
 

 

 

Update on the Search for a New Director of Music Ministries (DMM) 

 

It’s been a month and a half now since David announced his transition to the next 

period of his life.  We continue to keep David and his husband, Jim, in our prayers as 

they go through this time of preparation and then moving into a new community. 

 

In the meantime a group of MLC elected leaders, (John Bischoff—chair of the Staff 

Congregation Relations Committee, Michele Jacobs—chair of the Worship and Music 

Ministry Team, Ross Johnson—President of the Congregation, and Pastor Tom), is 

getting together this month (July 8th following the 11 am worship service) to begin 

outlining a plan and process for filling our position.  

 

Some of the issues we will be wrestling with when we get together is describing the job 

itself.  What exactly are we seeking in our new DMM? Where will we post the job 

opening?  What will be the elements of the interview process?  When can we 

realistically fill the position?  And, will we need to hire interim Sunday musicians and 

an interim choir director? 

 

As we move through the process we will keep you informed of our progress through 

this newsletter. Please keep our congregation in your prayers.  If you have any 

questions please don’t hesitate to contact me (pastortomgable@gmail.com). 

 

Pastor Tom 
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SUMMER WORSHIP 
 

July 1, 2018  
A woman finds 

healing by touching 

Jesus' cloak, and a 

girl is restored to life 

when he takes her by 

the hand. In both 

cases a boundary is crossed. In Mark's gospel 

Jesus breaks down barriers, from his first meal 

at a tax collector's house to his last breath on 

the cross. We dare to touch Jesus in our 

"uncleanness" and to live as a community  

that defines no one as an outsider. 

 

July 8, 2018 
Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his 

disciples authority over demons. Yet none of this 

power is unilateral; it all must be received by 

faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without 

money or supplies, so that they will be 

dependent on how others receive them. The 

Spirit always operates in the between: between 

Jesus and his Abba, between Jesus and us, 

between you and me, between us and those to 

whom we are sent. 

 

July 15, 2018 
When Amos told what he 

saw when God held up the 

plumb line of justice next 

to Israel—that the poor 

were being trampled—he 

was a threat to the power 

of priests and king. John the Baptist also spoke 

truth to power, and Herod had him beheaded. 

We are called to witness to justice in company 

with them. 

 

July 22, 2018 
Mark's gospel makes 

clear how great was 

the press of the crowd, 

with its countless 

needs to be met, on 

Jesus and his 

disciples. Yet in today's gospel Jesus advises his 

disciples to get away and rest, to take care of 

themselves. Sometimes we think that when others 

are in great need we shouldn't think of ourselves 

at all; but Jesus also honors the caregivers' 

need.  

 

July 29, 2018 
Today is the first of five 

Sundays with gospel 

readings from John 6, the 

first four of which focus on 

Jesus as bread of life. Today 

Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves 

and two fish. A sign of the power of Jesus 

working in the littlest and least to transform this 

world into the world God desires, a world where 

all the hungry are satisfied. 
 

August 5, 2018 

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus' feeding of 

thousands, some who were there press him for  

a sign of his power. As always in John's gospel 

when people want a sign, Jesus offers 

himself. He is the bread come from 

heaven to give life to the world. He calls 

us to come to him and believe in him, 

and through that relationship to know 

the one who sent him. 
 

August 12, 2018 

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the 

life of the world is his flesh, and whoever 

eats this bread has eternal life now and 

will be raised on the last day. We live in 

love, as Christ loved us and gave himself 

up for us. The whole purpose of life is 

giving yourself for the other. 

 

August 19, 2018 
Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, 

and invites all to come and eat her bread 

and drink her wine. John's gospel 

includes no account of the institution of 

the Lord's supper, but here we can't help 

hearing Jesus' words as an invitation to 

the meal of bread and wine we share. 

 

August 26, 2018 
In today's gospel many people take 

offense at Jesus' invitation to eat his 

flesh and drink his blood. This is the 

backdrop in John's gospel for Peter's 

confession of faith. "To whom can we 

go?" asks Peter, in words we sometimes 

sing just before the gospel is read. "You 

have the words of eternal life." In order 

to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, 

Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of 

God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold 

ambassadors of the gospel. 

 

 

 

J
e
s
u
s
 i

s
 t

h
e
 B

re
a
d
 o

f 
L

if
e
 



BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE 2018 
 
Starting on Sunday, July 1, 2018 and continuing through Sunday, August 12, 2018, our Social 
Action Team will sponsor a backpack and school supplies drive for needy students throughout 
the county of Marin. This Ritter Center program has been in place since 2003 and once again 
we at Marin Lutheran will help with this need. 
 
