The theme for our Stewardship Ministry this year is “Live Courageously”. The
corresponding Bible verse comes from Psalm 31:24—“Be strong, and let your heart take
courage, all you who wait for the Lord.” For the last few years we’ve been following the
Ecumenical Stewardship Center’s four-year theme that centers on a couple verses—
Timothy 6: 18-19—”They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to
share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they
may take hold of the life that really is life.” (Last year’s theme was “Live Generously” and
before that “Live Simply” and “Live Free”.)
Dictionary.com notes that the definition of “courage” is “the quality of mind or spirit
that enables a person to face difficulty, danger, pain, etc., without fear; bravery.” I
believe life today presents us with so many ongoing difficulties, dangers and pains,
whether it’s family challenges, community inequities, or larger national and
international injustices. We need courage to face them; we need courage sometimes just
to get out of bed in the morning.
Each day I pray the words of Psalm 31:24. I ask God to help me be strong and to give
me the courage I need. I wait on the Lord in prayer. I wait on the Lord during the day.
And thanks be to God, God comes to me in moments, incidents and people throughout
each and every day.
May you feel the strength and courage of God that you need today as you encounter the
challenges that your life brings. Rejoice and be glad that God is with you through it all.
Amen.
Peace,

Pastor Tom

A Note from our Interim Choir Director
Dear Congregation,
I am so thrilled to be leading the choir as Interim Director through this special
Season of 2018. I have been connected with MLC as a service musician for
over 10 years now, and feel very blessed to have the opportunity to continue
that work with the choir, contributing beautiful and inspirational music for
every service. Of special note is our upcoming Christmas Eve service where
music is at the heart of our celebration. We have selected a stunning program
of Christmas songs, carols, and hymns, and will shortly begin our rehearsals. If
you are interested, I welcome you to join our choir for this special time. All
ages and levels are welcome and rehearsals are in the Sanctuary on Wednesdays from 7:00pm 8:30pm, we promise you’ll have a lot of fun. As a Choral Director, I have taught and conducted
the Mill Valley based SingersMarin, choral ensembles Les Etoiles (high school), Joyful Sound
(all ages mixed), and Wings of Song (adult women), as well as
taught choir at Redwood High School and am also the associate
conductor of the Marin Symphony Youth Orchestra. I welcome
your participation with us as singers and members. For more
information, please contact me at andreigorchov@gmail.com or
at 415-272-1053. I look forward to seeing you as congregation
members and as singers!

Andrei Gorchov
Looking Ahead to December

November 22nd at 10:00am
Join us as we begin our day
giving praise and thanks to God
for abundant blessings.
Bring family and friends to this service.
Offerings given during this service or
in your Thanksgiving offering envelope
are designated for
Lutheran World Hunger

December 1st: Mystery Bus Tour
December 2nd: Cong. Elections Meeting
December 8th: Decorating the sanctuary
9:00am to 12 noon
December 9th, St. Nicholas Celebration
3:30-5:00pm – Parents’ free time
5:15pm – Dinner & Surprise!
December 23rd: German Language
Christmas Service at 3:00pm
December 24th: Christmas Eve Services
4:00pm – Family Service
6:00pm – Service of Lessons/Carols
10:30pm – Traditional Service

Church Painting Is Almost Complete
By the time you read this newsletter, the exterior painting of our church home will
almost be complete. We’re grateful that the dry fall weather has lingered and
permitted the painters to work their magic. We also appreciate the working
relationship we’ve had with Larry Boeck and Associates. They’re a good group of
people. Here’s a brief report on the project, which allows us to wrap things up – and
move on to our next project!
We functioned as a committee in dealing with the different parts of the church, with
all their idiosyncrasies, and working to implement the three-color scheme selected by
the congregation. The committee included the trio appointed by the congregation
(Carol Cunliffe, Jeff Reinders and Esther Johnson), plus Bev Kamphoefner, Barb
Bischoff and myself. Thanks to these folks for expressing opinions, tending to many
details and answering numerous e-mails.
As we had anticipated, a significant amount of dry rot was discovered and thoroughly
replaced, largely in the narthex exterior. The new materials blend in very well and I
don’t think you can quickly point to the new elements. Federico did an excellent job
with this part of the project. We’re also taking advantage of the opportunity to
replace at least a couple of doors that were in tough shape, along with one window.
Finally, when the project is fully complete, I’d ask the question,
“What’s your favorite thing about the new paint job on our
church home?” I already know my answer to that question
– it’s the appearance of the church when viewed from the
patio. I love the fresh, inviting appearance of the
sanctuary windows that face the patio. So when
they finish in the first few days of November,
take a good look. What’s your favorite thing?
On behalf of the painting group,

Ross Johnson
NOVEMBER CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
1
4
5
8
10
12

Clint Bastin
Joanna West
Michaela Marymor
Nicky Church
Sandy Seeger
Craig Geiger

13
15
21
25
28
29
30

Erika Cunliffe
Emily Rosendahl
Roy Allen
Megan Reinders
Cathy Bedilion
Dan Watrous
Carolyn Myhre

STEWARDSHIP

The Bookies

Live Courageously!

