
 

 
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed. Alleluia! 

Pastor Kathryn receives a daily email quote from the Frederick Buechner Center.  The words 

comes from his fiction and nonfiction writings.  Last Sunday the quote was entitled “Easter.” 

Buechner writes, “Christmas has a large and colorful cast of characters including not only the 

three principals themselves, but the angel Gabriel, the innkeeper, the shepherds, the heavenly 

host, the three Wise Men, Herod, the star of Bethlehem, and even the animals kneeling in the 

straw…. With Easter it is entirely different. 

The Gospels are far from clear as to just what happened.  It began in the dark.  The stone had 

been rolled aside.  Matthew alone speaks of an earthquake.  In the tomb there were two white-

clad figures or possibly just one.  Mary Magdalen seems to have gotten there before anybody 

else….  One account says Peter came too with one of the other disciples….  Confusion was 

everywhere.  There is no agreement even as to the role of Jesus himself. 

It is not a major production at all, and the minor attractions we have created around it—the 

bunnies and baskets and bonnets, the dyed eggs—have so little to do with what it's all about that 

they neither add much nor subtract much.  It's not really even much of a story when you come 

right down to it, and that is of course the power of it.  It doesn't have the ring of great drama.  It 

has the ring of truth. 

He rose.  A few saw him briefly and talked to him.  If it is true, there is nothing left to say.  If it 

is not true, there is nothing left to say.  For believers and unbelievers both, life has never been 

the same again.  For some, neither has death.” 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen…. 

Pastor Tom  

  



WORSHIP in APRIL 
 

April 1 - RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY 
Mark's gospel ends abruptly, with astonishment and fear rather than 

joyful proclamation. Yet Mark may speak to our experience more directly 

than the other gospel writers. Corinthians and Acts fill out the story by 

telling of appearances of the risen Christ. Peter says we "ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead." And so do we, in a foretaste of the 

mountaintop feast where death will be no more. 

 

April 8 - SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in 

the mystery of Christ's presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of 

John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus 

breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus 

offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened 

individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, 

forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 

 

April 15 - THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares 

food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each 

Lord's day. In today's gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples' food and shows them the 

meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures: the two main 

elements of our Sunday worship. 

 

April 22 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to 

life. It is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual 

knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd's 

willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John 

illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example 

of sharing our wealth with any sister or brother in need. 

 

April 29 - FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
This Sunday's image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image 

of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the 

mystery of mutual abiding that we read of in the gospel and the first letter of 

John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ's living and life-giving self and makes 

us alive with Christ's life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds 

us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 

 

 

  

Holy Week Services 
 

Maundy Thursday: 3/29 at 7:00pm Good Friday: 3/30 at 8:00pm 

      Procession with symbols of Holy Week       Tenebrae Service 

       Individual forgiveness  Passion of Christ told through  

  Holy Communion   readings and music 

  Stripping of the chancel  Gathering darkness   

    



Easter Morning  
 

We celebrate Christ’s Resurrection!  Festive Services at 9:00 & 11:00m.  Trumpets, 
ensemble & choir lead the music.  A children’s message is shared with the children, and 
Pastor Tom presents an Easter sermon.  Holy communion is celebrated.  At 9:00am, our 
children participate in an Easter processional and they attend Children’s Church. 
 

Between services, everyone is invited to Easter breakfast, hosted by the National Youth 
Gathering families.  Free will offerings offset the cost of their trip to Houston this summer. 
Younger children have fun with an egg hunt! 
 

 

Marin Lutheran Church Women 
 

Bible study:  Thursday April 5
th

 10am in the Conference Room  

Session four of Mark Allan Powell’s, “Multiple meanings: Learning from other 

interpretations” looks at the story of The Prodigal Son, (Luke 15:11-32).  We 

consider how the story of the Prodigal Son is understood by believers—indeed 

by Lutheran believers—in different parts of the world.  Our Bible studies 

unfold in a way that allows participants to simply “go with the flow” and discuss 

the various questions as  they are presented. All are welcome. 

  

Serve & Share:  Thursday April 19
th

 10am -12noon in the Conference Room.  

Join in our quilt making for LWR. The tasks are simple and joining the group can be helpful and 

allows plenty of time for socialization. 