Today, more than ever, schools require students to come prepared with more of the tools 
needed to succeed. If a student does not have those tools, they not only fall behind, they are 
faced with the additional stigma of being from a low-income family. 
 
Most working poor and low-income families in Marin County spend the majority of their 
income for rent and have little left for basic necessities such as clothing, food, healthcare, and 
education. Many low-income families simply do not have the income to purchase backpacks and 
school supplies for their children. The Back to School program provides parents with the 
security of knowing their child has the tools he or she needs to begin the school year. 
 
Participation in the Back to School program has tripled since 2003, highlighting the great need 
that exists in our community. Ritter Center collects these school items throughout July and 
early August and then distributes them before the school year begins in mid-August. 
Businesses, such as Autodesk, and congregations are very active in organizing school supply 
drives for this program. 
 
The following is a list of school supplies that can be donated for this program: 
 

 New backpacks (boys and girls, high need for 
elementary school students) 

 Binders (small/large) and binder paper 

 Tabbed dividers and zip pouches  
 Pencils (#2/colored), pens, and erasers 

 Glue sticks and index cards 
 Rulers, staplers, and small scissors 

 Markers, crayons, and highlighters 

 Pocket folders and spiral one-subject notebooks                    
 
If you would like to help, please bring supplies to church. Look for the collection bins in the 
narthex. After August 12, all items will be delivered to Ritter Center. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION! 

        Cathy Bedilion 
 

With Gratitude! 
 
Our summer food drive ended, with 2 
FULL barrels of food being picked up by 
the SF/Marin Food Bank.  We also sent 
a full bin of supplies – food, personal care 
items, paper goods – to PLTS for their 
student pantry. Our thanks to Rod S. for 
delivering these items across the bay. 

Pastor Tom carried a bag full of books (donations 
from our members) to Houston for the Blast Off 
for Books collection for the National Youth 
Gathering Houston Literacy Campaign.  Their 
goal was to receive 100,000 books for the children 
of Houston.  We don’t know yet how close they 
got to their goal, but any number of books in a 
child’s hands is a win for literacy.                                        



Setting Our Priorities 
 

Since MLC’s Council has a significant number of 

important issues currently requiring attention, it 

prioritized these issues at its June Council 

meeting.  Let’s review here the top five priorities 

set by Council.  If you have thoughts about this 

you’d like to share, please let us know. 

 

With David Shepard’s announcement that he’ll be starting a new chapter in his life after 

October 7th, Council established our number one priority as identifying his successor.  That 

process has been set in motion.  It will involve input from the Worship and Music ministry 

team and the Staff and Congregational Relations Committee (our MLC committee with a 

personnel role), as well as Council discussions about our worship services and plans for the 

future.  Setting this search as our number one priority reflects the importance of the Director 

of Music for the life of MLC. 

 

You’ve also heard about our plans to hold small group meetings in the fall to provide 

congregational input on our five-year MLC Goals #1 and #2, involving individual faith 

journeys and relationships among those in the MLC congregation.  This is our second 

priority.  What are the activities at MLC that are most important to you in these two areas?  

Are there gaps that you sense in what MLC does/provides related to your faith journey and 

to the relationships you have with others at MLC?  More on this in the weeks ahead. 

 

Our third priority is multi-faceted and involves Goal #4, our church home.  This includes 

deferred maintenance, the enhancement of our facilities and the possibility of splitting off 

part of our upper hill property.  We have a long list of deferred maintenance and are 

currently working up cost estimates for everything on our list.  We have also asked all of our 

ministry teams and committees for their evaluations of existing facilities.  How does our 

current church home currently meet all of their needs?  How will it likely meet their needs 

five years from now?  To address the question of splitting off part of our property, we are 

working with the City, getting surveying bids and approaching our neighbors. 

 

Our fourth priority involves the question of a capital campaign, which dovetails with the 

possibility of splitting off property.  Both of these efforts could potentially provide funds to 

cover the costs of deferred maintenance and building enhancements.  The Stewardship 

Committee has been asked to research the capital campaign idea.  Any sale of property 

and/or capital campaign, along with detailed financial plans, would of course require 

congregational discussion and approval. 

 

Then there is the fifth priority, which involves discussions with Shepherd of the Hills 

Lutheran Church in Tiburon and Christ Lutheran in Fairfax about the possibility of our 

partnering with them in different ways.  One area of discussion involves a partnership in 

worship, as we rethink our worship plans.  We had some preliminary discussion of this in a 

Town Hall at MLC back in early May, with another in late May focusing on worship.  You’ll 

be hearing more in the months ahead about these discussions. 
 

