
 

 
A couple weeks ago members and friends of MLC along with myself took part in a walk from 

St. Vincent de Paul’s (SVDP) Free Dining Room to the steps of St. Raphael’s in downtown San 

Rafael.  It was a procession like the one that took place ten years ago when the REST (Rotating 

Emergency Shelter Team) program began.  For most of that time our Social Action Ministry 

Team has been coordinating the feeding of women at the Wellness Center once or twice a 

month during the REST season—November through April.  So many of you have participated 

at one time or another over the years.  I am so grateful to the leadership of Social Action for 

getting us involved.  I’m also thankful that so many of us were able to help prepare, deliver and 

serve the meals.  It has been a blessing for us and hopefully for those who were able to eat a 

delicious hot meal and spend the night in a warm, safe place. REST has been a tangible way to 

help those in need in our community; we have been able to connect with our neighbors through 

sharing a meal together.  We will miss the ministry, the people. 

 

The walk together last month from SVDP to St. Raphael’s, organized by the Marin Organizing 

Committee (MOC)—of which we are a member, was not only a way to celebrate REST, but also 

an announcement of a new venture (which will replace REST) between Homeward Bound and 

SVDP.  The guiding philosophy of this new venture is called “Housing First.”  We closed the 

procession and announcement with a call on our community partners and elected leaders to 

continue funding this new effort as they have previously provided resources for REST. (If you’d 

like more information, see the article from the Marin IJ:  http://www.marinij.com/general-

news/20180417/funding-sought-for-new-approach-to-marin-homeless ) 

 

Again, thank you for your participation over the 

years, and please keep our neighbors in need in 

prayer. 

 

Peace, 

 Tom 

 

http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20180417/funding-sought-for-new-approach-to-marin-homeless
http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20180417/funding-sought-for-new-approach-to-marin-homeless


Worship in May 
 

May 6, SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
This Sunday's image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of 

friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John's 

gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the 

essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality 

of the relationship into which Christ invites us.  

 

May 13, ASCENSION OF OUR LORD  
In today's gospel the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are 

assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. 

The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus; we find his 

presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too 

long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 

 
May 20, DAY OF PENTECOST 
On the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, through whom and in 

whom the people of God are created and re-created. Pentecost is sometimes 

called the church's birthday, but might more appropriately be called its 

baptism day, since the gift of the Spirit is the fullness of baptism. The Spirit 

is at work in the most intimate and personal way, praying in us when we do 

not know how to pray. 

 
May 27, THE HOLY TRINITY  
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who 

God is beyond, before, and after the universe: that there is community 

within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul's words today. 

When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate 

parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and God 

the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him. 
 

 

Below are additional pictures of the MOC event “Housing First” on April 17th. 
 

        
   Walking from SVDP Dining Room                Gathering at St. Raphael’s              Pastor Tom addressing the attendees    



Former Intern, Zach Courter will Visit MLC 
 

We heard recently from Zach Courter, who had served as an intern at 

MLC three years ago.  He and his wife, Rachel (also an ELCA pastor), 

are both serving as Lutheran missionaries in Budapest, Hungary.  They 

live in Budapest, but also serve in Serbia.  Rachel coordinates the Young 

Adults in Global Mission program for Central Europe; this is a program of 

the ELCA.  Zach also helps with this program and serves as well with the 

City Park Lutheran Church in Budapest.  Zach and Rachel are enthusiastic about their message 

– “…to help share the good news of God’s love with all people, and help them see that God is 

calling them to live into this love.  This love is one that God freely gives all people….”  What 

interesting lives they are living in Budapest! 
 

The MLC Council has arranged with Zach to visit MLC when they are in the Bay Area this 

spring.  He will be here May 20th and will both preach and be responsible for the adult education 

session between services.  He’ll share with us their work in Hungary and Serbia and also 

describe the Young Adults in Global Mission program.  The program helps shape the next 

generation of leaders in the US, working with young adults who will go on to careers in many 

different areas, including business, science, agriculture, and the ministry.  The program is 

encouraging them – training them – to see the world thru a lens of faith that allows them to see 

their impact on the world. 
 

Please join us on May 20th to hear more from Zach about their ministry in Central Europe.  