  

More information available just see me, Jane, at church Sundays, also available by e-mail 

(jane_mck@prodigy.net) or phone 415-479-8971. 

 

Jane McKenzie 

 

 

APRIL CELEBRATIONS 
 

Birthdays  

 

1 Jon Rolien  

2 Ted Peters 

5 Robert Bayler 

11 Ray Gergus 

17 Jules Houts 

28 Matthew Carlsen 

 

Anniversaries 

 

23 Courtney & TJ Hutchinson 

 

 
Fellowship is an important part of our faith. 
Coming together to support one another is an 
experience that allows us to learn, gain strength, 
and show the world exactly what God is. 
  

Please “Save the Dates” for these upcoming 
Fellowship activities 

 

Church Picnic – June 10  
Oktoberfest – October 13 
 

If you would like to plan a fun fellowship activity, 
let me know through the Church Office. 
  

Marie Jacobs

mailto:jane_mck@prodigy.net


News from the Social Action Team 
 
CROP Walk 

We extend a huge THANK YOU to all who participated in the CROP Walk 

on Sunday, March 11. Whether as a walker or as a donor, your participation 

is so appreciated. Marin Lutheran raised $1,620 to help eliminate hunger. 

Thank you!! 

 

REST (Rotating Emergency Shelter Team) 

Thursday, April 12, is the final REST meal of this winter season to be 

prepared and served by Marin Lutheran. April also marks the final month 

that REST will operate in Marin County. This program, in its tenth year, 

began as a temporary measure to provide winter shelter and food for those 

in need and will end April 30. 

 

Last year, Suzanne Walker, Deputy Director of St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin County, 

explained, “The REST Program is on track to begin its final season which will run from 

November 1, 2017 to April 30, 2018. The end of REST is a movement toward better 

outcomes for our guests.  At St. Vincent de Paul Society, we believe shelter should not be a 

destination but a brief stopping point on the way back into housing.  Best practices across 

the nation show that low-barrier Housing Ready Shelter that actively moves guests into 

housing is a critical part of ending homelessness.” 

 

The REST contributions and efforts put forth by all our MLC participants to provide help 

these many years have been nothing less than awesome. THANK YOU for your cheerful 

willingness to consistently lend a hand!  

 

Mill Street 

Monthly meals for the Mill Street program are provided year-round by MLC. We are so 

very grateful for the faithful participation of our volunteers in this effort. We would like to 

emphasize that during the summer months it can be a bit more difficult to fill the sign-up 

sheet due to busy lives, vacations, other commitments. Please keep this in mind. And we 

always welcome “new faces” to help with Mill Street! Questions about how to participate? 

Feel free to ask any of our team members. 

 

Breakfast Burrito Bake 

Coming up on Saturday, April 14 from 9:00am to 12:00 pm is our annual 

Breakfast Burrito Bake! Plan to join us for a fun morning of preparing 

100+ burritos for both the families of the Homeward Bound Family 

Center Emergency Shelter (the Brown House) and the residents of 

Voyager Carmel Center. Our team is a well-oiled machine and our 

products roll off the assembly line amid much love and laughter! Watch 

for the sign-up sheet in the narthex. We will meet at the Brown House, 

430 Mission Avenue, San Rafael. 

Cathy Bedilion 



 

 – March, 2018 
 

 Did you know that several hundred members of the community attend twelve-step meetings at 
MLC each week?  In fact, that’s a very conservative estimate of these numbers developed with 
Council’s analysis of space utilization at MLC.  Given the importance of these meetings for the 
health and vitality of those attending, we can all be proud of the impact we have on our 
community with the sharing of this space. 
 

 Council is also looking at our policy for sharing space with different groups and at the 
implications of this usage for any renovations or enhancements we might consider along with 
our deferred maintenance needs.  With several additional groups recently expressing interest in 
using MLC space, it is clear that our space continues to be a community resource. 
 

 Council has asked Bev Kamphoefner if she would serve as the contact person for all matters 
related to routine maintenance of our church home.  She has agreed to do so.  We are grateful 
for her willingness to take this on.  She will see that either a member of the Property Committee 
or an outside service individual is identified to address each maintenance or repair issue that 
surfaces.  These responsibilities do not include matters involving our efforts with deferred 
maintenance or renovations. 
 