On behalf of Council, Ross Johnson 



EDUCATION 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education 
 

Again, thank you to all those who helped with Sunday morning classes—particularly those who 
participated.  If you have any ideas for classes in the fall or next winter/spring, please let me 
know. Thanks.  
 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

For the month of July there will be no Men’s Bible Study as Pastor Tom will be on vacation.  
We will meet again on the last Saturday of August—the 25th from 9 am to 10:30 am.  Please 
invite other men from the congregation and community to come and enjoy an important time 
of spiritual growth and fellowship.  
 

Confirmation Ministry 
 

August 26th from 5 to 6:30 pm Confirmation Potluck Dinner!  
Mark your calendars now for the beginning of the year 
Confirmation Potluck Dinner.  All 6th through 8th grade families 
are welcome to come.  During this time, we will catchup from the 
summer, learn what we’ll be studying this fall and review our 
expectations.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  
 

Children’s Church 
 

We extend a big THANK YOU to our Children’s Church leaders: Lauren Meisel,  
Travis Theobald, Rich Myhre, Mary Creigh Houts & Michele Jacobs.  They  
have done a wonderful job teaching our kids about God’s love.  There will be  
NO Children’s Church held during the month of July.  We wish all the teachers  
a month of rest and relaxation.  Beginning August 5th, we will again hold  
Children’s Church during the 9:00am service. 
 
 

Remembering . . . 
 

On Sunday, July 29, we will lift up in prayer the victims of the Lutheran Church Massacre. 

Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church in Liberia opened its doors as a designated Red Cross shelter 

during the Liberian civil war, and on the night of July 29, 1990, some 600 unarmed men, 

women, and children seeking refuge there were killed. I volunteer for a human rights 

organization in San Francisco called the Center for Justice & Accountability,  

and we have just filed a case against the alleged commander of the attack. 

 

After the massacre, Saint Peter’s made the difficult decision to remain open;  

it is today a vibrant Lutheran church at the heart of the Liberian movement for  

peace.  On the somber anniversary of the attack there, Marin Lutheran will remember those 

who died and the friends and family who mourn them, and will pray for our brothers and 

sisters who are working for healing and hope. 

         Emily Rosendahl 

for 

confirmands, 

parents & 

siblings 



“Be strong, and let your heart take courage.”  

--Psalm 31 

 

COURAGE:  Standing up instead of sitting it out. Speaking up instead of looking 

down at your thumbs or the tops of your shoes. Marching instead of standing on the 

sidewalk. Finding your voice and sharing your thoughts with a full auditorium; during the 

budget discussion at a congregational meeting; with that friend you should have offered an 

apology weeks ago; or with that face in the mirror you keep trying to fool. 
 

This year’s stewardship theme is “live courageously” but what is courage? Courage is 

rightly associated with valor, self-sacrifice and bravery in battle or when facing a disaster, 

man-made or natural, but it is critically important to recognize that there is also everyday 

courage. I recently heard from one of my late parents’ caregivers who became a friend. She 

is living with debilitating illnesses but wrote: “Because I now have many of the same 

struggles they did, your parents taught me to have more compassion for myself and to be 

forgiving of my struggles.” She witnessed the courage of my mom and dad who found 

beauty and humor in life even as their bodies were failing; now she lives, courageously, 

inspired and inspiring. 
 

Courage and stewardship, though—what’s the connection? There are a couple of stock 

phrases that, in this instance, all hold true “Put your money where your mouth is. “ “Walk 

the talk.”  And, most appropriately:  “Stewardship is everything you do after you say yes to 

Jesus Christ.” I share my thoughts in conversation and on social media; it’s important to 

step up and support the protection and restoration of God’s gift of the awe-inspiring 

environment we call home. MLC is my place of celebration, solace and community:  it is 

necessary for both the community and my faith that I contribute.  
 

In 1993, my friend, Brian, was wounded at the 101 

California shootings. Eight people died that day; Brian 

died two years later as a result of wounds sustained in 

the shooting. He left his wife and their two year-old 

daughter.  I had been the matron-of-honor in their 

wedding. Painfully, shamefully, we still hear of shooting 

after shooting, without meaningful changes in the gun 

laws. So this year, I decided it was high time, past time, 

that I step off the sidewalk, into the fray. 
 

There’s a little more to that verse from Psalm 31:  “Be 

strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait 

for the Lord.” 
 

It helps me to remember that we’re in this together, always secure in God’s strong embrace. 