We’re also organizing a group from MLC to enjoy a meal with Zach after the 11:00 service (at 

about 12:30); let us know if you’d like to join the group.  You can also learn more about the work 

of Zach and Rachel online (go to: https://zachandrachel.wordpress.com/.)  
 

 Ross Johnson 

 

Church Council Highlights - April 2018  
 

 Council met on Monday, April 9. 
 

 Town Hall:  Sunday, May 6, between the worship services.  Council will update the 

congregation on our ongoing work related to the congregational goals and other Council 

activities.  There will be ample time for questions from the congregation. 
 

 We see the space at Marin Lutheran as a resource for our community of Corte Madera and 

Marin County.  Council is reviewing MLC’s policy for outside groups using our space.  

Inquiries by some interested individuals and groups have recently been brought to our 

attention.   
 

 This month, Council began reviewing what MLC’s Constitution has to say about the 

congregational Ministry Teams and Committees.  Are the descriptions of these groups’ 

responsibilities in the Constitution still relevant to us as a congregation today?  The Council 

will seek input from the Chairs of the Committees and the Leaders of the Ministry Teams as 

we continue our discussion. 
 

 The Council will meet twice in May.  Our regularly-scheduled meeting is on Monday, May 

14th and we will gather for an additional meeting on the morning of Saturday, May 19th.    
 

Barbara Allen, Secretary 

https://zachandrachel.wordpress.com/


Education  
 
Adult Education 

 

This month, on May 6th we begin with a Town Hall Meeting / Update from the 

Congregation Council on our congregational goals and the work /progress we’ve  

made in the first five months of the year.  Come, share your thoughts and raise your 

questions.  

 

We’ll also continue, on the second Sunday in the series we began a 

couple months ago entitled, “Faithful Citizen: Living Responsibly 

in a Global Society.”  This series is a multi-media resource that will 

assist us in moving beyond individual concerns and act 

responsibly for the common good.  Faithful Citizen addresses the 

interlocking global challenges of economics, ecology, security, and 

health. 

 

The rest of the month we’ll hear from our former Parish Student, Zach Courter on his 

work in Eastern Europe over the last couple years with the ELCA’s Young Adults in 

Global Missions.  The final week we’ll broaden the discussion we’ve held with our 11 

am worshiping community.   

 

Upcoming Sunday Morning Adult Education Schedule: 
  

Date Topic Leader/Location 

5/6 
MLC Town Hall Meeting / Update on Congregational 

Goals 

Council Members / 

Sanctuary 

5/13 
Faithful Citizen: #5A: Global Health: A Common Interest 

in Healthy Lives 

Pastor Tom / 

Community Room 

5/20 
Forum with Zach Courter / Young Adults in Global 

Mission 

Zach Courter / 

Community Room 

5/27 MLC Forum Discussion on the 11 am Worship Service 
Worship & Music 

MT / Sanctuary 

6/3 MLC Semi-annual Congregational Meeting / NO CLASS 
MLC Officers / 

Sanctuary 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

 

Last month we finished our study in the Gospel of Mark, using the material, God’s Will 

for Life. With Memorial Day weekend this month and the National Youth Gathering 

next (June), we will halt our study this month and next.  Please look to the bulletin 

announcements and the upcoming newsletter to see whether we’ll begin again in July 

or August.  
 



Youth Education  

 

Children 

 

On Saturday, May 5
th
 from 1:00 to 2:00pm, we will hold a 

class on Holy Communion for our children, ages 4 years 

through 5
th
 grade.  Please bring your children to the Parish 

Hall for a 1:00pm start.  If you have not as yet let us know 

that your kids will be attending, please let the church office 

know ASAP. 

 

The first hour will be led by Pastor Tom and Michele Jacobs and will focus on 

increasing our children’s understanding of Communion for their age.  During the 

second hour, Pastor Tom and Jim Kamphoefner will lead different activities for the 

kids, including bread baking.  

 

 

Confirmation Ministry 

 

Our Confirmation Ministry Continues this month:    

o Sunday, May 6
th
 from 5:00pm to 7pm—we will explore    

the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion  

o Sunday, May 20
th
 from 5pm to 7pm—we will explore 

Daily Prayer.  

