response collaborates with other 

disaster response organizations and religious entities in the United States and around the world. 

This enables the greatest stewardship of resources and maximum impact of response. We are a 

welcome partner because we respect the perspectives and strengths of others.  

 

We recognize that every disaster is local. Because of this, we believe every response needs to be 

rooted in the community; we work to accompany that community from immediate relief through 

long-term recovery. In our international work we partner closely with companion churches and 

other Lutheran and ecumenical relief agencies to make sure local needs are being addressed and 

met. In the United States, we work through our extensive affiliate network and other partners to 

address these same concerns.  
 

ELCA Disaster Response is the Sierra Pacific Synod’s 2nd Mile Ministry in Sept (giving above 

and beyond to support vital ministries).  By making a donation to Disaster Response, you may be 

helping the relief efforts in any number of areas such as: Refugee crisis in Angola, Humanitarian 

& medical aid in Gaza, 

Wildfires in California, 

Flooding in Kerala, 

India, Hurricane relief 

in Hawaii and Flooding 

occurring right now  

in the Midwest. 
 
 

Community Partner Updates: 
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come 
to the following events:  
 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and 

non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and non-profits located 
throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power 
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders 
from member institutions. The leaders identify, research and respond to the 

economic, social and political pressures facing their families, neighborhoods, communities and 
institutions in Marin County. This response takes the form of collective public action. 
 

Tuesday, September 11 at 5:30 pm in the Board chamber of the Marin County Civic Center. The 
Board has scheduled a public workshop on just cause for eviction. Please come out to show 
your supervisor your support for tenant rights. Be a part of the MOC contingent at the 
meeting—we will meet beforehand under the civic center entry way (nearest the post office), at 
5 pm.  

      Medical team in Gaza                   California wildfires                    Flooding in Kerala 
From Agusta Victoria Hospital            Over 40 active fires            1 million people displaced 



 
As background, the Board plans to consider a policy that would require a clear reason – called 
just cause – before a tenant can be evicted from rental housing. Just cause has been studied as 
part of a larger series of affordable housing and tenant protection measures the Board has 
been working on since late 2015. Those measures reflect the growing housing crisis in Marin as 
well as the County’s interest in advancing social equity through its policies and programs. Just 
cause policies typically are created as a tool to address tenant displacement in low-vacancy 
rental markets like Marin’s. 
 
At a June 2018 workshop on fair housing and historical segregation patterns in Marin County, 
the Board decided to consider just cause later in the summer. Housing measures already 
approved and in place now are source of income protection for tenants, mandatory mediation 
for tenant-landlord dispute resolution, and partnerships to encourage landlords to rent to 
those who need shelter the most. All the measures only affect housing in the unincorporated 
parts of Marin; towns and cities create their own housing policies. For more information, 
checkout the County’s Community Development webpage: 
https://www.marincounty.org/depts/cd/divisions/housing/affordable-housing/just-cause   
 

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) is a respectful collaborative that 

celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and builds community. MIC 
cultivates a community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over thirty 
years, MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make 
Marin a more vibrant and equitable community. 
 

Monthly Meditation—Wednesday September 12th from 5:30 - 6:30 pm—First Presbyterian 
Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). Cost: Love Offering at the door (suggested $15-
$20 for this event). This month the leader is: Steve Listug from Unity In Marin. This month will 
be a special end of summer rhythmic meditative practice for everyone. The drum circle serves 
as a tool for unity where we empower each other and celebrate life through rhythm. All levels 
of musical expertise are invited to share their rhythmical spirit with a variety of percussion 
instruments. Steve will bring 20 fabulous congas, African drums and more. So, if you do not 
have your own drum, one will be provided for you!! If you have a drum or an extra drum, bring 
that too! If you would like to just listen or dance to the music, please join us! This is an evening 
for the entire family! Please RSVP at the MIC website if you plan to come so we know how 
many instruments to bring. 
 
Love Lives in Marin, (an initiative of Marin Interfaith Council), nurtures a 
positive, welcoming environment in Marin, and cultivates a culture of 
love throughout the county that reshapes our public discourse. Love 
Lives in Marin aspires to rise above the fray and speak with and for 
those whose voices are over-shadowed and marginalized. We seek to 
create an inclusive community where everyone is welcome. To find out 
more about this initiative and to view the most recent newsletter, see 
the website, https://www.marinifc.org/love-lives-marin.  
 
 

https://www.marincounty.org/main/county-press-releases/press-releases/2017/cda-fairhousing-032117
https://www.marincounty.org/depts/cd/divisions/housing/dispute-resolution
https://www.marincounty.org/main/county-press-releases/press-releases/2016/cda-landlords-092916
https://www.marincounty.org/depts/cd/divisions/housing/affordable-housing/just-cause
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07efl2976v87c9b481&llr=nmfrqxcab
https://www.marinifc.org/love-lives-marin


SEPTEMBER 2018 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 September 2nd September 9th September 16th September 23rd September 30th 

 READINGS 

Deut 4:1-2, 6-9 

Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 

21-23 

Isaiah 5:4-7a 

Psalm 146 
James 2:1-10, 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 116:1-9 

James :1-12 

Mark 8:27-38 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 

Psalm 54 

James 3:1-4:3, 7-8a 

Mark 9:30-37 

Numbers 11:4-6, 

10-16, 24-29 

Psalm 19:7-14 

James 5:13-20 

Mark 9:38-50 

GREETERS      

9:00 AM Barbara Bischoff Cheri Houts Sandy Seeger Marie Jacobs MC Houts 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Cathy Bedilion Erna Randig Jane McKenzie  

      

USHER      

9:00 AM Tom Schmidt Michael Houts Rich Myhre Ron Jacobs Lorri Reinders 

11:00 AM Will Peck Rick West Jenna Garcia Lorri Reinders  

      

ACOLYTE      

9:00 AM  Jacob S / Joshua CH AnnabelleH/HaakonL Mia L / Ellery S Ellery & Giorgia S 

11:00 AM      

      

LECTOR      

9:00 AM Tom Schmidt Rebecca Shunk John Halloran Tamara Stocker Ray Gergus 

11:00 AM Will Peck Tricia Freidman Kerry Hansen Jeff Reinders  

      

ALM      

9:00 AM  Susan Morrow Sharon Guy Kathy Bayler Sharon Guy 

11:00 AM Paul Davis Betsy McCormick Isai Garcia Paul Davis  

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:00 AM Barbara Bischoff    Emily Rosendahl 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Tricia Friedman Erna Randig Tricia Friedman  

      

SOUND TECH      

9:00 AM John Bischoff Dan Watrous Dan Watrous Bart Saling John Bischoff 

11:00 AM Kerry Hansen Bart Saling Kerry Hansen Jeff Reinders  

      

COUNTERS      

9:00 AM Roy Davis 
Kamphoefner 

Kerry & Colleen 

Hansen 

Jeff & Lorri 

Reinders 
Kamphoefner 

11:00 AM Kamphoefner 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:00 AM Mary Creigh 

Houts 
Carol Zlatunich 

Fellowship 

Ministry Team 
Sharon Guy Lorraine Loo 

11:00 AM 

      

ALTAR GUILD Bev K / Jane M Bev K / Jane M Bev K / Jane M Bev K / Jane M Bev K / Jane M 

      

FLOWERS Grams/Pahmeyer Gergus Qvistgaard Baylers Reinders 

      

Child CHURCH NO CC MC Houts Lauren Meisel Rich Myhre Travis Theobald 

 