 

Susan Morrow, Stewardship Team member 



Worship & Music 
 

The Worship & Music 

Committee would like  

to thank all those who 

joined us to discuss our two services as 

we think about ways to meet the needs 

of our congregation and find ways to 

grow in this community.  We will 

continue the conversation in the fall and 

welcome any and all thoughts, ideas, and 

inspirations in the meantime.  Please feel 

free to share your thoughts with Pastor 

Tom or the W&M committee members - 

Carol Cunliffe, Marilyn Davis, Ron Jacobs, 

Rod Seeger, and Michele Jacobs.  We 

wish everyone a wonderful and blessed 

summer.  If you find yourselves visiting a 

church while you're out of town, please 

bring back a bulletin and any ideas or 

inspiration from those services you 

enjoy!  
     

 Michele Jacobs 
 

Church Council Highlights - June 2018  

 Council met on Monday, June 11. 

 We identified and prioritized our major areas 

of focus for the remainder of the year and 

beyond, including: 

o Finding a successor for David Shepard, 

who is retiring in early October 

o Planning for upcoming congregational 

small-group discussion meetings to be 

held this fall 

o Property issues:  enhancements, 

deferred maintenance and the potential 

sale of a portion of our hillside 

property  

o Exploring ways to partner with 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

in Tiburon. 

 The Council is working with the Finance 

Committee to update Marin Lutheran’s 

Memorial and Perpetual Funds policy. 

 Council will not meet in July.  Our next 

meeting will be on Monday, August 13.    

Barbara Allen, Secretary 

 

Marin Lutheran Church Women  
 

Bible Study during the summer months.  Everyone is encouraged to read and study on 

your own.  The studies are found in the gather magazine and are:  

 Session One:   The paradoxes of prayer 

 Session Two:   A life of constant prayer 

 Session Three:  The expressions of prayer 

Sept. 6th we resume our regular Circle Bible Study, the first Thurs. of every month.   
 

Women’s Retreat 

We have again been invited by the All Saints Lutheran Church Women  

to a retreat planned for Saturday, July 21st from 9:00am – 2:00pm.  

Theme is, Stewarding Wellness led by the Rev. Sigi Helgeson.  Details  

and signup sheet posted in the narthex.  Sign up soon as we need to confirm the 

number attending and what you plan to bring (salad or dessert) to share for lunch.   
 

Serve & Share July 19th & August 16th from 10:00am – 12noon.  Everyone welcome to 

join us to work on our quilt project or to socialize.   
 

Jane McKenzie    Questions?   1 415 479 8971 or jane_mck@prodigy.net  

mailto:jane_mck@prodigy.net


Note Book 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
 

Shellan Saling graduated  
from UC Davis with a B.A. in 
International Relations.  On 

August 19th she will be moving to India for  
2 years to work with the Milaan Foundation 
/ Girl Icons.  This is a US based NGO which 
works to empower and amplify the voices 
of adolescent girls internationally, so they 
can advocate for access to free, safe, and 
quality education.  Shellan will be based in 
New Delhi but she will travel frequently to  
a number of states throughout India. 
 

WEDDING BELLS –  
 

Natalie West & Eric Morgan  
will be married on July 21st at 
 the Meadow Club in Fairfax.   
We wish them God’s blessings for a life 
filled with love, surprises and lots of 
laughter. 
 

SAY CHEESE   
 

This year we will again be  
putting together a pictorial  
church directory of members & friends.  For 
this to be successful, we need everybody to 
come have your portraits taken.  There will 
be 3 portrait dates: September 13 & 14 
from 12noon – 7pm and September 15 
from 10am – 5pm. 
 

Lifetouch will be taking the pictures.  There 
is NO cost for sitting, the picture for the 
directory or the directories.  Lifetouch will 
ask that you spend some time with them to 
see if you’d like to purchase photos for 
yourself. 
 

Scheduling appointments (on line or at 
church) will begin in a couple weeks. 
Through this process you will receive 2-3 
automated phone calls about the photo 
session scheduling & reminders. 
 

Please plan to participate by getting your 
picture taken.

 

Summer Celebrations 
 

Birthdays 
 
July  
 
6 Annegret Schmidt 
7 Ann Marymor 
 Jeff Jacobs 
10 Linda Dunn 
12 Lauren Meisel 
14 Miles Marymor 
16 David Shepard 
17 Will Peck 
18 Corneille Church 
20  Rod Seeger 
21 Carol Zlatunich 
23 Sue Southgate 
27 Karen Peters 
28 Gregg Mattner 
29 Bode Siegel 

 
 
August  
  
8 Nicholas Rosano 
10 Joe O’Neill, Jr.  
 Jay Bayler 
13 Leif Lacy 
16 Benjamin Siegel 
 Elle Theobald 
18 Katie Weidmann 
20 Carol Cunliffe 
21 Michael Rosendahl 
 Tristan Mitchell 
22 Jeff Reinders 
24 John Bischoff 
 
 
 