The Bookies are on the move, changing
our meetings to Wednesday mornings.

“Be strong and take
courage, all you who
wait for the Lord.”
Psalm 31:24
Our fall Stewardship Emphasis began on
October 28th – Reformation Sunday – when
in his sermon, Pastor Tom tied in the
stewardship theme of living courageously
with the theme of Reformation. Tom
Schmidt shared a wonderful Stewardship
moment about what courageous living is for
him. Thanks to both “Toms” for their
messages.

In November we will meet on Wednesday,
11/28 at 10:00am in the church narthex.
The following meetings will be held on
the 3rd Wednesday of the month.
Our November book is:
And After the Fire
by Lauren Belfer
Lorri will lead the
discussion, Blanche will
bake and Sue will set up
the coffee.

November 4, 11 and 18 we continue our
Stewardship program. You will hear from
more individuals about how they experience
Living Courageously.

Everyone is invited to join us, we’d love
new members of the book club, but if
you’d like to drop by for a time of two,
please come.

November 18 is Stewardship Celebration
Sunday. We welcome the Rev. Rob
McClellan, senior pastor of Westminster
Pres, in Tiburon as our guest preacher.

Lorri Reinders

We encourage everyone to come to a service
that Sunday and join us for the Celebration
Lunch which follows the late service.

Between services on November 11th, our
youth that attended the youth gathering in
Houston this past summer, along with
Pastor Tom, will share briefly, their
recollections of the event. They have some
pictures to show us as well.

We ask that you participate by:
 Placing a Heart of Courage on the
stewardship tree in the narthex – write a
word or phrase that signifies an act of
courage to you.
 Think about your commitment to Marin
Lutheran for 2019
 Join in the offertory processional during
the services on Nov 18, by bringing
offerings, food and commitment cards
forward to the altar
 Come, join us for lunch

Jim Kamphoefner

National Youth Gathering

Please plan to
come and get a
flavor of what
these individuals
experienced among
30,000 other
Lutheran youth!

Outreach Team
is sponsoring a Mystery Bus Tour
Saturday, December 1st from 10:30am to 4:00pm
(Allow a little leeway in the return time.)
The destination is a MYSTERY. The only hint we are given is
that it is less than 2 hours away.
Cost: $65 per person – early bird rate if you sign up by November 4th
$75 after November 4th / children under 10 are free
Please make checks payable to MLC and note “Tour” in the memo line
Invite your friends, family, neighbors – people that don’t routinely come to MLC and
plan to have FUN!
Christmas is the theme for the day. On the bus we’ll enjoy snacks drinks, foodie
surprises. We’ll sing songs and play games. A brown bag lunch will be supplied on the
bus as well.
Sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex, or you can get in touch with the church office
and let us know you’d like to come. Join those already signed up and see what the
mystery is about.

Church Council Highlights – October 2018


Council met on Monday, October 8th. We hope to
have another Saturday morning breakfast meeting in
November at Ross Johnson’s home.



Members of the Social Action Ministry Team presented a detailed proposal for upgrading
the small kitchen in the space below the sanctuary.



Pastor Tom named the current members of the Search Committee for David Shepard’s
successor. More members may be added to the Committee in the near future.



Tom Schmidt and Ross Johnson are continuing their conversations with Phil Boyle in the
Corte Madera Planning Department, seeking his advice regarding the complexities of
selling a portion of our hillside property.



Ross and Jim Kamphoefner have been working on revisions to MLC’s Memorial Funds
Policy. Council members are studying the latest revisions and will vote by email on the
updated policy before our next meeting.



The Finance Committee’s proposed 2019 Ministry Plan (budget) was presented at the
Council meeting. We will discuss the proposed budget at our November 12th meeting.
Barbara Allen, Secretary

Marin Lutheran Church Women
Circle Bible Study & Serve & Share:
November 15, 10am in the conference room.
This month we combine our Bible study and service work.
Bible Study Session 3: Turning as the church to the world.
Our Fall Bible study has focused on the theme of repentance and this month we conclude
the series by exploring our relationships with the church to the world.
Then we’ll spend time visiting and tying quilts, finish greetings for homebound members
and friends. Thanks to everyone who made it possible to complete 55 quilts and thanks to Bev
who delivered them to the ingathering. Thank you all.
Women’s Thankoffering Sunday - November 18th.