 What’s the best way for Council to interact with the Ministry Teams and Committees at MLC  
so that our activities are well coordinated and our congregational priorities (e.g., as articulated   
in our four five-year goals) are effectively addressed?  That’s a question Council is actively 
discussing at this time.  If you have thoughts about this, don’t be bashful.  Let us know what you 
think! 

 

Ross Johnson 
 

 

Bread Bakers 

 It’s not such an easy feat to bake 

[edible] unleavened bread, but that is 

exactly what Maggie Harrington did, 

many times, throughout the Lenten 

season for communion at all our services. 

She accepts this challenge every year and 

we are grateful to her.  Cathie Schinski, 

Sandy Seeger and Jim Kamphoefner bake 

the communion bread throughout the 

rest of the church seasons.  Thanks to 

each one of you. 

 

Palms 

 The chancel palms this year were 

donated by the Theobalds.  A well-timed 

(before Palm Sunday) school play made 

this possible.  Thank you!  

 

Church Work Day 

 Saturday morning, March 24
th
 found 23 

people here at church doing a variety of 

cleaning and gardening jobs.  With their 

efforts quite a few things on the “to do” list 

got checked off. 

 Our thanks to Jim B, Cathy B, John B, 

Barbara B, Tom S, Ron R, Rich, Ross, Kerry, 

Colleen, Sue S, Jane, Leif, Tate, Lorraine, 

Jim K, Bev, Hal, Carol S, Lorri, Rob, Emily 

& Mary Creigh for your time, hard work 

and good humor!  (If I missed you, tell me.) 

 Of special note is the work done to 

remove the ivy from the corner by the 

stairs.  More decorative plantings will be 

put there in the future.  Also, thanks to Jim 

and Tom for hauling a truckload of debris 

to the dump.

 Council Meeting 

 March 2018 

 



Adult Education 
 

This month, we continue the series we began last month 
entitled, “Faithful Citizen: Living Responsibly in a Global Society.” 
This series is a multi-media resource that will assist us in moving 
beyond individual concerns and act responsibly for the common 
good. Faithful Citizen addresses the interlocking global challenges 
of economics, ecology, security, and health. 

We will discuss these challenges using three concepts 
from the Christian tradition—covenant, community, and the 
common good. Faithful Citizens will help us balance excessive 
individualism with ideas about how to think and act responsibly in 
our national society, and also in our global society.  

 

Upcoming Sunday Morning Adult Education Schedule:  
 

Date Topic Leader/Location 

4/1 
NO CLASS—The Resurrection of Our Lord / Easter 
Sunday Breakfast 

Parish Hall 

4/8 
Faithful Citizen: #3B: Global Ecology: Civic Engagement 
for the Earth 

Pastor Tom / 
Sanctuary 

4/15 
Faithful Citizen: #4A: Global Security: Toward a Secure 
Community of Nations 

Pastor Tom / 
Sanctuary 

4/22 
Faithful Citizen: #4B: Global Security: Toward a Secure 
Community of Nations 

Pastor Tom / 
Sanctuary 

4/29 
Faithful Citizen: #5A: Global Health: A Common Interest 
in Healthy Lives 

Pastor Tom / 
Sanctuary 

5/6 Council Town Hall Meeting 
Council Members / 
Sanctuary 

5/13 
Faithful Citizen: #5B: Global Health: A Common Interest 
in Healthy Lives 

Pastor Tom / 
Sanctuary 

5/20 
Faithful Citizen: #6A: Civic Virtue: Church and Family as 
Schools of Civic Virtue 

Pastor Tom / 
Sanctuary 

 

 
Men’s Bible Study 

 
On the last Saturday of April—the 28th, we will gather from  

9 am to 10:30 am. This month we continue in the Gospel of Mark. 
Using the material, God’s Will for Life, we will look at Mark 5:21-43. 
The session is entitled, “Laying Hold of God’s Will for Life in the Face 
of Disease and Death.” 

These gatherings are wonderful times of sharing our lives, 
our questions, and our insights with one another. Please Plan on 
Coming, and invite your friends/neighbors too—Saturday, April 28th 
from 9 am to 10:30 am. 