 

We thank Rebecca Shunk (May 6) and the Dalager family (May 

20) for providing dinner for these classes. 

 

 

ELCA National Youth Gathering:  

 

The ELCA National Youth Gathering is being held this summer from June 

26
th
 – July 1

st
 in Houston, TX.  We are partnering with St. Mark’s 

Lutheran Church in SF and together have 5 youth and two adults 

attending. 

 

The youth from Marin Lutheran are, Isaiah Clark-Hexter, Mia Lacy 

and Sophie Zlatunich, accompanied by Pastor Tom.  As they continue to 

prepare for this trip, we ask that you keep them in your prayers.   

 

Thank you so much for supporting our trip by coming to the Chili Dinner in March, 

supporting the Easter Brunch and your cash gifts.  Stay tuned for more opportunities.  

    



MAY CELEBRATIONS 
 

Birthdays  

 

3 Gisela Niedzwetzki 

6 Lorri Reinders  

10 Josephine Chan  

11 Joanna Hansen 

15 Lois Errante 

17 Michele Jacobs 

 Jonathan Bayler 

22 Travis Theobald 

24 Roy Davis 

27 Rich Myhre 

28 Brian Houts 

 Luke Zlatunich 

30 Yvonne Weidmann 

 Ryder Field 

 

Anniversaries 

 

12 Karen & Ted Peters 

21 Rebecca & Rick Shunk 

 Paul Davis & Betsy McCormick 

31 Sandy & Rod Seeger 
 

 

Baptism 
 

On Mother’s Day, May 13th at the 

11:00am service, we will celebrate the 

baptism of Ella Grace Hutchinson.  

Keep this child of God, her parents, 

Courtney & TJ and grandparents, Cathy & Jim 

Bedilion in your prayers as they prepare for 

this wonderful occasion. 
 

 

Congratulations 
 

We wish God’s blessing on Annie (Schmidt) 

and Chris Larsson who were married on April 

15th at beautiful Deer 

Park Villa.  A little rain 

did not dampen their 

festivities one bit!  May 

their marriage be filled 

with love, laughter and 

lots of adventures. Tom 

and Susan are thrilled 

to welcome Chris to 

their family.  

With Sympathy 
 

Our long time member and dear friend, 

Dorothy Walters, passed away on April 9th. 

Very active in our church, we were not able  

to see her often following her move to Spring 

Lake Village in Santa Rosa, but she kept in 

touch with folks here and always wanted to 

hear news of everybody. 

 

A Celebration of Life will be 

held for Dorothy.  Her family 

regrets that they cannot extend 

an open invitation to everyone, 

but Dorothy’s circle of friends 

was vast and there are space 

limitations.  They know our 

thoughts and prayers are with 

them. 

 

If you would like to give a memorial gift, her 

family writes:  “Dorothy was always very 

generous in ensuring that employees providing 

services to the residents of Spring Lake 

Village, and to the staff of Cedars of Marin 

(where her granddaughter Amy resides) were 

recognized for their hard work.  Please 

consider two employee funds in making 

memorial gifts.  On the memo line please 

write: ‘In memory of Dorothy Walters’” 

 

Spring Lake Village (SLV) Employee 

Appreciation Fund 
Attn: Lisa Coats, Accounting 

5555 Montgomery Drive 

Santa Rosa, CA  95409 

 

Cedars Staff Annual Fund 
Attn: Jeanne Lipson 

P.O. Box 947 

Ross, CA  94957 

(Make Checks Payable: Cedars Family 

Association) 
 

 

Sanctuary Flowers  
 

There are many Sundays open to provide the 

flowers for the sanctuary.  Please look at the 

flower chart and sign-up for any available 

week.  Thank you! 
 



Marin Lutheran Church Women 
 

Bible Study:  Thursday, May 3, 2018   All are welcome.  Our invitation 
can reflect the hospitality of Jesus.  Meet in the church conference room 
at 10:00am for Bible Study and fellowship.  

 

Serve and Share:  Thursday, May 17th at 10:00am.  We resume our quilting ministry.  Last 
month we had 6 helpers and tied a total of 8 quilts.  We are thankful for all the donations of 
fabric, sheets, thread, batting and support.  THANK YOU!  All are welcome. 