Jane McKenzie
Notes from Social Action Ministry Team
Mill Street Center - The “Front Door” of Homeward Bound Adult Services
We want to thank all those who continue to provide food for the monthly meals we take to the Mill
Street Center in San Rafael. Mill Street is a 55-bed facility and is the county’s only night-to-night
emergency shelter for homeless individuals, serving both men and women in separate dormitorystyle rooms. We are part of a network of volunteers from three dozen churches and community
groups that provides a home-cooked dinner for these folks each night, along with breakfast items for
the morning. Your faithful efforts help us accomplish an important task. THANK YOU!
Coming up for November and December
Please watch for the food collection barrels for the SF-Marin Food Bank that will be in place in
our narthex beginning on Sunday, October 28 and continuing through Sunday, November 18
(Stewardship Celebration Sunday). The people of MLC always do an impressive job of filling
these barrels and helping with this ongoing need in our communities. Once again we invite you to
take this opportunity to donate non-perishable food items that are so needed by so many.
Also please look for a collection bin that will be in place during the same time for Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary students. Along with food items for the students, there is a need for personal
care items (toothpaste, toothbrushes, floss, soap, shampoo, razors, shaving cream, feminine hygiene
products, toilet paper, Kleenex, cold/flu remedies, etc.). Your donations help lighten the load of
struggling seminary students and are gratefully received.
In addition, MLC will again participate in the 31st annual Ritter Center Familyto-Family Holiday Program. Check the narthex for our Angel Trees with their
gift tags! Details will follow as to how you can join in to provide a wonderful
holiday for a local family with donations of gift cards and requested gifts.
Collection of the gifts will begin in November and continue through Sunday,
December 9.
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! We are sincerely grateful for your continued
support of these endeavors!

Cathy Bedilion

Weekend for Christmas Preparations!
(Save part of your Saturday and Sunday and JOIN US!)

Decorating the Church
Saturday, December 8th from 9:00am to 12noon, come and join in the fun of getting
our sanctuary decorated for Christmas. Wreaths are hung in the windows, the
Chrismons are hung on the tree. There are jobs for everyone to do. Kids love filling
the tree with Chrismons! Often, the church is filled with Christmas music, and there
are usually goodies to nibble on.

You’re Invited to Celebrate the Arrival of St. Nicholas
Sunday, December 9, 2018
3:30-5:00 PM: Children (3 years-6th grade) get a chance to celebrate
(with supervising elves!) via games, crafts and music while parents and
caregivers use 1.5 hours of pre-holiday free time however they like!
(Possibilities could include a little shopping, decorating, gift wrapping
or maybe just sitting down, taking a breath and savoring the season.)
5:15-7:30: Everyone in the MLC community is invited for food, fun and
festivity, very possibly highlighted by a visit from St. Nicholas!
Donations of warm hats, scarves and gloves as well as white socks will be collected for
donation to the San Francisco Night Ministry.
What do you need to do to be part of all of this?
RSVP for either one or BOTH opportunities to celebrate! All ages are welcome!
(415) 924-3785 or marinluthean@sbcglobal.net.
(Have a hankering to be an elf for an afternoon? Volunteers are needed to help with games,
crafts and music AND to help with dinner (set up, serve and clean up). I have it on good
authority, that an hour or two of elf help moves you a little bit farther up on Santa’s “nice”
list . . . from my lips to Santa’s ear! Contact me (gomorrow@jps.net) or leave a message at
the church office if you’d like to be an elf-in-motion rather than just that elf-on-a-shelf!)
Susan Morrow

God in America: How Religious Liberty Shaped America
A joint MLC/SOH Adult Ed Class: Thursday afternoons
November 1, 8 & 15 from 3 to 4:30 pm. Held at Shepherd
of the Hills Lutheran Church in Tiburon
Since the days when the Puritan "city on a hill" beckoned
on the horizon of the New World, religious faith and belief
have forged America's ideals, molded its identity and
shaped its sense of mission at home and abroad. A coproduction of AMERICAN EXPERIENCE and FRONTLINE, this series examines how religious
dissidents helped shape the American concept of religious liberty and the controversial evolution
of that ideal in the nation's courts and political arena; how religious freedom and waves of new
immigrants and religious revivals fueled competition in the religious marketplace; how
movements for social reform -- from abolition to civil rights -- galvanized men and women to put
their faith into political action; and how religious faith influenced conflicts from the American
Revolution to the Cold War.
Each session we will watch portions of the program and then discuss what we’ve seen. In our
conversation we will seek to apply what we’ve learned to our current congregational challenges.
Plan now to come, even if you’ve missed a previous session or sessions, for an interesting and
provocative time of learning, fellowship and light snacks and beverages.

