The topic comes up in conversations with members, in reading that I do about congregational
life, in newspapers articles, and through my own experience: the decline of the church in the last
number of years. There are various ways to look at this situation.
When we look at the ministry of Jesus in the New Testament we see a young man who built
relationships with people. He invited them into a movement that sought to renew community
life in Galilee. As a New Testament professor once commented, “no one followed Jesus because
he had a better theology. No, he had a better way of life.” Through the stories he told and the
life he lived, Jesus offered people something different—a new and more fulfilling way of living.
What’s our mission? What are we offering people? Our mission statement proclaims, “We are a
Christian community passionate about the gifts of God’s love and grace that summon us to
worship, mobilize us to serve, and sustain us in our spiritual journey.” As a faith community
we’re about Christian community, worship, service and our spiritual journeys.
Regularly, Pastor Rod Seeger sends me links to interesting and helpful suggestions for church
life. In April he passed on an article by Carey Nieuwhof entitled, “7 Things that Will Drive
Future Church Growth,” ( https://careynieuwhof.com/7-things-will-drive-future-churchgrowth/). The first thing is “Personal Invitation.” He writes, “A great social media presence is
important, as are services unchurched people can access. But at the heart of it all, in almost
every growing church is this: people inviting their friends….”
Think about this in the next couple months, talk about it, and let’s see if we can invite even
more of our neighbors and friends into our ministries and mission.
Peace,

Tom

Worship in June
June 3, TIME AFTER PENTECOST
Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the welfare of all.
God delivered the Israelites out of slavery, so they should not ever work anyone
else seven days a week. Even slaves should be able to rest; even resident aliens.
Yet human beings can turn even the most liberating religious practice into a
life-destroying rule. Jesus does not reject sabbath-keeping, but defends its
original life-enhancing meaning. Our worship and our religious way of life are
to lead to the hungry being fed and the sick being healed.
June 10, TIME AFTER PENTECOST
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he
is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy
Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ's death and resurrection and knit together in the
body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are sisters and brothers of the Lord. With
them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.
June 17, TIME AFTER PENTECOST
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We'd expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power
of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It's not the way we expect divine
activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the
tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with
its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody's
looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding.
June 24, JOHN THE BAPTIST
John the Baptist is a unique figure in Christian memory, a hinge between the Old
Testament prophets and the first Christians. In the gospel stories he recognizes
Jesus as one greater than himself, one for whose coming he prepares the way. But
still from his prison he asks if Jesus is truly the Expected One. He is a figure of
perpetual Advent and in that way stands for all of us who may be Christian
believers but still wait and wonder, discern and doubt.

Fellowship
Immediately following worship (the
11:00am service) on Sunday, June 10th
join us for our church picnic, held at
Marin Lutheran. It’s a time to relax,
connect with others, enjoy picnic fare,
as well as (a few) games for all. If you
are able to let us know you are coming,
that would be wonderful, and sharing a
potluck dish would be welcomed. The
important thing is simply to come!

Join us

June 10
12:00noon

It’s never too early to SAVE the DATE: October 13, 2018 – Oktoberfest!

What Role Will You Fill at MLC?
We’re at a very important point in the year for MLC. No, it’s not soon Christmas. Or
Easter. But it’s the time of the year that we start to build a new leadership team and a new
MLC engine. On June 3rd, between services, we held our semi-annual congregational
meeting. We’re forming a Nominating Committee for 2018; what I like to call NomCom.
Then what happens is very important for the future of MLC. What in the world does
NomCom do?
NomCom is responsible for identifying members of MLC who will take on a variety of
different responsibilities that are critical for the operation and future of MLC. This year
NomCom will need to identify a new MLC Council Secretary and a new MLC Treasurer.
Barbara Allen and Will Peck, respectively, have served in these two positions for four years
and made vital contributions to MLC; but they are not eligible for re-election. NomCom will
also need to identify two members to serve on Council as Members at Large. Kate Siegel
and Tom Schmidt have been important voices on Council for four years, and they’ve made
key contributions, but they are not eligible for re-election. We will miss all of them. Finally,
there are four MLC members who have served as chairs of different ministry teams and a
committee. Three of them are not eligible for re-election (John Bischoff, Jim Kamphoefner
and Michele Jacobs), although one is (Marie Jacobs). These folks have all made a difference
at MLC and we are grateful for their service.
Hats off to Barbara, Will, Kate, Tom, John, Jim and Michele! You were an essential part of
what MLC accomplished in the last four years.
Now, who will serve on Nom Com in 2018 to help identify the new leaders, who will then
play critical roles at MLC? And, who will serve on our various ministry teams and
committees that are responsible for carrying out the mission and vision of MLC? Where will
you fit into this picture? How will you contribute to the future of MLC? We need many
different kinds of contributors (more on that later). It’s a good time for you to consider your
role at MLC. How do you fit into this community? If you’re contacted to serve in one of
these ways, we trust you will carefully consider the request. It’s not only rewarding, it’s also
fun working with other members of MLC and building relationships.