 

June, July & August – NO Bible Study, however we have plans for a picnic outdoors, maybe on 
the patio at church and perhaps have a guest do the summer study from our Gather magazine.  
Our plans are in the discovery stage and we welcome your feedback. 
 

Questions?  Jane McKenzie 1.415.479.8971 or jane_mck@prodigy.net  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 10th 

 

Following the late service 
our church grounds will turn 

into a picnic site. 
 

Come for 
FOOD, FUN, FELLOWSHIP 

 

Stay tuned for details. 

CHURCH 

Join Us! 

mailto:jane_mck@prodigy.net


Social Action Ministry Team News 
 
Mill Street 

On May 17th, MLC will be participating in the monthly prep and 

delivery of dinner for the clients of Mill St. Adult Shelter in San 

Rafael.  Each day of the month, various churches and community 

organizations provide a nourishing dinner and breakfast for about 54 homeless adults at the center.  

MLC has been an active participant in this program for over 25 years.  We have a wonderful group of 

church members who are faithful supporters of this monthly project but we welcome “newbies” to 

join in this important service to our community.  Sign-up sheets are posted in the narthex each month 

and Joe O’Neill transports the supplies on the 3rd Thursday of every month. 

 

Food Barrels 

At the end of April/May, SA will be sponsoring a food bank drive (one of 4 during the year) in 

support of the SF Food Bank.  Also, this will include a separate collection for food insecure students 

at PLTS.  They have a well-used food pantry to help disadvantaged students with their food and 

personal care needs.  We hope you will join us in supporting this outreach effort. 

 

Burritos 

On Saturday, 4/14, MLCs crack burrito making team repeated their spectacular performance of last 

year on behalf of the adults and children at Family House Shelter and Voyager Carmel:  100+ 

premium breakfast burritos in less than an hour (this 

includes prep, clean up).  We had several customers 

who could hardly wait for the completed product!  

What an amazing team effort – every project needs this 

kind of assembly line!  A BIG thank you to Faith 

Mooney, Cheri Houts, Judy Rossbach, Mary Creigh 

Houts, Sue Southgate, Cathie Schinski, Marsha 

Peterson, Blanche Sprague, Cathy and Jim Bedilion.  

 

Rwanda School Project 

At our monthly SA meeting in April, we heard from a very special guest, Robin Strickler who heads 

the Rwanda School Project.  She gave a wonderful, compelling and very personal report on the 

school and its present, past and future.  Highlights include: 

 In 2018, they have 185 students (85% boarders, rest are day students) 

 80% of students are pursuing additional education and training beyond high school 

 Future plans include: 

 developing a computer lab (now have internet access), increasing student’s computer and 

math skills 

 establishing and advanced program dedicated to environmental studies (best practices in 

agriculture, commerce, ecology 

 establishing an institutional coaching team to develop and enhance teaching skills for the 

permanent teaching staff 

 Robin is retiring in a year.  Currently, the transition and interviewing process is helping to 

identify priorities, future goals, needed leadership qualities 

 Being blessed with many international volunteers from renowned colleges/universities.  Their 

research, projects, programs are of great benefit to the school. 
 

 Sandy Seeger 

Some 
of the monthly 

food items for Mill St. 



Vacation Bible School – 2018 

 

 

REGISTER YOUR KIDS NOW! 

 

FOR:  Rolling River Rampage 

 

WHEN:  August 6
th
 – 10

th
  

 9:00am – 12noon 

 

WHO: Ages 3 ½ through  

 5
th
 grade 

 

COST: $70 for 1
st
 child / $60 for 

each sibling 

 

Registration forms available at 

church or at: 

http://www.marinlutheran.org/learn/

children/vacation-bible-school/  

 

Questions? 415-924-3782 x 10 

 

As we gear up, we are now 

looking for VOLUNTEERS, both 

adults and youth. 

 

Youth volunteers are needed as 

leaders for each group of campers, 

to assist with activities, to help 

with the opening program each 

morning and to be role models for 

the kids attending VBS! 

 

Adult volunteers are needed to 

staff the activity centers: Bible 

Stories, Snacks, Crafts, Games, 

Science as well as staffing the 

registration table, decorating and 

photography. 