 



 
 
Confirmation Ministry 
 

Our Confirmation Ministry in April with 
Classes: 
 Sunday, April 22nd from 5pm to 7pm 

we will explore the sacraments of Holy 
Baptism and Holy Communion  

 Sunday, April 29th from 5pm to 7pm 
we will explore Daily Prayer.  

 
Dinners: 
o We still need a family to host the 

dinner on the 22nd. 
o The Bergman family will provide the 

dinner on the 29th, thank you. 
 

 
Class on Holy Communion 
 
Saturday, May 5th from 1:00-3:00pm, 
Pastor Tom will hold a class on the 
sacrament of Holy Communion for those 
in 4th grade and younger.  At various ages, 
we all have a different understanding of 
Holy Communion.  This class is geared 
towards those in elementary school and 
younger who are developing their 
understanding of Communion. 
 
We already have several families 
attending.  Please let us know if your 
children can join us as well. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ELCA National  
Youth Gathering 

 

We have three youth 
and one adult going 
from MLC and two 
youth and one adult going from St. Mark’s 
in San Francisco to the National Youth 
Gathering (June 26th—July 1st) in Houston, 
TX.  The youth are working to raise funds 
to help offset the cost of their trip.  Thank 
you so much for supporting our trip by 
coming to our Chili Dinner last month.  
Please join us for these upcoming events:  
 
Easter Breakfast: The youth and their 
families are hosting the Easter breakfast 
this year, April 1st beginning at 10:00am.  
Please come, enjoy good food, great 
fellowship.  Leave a free will offering that 
will go directly to the youth’s trip.  
 

More Fundraising Opportunities! 
What better way to raise funds than when 
eating?  You have the opportunity to: 

 Have someone else cook for you 
 Potentially try out a new restaurant 

or return to an old favorite 
 Enjoy a great meal 
 Have the restaurant donate a  % of 

your bill to the youth . . . 
 
Participating restaurants & dates: 
1) Boo Koo, 25 Miller Ave, MV 

- Monday, April 9th beginning at 
4:30pm 

- Take a card (we will give it to you) 
to present when you pay your bill 

- The restaurant will send us the 
proceeds 

2) Flatiron, San Rafael (pending approval) 
- Monday, April 30th beginning at 

3:00pm 
    
 

 

Guarantee that at least 20 people will participate. 

Please help us! 



Book Club  

 
The MLC Bookies meet 
on Monday, April 16th at 
10:00am in the Narthex.   

Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant by 
Anne Tyler will be the discussion book.  
Anyone interested in the book or joining 
the group is encouraged to come. 
 

Sanctuary Flowers  
 
There are many open Sundays 
remaining this year to provide the 
flowers for the sanctuary.  Please see  
the signup sheet posted in the narthex 
and add your name to the list.  Choose a 
special occasion to commemorate, or no 
occasion at all.

 

GIVING Snapshot 

 
 

Note:  March 2018 actual does NOT include Maundy Thursday or Good Friday as yet. 
 

Progress:  So far, total giving in March is $5,700 higher than February, though still $2,850 

below our ministry plan (compared with nearly $5,000 below budget in February). 
 

Challenge:  Total giving in the first 3 months of 2018 is 11% or $8,440 below budget for the 

first quarter. (This will decrease slightly after Maundy Thursday & Good Friday offerings.)  

Total giving thus far in 2018 lags behind 2017 by $5,160. 
 

Action:  This Holy Week and Easter, bring your Festival Envelopes (Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday & Easter) with gifts that are above and beyond your regular giving.  If you do not 

have boxed envelope sets, these envelopes can be found on the usher’s table. 



Community Partner Updates: 

 
MIC and MOC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged 

to come to the following events:  

 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) is a respectful collaborative that celebrates 

faith traditions, advocates justice and builds community.  MIC cultivates a 

community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture.  For over thirty years, 

MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make 

Marin a more vibrant and equitable community. 

 

MIC Monthly Meditation at First Presbyterian Church 

Wednesday, April 11th from 5:30pm to 6:30pm – (1510 Fifth Ave.  San Rafael, CA 

94901). This month Lama Palden of the Sukhasiddhi Foundation (Tibetan Buddhism) 

will lead the meditation.  For more information see the Marin Interfaith Website, 

https://www.marinifc.org 

 

The 19th Annual Prayer Breakfast  

Wednesday, May 1st from 8am to 10am – (A Fundraiser to Benefit the Marin Interfaith 

Council).  Join us for an interfaith celebration of the National Day of Prayer celebrating 

the feminine perspective in our faith traditions.  This year’s speakers are Rev. Yolanda 

Norton, Sr. Elizabeth Padilla & Abbess Furyu Schroeder.  For reservations, ($50-$35 

sliding scale), go to the MIC website (above) and click on events, or call MIC at 415-456-

6957.  