Ross Johnson
Nominating Committee: During the congregational meeting on
Sunday, the following individuals were voted to be part of the
nominating committee: Karen Clinton, Carol Cunliffe, Carol
Zlatunich & Tom Schmidt. Thank you! Others were nominated,
that were not present, to accept, so they will be checked with in the
coming days.

Say
YES!

Stewardship
Our Stewardship Team has been fortunate to have Roy Davis among our ranks for many years.
There are no better examples of stewards of God’s gifts than Roy and Marilyn. Roy will be stepping
down from the team, and we thank him for his consistent presence and wise guidance over the
years. We are fortunate to have new folks joining our team, Paula Saling, Anke Pahmeyer and Tom
Grams (yes, Roy leaves LARGE shoes to fill) and we welcome them warmly.
As summer approaches, please remember to continue your
donations to Marin Lutheran even if you are gone on vacation.
The church doors stay open and our ministries continue to need
your support. If you are new to giving, see the different ways
that you can support our mission.

How Can I Give?








“Old-School” (Nothing wrong with this!) – envelope, in the collection plate
 Check (even with checks, envelopes help the counting and recording process),
 Cash
Regular, Automatic (weekly or monthly)
 PushPay or MarinLutheran app (direct from bank account, or credit card)
 Your own bank’s online banking/billpay
Electronic (all of these can be used for general or festival giving, or special appeals)
 Text (text ‘marinlutheran’ to 77977, click the return link, and follow instructions)
 MarinLutheran app
 MarinLutheran.com website
Estate, Planned, and Other Giving (for general offering, or for memorial or Mission
Endowment Fund gifts)
 Gifts of stock or other real property
 Gifts from retirement accounts
 Charitable Donor-advised funds (can be set up with ELCA Foundation and many other
organizations)
 Charitable Gift Annuity (available through ELCA Foundation)

When Should I Give?
ANYTIME! There is no right/wrong time to make a gift to the church. There are, of course some
opportunities to make donations that you may not have thought of. We often make a gift in
memory of a loved one, after they have died. How about making a gift in someone’s honor? The
occasion of a milestone birthday, or another milestone event is a wonderful way to honor a loved
one. When the government sends a tax refund – give a portion of it to your church, or when you
sell your home, share the proceeds with the church.
Whatever your summer plans, we encourage you to
Jim Kamphoefner

The Outreach Team is becoming “Mysterious!”
So what’s the mystery? The mystery is a bus!
Okay, okay. So maybe you might think that Outreach Team is a little “out there.” We confess
that we are. But we think you will want to be too!
Saturday, September 8th, will be the first “Mystery Bus Tour.” Here’s how it works: you
sign up for a day to go somewhere that you don’t know you are going! This is an act of
faith, something us Lutherans certainly understand. The bus will take us to an interesting
venue/site within 2 hours of MLC. The destination will not be revealed until we actually
arrive. The cost of the trip will include everything: bus, refreshments for the trip, fun
activities on the bus, informational/background related to the mystery place delivered by
an expert on the subject, a scrumptious meal at a top restaurant,
and any costs associated with the destination.
The best part of the day will be, of course, spending time with
your friends at MLC. Plus, we are paying particular attention to
any special mobility needs. Details to follow.
But that’s not all! The Outreach Team is also actively working on
a new website, sending Baptismal Anniversary cards, designing
and ordering an MLC coaster/mugs as a gift for visitors, and
planning a Christmas Caroling event at Town Center in December.