 

Let the church office know you can 

help – we NEED you! 

http://www.marinlutheran.org/learn/children/vacation-bible-school/
http://www.marinlutheran.org/learn/children/vacation-bible-school/


COMMUNITY PARTNER UPDATES: 
MIC and MOC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come 

to the following events:  

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) is a respectful collaborative that celebrates 

faith traditions, advocates justice and builds community. MIC cultivates a 

community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over thirty years, MIC 

has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make Marin a more 

vibrant and equitable community 

 

Wednesday, May 2nd from 8am to 10am:  The 19th Annual Prayer Breakfast (A Fundraiser to 

Benefit the Marin Interfaith Council). Join us for an interfaith celebration of the National Day of 

Prayer celebrating the feminine perspective in our faith traditions. This year’s speakers are Rev. 

Yolanda Norton, Sr. Elizabeth Padilla & Abbess 

Furyu Schroeder. (This will have past when you 

receive the newsletter, but it is important to 

know that this takes place every year.  It’s a great 

event, with excellent speakers supporting a good 

organization.) 

 

Wednesday, May 9th from 5:30pm to 6:30pm: 

MIC Monthly Meditation at First Presbyterian 

Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). 

This month Khadija Hansia, from the Islamic 

Center of Mill Valley will lead the meditation.  

For more information see the Marin Interfaith 

Website (https://www.marinifc.org). 

 

Tuesday, May 22nd at 6:15 at San Raphael Plaza 

(1000 4th St) Immigrant Solidarity March & Rally. 

March starts at 6:30 to St. Raphael Church gym, 

1104 Fifth Ave. Program starts at 6:45. Stories 

from immigrant families and music from ELM 

(Enriching Lives Through Music). 

 

 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and 

non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and non-profits located 

throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power 

organization through the identification, development and mentorship of 

leaders from member institutions. The leaders identify, research and respond 

to the economic, social and political pressures facing their families, neighborhoods, 

communities and institutions in Marin County. This response takes the form of collective public 

action. 

https://www.marinifc.org/


MAY 2018 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 May 6
th

     May 13
th

 May 20
th

 May 27
th

 

READINGS 

Acts 10:44-48 

Psalm 98 

1 John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 

Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 

Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Romans 8:22-27 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

Psalm 29 

Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 

GREETERS  Ascension Pentecost Holy Trinity 

9:00 AM  Sandy Seeger Judy R & Emily R Cheri Houts Marie Jacobs 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Barbara Bischoff Cathy Bedilion Erna Randig 

     

USHER     

9:00 AM  Rich Myhre Jon Rolien Michael Houts Ron Jacobs 

11:00 AM Rick West Will Peck Jenna Garcia Paul Davis 

     

ACOLYTE     

9:00 AM  Sophie Z & Sasha G Isaiah & Joshua CH Jacob S & Haakon L Ellery & Giorgia Stankus 

11:00 AM     

     

LECTOR     

9:00 AM  Conner Grams Emily Rosendahl Dan Watrous Marie Jacobs 

11:00 AM Kerry Hansen Annemarie Hofling Tom Schmidt Tricia Freidman 

     

ALM     

9:00 AM  Susan Morrow Sharon Guy Kathy Bayler Yvonne Weidmann 

11:00 AM Betsy McCormick Paul Davis Isai Garcia Betsy McCormick 

     

COMM ASSIST     

9:00 AM     Jane McKenzie 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Barbara Bischoff Jane McKenzie Tricia F & Erna R 

     

SOUND TECH     

9:00 AM  Bart Saling Dan Watrous John Bischoff Jeff Reinders 

11:00 AM Kerry Hansen John Bischoff Bart Saling Kerry Hansen 

     

COUNTERS     

9:00 AM  Roy Davis 
Kamphoefner Kamphoefner K & C Hansen 

11:00 AM Kamphoefner 

     

COFFEE HOUR     

9:00 AM  Social Action 

Ministry Team 
Jane McKenzie Kamphoefners Reinders 

11:00 AM 

     

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Blanche Sprague 

     

FLOWERS Blanche Sprague Bedilions  Seegers 

     

CHLD CHURCH Travis Theobald Lauren Meisel Travis Theobald No CC 

 



 

May 2018 

 