 
Anniversaries 
 
July 
 
4 Kathy & Jay Bayler 
5 David Shepard & Jim Fye 
13 Marilyn & Roy Davis 
16 Carol & Rick Cunliffe 
 
 
August 
 
3 Pastors Renée & Craig Geiger 
25 Mary Creigh Houts & 
 Michael Rosendahl 
27 Pastors Kathryn Gulbranson      

& Tom Gable 
30 Carol & Rob Zlatunich

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Gathering 
 

Generations X, Y & (little) Z’s we hope you 
will ALL take the time to join together for a 
gathering this summer: Sunday, July 15th 
beginning at 4:00pm, Terrapin Crossroads, 
100 Yacht Club Drive, San Rafael.  We’ll 
meet at the Beach Park adjacent to the 
restaurant. Food/drinks are available from 
the outdoor bar window.  Those with kids 
know they have fun playing in the park. 
 
Please let us know you plan to come.  It will 
give Pastor Tom a head’s up and he will 
know to look for you. 
 
Bring yourself, bring a friend, bring your 
family! 
 
 

San Francisco Night Ministry 
 

 July is the month our 2nd mile 
donations are earmarked for 
the SF Night Ministry.  This 
year, is a milestone of sorts – 
Pastor Lyle Beckman – Night 
Minister for the past 14 years, 
is retiring on August 31. 

 
Pastor Lyle has a special place in our hearts  
as he served as our interim pastor for 18 
months before Pastors Tom & Kathryn 
arrived in 2005.  The following is excerpted 
from Pastor Lyle’s article is the weekly SPS 
Newsletter: 

Could Jesus be described as the first Night 
Minister?  We imagine him so. The phrase “It 
was night” appears in Bible stories where Jesus 
ministers to individuals. 
 
In my fourteen years as a Night Minister I 
 have had more profound and meaningful 
conversations with people on street corners, in 
bars, and in coffee shops at night, than in any of 
the more respectable places one might be found. 
 
Night Ministers hear confessions, secrets, and 
stories of abuse, guilt, shame and loss. We help 
folks mediate the complicated strands of faith 
and life; the fears of God’s wrath and 
punishment; and the hopelessness that God 
doesn’t love them anymore. We connect them to 
their earliest memories of faith; and pray with 
them in confidence in Jesus’ name. 
 
Just as Jesus did, we are there to listen, to 
forgive, to love, to bless, and to share a word of 
hope in the middle of the night. 
 
We could not continue without your 
support. Thank you for your prayers, socks and 
other hand-outs, and your Second Mile Giving 
offerings. With your help Night Ministers and 
volunteer Crisis Line Counselors engaged in over 
30,000 significant conversations last year, and 
we will continue serving as the “churches’ night 
shift”. 
 
This year, help us honor Pastor Lyle’s 
ministry.  All donations we receive for July’s 
2nd mile ministry, we will forward to San 
Francisco Night Ministry in honor of Pastor 
Lyle Beckman.  Make checks payable to MLC 
and note “2nd mile” or “SFNM” in the 
memo line. 
 

 



Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly Reflections 
 

Thank you all for sending me as one of your 

delegates to the recent Synod Assembly for 

the Sierra-Pacific Synod. The Assembly was 

galvanizing for me both personally and 

spiritually, and I was grateful to see so many 

Lutherans gathered together to proclaim and 

affirm that our faith calls us to action in the 

world. 

 

The theme of the Assembly was “We are 

Church together: this is our neighborhood,”  

a deliberately inclusive affirmation that was 

clearly at the heart of our worship services 

and that informed the issues placed before 

the delegates. I was struck by how our 

Synod’s presiding Bishop Mark Holmerud 

used his platform to lift up the voices of our 

brothers and sisters who worship around the 

world: we heard a presentation on the work 

of the Lutheran Church in Rwanda, and a 

powerful sermon from the Presiding Bishop 

of El Salvador. The speakers talked explicitly 

about the need for the ELCA to walk with 

the oppressed, to honor and witness the 

struggle of marginalized communities here  

at home as well as in developing nations. 

 

I am proud that our Synod leadership, 

including our own Pastor Kathryn, put 

together an Assembly program that centered 

the difficult issues facing our church and our 

communities today. For example, we heard 

presentations on the reach of gender 

discrimination and sexual harassment from 

local high schools to the higher reaches of 

church hierarchy. As part of these panels, our 

tables of delegates – eight or nine Lutherans 

from across the Synod, most of whom didn’t 

know each other – talked 

frankly and honestly about 

our own experiences. For 

me as a young woman, it 

was a privilege to hear  

 

from older women in the church about the 

ways they addressed discrimination in their 

own congregations over the past decades, and 

it was moving that the men at our tables 

talked about how they too worked to make 

our church more inclusive. 