Karen Peters

Marin Lutheran Church Women (WELCA)
Serve & Share: June 21st, Thursday 10am - 12noon
Meet for a time to socialize, work on quilt project, help plan
for our future activities and share what is being scheduled
for the current year. We will formalize plans for July August
activities re. on site day retreat and social time.
We will resume regular Bible Study on Thursday Sept. 6th 10:00 am. Please
join us.
Questions? For info contact JaneMck@prodigy.net or phone 415 479 8971. I’m
available most Sundays at both services. I am especially interested in chatting
with any who would like more information about joining us either for Bible
study or serve & share.
Acting leader,

Jane McKenzie

GRADUATES

JUNE CELEBRATIONS

HIGH SCHOOL

Birthdays

Tristan Mitchell graduates from Tam High
and will attend Santa Rosa Jr. College this
fall where he plans to play football. He is
interested in becoming a firefighter and
EMT.

1

Cooper Jacobs is another member of the
senior class completing classes at Tam High.
Amelia Shunk leaves Redwood to travel
cross country to Durham, NC to attend Duke
University where she will be a member of
their women’s rowing team.
Alex Smith says goodbye to
Redwood. He will be attending
College of Marin and currently
is working at Woody’s Yogurt
Place in Strawberry Village
(highly recommended!).
Hayden Stocker will graduate
from Redwood. He heads south to
Loyola Marymount in LA where he
will be goalie for LMU’s ACHA West
2018/19 ice hockey team.

3
4
6
7
13
14
16
21
22
26
28

Cheri Houts
Cooper Jacobs
Jeanne Burt
Anna Seeger
Haakon Lacy
Rob Zlatunich
Sarah Chan
Gunnar Morgan
Chloe Jacobs
Barbara Bischoff
Rick West
Susan West
Seth Kamphoefner
Pastor Bonnie Bell
Meggie Rosendahl

Anniversaries
12
26

Jean & Jon Rolien
Lindsey & Travis Theobald

MLC Directory – Portraits

Luke Zlatunich will be an alum of (guess
where) Redwood and will attend Cal Poly in
San Luis Obispo this fall majoring in
Environmental Science.
GRAD SCHOOL
Seth Kamphoefner received a dual degree:
Master of Business Administration and
Master of Science in Real Estate from the
University of San Diego. The job search is
underway.
CONGRATULATIONS to all the grads for
a job well done!

This fall we will be putting together a new
church directory. In order to have a
complete directory, we count on all our
members and friends to have your
pictures taken. Our portrait sessions with
Life Touch will be September 13-15. We’ll
ask every family/individual to sign up for
a portrait session. When the sign up time
comes, we’ll let you know. For now, keep
in mind that this will be happening.

Church Council Highlights - May 2018


Council held its regular meeting on Monday, May 14 and a specially-called meeting on
Saturday, May 19. Many thanks Ross and Esther Johnson for treating us to a delicious
breakfast at the Saturday morning meeting in their home!



We approved the appointment of Gregg Mattner to the Audit Committee. He joins Lorri
Reinders & Jenny Church, already serving on the committee.



Pastor Tom updated the Council on a discussion that took place after the 11:00 a.m. worship
service on May 9, led by the Worship and Music Ministry Team. The discussion was the
first in a series to address the ongoing problem of very low attendance at MLC’s 11:00
service. Council discussed the possibility of experimenting over the months of July and
August with changes in worship times and formats. Council will seek feedback from the
congregation during and after any experimental changes this summer.



We approved Tricia Friedman and Emily Rosendahl as lay delegates to the Sierra Pacific
Synod Assembly, June 1-3, 2018.



At the Semi-Annual Congregational meeting on June 3, a Nominating Committee will be
appointed and approved by the congregation. Before that meeting, Council members will be
contacting potential Nominating Committee members.



Council had an extensive discussion of MLC Goal #3 (“Engage all those at MLC in service
to our communities”). MLC serves our local community by making space available to
outside groups, music teachers and others. Council discussed ways in which we might
continue to welcome people from outside our congregation and how our involvement with
MOC (Marin Organizing Committee) can be part of fulfilling Goal #3.