 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and 

non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and non-profits located 

throughout Marin County.  MOC’s core mission is the building of a 

power organization through the identification, development and 

mentorship of leaders from member institutions.  The leaders identify, 

research and respond to the economic, social and political pressures facing their 

families, neighborhoods, communities and institutions in Marin County.  This response 

takes the form of collective public action. 

 

It Takes a Village to Educate a Child!:  

We invite families in San Rafael to A Community Action, 

Wednesday, April 4th, 6:30-8:00 at the St. Raphael’s 

Church Gym (1100 5th Ave San Rafael). We have invited 

the superintendents and San Rafael City School Board 

members to listen to families’ stories—and to see what 

we can do together, that we can’t do alone.  

 

 

https://www.marinifc.org/


APRIL 2018 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 April 1st April 8
th

 April 15
th

 April 22
nd

  April 29
th

  

 READINGS 

Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Mark 16:1-8 

Acts 4:32-35 

Psalm 133 

1 John 1:1-2:2 

John 20:19-31 

Acts 3:12-19 

Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36b-48 

Acts 4:5-12 

Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10:11-18 

Acts 8:26-40 

Psalm 22:25-31 

1 John 4:7-21 

John 15:1-8  

GREETERS EASTER     

9:00 AM MC/Emily Blanche Sprague Barbara Bischoff Marie Jacobs Cheri Houts 

11:00 AM Katharine Peck Erna Randig Jane McKenzie Sandy Seeger Erna Randig 

      

USHER      

9:00 AM Rich M/Lorri R Michael Rosendahl Jon Rolien Ron Jacobs Michael Houts 

11:00 AM Will Peck Jenna Garcia Paul Davis Lorri Reinders Rick West 

      

ACOLYTE      

9:00 AM Sasha G/ Jacob Shunk Ellery & Giorgia S Isaiah C-H/Sophie Z Annabelle /Joshua Leif & Haakon L 

11:00 AM Cole/Olivia Aney     

      

LECTOR      

9:00 AM Dan Watrous John Lacy Ross Johnson John Halloran  

11:00 AM Tom Schmidt Kerry Hansen  Annemarie H. Tricia Cummings 

      

ALM      

9:00 AM Yvonne Weidmann Susan Morrow Kathy Bayler Isai Garcia  

11:00 AM Sharon Guy Isai Garcia Betsy McCormick Paul Davis  

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:00 AM     Cheri Houts 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Erna Randig Jane McKenzie Betsy McCormick Tricia C/Erna R 

      

SOUND TECH      

9:00 AM Jeff Reinders Bart Saling Bart Saling Dan Watrous John Bischoff 

11:00 AM Kerry Hansen Kerry Hansen Alex Smith Jeff Reinders Kerry Hansen 

      

COUNTERS      

9:00 AM 
Kamphoefners 

Roy Davis 
Kamphoefner 

Jeff & Lorri 

Reinders 
Kamphoefner 

11:00 AM The Hansens 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:00 AM Easter 

Brunch 
MLCW Ann Marymor Rich Myhre Lorraine Loo 

11:00 AM 

      

ALTAR GUILD Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner Bev Kamphoefner 

      

FLOWERS Easter Flowers Theobalds  Marymors  

      

Child CHURCH Travis Theobald Mary Creigh Houts Rich Myhre Michele Jacobs Travis Theobald 

 



 
 

Vacation Bible School – 2018 

August 6
th
 – 10

th
  

from 9:00am – 12noon 

(breakfast served between 8:30 & 9:00am) 

Ages 3 ½ through 5
th
 grade 

Registration:  

$70 for 1
st
 child / $60 for each sibling 

Registration forms available at church or at: 

http://www.marinlutheran.org/learn/children/vacation-bible-school/  

 

Questions? 415-924-3782 x 10 

http://www.marinlutheran.org/learn/children/vacation-bible-school/


 