 

On Saturday afternoon, the Assembly offered 

workshops on a variety of topics, including 

food security and a preview of questions the 

ELCA will be voting on at the churchwide 

Assembly next year. One of the questions 

that the churchwide ELCA will be voting on 

is a “Social Statement” – guidelines for the 

ELCA and for individual congregations – on 

gender within the church. We will hold an 

Adult Sunday School workshop this fall at 

Marin Lutheran Church, so that everyone 

who is interested can read the Statement and 

has the opportunity to submit comments to 

the ELCA before it is finalized and voted on 

next spring. 

 

Our Assembly showed me how broad the 

Lutheran community is here in Northern 

California. It isn’t “just” Marin Lutheran; we 

exist as part of a network of neighbors who 

care about the same things we do, and whose 

congregations are facing the same questions 

that we face. The weekend was empowering 

and informative, from joining in worship 

with a ballroom full of people to talking in 

small groups about how we can better serve 

our church. We discussed how to share 

fellowship with other Lutheran churches 

nearby, and are looking forward to planning 

something later this summer. More news on 

fellowship and the workshop to follow, and 

please let me know if 

you have any questions 

about the Assembly!  

 

Emily Rosendahl 

 



 
 

What do you get when you mix a Rain Gutter Regatta Sailboat race, Build-Your-Own faux 

campfires and s’mores, good food and friendly people?  The answer is a super fun MLC picnic 

to kick off the Rolling River Rampage Vacation Bible School! 
  

Many thanks to Rusty and Erin Morgan who engineered an 

unforgettable rain gutter race course for the Regatta Sailboat 

Race. The seaworthy creations were constructed from juice 

boxes, paper cups, Play dough and many other treasures from 

the Bischoff home.  Also, thank you to the many volunteers 

who made this a successful event. 

  

The church provided hot dogs and lemonade.  The menu was 

rounded out by delicious culinary creations from congregation 

members. 

  

Rich Myhre provided river rampage themed items, Hal and Carol Sherley provided balloons 

and again we dipped into the exclusive Bischoff treasure trove for centerpieces to decorate. 

  

Mark your calendars now for our popular Marin Lutheran Church Oktoberfest 

on Saturday, October 13.  Dust off your Lederhosen and dirndls for another fun 

filled event. 

 

Marie Jacobs 

 

The Outreach Team is becoming “Mysterious!” 
 

So what’s the mystery?  The mystery is a bus!  
 

Okay, okay. So maybe you might think that Outreach Team is a little “out there.”  We confess that 
we are.  But we think you will want to be too! 
 

Saturday, September 8th, will be the first “Mystery Bus Tour.”  Here’s how it works: you sign up for 
a day to go somewhere that you don’t know you are going!  This is an act of faith, something us 
Lutherans certainly understand.  The bus will take us to an interesting venue/site within 2 hours of 
MLC.  The destination will not be revealed until we actually arrive.  The cost of the trip will include 
everything: bus, refreshments for the trip, fun activities on the bus, informational/background 
related to the mystery place delivered by an expert on the subject, a scrumptious meal at a top 
restaurant, and any costs associated with the destination.  
 

The best part of the day will be, of course, spending time with your friends at  
MLC.  Plus, we are paying particular attention to any special mobility needs.   
Details to follow. 
 

But that’s not all!  The Outreach Team is also actively working on a new website,  
sending Baptismal Anniversary cards, designing and ordering an MLC coaster/mugs  
as a gift for visitors, and planning a Christmas Caroling event in December. 
 

Karen Peters 

Jonathan & Robert with the boats 
they made.  Jonathan won the race! 

Fellowship Spotlight 



 

ELCA National Youth Gathering 

 

At this writing, Sophie Zlatunich, Mia Lacy, Isaiah Clark-Hexter & Pr. Tom, 

along with Grace, Katherine & Cora (adult leader) from St. Mark’s, SF are at the 

National Youth Gathering in Houston.  (Perhaps by the time you read this, they will be 

home.)  In any case, we do want to share with you some pictures of their trip . . . 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Mia       Katherine     Sophie           Isaiah 

All ready for Sierra Pacific Synod Day activities. 

3rd row seats for 
an evening mass 

gathering! 

A visit to Reconciling 

Works during the 

interactive learning 

day. 

We would like to thank everyone for all your support in 

helping us attend the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston. 

We look forward to sharing with the congregation (a Sunday 

this fall) some of what we experienced.  THANK YOU! 

       Grace      Sophie  Isaiah       Pr. Tom          Mia                 Cora 

A trip to the Houston Zoo on Wednesday morning.  
Do you see the praying mantis behind them? 