The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, June 11, 2018. Council will not meet in
July. We will resume our regular schedule on Monday, August 13, 2018.

Barbara Allen, Secretary
Property Team at Work
Behind the scenes, small jobs are getting completed. As Rob Zlatunich is
rehabbing his shoulder, waiting to get back to work, he has been spending time
at church fixing up those small things that usually go by the wayside. Screens
are secured back in windows, storage shelves are repaired, light switches are
changed, bathroom locks are replaced, new smoke detectors are installed, door
stops are installed. That’s a sampling of what he is doing.
Paul Davis has also answered the call and done some of the same tasks, in other spots. He has also
installed stops behind the stoves, requested by the repair tech, and kept our irrigation leak free.
Tom Schmidt & Jim Bedilion are taking care of the Oak tree treatment (for sudden oak death).
Our maintenance gardener, John, arranged for someone to clear the hillside, so that job has been
completed (before we received the notice from the fire department to get it done!).
Tristan Mitchell is in the process of getting approval (from his troop) to do the corner landscaping,
by the steps, as his Eagle Scout Project.
Thank you to Rob, Paul, Tom & Jim for their time and skills!

EDUCATION
Sunday Morning Adult Education
With the first two weeks of this month taken up with our Semi-annual
Congregational Meeting (6/3) and our Congregation Picnic (6/10) there will be
no planned Sunday morning adult education classes. We will continue again in
the fall.
Thank you to all those who helped with Sunday morning classes—particularly
those who participated. If you have any ideas for classes in the fall or next
winter/spring, please let me know. Thanks.

Men’s Bible Study
This month there will be no Men’s Bible Study as Pastor Tom will be with our youth at the National
Youth Gathering in Houston. Please look to the bulletin announcements and the upcoming
newsletter to see whether we’ll begin again in July or August.

Confirmation Ministry
We concluded our Confirmation Ministry on Sunday, May 20th, and will begin again in
the fall. This year we had a class of 11 students who were eager to learn about the Bible
and elements of Luther’s Small Catechism—The Ten Commandments, The Apostle’s
Creed, The Lord’s Prayer and the Sacraments—Baptism and Holy Communion. We had
a great time. I look forward to working with them and their parents again in the fall!

ELCA National Youth Gathering:
We have 3 youth and one adult going from MLC
and two youth and one adult going from St. Mark’s
in San Francisco to the National Youth Gathering
(June 26th—July 1st). Thank you so much for all
your support for our youth! Please keep all of us
(Sophie Zlatunich, Mia Lacy, Isaiah Clark-Hexter &
Pastor Tom) in your prayers as we venture to Houston and participate in the Gathering.
We look forward to sharing our experiences with you when we return.

To Contact Pastor Tom:
Text or Call Pastor Tom on his cell phone at 916-479-3308
or at 415-237-3884
Call Pastor Tom at the office 415-924-3782
Email Pastor Tom at Pastortomgable@gmail.com

-1,386

-1,557

-5,382

-1,637

+1,234

Giving Snapshot

Notes:
 We have met or exceeded our planned giving only one month (March) in this year.
 Our total giving shortfall – giving vs. ministry plan – is $8,728.
 Year-over-year, we are behind our giving of last year by $6,285.
Going Forward:
It is still early in the year. We can turn this pattern around if we all do our part. Think about
the ministries at Marin Lutheran, what is important to you?
 Is it worship, helping us deepen our faith?
 Is it Pr. Tom & Will taking the senior class out to dinner, simply to connect with them?
 Is it Social Action supporting community agencies to promote equity in our county?
 Is it Vacation Bible School?
Then realize that a different ministry may be equally important to someone else. Together ALL
these ministries and programs make up the church. There is something here for everyone, and
everyone is welcome here.
Please now think about your support of the ministry at Marin Lutheran.
 If you are a regular giver, thank you. Now consider your ability to give a little more.
 If you give occasionally, thank you. Consider becoming a regular giver.
 If you come to church, but don’t yet give – we are happy you are with us. We hope you
consider supporting our ministry.
 If you are part of our community and need help yourself, please ask us.