God in America: How Religious Liberty Shaped America
Thursdays
3 - 4:30 pm
11/1
11/8
11/15

Session Topic
“A Nation Reborn” & “A New Light”
“Soul of a Nation”
“Of God and Caesar”

Location: Shepherd of the
Hills Lutheran Church
9 Shepherd Way
(off Trestle Glen) in Tiburon

This is another experiment in doing ministry together with the folks of Shepherd of the Hills
Lutheran Church. They are hosting this joint class as they have a level parking lot and a handicap
accessible narthex that is comfortable for having an adult education class.

Men’s Bible Study
For the month of November, we will conclude the study of the book of Ephesians begun at the
end of August. This fascinating letter is especially relevant to our broader context today as Paul,
the writer, was speaking to a society and church struggling with deep divisions. We will meet on
the last Saturday of November, the 24th from 9 to 10:15 am. Please invite other men from the
congregation and community to come and enjoy an important time of spiritual growth and
fellowship.

Sunday, November 4th from 5 to 7 pm.
 We will continue our exploration of the
New Testament, looking at the Book,
Acts of the Apostles.
 Bringing dinner this evening is the ClarkHexter family.

Sunday, November 25th from 5 to 7 pm.
 We will continue our exploration of the
New Testament, focusing on Paul and
the Early Church.
 Bringing dinner this evening is the Lacy
family.

Community Partner Updates
Everyone is invited and encouraged to come to the following events:

Marin Organizing
Committee (MOC)
As you know we have been
working with the County of
Marin to get passed renter protections. To
date the Board of Supervisors have passed a
couple of them—an ordinance about not
discriminating against potential renters
based on their source of income, and a
mandatory mediation ordinance requiring
mediation for rent increases over 5%. In
December they will be considering a third
ordinance protecting renters from unjust
evictions. The idea is to adopt these on the
county level and then move onto local
municipalities.
In Marin, the largest number of renters live
in San Rafael and then Novato. So, we are
beginning to work with the City of San
Rafael to advocate on behalf of renters to
get passed ordinances around “source of
income” and other protections. Toward that
end, Marin Organizing Committee is hosting
an Action on Wednesday, November 7th at
St. Raphael’s Church from 6:30 to 8 pm.
Residents, community leaders, and elected
officials will gather to listen to each other
talk about what it’s like to live and rent in
San Rafael. This will be a great opportunity
to connect with residents from across San
Rafael and to show your support for
renters.
(MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and
non-profit organization of churches,
synagogues and non-profits located
throughout Marin County. MOC’s core
mission is the building of a power
organization through the identification,
development and mentorship of leaders
from member institutions.

Marin Interfaith
Council (MIC)
13th Annual Visionary
Marin—A Fundraiser for
MIC—Sunday, November 11th, 3:30 to 6:00 pm
at Congregation Rodef Sholom (170 San Pedro
Road San Rafael). Two exceptional individuals
working for education equity in Marin County
will be honored—Bettie Hodges of The Hannah
Project & The Freedom School of Marin County,
and Kim Mazzuca of 10,000 Degrees.
Come Join Us—Hear the wisdom and vision of
our honorees and connect with Marin faith
communities and interfaith partners. Go to the
Marin Interfaith Website, www.marinifc.org for
more information and to register.
Monthly Meditation—Wednesday November
14th, 5:30 - 6:30 pm—First Presbyterian Church
(1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). Cost:
Love Offering at the door. This month our leader
is: Sylvia Krug—Baha’i. Sylvia Marie Krug is
passionate about the benefits of meditation to
increase life satisfaction and to heal old wounds.
MIC Fall Retreat: Bringing in Love
Join us for a day of reflection, connection and
soulful silence as together we bring in love that
can transform our lives, & through us, the
world. With retreat leaders: Rabbi Susan Leider
of Congregation Kol Shofar and Rev. David
Gregory of Community Congregational Church,
Tiburon We will be exploring some teachings
from The 8 Habits of Love, by Ed Bacon.
(MIC) is a respectful collaborative that
celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and
builds community. MIC cultivates a community
diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over
thirty years, MIC has enabled congregations,
nonprofits and individuals to make Marin a
more vibrant and equitable community.