Service Day: 
Cleaning  

up the 
Meadow 

Brook 
neighborhood 

of Houston. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
August 6-10, 9:00am -12noon 

Ages: 3½ years through 5th grade 
Cost: $70 (each additional sibling - $60) 

Closing Celebration: August 12 at 11:00am 
 

Marin Lutheran Church 
 

649 Meadowsweet Dr 
Corte Madera, CA 

 

www.marinlutheran.org 



 

COMMITTEE & MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS 
PASTOR TOM IS AN EX-OFFICIO MEMBER OF ALL COMMITTEES & TEAMS 

 

COMMITEES 

 

Church Property 
 

Chair: 

 

Volunteers: Currently, many folks volunteer 

their time when a call goes out for help. 

 

 

Finance & Administration 
 

Chair: 

 

Members: Jenny Church, Michael Halloran, 
Jim Kamphoefner, Gregg Mattner, Will Peck 

 

 

Staff Congregation Relations 
 

Chair: John Bischoff  

 

Members: Susan Morrow, Dan Watrous 

Yvonne Weidmann 

 

 

 

MINISTRY TEAMS 

 

Cong Care & Fellowship 
 

Chair: Marie Jacobs 

 

Volunteers: Barbara Bischoff, John 

Bischoff, Jenny Church, Esther Johnson, 

Jane McKenzie, Anke Pahmeyer, Lorri 

Reinders, Carol Sherley, Blanche Sprague, 

Sue Southgate 

 

Numerous others volunteer 

 

Education 
 

Chair: Susan Morrow 

 

Members: Barbara Bischoff, Carol Zlatunich 

 

 

Outreach 
 

Chair: Carol Sherley 

 

Members: Rich Myhre, Karen Peters, Lorri 

Reinders 

 

 

Social Action 
 

Chair: Jim Bedilion 

 

Members: Cathy Bedilion, Carol Cunliffe, 

Cheri Houts, Mary Creigh Houts, Faith 

Mooney. Judy Rossbach, Sandy Seeger, 

Line Shanks 

 

 

Stewardship 
 

Chair: Jim Kamphoefner 

 

Members: Tom Grams, John Lacy, Susan 

Morrow, Anke Pahmeyer, Paula Saling, Sue 

Southgate, Bev Kamphoefner (ex-officio) 

 

 

Worship & Music 
 

Chair: Michele Jacobs 

 

Members: Carol Cunliffe, Marilyn Davis, 

Ron Jacobs, Rod Seeger, David Shepard

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Ross Johnson, President  Yvonne Weidmann, Vice-President  Barbara Allen, Secretary 

Tricia Friedman, John Lacy, Tom Schmidt & Kate Siegel are all at Large Council Members 



 

Community Partner Updates: 

MIC and MOC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come 

to the following events:  

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) is a respectful collaborative that 

celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and builds community. MIC 

cultivates a community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over 

thirty years, MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to 

make Marin a more vibrant and equitable community. 

 

MIC Accepting Applications for Appointee to Buck Family Fund's Trustees. MIC gratefully 

acknowledges Abbess Fu Schroeder of Green Gulch Farm Zen Center for serving as our 

appointee to the Board of Trustees of the Marin Community Foundation's Buck Family Fund.   

Fu is completing her second four-year term, which is the maximum allowed. 

 

The Buck Family Fund seeks to create equity of opportunity through the distribution of grants 

that benefit residents of Marin County. MIC makes a single appointment to the fund's Board of 

Trustees. MIC is accepting applications/nominations for those interested in serving as our new 

appointee to the Buck Family Fund's Board of Trustees.  

 

For more information on the process and for an application form, please see the website: 

https://www.marinifc.org/buck-family-fund-appointee  / Applications must be received 

by 5:00pm, Tues., July 31st. 

 
Love Lives in Marin, (an initiative of Marin Interfaith Council), nurtures a 

positive, welcoming environment in Marin, and cultivates a culture of 

love throughout the county that reshapes our public discourse. Love 

Lives in Marin aspires to rise above the fray and speak with and for those 

whose voices are over-shadowed and marginalized. We seek to create 

an inclusive community where everyone is welcome. To find out more 

about this initiative and to view the most recent newsletter, see the 

website, https://www.marinifc.org/love-lives-marin.  