Vacation Bible School
August 6-10, 9:00am -12noon
Ages: 3½ years through 5th grade
Cost: $70 (each additional sibling - $60)
Closing Celebration: August 12 at 11:00am

Community Partner Updates:
MIC and MOC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come
to the following events:

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) is a respectful collaborative that
celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and builds community. MIC
cultivates a community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over thirty
years, MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make
Marin a more vibrant and equitable community.

Wednesday, June 13th from 5:30pm to 6:30pm—MIC Monthly Meditation at First Presbyterian
Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). This month Andrew Lee, (Graduate Theological
Union, Contemplative Christianity), will lead the meditation. Andrew is a PhD student and parttime instructor at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, where he studies medieval
mysticism and spirituality, and enjoys interfaith dialogue with fellow students. He attends Christ
Episcopal Church in Sausalito…. For more information see the Marin Interfaith Website
(https://www.marinifc.org).

Love Lives in Marin, (an initiative of Marin Interfaith Council), nurtures a
positive, welcoming environment in Marin, and cultivates a culture of love
throughout the county that reshapes our public discourse. Love Lives
in Marin aspires to rise above the fray and speak with and for those whose
voices are over-shadowed and marginalized. We seek to create an inclusive
community where everyone is welcome.
To find out more about this initiative and to view the most recent newsletter, see the website,
https://www.marinifc.org/love-lives-marin.

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and
non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and non-profits located
throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions. The leaders identify, research and respond to the
economic, social and political pressures facing their families, neighborhoods, communities and
institutions in Marin County. This response takes the form of collective public action.
The MOC Delegates Assembly is June 10 between 3:00 and 5:00 pm at Congregation Rodef
Shalom, 170 N. San Pedro Road, San Rafael. The focus of this assembly will be on
building/rebuilding/renewing your core team.

JUNE 2018 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
June 3rd

READINGS

Deuteronomy 5:12-15
Psalm 81:1-10
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23—3:6

GREETERS
9:00 AM Blanche Sprague
11:00 AM Jane McKenzie

June 10th
Genesis 3:8-15
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1
Mark 3:20-35

June 17th

June 24th

Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
2 Corinthians 5:6-17
Mark 4:26-34

Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm 141
Acts 13:13-26
Luke 1:57-67

MC Houts

Sandy Seeger

Marie Jacobs

Erna Randig

Jane McKenzie

Barbara Bischoff

Michael Rosendahl

Jon Rolien

Carol Cunliffe

Lorri Reinders

Paul Davis

Rick West

Sasha Grams

Isaiah CH / Ellery S

Dan Watrous

Susan Boom

Tamara Stocker

John Halloran

Kerry Hansen

Tricia Freidman

Sharon Guy

Yvonne Weidmann

Susan Morrow

Susan Morrow

Betsy McCormick

Paul Davis

Church Picnic -12pm

USHER
9:00 AM Tom Schmidt
11:00 AM Will Peck
ACOLYTE
9:00 AM Haakon Lacy
11:00 AM
LECTOR
9:00 AM John Lacy
11:00 AM Annemarie Hofling

Annabelle H/Joshua CH

ALM
9:00 AM Kathy Bayler
11:00 AM Paul Davis
COMM ASSIST
9:00 AM Carol Cunliffe
11:00 AM Jane McKenzie

MC Houts / Jane McK

SOUND TECH
9:00 AM John Bischoff
11:00 AM Kerry Hansen
COUNTERS
9:00 AM Roy Davis
11:00 AM Kamphoefner

Caitlin Jacobs
Jane McKenzie

Tricia F & Barb B

Bart Saling

Dan Watrous

Jeff Reinders

Jeff Reinders

Kerry Hansen

John Bischoff

J & L Reinders

K & C Hansen

Kamphoefner

Erin Morgan

Carol Zlatunich

Jane McKenzie

Jane McKenzie

COFFEE HOUR

9:00 AM
Church Council
11:00 AM
ALTAR GUILD

Jane McKenzie

FLOWERS
CHLD CHURCH

Church Picnic
Jane McKenzie
Rosendahl/Houts

Travis Theobald

Rich Myhre

Kamphoefners
Lauren Meisel

Rich Myhre