Worship in November
November 4 – ALL SAINTS DAY
This year's All Saints readings have the most tears. Isaiah and Revelation look forward
to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John's gospel, Jesus weeps along with
Mary and all the gathered mourners before he demonstrates his power over death. On
All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for
our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring our grief to the
table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah's feast to come.

November 11
Widows are visible everywhere in today's readings. Jesus denounces those scribes
who pray impressive prayers but devour widows' houses. He commends the poor
widow who in his view gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn't see her
simply as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who
shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does something of great importance.

November 18 – STEWARDSHIP CELEBRATION SUNDAY
The readings today tell of the final resurrection and the end time. In the turmoil
of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews sounds
a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for us where there is no way, and
we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting
the one who has promised. The more we see the last day approaching, the more
important it is to meet together to provoke one another to love.
This is the culmination of our stewardship emphasis. We welcome The Rev. Rob McClellan, senior
pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Tiburon as our guest preacher. Our choir shares a
beautiful anthem, we lay our offerings and commitments for 2019 at the altar. These offerings include
our regular weekly offerings, food for the Marin Food Bank and Women’s Thankofferings

November 22 – DAY OF THANKSGIVING
Today's readings reflect two of the strains that go into the celebration of a
national day of thanksgiving: gratitude for abundant harvest (Joel) and civic
prayer for a peaceable common life (1 Timothy). The core meaning of
Thanksgiving for many of us—a home feast for extended family and friends—is
not reflected in the readings; but it is reflected weekly in the church's meal of
thanksgiving (eucharist). What we wish for both these thanksgiving meals is
that they will go deeper than celebration of one another and our own blessings,
to recognize in our true Host one who wants everyone brought to the table.

November 25 – THE REIGN OF CHRIST
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, they still longed for a true king
to set things right. He would have the king's title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would
be the "one like a human being" (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel's vision. Jesus
is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes
from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily
listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will
be the nonviolent victory of love.

NOVEMBER 2018 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
November 4th
READINGS

Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 24
Revelation 21:1-6a
John 11:32-44

GREETERS
9:00 AM Marie Jacobs
11:00 AM Cathy Bedilion

November 11th
1 Kings 17:8-16
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

November 18th
Daniel 12:1-3
Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:11-14
[15-18] 19-25
Mark 13:1-8

November 22nd
Joel 2:21-27
Psalm 126
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Matthew 6:25-33

November 25th
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

Thanks 10:00am
Sandy Seeger

MC Houts

Jane McKenzie

Cathy Bedilion

Tom Schmidt

Michael Rosendahl

Rich Myhre

Lorri Reinders
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Emily Rosendahl

Annemarie Hofling

Jenna Garcia

Susan Morrow

Sharon Guy

Betsy McCormick

Isai Garcia

Barbara Bischoff

Blanche Sprague
Erna Randig

USHER
9:00 AM Ron Jacobs
11:00 AM Will Peck
ACOLYTE
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Mia & Haakon L

LECTOR
9:00 AM John Lacy
11:00 AM Tricia Friedman

Paul Davis

Carol Cunliffe
Rick West

Jacob Shunk

Tricia Friedman

Susan Boom
Jim Kamphoefner

ALM
9:00 AM Kathy Bayler
11:00 AM Paul Davis
COMM ASSIST
9:00 AM
11:00 AM Tricia Friedman
SOUND TECH
9:00 AM Dan Watrous
11:00 AM John Bischoff
COUNTERS
9:00 AM
Kamphoefner
11:00 AM

Jane McKenzie

Jane McKenzie

Bart Sailing

Dan Watrous
Jeff Reinders

Betsy McCormick

Paul Davis

Tricia Friedman

Carol Zlatunich

Barbara Bischoff

Betsy M/Erna R

John Bischoff

Kamphoefner

Jeff & Lorri
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Kamphoefners

Mary Creigh Houts

Erin Morgan
Celebration Lunch

ALTAR GUILD

Bev/Jane

Bev/Jane

Bev/Jane

Bev/Jane

FLOWERS

Kamphoefners

Houts/Rosendahl

Jennifer Watters

Houts/Rosendahl

Child CHURCH

Rich Myhre

Lauren Meisel

Mary Creigh Houts

COFFEE HOUR
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Yvonne Weidmann

Kamphoefner

Jeff Reinders
Bart Saling

Roy Davis
Kamphoefner

Outreach Ministry
Team
Bev/Jane