 
Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan 

and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and non-profits located 

throughout Marin County. MOC’s core mission is the building of a power 

organization through the identification, development and mentorship of 

leaders from member institutions. The leaders identify, research and respond 

to the economic, social and political pressures facing their families, 

neighborhoods, communities and institutions in Marin County. This response takes the form of 

collective public action. 

https://www.marinifc.org/buck-family-fund-appointee
https://www.marinifc.org/love-lives-marin


 
 



 

 



 

JULY 2018 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 July 1st July 8th July 15th July 22nd  July 29th  

 READINGS 

Lamentation 3:22-33 

Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

Mark 5:21-43 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 

Psalm 123 

2 Corinth 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 

Amos 7:7-15 

Psalm 85:8-13 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:14-29 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

2 Kings 4:42-44 

Psalm 145:10-18 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

John 6:1-21 

GREETERS      

9:00 AM Sandy Seeger Barbara Bischoff Cheri Houts Marie Jacobs Blanche Sprague 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Katharine Peck Jane McKenzie Barbara Bischoff Erna Randig 

      

USHER      

9:00 AM Jon Rolien Tom Schmidt Michael Houts Ron Jacobs Carol Cunliffe 

11:00 AM Rick West Will Peck Rich Myhre Paul Davis Lorri Reinders 

      

ACOLYTE      

9:00 AM  Sasha G / Jacob S Ellery/Giorgia S Annabelle/ Haakon Leif L & Isaiah CH 

11:00 AM      

      

LECTOR      

9:00 AM Rebecca Shunk Karen Clinton Sophie Stankus John Halloran Susan Boom 

11:00 AM Kerry Hansen Michele Jacobs Annemarie Hofling  Tricia Friedman 

      

ALM      

9:00 AM Kathy Bayler Sharon Guy Susan Morrow Sharon Guy Yvonne Weidmann 

11:00 AM Betsy McCormick Paul Davis  Betsy McCormick Paul Davis 

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:00 AM Sandy S / Jane McK    Jane McKenzie 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Erna Randig Jane McK/Tricia F Barbara Bischoff Tricia F/Erna R 

      

SOUND TECH      

9:00 AM Dan Watrous Dan Watrous Bart Saling Jeff Reinders John Bischoff 

11:00 AM Kerry Hansen Bart Saling Kerry Hansen John Bischoff Jeff Reinders 

      

COUNTERS      

9:00 AM 
Kamphoefners 

Roy Davis Kerry & Colleen 

Hansen 
Kamphoefner 

Jeff & Lorri 

Reinders 11:00 AM Kamphoefner 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:00 AM 
Rebecca Shunk MLCW Sandy Seeger Ann Marymor Karen Clinton 

11:00 AM 

      

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

      

FLOWERS   Carol Cunliffe  Houts/Rosendahls 

      

Child CHURCH      

 



AUGUST 2018 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 August 5th      August 12th August 19th August 26th  

READINGS 

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 

Psalm 78:23-29 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 

1 Kings 19:4-8 

Psalm 34:1-8 

Ephesians 4:25—5:2 

John 6:35, 41-51 

Proverbs 9:1-6 

Psalm 34:9-14 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

John 6:51-58 

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

Psalm 34:15-22 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

John 6:56-69 

GREETERS  VBS – Closing Cele   

9:00 AM  Cathy Bedilion MC Houts Marie Jacobs Blanche Sprague 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Sandy Seeger Erna Randig Barbara Bischoff 

     

USHER     

9:00 AM  Tom Schmidt Michael Rosendahl Ron Jacobs Lorri Reinders 

11:00 AM Rick West Rich Myhre Will Peck Paul Davis 

     

ACOLYTE     

9:00 AM  James M/Joshua CH  Ellery & Giorgia S Sophie Z & Sasha G 

11:00 AM     

     

LECTOR     

9:00 AM  Dan Watrous Ross Johnson Marie Jacobs Conner Grams 

11:00 AM Will Peck  Kerry Hansen Annemarie Hofling 

     

ALM     

9:00 AM  Kathy Bayler Sharon Guy Yvonne Weidmann  

11:00 AM Betsy McCormick Susan Morrow Paul Davis Betsy McCormick 

     

COMM ASSIST     

9:00 AM   MC Houts / Carol C  Carol Zlatunich 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie  Erna Randig Tricia F & Barb B 

     

SOUND TECH     

9:00 AM  Bart Saling Dan Watrous Bart Saling Jeff Reinders 

11:00 AM Kerry Hansen Jeff Reinders Kerry Hansen John Bischoff 

     

COUNTERS     

9:00 AM  Roy Davis 
Jeff & Lorri Reinders 

Kerry & Colleen 

Hansen 
Kamphoefner 

11:00 AM Kamphoefner 

     

COFFEE HOUR     

9:00 AM  Education Ministry 

Team Time/Talent 

Reinders 
Judy Rossbach Lindsey Theobald 

11:00 AM VBS Picnic 

     

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

     

FLOWERS Theobalds Johnsons Carol Cunliffe Houts/Rosendahls 

     

CHLD CHURCH Rich Myhre NO Children’s Church Lauren Meisel Travis Theobald 

 



 


